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PRE  FACE. 


'I'liK  character  of  the  citizens  of  New  England  for  enterprise  and  industry  is  very  gene- 
rally acknowledged.  Being,  for  the  most  part,  obliged  to  seek  their  own  fortunes,  they 
are  early  accustomed  to  the  endurance  of  privations,  and  to  those  industrious  and  frugal 
habits  which  lead  to  competence  and  wealth.  In  the  pursuit  o;  that  independence  of 
which  all  are  more  or  less  desirous,  there  have  been  instances  of  daring  enterprise,  of 
persevering  determination,  of  disregard  of  fatigue  and  suffering,  which  are  very  remarkable ; 
but  which  pass  unobserved  from  their  frequency,  no  less  than  from  the  unobtrusive 
habits  of  the  actor. 

A  simple  account  of  such  enterprises,  drawn  from  journals  and  letters  written  at  the 
time  the  events  therein  related  occurred,  is  here  given  to  the  public. 

More  than  forty-five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  first  of  the  voyages  here  narrated 
was  undertaken  ;  and  more  than  twenty  since  the  completion  of  the  last.  It  is  apparent 
that  they  possess  hut  in  a  small  degree  the  power  to  interest  that  would  have  been 
excited  had  they  been  pubhshed  at  the  period  of  their  performance  ;  yet  this  delay  in  their 
jniblication  may,  on  some  considerations,  enhance  their  value.  It  may  be  interesting 
to^the  young  merchani  to  trace  some  of  the  great  revolutions  in  the  commerce  of  the 
worjd  which  have  occurred  within  the  above-named  periods ;  and  those  of  advanced 
age  may  he  induced  to  recur  to  by-gone  days,  with  pleasing,  even  if  accompanied  with 
melan,choly  associations. 

',  Foii^sevQral  years  preceding  the  date  of  the  first  of  my  voyages,  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  those  of  Salem,  carried  on  an  active  and  lucrative  commerce 
with  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  which  was  continued  up  to  the  poriod  of  the 
conquest  of  those  islands  by  the  British,  since  which  it  has  nearly  ceased.  That  important 
product  (if  our  country,  cotton,  which  is  now  its  greatest  and  most  valuable  article  of 
export,  em])loying  a  greater  amount  of  tonnage  than  any  other,  was  then  unknown  as  an 
article  of  export  from  the  Inited  States;  and  the  little  required  for  the  consumption  of 
our  domestic  fabrics  was  imported  from  Demerara,  Surinam,  and  the  AV'est  India  Islands. 
'I'he  trade  to  the  North-west  Coast  of  .America,  which  for  about  twenty-five  years  was 
actively  and  almost  exclusively  pursued  from  Boston,  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  to  great 
advantage,  has  for  some  years  been  abandoned,  from  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  furs, 
caused  by  the  competition  of  the  Russians,  who  liave  gradually  advanced  their  posts 
far  to  the  south  of  those  places  where  my  cargo  was  collected,  and  where  they  were 
not  then  seen.  The  sealing  voyages,  which  were  prosecuted  most  actively  from  New 
Ilaven,  Norwich,  and  Stouington,  jirincipally  lo  the  Island  of  l\fasafucra,  and  by  which 
sudden  and  large  fortunes  were  made,  have,  for  many  years  past,  been   productive  of 
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little  comparative  advantage  to  the  few  yet  engaged  in  tiiem,  and  this  in  consequence  of 
the  animal's  being  almost  annihilated. 

Our  cargoes  from  China,  which  were  formerly  paid  for  in  these  furs,  and  in  Spanish 
dollars,  are  now  procured  for  bills  on  England,  for  opium,  and  for  European  and  American 
fabrics.  The  cotton  and  silk  manufactures  of  Indostan  constituted  formerly,  almost 
exclusively,  the  cargoes  of  our  ships  from  Calcutta,  wiiich  were  paid  for  in  Sjiaiiish  dollars, 
and  which  generally  yielded  large  jjrofits.  At  this  time  our  cotton  fabrics  are  so  nmch 
better  and  cheaper,  as  entirely  to  have  superseded  the  importation  of  those  ;  and  most  of 
the  articles  which  now  compose  a  cargo  from  Calcutta,  excepting  saltpetre  and  bandanas, 
were  then  scarcely  known  there  as  articles  of  export  to  this  country.  Bills  on  England  in 
payment  for  these  cargoes,  as  well  as  for  those  laden  at  other  pi  iis  of  India,  have  been 
substituted  for  Spanish  dollars,  which  formerly  were  indispensable  to  the  prosecution  of 
this  trade. 

When  I  first  visited  the  ports  of  Brazil,  of  Chili,  of  Peru,  of  Mexico,  and  of  California, 
they  had  been  for  ages,  and  were  then,  so  exclusively  used  for  tlieir  own  respective  Hags, 
that  the  admittance  of  one  of  a  foreign  nation  was  granted  only  on  the  most  palpable 
evidence  of  a  necessity  which  it  would  be  inhuman  not  to  relieve.  AVhen  admitted,  no 
individual  belonging  to  the  vessel  was  permitted  to  land,  or  to  walk  the  streets  of  the  city, 
without  the  disagreeable  encumbrance  of  a  soldier  following  him  ;  hence  the  difficulry  of 
obtaining  information,  and  consequently  the  meagre  accounts  given  of  tiie  manners  and 
customs  of  those  nations. 

The  revolutions  in  those  count'--'  =  which  have  been  effected  with  so  much  individual 
distress,  and  so  great  loss  of  b  -gh  far  from  having  produced  the  prosperity  and 

happiness  anticipated  by  their  nlightened  patriots,  ha\  e  nevertheless  caused  their 

ports  to  be  thrown  open  for  tli^  aiiniission  of  the  flags  of  all  nations.  This  has  afforded 
opportunities  to  strangers  for  visiting  them,  which  have  been  abundantly  improved  ;  and 
the  numerous  and  elaborate  accounts  of  them  which  have  been  given  to  the  world,  within 
a  few  years,  by  literary  men,  who  possessed  the  requisite  leisure  and  opportunity  for  the 
purpose,  seemed  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  atteinjiting  to  enlarge  on  those  subjects. 
The  same  reason  forbade  the  attempt  at  more  than  cursory  and  passing  descriptions  of 
countries,  cities,  customs,  and  manners  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  visited  by  me  for  objects 
exclusively  of  a  commercial  character. 

l-lqually,  if  not  even  more  remarkable  than  the  changes  above  mentioned,  are  those 
observable  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  since  my  first  visit  there  in  the  year  179!».  Then  the 
inhabitants  were  but  little  elevated  from  the  barbarous  state  in  which  they  were  found  by 
Captain  Cook  ;— now  tliey  are  coinparati\ely  a  civilised  people,  sensible  of  the  value  of 
instruction,  and  eager  to  obtain  it;  cultivating  their  fields,  and,  by  an  extended  and 
increasing  foreign  trade,  affording  a  most  remarkable  instance  of  the  ameliorating  and 
humanising  effects  of  commerce. 

In  these  days  of  philanthropy,  when  there  are  so  many  zealous  advocates  and  active 
promoters  of  the  great  and  truly  benevolent  cause  of  Temperance,  it  is  proper  and  becoming 
in  every  wellwisher  to  the  advancement  of  this  cause  to  aid  it  in  every  way  in  his  power. 
AVith  such  impressions,  and  with  the  favourable  opportunity  now  presented,  I  should 
consider  it  reprehensible  to  withhold  from  the  public  a  statement  of  facts  relatitig  to 
myself  personally,  and  which  no  other  consideration  than  the  hope  of  doing  good  would 
induce  me  to  make,  although  they  may  be  viewed  by  many  as  not  the  least  extraordinary 
of  the  facts  which  have  been  narratetl. 
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I  am  not,  nor  liave  I  ever  been  a  member  of  a  Temperance  Society;  but  I  was  a  practical 
temperance  man  long  i)efore  such  societies  were  dreamed  of.  At  the  period  when  I  began 
my  nautical  career,  it  was  a  universally-received  maxim,  that  drinking  grog  and  chewing 
tobacco  were  two  essential  and  indispensable  requisites  for  making  a  good  seaman.  So 
omnipoi  -nt  is  custom,  and  so  powerful  is  satire,  that  although  the  absurdity  of  such 
a  maxim  iiuist  be  apparent  to  every  one,  I  have,  nevertheless,  seen  many  young  men 
repeatedly  made  sick  before  overcoming  the  disgust,  and  some  of  them  afterwards  became 
miserable  drunkards.  As  alcohol  and  tobacco  were  in  no  degree  less  offensive  to  me  than 
I  had  evidence  of  their  being  to  my  associates,  it  appeared  to  me  that  to  submit  to  the 
ridicule  rather  than  to  the  sickness  was  selecting  the  least  of  the  evils,  and  I  acted 
accordingly. 

Those  who  may  honour  me  with  a  perusal  of  my  narrative  will  perceive  that  I  have 
navigated  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  from  the  sixtieth  degree  of  south  latitude,  to  the 
sixtieth  degree  north ;  and  sometimes  in  vessels  whose  diminutive  size  and  small  number 
of  men  caused  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  greatly  surpassing  what  is  usually  experienced  in 
siiips  of  ordinary  capacity  ;  that  1  have  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  most 
unhealthy  places  ;  at  Uatavia,  where  I  have  seen  whole  crews  prostrate  with  the  fever,  and 
(Uath  making  havoc  among  them  ;  at  San  Bias,  where  the  natives  can  stay  only  a  portion 
of  the  year ;  at  the  Havana,  within  whose  walls  1  have  resided  five  years  consecutively ; 
that  I  have  suffered  captivity,  robbery,  imprisonment,  ruin,  and  the  racking  anxiety 
consequent  thereon.  And  yet,  hrough  the  whole,  and  to  the  present  sixty-eighth  year  of 
my  age,  I  have  never  taken  a  drop  of  spirituous  liquor  of  any  kind  ;  never  a  glass  of  wine, 
of  porter,  ale,  or  beer,  or  any  beverage  stronger  than  tea  and  coflTee ;  and,  moreover,  I 
have  never  used  tobacco  in  any  way  whatever  ;  and  this,  not  only  without  injury,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  to  the  preservation  of  my  health.  Headache  is  known  to  me  by  name  only ; 
and  excepting  those  fevers,  which  were  produced  by  great  anxiety  and  excitement,  my  hfe 
has  been  free  from  sickness. 

The  following  narrative  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  comparison  between  a  seaman's 
profession  and  his  own  ;  and,  possibly,  after  perusing  it,  he  will  be  less  disturbed  by  the 
annoyances  which  peculiarly  beset  him.  He  will  perceive,  that  the  master  of  a  merchant- 
ship,  in  whom  are  united  the  duties  of  navigator  and  factor,  is  subjected  to  great  care  and 
responsibility,  even  on  ordinary  and  well-defined  voyages.  These  are  greatly  augmented 
when  the  enterprise  is  enveloped  in  darkness,  from  the  unknown  political  state  of  the 
countries  whither  he  is  destined  ;  from  the  contingencies  which  may  be  presented  to  him  ; 
and  from  the  necessity  of  great  circumspection,  decision,  and  promptitude,  in  the  choice  of 
them.  If  he  is  timid  and  afraid  to  enter  a  port  where  there  is  uncertainty  of  a  friendly 
reception,  it  may  cause  the  ruin  of  his  voyage.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  bold,  and  enters 
such  port,  confiding  in  the  protection  of  existing  treaties  and  the  laws  of  nations,  he  may 
also  become  the  victim  of  arbitrary  power,  confided  to  unworthy  and  ignorant  individuals. 
If  success  attend  his  enterprise,  when  returning  home  with  ample  compensation  for  his 
labour,  he  runs  the  risk  of  having  it  all  snatched  from  him  by  some  hungry  '••■'  "ite  of  that 
great  high-sea  robber,  termed  "His,"  or  "Her  Majesty."  Thus,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  perils  of  hurricanes  and  storms,  of  rocks  and  shoals,  he  has  to  incur  the  greater 
ones  of  the  cupidity  and  villany  of  man. 

Of  the  ordinary  labour  and  fatigue  attendant  on  the  profession ,  the  same  individual 
would  form  opposite  conclusions  in  different  circumstances.  The  man  who  makes  a 
winter's  passage  from  Eurojie  to  America,  and  encounters  the  usual  storms  and  severity 
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of  weather  i)eculiar  to  tliat  passage,  will  probably  pronounce  the  seaman's  life  to  be  the 
hardest,  the  most  dangerous,  tlie  most  irksome,  the  most  wearing  to  body  and  mind,  ot 
any  one  of  the  pursuits  of  man.  On  the  contrary,  he  who  sails  from  the  Uniteil  States  to 
Calcutta,  to  China,  or  to  South  America,  avoiding  our  winter's  coast,  may  perform  the 
voyage  without  experiencing  a  gale  of  greater  severity  than  would  require  the  sails  to  be 
reefed,  a  pleasing  excitement  when  the  necessity  is  of  rare  occurrence;  and  he  would 
probably  decide  that  no  profession  is  so  easy,  so  pleasant,  and  so  f'ice  from  care,  as  the 
seaman's.  These  are  the  two  extremes,  between  which,  as  may  be  supposed,  there  are 
gradations,    which  will    tend  to  incline  the  scale  one  way  or   the  other,  according  to 

circum,st;inces. 

The  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years  passed  in  navigatir.r  to  all  parts  of  the  world 
has  led  me  to  the  conclusion,  that  though  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a  seaman's  life 
be  greater  than  those  of  any  other,  there  is  a  compensation  iii  the  very  excitement  of  its 
dangers,  in  the  opportunity  it  affords  of  visiting  different  countries,  and  viewing  mankind 
in  the  various  gradations  between  the  most  barbarous  and  the  most  refined ;  and  in  the 
ever-chan-'ing  scenes  which  this  occupation  presents.  And  I  can  say,  with  truth,  that 
I  not  only  feel  no  regret  for  having  chosen  tliis  profession  ratl'.er  tha'  iiy  other,  but  that 
if  my  life  were  to  be  passed  over  again,  I  should  pursue  the  same  course. 
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CHAPTER   I. 
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Knterprise. — Voyage  to  Hom'bcm. — To  IlaMedo  Ciraco. 
— l)isai)pointnieiit.— Send  home  the  F.iitei  irise.— liiiy  a 
•'utter. — Amount  of  Vessel  and  f'iirgo. — !■"•.,  lunation  <if 
my  I'lan. — Apjirehension  of  my  I'riencN.  -Name  of  the 

Vessel Sail  from  Havre Hisiister. — Attemjit  toreturn. 

—Vail  to  I.eewaril.— r'omo  to  Anehor.— (ahles  ji.art. — 
liim  ashore — Humane  Conduet  of  the  I'eople. — They 
imladc  anil  get  oil'  the  Vessel. — Knter  Kiver  Orme.— Stop 

the  Leaks.— Heturn  to  Havre Hejiair  the  Vessel. — The 

Crew  desert. 

In  tlic  ordinary  pourso  of  a  commercial  educa- 
tion, ill  Now  England,  boys  arc  transf'orrod  from 
school  to  the  mcreliant's  desk  at  tlio  a^'o  of  four- 
teen or  fifteen.  When  I  had  reached  my  fourieentli 
year,  it  was  my  Rood  fortune  to  l)e  receiveil  into 
the  eountiiif^-house  of  Elias  Ilasket  Derby,  Esq., 
of  Salem  ;  a  merchant,  who  may  justly  be  termed 
the  father  of  the  American  commerce  to  India  ; 
one,  whose  enterprise  and  commercial  sagacity 
were  unoiiualied  in  his  day,  and,  perhaps,  have 
not  been  surpassed  by  any  of  his  successors.  To 
him  our  country  is  indebt'd  for  openiii};  the  valu- 
able trade  to  Calcutta  ;  before  whoso  fortress  liis 
was  the  tirst  vessel  to  display  the  .\merican  flaj,' ; 
and,  following  up  the  business,  lie  had  reaped 
golden  harvests  before  other  merchants  came  in 
for  a  share  of  them.  The  first  American  ships, 
seen  at  the  Ca|ie  of  Good  llo])e  and  at  tlie  Isle  of 
l''i'ance,  belonged  to  him.  His  were  the  first 
American  ships  which  carried  cargoes  of  cotton 
from  Hombay  to  China  ;  and  among  the  first  ships 
which  made  a  direct  voyage  to  Clii'ia  and  bacii, 
was  one  owned  by  him.  lie  continue'!  to  ])roseeii[e 
a  successful  business,  on  an  extensive  scale,  in  these 
ct)untries,  until  the  day  of  his  death.  In  the 
transaction  of  his  affairs  abroad,  he  was  liberal, 
greatly  beyond  the  jiractice  in  ino(lt>rn  times, 
always  ilesirous  that  every  one,  even  the  foremast- 
hand,  olKudd  share  the  good  fortune  to  which  he 
pointed  the  way;  and  the  long  list  of  masters  of 
ships,  who  have  ac(|uired  ample  fortunes  in  his 
employment,  is  a  jiroof,  both  of  his  discermnent 
in  selecting  and  of  his  generosity  in  Jiaying  them. 

Without  possessing  a  scientific  knowledge  of 
the  constructi<ui  and  sparring  of  ships,  Mr.  Derby 


seeme<l  to  have  an  iiituiti\e  faculty  in  judging  of 
models  and  pro])ortions  ;  and  his  esperiments,  in 
several  instances,  for  the  attainment  of  swiftness 
of  sailing,  were  crowned  with  a  success  imsur- 
passed  in  our  own  or  any  other  country.  He 
iuiilt  several  shi])s  for  the  India  trade,  imme- 
diately in  the  vicinity  of  the  counting-house  ; 
which  afforiled  me  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acf(nainted  with  the  building,  sparring,  and  rig- 
ging of  ships.  The  conversations,  to  which  I 
listened,  relating  to  the  countries  then  newly 
visited  by  .Americans,  the  exiMtenient  on  the 
return  of  an  adventure  from  them,  and  the  great 
profits  wliieh  were  made,  always  manifest  from 
the  result  of  my  own  little  adventures,  tendeil  to 
stimulate  the  desire  in  me  of  visiting  those  coun- 
tries, and  of  sharing  more  largely  in  the  advan- 
tages tiiev  ]n'e.seiite(l.  Conse(|uently,  after  having 
passed  four  years  ia  this  coursi>  of  instruction,  I 
became  impatient  to  bcuin  that  nautical  career  on 
which  1  had  determined,  as  ]ivescnting  the  n-.ost 
sure  and  direct  means  of  arrivini;  at  indejiend- 
ence  ;  and,  in  the  suimner  of  17!t'2,  I  entbarked 
on  my  first  voyage.  It  was  one  of  oidy  three 
months'  duration  ;  but  it  was  snilicient  to  jirodiiee 
a  most  thorough  disgust  of  the  pursuit,  from  the 
severe  suffering  of  sea-sickness  ;  so  that,  if  1  had 
perceived,  on  my  return,  any  prospect  on  shore 
ec|ually  jiromising,  I  should  have  abandoned  the 
sea.  None,  however,  presenting  itsf'.f,  I  perse- 
vered, and  finally  overcame  the  ditliculty. 

Having  in  this,  and  other  voyag(>s  to  the  East 
and  West  Indies  and  to  iMirope,  iic'iuired  tlu' 
exp(>ri(>nce  and  nautical  skill  deemed  sufficient  to 
i|ualif'y  me  for  taking  the  command  of  a  ship,  I 
was  invited,  in  the  autinim  of  17!)."i,  by  the  eldest 
son  of  Mr.  Derby,  to  take  charge  of  his  iiarcjiie 
Ent(M'|n'ise,  and  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  the  Isle 
of  llourbon.  The  confidenc<',  thus  evinced,  in 
intrusting  the  management  i.l'  a  valuable  vessel 
and  cargo  to  so  young  iind  inesperieiiced  a  man, 
for  I  had  then  only  attaim'd  my  majority,  wiis 
very  gratifying  to  "my  ambition,  and  was  duly 
appreciated. 

In  those  almost  primitive  days  of  our  conunerce, 
a  cop|)ered  vessel  was  scarcely  known  in  the 
United  .States;  ami  on  the  long  East  India  voy- 
ages, the  barnacles  and  grasn,  which  accumulated 
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on  tlie  wooden  Klioatliinij;,  rctardi^d  the  slii]>'fl 
sailing  si  mucll,  tliat  a  third  more  time  at  least, 
was  reiiuin  d  for  the  passages,  tlian  is  iu'e<led  sinee 
tlie  ])rai'ti(.'e  of  sheathing  with  ei>|i|)er  lias  lieen 
adoptccl.  A  year,  therefore,  was  generally  eon- 
sinne<l  in  a  voyage  to  the  Isle  of  I' ranee  or  Uonr- 
lion  ;  and  niiiie  \vasaeeoni])lisIied  within  that  term. 
Tlie  sneeess  att<'nding  it  was  very  satisfaetijry  to  my 
employer, of  nhieh  lu'gav<'  evidenee  in  despatehing 
me  a;,aiii,  in  the  same  vessel, on  a  voyage  to  I  jiroiie, 
and  theiiee  to  Mnclia,  fur  a  eargo  of  eoffi'e. 

While  at  Havre  de  (iraec,  in  the  snmmer  of 
17'.)/,  'ngagcd  in  making  jireparations  for  pnr- 
suing  the  voyage,  I  had  the  mortification  to  le;irn, 
by  letters  fmm  my  employer,  that  some  derange- 
ment had  oi'enrre<l  in  his  affairs,  which  made  it 
necessary  to  abandon  the  Mocha  enterprise,  and 
to  jilace  in  his  hands,  with  the  h'ast  ])ossilile  delay, 
the  funds  destined  for  that  oliject.  Among  the 
numer  .;s  commercial  adventuri's  in  which  onr 
merchants,  at  that  time,  had  heen  engaged  to  the 
eastward  of  the  C'api-  of  (jood  no|ie,  no  voyage 
had  been  nndertaUen  to  .Mocha.  To  lie  the  first, 
therefori',  in  an  untried  adventm'c  was  highly 
gratifying  to  my  andiitinn  ;  and  my  disappoint- 
ment was  iirojiortionally  great  when  compelled  to 
relinipiish  it.  To  havt'  detained  the  vessel  in 
France,  while  waiting  the  slow  jirogress  of  the 
sale  of  the  cargo,  would  have  been  injndicious  ; 
and  she  was  therefore  despatched  for  home,  under 
charge  of  the  mate,  William  Webb,  of  .-ialeni. 

IJeing  thus  relic  veil  from  the  necessity  id'  an 
innni'diati'  return  to  the  United  .States,  I  f'latteri'd 
myself  that,  even  with  the  v  cy  contracted  means 
which  I  ]iossessed,  I  niij'iit  still  engage,  with  a 
little  assistance,  and  on  a  very  humble  scale,  in 
some  enterjjrise  to  the  Isle  of  I'rance  and  India. 
When,  therefore.  1  had  accomplishecl  the  business 
with  which  I  had  been  charged,  by  remitting  to 
the  owner  in  .Salem  his  property  with  nie,  I  began 
earnestly  to  jnit  to  the  test  the  practicability  of 
tlie  (diject  of  which  I  was  so  tlesirous.  A  coin- 
cidence of  favourable  ami  very  encouraging  cir- 
cumstances aided  my  views.  A  f'  ieiid  of  mine 
i  had  become  |)roie-i(tor  of  a  little  cutter  of  thirty- 
eight  tons  burden,  whicii  had  been  a  packet  be- 
tween Dover  and  Calais.  T'liis  vessel  had  l)een 
taken  for  a  debt  ;  and  the  owner,  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  her,  offered  her  to  me  for  a  rea- 
sonalile  |irice,  and  to  pay  when  I  had  the  ability. 
This  eredil  would  eiiabl.'  nu'  to  put  all  my  capital 
in  the  cargo,  exceptiog  what  was  rei|uire(i  for  co|)- 
jiering  and  litting  thi^  cutter  for  the  contemplated 
voyage,  aliout  five  hundred  dullars  ;  leaving  me 
fifteen  hundri'd  to  lie  invested  in  the  <'argo.  On 
making  known  to  others  of  my  friends  the  plan  of 
my  voyage,  two  of  them  engaged  to  embark  to  tile 
amount  of  a  thousand  ihiUars  each,  on  condition 
of  sharing  e(|ually  the  profits  at  the  end  of  the 
voyage.  Having  becoiue  iiroju'letor  of  the  cutter, 
which,  with  all  additional  expenses,  I'osf,  ready  for 
sea,  about  one  thousand  dollars  ;  an  investment  of 
articles,  best  suited  to  the  market  uf  the  Isle  of 
I'Vance,  was  purchased  to  the  amount  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;  making  vessel  and 
cargo  amouul  to  foiii'  thousand  five  huiidi'il.  It 
is  not  probable  that  the  aiinais  of  coinuierce  can 
furnish  another  exani]de  of  an  indiaman  and  cargo 
being  fitted  ami  exjiedited  on  so  humble  a  scale. 
I  had  now  the  liigii  griitiliciition  of  uncontrolled 


action.  An  innate  love  of  independence,  an  impa- 
tience of  restraint,  an  aversion  to  respeiisibility, 
and  a  desire  to  have  no  other  limits  to  my  wander- 
ings than  the  globe  itself,  reconciliil  me  to  the 
endurance  of  fatigues  and  iiri\ations,  which  I 
knew  til  lie  the  uiiavoidalile  coiisei|uence  of  navi- 
gating in  so  frail  a  bark,  rather  than  to  possess 
the  comparative  ease  .•iiid  comfort,  coupled  with  the 
restraint  ami  resjimisibility,  which  the  command  of 
a  fine  shi|i  belonging  to  anol!'(n'  would  ]iresent. 

As  there  iire,  doubtless,  many  persons,  luit  ex- 
cepting those  e\eii  who  are  familiar  with  cnm- 
niercial  and  marilime  alfairs,  who  will  view  this 
enterprise  as  very  liazav(lous  from  sea  risk,  and 
as  oflering  liut  a  very  small  ]iriis|iect  of  emolu- 
ment, it  is  proper,  so  far  as  I  am  alile,  to  do  away 
such  iin|)ressions  by  lirieily  stating  the  object  I 
had  in  view.  On  my  late  voyage  to  the  Isle  of 
Bdurbon,  I  had  perceived  a  great  deficiency  in  the 
mimber  of  vessels  rei|uisite  for  the  advantageous 
conveyance  of  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from 
the  Isles  of  I'rance  and  llourljon.  If  my  cutter 
had  beiMi  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  she  could 
not  liave  been  nuu'e  suitable.  With  a  large  and 
lieautifully  finished  cabin,  when-  jiassengers  would 
be  more  comfortably  accommodated  tlian  in  many 
v<'ssels  of  greater  dimensions  ;  with  but  small 
freighting-room,  and  reipiiriug  therefore  but  little 
time  to  load,  and  of  greater  sjiei  d  in  sailing  than 
the  generality  of  merchant  vessels,  I  had  no  doubt 
of  being  able  to  sell  her  there  fur  more  than  double 
the  cost ;  or  I  might  find  it  to  be  more  advan- 
tageous to  em]iloy  her  in  freighting  between  tlie 
islands.  In  either  event,  1  felt  iMitire  confidence 
in  being  amply  renumerated  for  the  time  and  risk. 
On  the  cai'iro,  coni|)osed  of  sucli  articles  as  my  late 
experience  had  )iroved  to  be  most  in  demand,  I  had 
no  (hudit  (if  making  a  ]irofit  of  from  fifty  to  inie  hun- 
dred per  cent,  on  its  cost.  The  proceids  of  vessel 
and  cargo,  invested  in  the  ]iroduce  of  the  island, 
audshipiied  to  I-'iiirojie  or  the  I'nited  .States,  w<iuld, 
at  that  time,  have  yii^ldedaelear  gain  of  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  cent.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  one 
yeir,  I  should  make  two  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cajiital  ;  a  result,  which  might  be  con- 
sidered abundant  comiu^nsation  for  the  time  it, 
would  consume,  and  should  take  from  the  enter- 
jn-ise  the  character  of  ([uixotism  with  which  it  had 
tjecMt  stigmatised. 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  at  Ilavn',  that  my 
destination  was  the  Isle  of  France,  some  (d'  my 
friends,  iinxious  for  my  safety,  and  perceiving  in 
the  enterprise  only  the  ardour  iiiid  temerity  of 
iuex]ierienced  youth,  endeavoured  to  dissuade  me 
from  it,  by  )ia'nting  to  me,  in  glowing  colours,  the 
di-tress  and  |  nduible  destruction  I  was  jiri'paring 
for  myself  and  men.  Hut,  liowever  friendly  and 
considerate  the  ailvice,  I  felt  niysidf  mo'.e  com]ie- 
ti'iit  to  judge  of  the  risk  than  they  were,  and,  coii- 
se(|ueiitly,  disregiiriled  them*. 

'J'lie  vessel  iieiiig  all  ready  for  si>a  on  the  20th 
of  .September,  17'.I7,  was  detained  several  days  by 
the  difliculty  of  procuring  men.  Those  who  were 
eiignged  one  day  would  (IcHcrt  the  next  ;  and  the 

*  In  ciiiifiuinily  with  a  (nnililioii  in  the  cunti'iu'l  fm-  llie 
vc'Hsul,  hhcwiiH  ciilli'il  llie  (lunliiio.  We  nnviKati'il  with 
Mil  h  iiniH'i's  Hilly  lis  ciiir  fureitiii  cinihiils  wcic,  lit  that 
lu'riiiil,  ill  the  halilt  of  Riving  im  hiiiiilui'eiiii'rgi'iicii'N;  thu 
liill  (if  mile  uiiil  ciiiiMiihir  ccitiliciite  iittiielicil,  whitli  were 
risiiectnl  liy  tile  lu'lliKcrontH. 


I  f 

if 


DKPAiriURE  FJIOM    HAVRE  AND  EARLY   PERILS. 


3 


(laiiRorous  olmrr  'ter  of  the  cntcrpriso  having  been 
(liscusHeil  anil  admitted  anionjj  tlio  seamen  in  i)ori, 
I  l)e!:;an  to  lie  seriou  iy  appreliensive,  that  I  nii|^lit 
not  ^sneeeel^  in  ))roeui'ini;  a  erew.  At  length,  liow- 
ever,  with  niucli  thfticulty,  and  sonif  additional  pay, 
1  snoceeded  in  jiroeurinj;  f'ouiMnen  ;  and, having  ))re- 
vionsly  engaged  a  mate,  our  nunilior  was  eomplete. 

To  delay  proceeding  to  sea  a  moment  longer 
than  was  necessary,  wouhl  have  heeii  incurring  a 
risii  (d'  till!  loss  of  my  men,  and  the  pay  I  had 
advanced  them.  Ilenee,  I  was  induced  to  sail 
when  apjiearances  were  very  inauspicious.  A 
strong  north  wind  was  lilowing  into  the  hay  with 
such  \  iolenee  as  already  to  have  raised  a  consider- 
alile  sea  ;  hut  I  ilatt("red  myself,  that,  as  the  sun 
declined,  it  wouM  aliate  ;  that,  if  we  could  weatlu'r 
Cape  Jhirdeur,  we  should  make  a  free  wind  down 
channel  ;  and  that,  if  tliis  should  Ije  found 
iniiiracticahle,  we  could,  at  all  events,  return  to 
Havre  J{iiads,  and  wait  there  a  more  favourable 
opportunity. 

With  su(di  impressions  we  sailed  from  Ilavi'e 
on  the  'Jotli  of  September.  A  gre.nt  crowd  had 
assembled  on  tlie  pier-head  to  witness  our  de- 
parture, and  cheered  us  as  we  passed.  It  was 
about  noon,  and  we  were  under  full  sail  ;  hut  we 
had  scarcely  been  out  two  hours,  when  we  were 
obliged  to  reduce  it  to  a  doulile-reefed  mainsail, 
foresail,  and  second-sized  jib.  With  the  sail  even 
thus  diminished,  the  vessel,  at  times,  almost  buried 
herself  ;  still,  as  every  part  of  the  ei|ui]iment  was 
newanrl  strong,  I  flattered  myself  with  biMUg  able 
to  weather  theCa]ie,and  pressed  forward  throui;li 
a  sea  in  which  we  were  continually  enveloped, 
clieere<l  with  the  hope  that  we  liad  nothing  worse 
to  ex]ierieiice, and  that  V  should  soon  be  relieved 
by  the  ability  to  bear  aw  -  .ind  nake  a  free  wind. 
I  was  clestined,  however,  to  a  sad  disappointment ; 
for  th(>  wind  and  sea  having  increaseil  towards 
midnight,  an  extraordinary  jdunge  into  a  very 
short  and  sharj)  sea  completely  buried  the  vessel, 
anil,  with  a  heavy  crash,  sna|i)ied  ott'  the  )xnvs]n'it 
by  the  board.  The  vessel  then  luffed  into  the 
wind,  in  defiance  of  the  helm,  and  the  first  shake 
of  the  foresail  stripped  it  from  the  bolt  ro|ie. 

No  other  alternative  now  presented,  than  to 
endeavour  to  regain  the  port  of  Havre  ;  a  task, 
under  existing  eirennistances,  of  very  diflieult  and 
doubtful  acconi[ilishmviit.  The  sea  had  increased 
in  so  great  ii  degree,  and  ran  so  sharp,  that  we 
W('r(>   in   continual   a])])rehension  of  having   our 

decks  swept.     This  circ '-'.nee,  combined  with 

tiu'  sea-sickness,  which  nuoo  escaped,  retarded 
and  embarrassi'(l  the  operation  of  wearing  round 
on  the  other  tack.  Tlu-  violent  motion  of  the 
vessel  had  also  prevented  the  possibility  of  cditain- 
ing  slee))  ;  indeed,  no  ]iers(Ui  had  been  jicrmitted 
to  go  below  before  the  disaster  ;  and  none  had  the 
diH])osition  to  do  so  afterwards  ;  but  all  were  al-'rt 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  which  hail  for 
its  immediate  object  the  getting  of  the  vessel's 
head  pointed  towards  Havre. 

This  was  at  length  etfecti>d  ;  but,  as  we  had  no 
spar  suitable  for  u  jury  bowsprit,  we  could  carry 
only  such  part  of  our  mainsail  as  was  balaiu-ed  by 
a  jib,  set  in  the  jilace  of  a  foresail.  With  this  sail 
we  nuide  so  much  lee-way,  that  it  was  eviilent,  as 
soon  as  daylight  enabled  me  to  form  a  judgment, 
that  wo  could  not  reach  lla\re  ;  nor  was  it  less 
evident,  that  nothing  but  an  al)atement  of  tiie  gale 


could  save  us  from  being  stranded  before  night. 
With  the  hope  of  this  abatement,  the  heavens 
were  watched  with  an  intensity  of  interest  more 
easily  imagined  than  described  ;  but  no  favourable 
sign  api)eared  ;  and  before  noon  wo  had  evidence 
of  being  to  leeward  of  the  port  of  Havre.  We 
now  cleared  away  the  cables  and  ;.  ichors,  and 
secured  with  battens  the  connnunications  with  the 
cabin  and  forecastle.  While  thus  engaged,  the 
num  at  the  mast  head  annouiu^ed  the  ajipalling,  but 
ex|)eeteil  intelligence,  of  "  breakers  under  tin;  lee." 
j  Tills  information  luid  the  effect  of  an  electric 
.shock  to  rouse  the  crew  from  that  apathy  whieli 
j  was  a  natural  consequence  of  twenty-four  hours' 
I  ex])osure  to  great  fatigue,  incessant  wet  and  cold, 
j  and  want  of  sleep  and  food  ;  for  we  had  not  Iieen 
able  to  cotdc  anything.  The  rapidity  witii  wliich 
I  we  were  driven  to  leeward,  soon  maue  tile  break- 
I  ers  discernible  from  deck  ;  and  they  were  of  such 
i  extent,  as  to  leave  us  no  clioice  whether  we  headid  | 
east  or  west  ;  for  the  forlorn  hope  of  being  held  j 
by  our  anchors  was  all  that  remained  to  us.  No  | 
one  on  board  ])ossessed  any  knowledge  of  the  shore 
we  were  a])proaehiug;  but  our  chart  denott'd  it  as 
rocky.  It  was  easy  to  ]ierceive,  that  to  lie  thrown 
among  rocks,  by  such  a  sea,  must  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  us  all.  Hence  it  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  discover,  and  to  anchor  off,  the  part  of 
the  shore  which  ajtpeared  to  be  most  free  from 
rocks  ;  and  with  this  view  the  mate  was  looking 
out  from  the  mast  head.  As  1)(>  perceived  an  a])- 
])arently  clear  beach  east  of  us,  and  within  our 
ability  of  reaching,  we  steered  fur  it  ;  and  when 
the  water  was  only  six  fathoms  deep,  we  lowered 
our  sails  and  came  to  anchor.  Ibit  as  our  anchor 
dragged,  a  second  was  let  go,  which,  for  a  moment 
only,  brought  the  vessel  head  to  the  sea,  when 
one  cable  |)arted  ;  and  as  we  were  drilling  rapidly 
with  the  other,  we  cut  it,  then  hoisted  the  jib,  and 
steered  directly  fur  the  clear  space  in  the  ijeach. 
(loing  in  with  great  velocity,  on  the  top  of  a  iiigh 
breaker,  we  were  soon  euvelojied  in  its  foam,  and 
in  that  of  several  others  which  succeeded.  The 
vessel,  however,  notwithstanding  she  struck  the 
ground  with  a  violence  which  a]ipi'areil  suflicient 
to  dash  her  in  pieces,  still  held  together,  in  defiance 
of  this  and  several  minor  shocks  ;  and,  as  the  tide 
was  falling,  she  soon  became  so  still,  and  the  water 
so  shoal,  as  to  enable  us  to  go  on  shore. 

.As  the  alarm  gun  had  been  fired,  the  jHasanlry 
had  come  dow n  in  great  numbers  ;  and  wiieii  they 
perceived  us  having  the  vessel,  they  ran  into  the 
surf,  and,  with  such  demonstrations  of  humanity 
and  kindness  as  our  forlorn  situation  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite,  supported  us  to  the  shore,  which 
we  had  no  sooner  reaclud  than  they  complimented 
us  on  the  judicious  selection  we  had  made  of  a 
place  to  come  on  short".  And  it  was  now  obvious 
to  us,  that  if  we  had  struck  half  a  mile,  either  on 
one  side  or  the  other  from  this  spot,  there  would 
have  l)eeii  scarce  a  jiossibility  of  saving  our  lives. 
We  were  fortunate,  not  only  in  the  selection  of 
the  spot,  but  also  in  the  circumstance  of  its  being 
nearly  high  water  when  the  vessel  struck.  The 
concurrence  of  two  such  civcumstauces  turned  tiie 
scale  in  my  faviuir  ;  and  immediately  after  landing 
I  was  convinced  that  the  vessel  and  cargo,  though 
nineh  damaged,  would  both  be  saved.  When  the 
tide  luul  so  fallen  as  to  leave  the  vessel  dry,  the 
inhabitants  showed  no  diH|)osition  to  take  advnn- 
n  2 
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tiifo  of  our  distress,  by  stipulating  for  a  certain  i  arc  of  a  date  so  remote,  tliat  prob.-ibly  m.-iiiy  of  the 
proportion  of  what  they  niigbt  save,  before  going  ;  actors  tlicrein  have  "ccascil  from  their  earthly 
to  worlv ;  but,  prompted"  by  tiieir  humane  feehngs,  ;  hiljours,"  yet  I  never  recall  them  to  mind,  without 
set  about  d'seliarging  tlie  vessel,  in  such  numbers  a  feeling  of  compunctiiin  tliat  I  had  not  aseer- 
and  with  siieh  earnestness,  that  before  sunset  she      taiued  tlie  names  of  the  principals  in  tlie  business, 

and  made  that  jinblic  acUnowledgment  for  the 
disinterested  and  important  services  renilered  me, 
which  gratitude,  no  less  than  justice,  demanded. 
For  this  omission  my  iierturbcd  state  of  mind  is 


was  completely  unloaded,  and  the  cargo  carried 
above  liigh-water  mark. 

The  gale,  towards  evening,  had  very  nmcli 
abated,  and,  Itefore  the  next  liigh-water,  was  for- 
tunately succeeded  by  a  calm  and  a  great  der-.oase  '  my  only  anology. 
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of  sea.  In  the  mean  time  the  leaks,  made  in  tiie 
bottom,  were  stopi)ed,  as  well  as  time  and  circum- 
stauces  would  jiermit  ;  an  anchor  was  carried  as 
far  as  the  retreat  of  the  tide  would  adniit,  and  the 
cable  hove  taut.  Having  made  these  dispositions, 
I  engageil  a  pilot  and  a  sntHcient  number  of  men 
to  attend,  at  full  tide,  to  heave  the  vessel  off,  and 
to  endeavour  to  remove  her  into  the  river  Orine, 
which  was  near  by.  These  arrangements  being 
mad(>,  1  went  with  my  men  to  an  inn,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring town  of  Oistreham,  to  get  some  i-efrcsh- 
ment,  and  to  pass  the  night  ;  compelled  by  ex- 
haustioji  to  place  entire  <lependence  on  those  who 
were  strangers  to  us,  for  getting  tlie  vessel  aHoat,  as 
well  as  to  secure  the  cargo  from  being  plundered. 
Though  worn  out  by  fatigue  and  anxiety,  my 
distress  of  mind  was  so  great  that  I  could  not 
sleep.  The  thoughts,  that  I  had  contracted  a  debt 
which  I  mig.  t  never  be  aide  to  pay,  that  no  in- 
surance had  been  etl'ected,  that,  without  credit,  1 
might  bo  compelled  to  sacrifice  what  liad  been  saved 
to  defray  the  cx])enses  incurred,  and  that  my  for- 
tune and  prospects  were  ruin("d,  were  so  incessantly 
haunting  my  imagination,  that  the  night  ratheradded 
to  than  diminished  my  feelings  of  exhaustion. 

The  following  morning  I  found  the  vessel  lying 
safely  in  the  river  Orme  ;  and  men  were  also  tliere, 
ready  to  make  those  temporary  repairs  w  Inch  were 
indispensalile  to  enable  us  to  return  to  Havre.  In 
the  forenoon  it  was  required  of  me  to  go  to  Caen 
(two  or  three  miles  distant)  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  customary  rejiort  to  the  municijial 
authorities,  which  was  a  business  of  very  little  in- 
tricacy anil  of  very  speedy  accomiilishment.  An 
examination  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  satisfied  nie 
that  the  former  could  lie  repaired  at  very  trifling 
expense,  and  that  the  latter  was  not  damaged  to 
much  amount.  The  alacrity  to  render  us  assist- 
ance, in  the  jieoplc  of  this  place,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  our  (iisaster,  was  extended  to  the  period 
when,  the  cargo  having  been  transported  to  the 
vessel  and  re-shipped,  we  were  prepared  to  return 
to  Havre. 

As  in  eases  of  vessels  stranding,  it  seems  to  be 
a  jiractice,  sanctioneil  by  long  established  usage, 
(particularly  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel,)  to 
consider  the  unfortunate  as  those  abandoned  by 
Heaven,  from  whom  may  lawfully  be  taken  all 
that  the  elements  havesiiared,  I  was  prepared  for 
a  demand  of  salvage  to  a  considerable  amount. 
Hut  in  tills  expectation  1  found  1  had  done  great 
injustice  to  these  good  people  ;  for,  on  presenting 
tiieir  account,  it  appeared  they  had  charged  no 
incur  than  for  ordinary  labour,  and  that  at  a  very 
moderate;  rate.  It  is  a  circumstance,  also,  very 
creditable  to  tliem,  that  notwithstanding  some 
packages  of  the  cargo,  of  much  value,  and  of  such 
bulk  as  to  be  easily  concealed,  were  in  their  pos- 
session, exclusively,  for  several  days  and  nights, 
yet  nothing  was  lost.     Although  these  transactions 


With  a  favoural)le  wind  for  Havre,  we  pro- 
ceeded for  that  port,  where  we  arrived  in  about 
ten  days  after  having  sailed  from  there.  The  re- 
ception I  met  with  at  Havre,  from  my  friend 
James  Prince,  Ksi|.,  of  iJoston,  who  was  more 
largely  interested  in  the  adventure  than  any  other 
individual  excepting  myself,  was  kind  am"  frieniUy 
in  the  extreme,  and  tended  to  counteract  the 
effects  of  my  det^p  mortification,  and  to  raise  my 
spirits  for  the  prosecution  of  the  original  plan. 
He  relieved  my  anxiety  relative  to  the  means  of 
defraying  the  ex|)iMises  of  repairs,  by  engaging  to 
provide  them.  lie  gave  me  a  room  .>t  his  house  ; 
and  while  1  was  ill  there  (fortius  1  did  not  escape), 
he  facilitated  my  recovery  by  his  care  and  kind- 
ness. With  such  attentions,  my  health  was  soon 
re-established,  my  s]iirits  renewed,  and  I  pursued 
the  repairing  and  rcHttiug  the  vessel  with  my  ac- 
customed ardour. 

On  examination  of  the  cargo,  it  was  found  to  bo 
very  little  damaged.  The  vessel  was  considc -ably 
injured  so  near  the  keel,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
lay  lier  on  blocks,  where  it  was  discovered  that 
the  lower  plank  was  so  much  broken  that  several 
feet  of  it  would  rcfiuire  to  lie  rei)laced  with 
new.  This  being  accomplished,  the  other  repairs 
made,  and  the  cargo  again  i)ut  on  boaid,  there 
was  nothing  to  ju'event  proceeding  immediately  to 
.sea,  excepting  a  diflieulty  in  procuring  men,  which 
seemed  to  be  insurmountalde.  No  one  of  my 
former  crew,  excepting  a  black  man  ((Jeorge), 
would  try  it  again.  We  had  arrived  at  the  close 
of  the  month  of  November  ;  and  each  day's  delay, 
by  the  advance  of  winter,  increased  the  diflieulty 
and  danger  of  our  enterprise.  liideeil,  the  west- 
erly gales  were  already  of  fret|ue!it  occurrence  ; 
the  nights  had  become  long,  and  when  1  heard  the 
howling  winds  and  beating  rain,  anil  recollected  in 
what  a  frail  boat  I  had  to  contend  with  them,  I 
wished  that  my  destiny  had  marked  out  for  me  a 
task  of  less  difficult  accomplishment. 
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TiiF.  difficulty  of  ju'ocuring  men  seemed  to  in- 
crease witli  each  additional  day's  detention.  Those, 
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!  wlioin  I  CDgaKcd  oiio  <la,v,  would  desert  the  next, 
j  aliiniied   by  soiuo  cxuKJ^enited  story  of  our  first 
■  attoiniit.      In  tlio  course  of  three  weeks,  I  shipped 
i  no  less  than  four  ditl'ereut  men  as  mates,  and   as 
'  many  ditl'ererit  crews,  and  eacli,  in  turn,  abandoned 
I  me.     At  leii!j;th  I  procured  an  active  and  capable 
j  younj;  seaman  from  a  Nantucket  ship,  one  whom 
i  the  cai>tain  reconnnended,  as  mate,  ami  another 
''•  man  and  a  boy  in  addition  to  Cieor;.;c,  who  had 
held  true  to  his  enjragement.   I  was  desirous  of  i)ro- 
I  curing  one  more,  but  my  attempt  to  do  so  was  un- 
successful ;  and  fearinf;  that,  by  any  delay  for  this 
purpose,  1  might  lose  those  already  on  board,  I 
sailed  immediately. 

Our  expedition  had  become  a  subject  of  general 
conversation  in  the  town;  altil  the  difKculty  of 
getting  away  the  Indiaman  (as  she  was  called)  was 
known  to  every  one.  The  day,  therefore,  that  we 
sailed,  the  pier-head  was  again  thronged  with 
people,  wlio  cheered  us  as  we  passed  by,  wishing 
US  uii  Imn  vnyaye ;  but  no  small  portion  of  them 
coiisi<lere<l  us  as  bound  to  certain  destruction.  It 
was  now  the  twenty-first  day  of  December  ;  a  sea- 
son of  the  year  when  the  loss  of  a  few  liours  only 
of  the  easterly  wind,  thou  blowing,  might  be  attend- 
<'d  with  disagreeable,  if  not  disastrous  conse- 
<|nt'nces.  We  therefoi'e  set  all  our  sail  to  improve 
it,  and,  while  nuiking  rapid  progress  towards  the 
channel,  were  brought  to  by  a  Hritish  frigate,  com- 
manded by  Sir  11.  Straehan.  The  boarding  officer 
was  very  civil.  He  declared  our  enterprise  to  be 
a  very  daring  one;  caused  us  as  little  detention  as 
possible,  and,  returning  to  his  ship,  immediately 
made  the  signal  that  we  might  j)roceed. 

It  was  soon  very  evident,  that  no  person  on 
board,  excepting  the  mate  and  myself,  was  capable 
of  performing  the  very  common  and  iiulis|iensable 
business  of  steering  ;  and  though  there  was  no 
iloiibtour  men  would  soon  learn,  yet,  in  the  mean 
time,  we  had  the  prospect  before  us  of  a  tedious, 
though  not  very  laborious  course  of  duty.  As  the 
wind  continued  to  be  favourable,  onr  passage  down 
the  channel  was  easy  and  expeditious  ;  and  the 
day  after  leaving  Havre  we  passed  by  and  in  sight 
of  the  island  of  Usliant.  VVc  were  now  in  a  jiosi- 
tion  to  feel  tiie  full  effect  of  the  westerly  gales, 
which  are  so  prevalent  at  this  season  of  the  year  ; 
and,  in  order  to  have  plenty  of  sea-room,  in  case  of 
encountering  one,  I  directed  a  course  to  be  steered, 
which  should  carry  us  wide  of  Cape  Ortegal. 

A  suftieient  time  hail  now  elapseil,  since  leaving 
Havre,  (it  being  the  third  day,)  to  give  me  a  very 
tolerable  knowledge  of  my  crew  ;  whose  characters, 
peculiarities,  and  aecomplishments  were  such,  that 
a  sketch  of  them  may  not  be  without  interest  to 
the  reader.  .My  mate,  lleuben  liarnes,  was  a 
yoimgman  of  nineteen  or  twenty,  a  native  of  Nan- 
tut  ket,  who,  having  been  engaged  in  the  wiiale 
fishery,  had  profited  liy  tiiat  excellent  school  to 
iici|nire,  not  only  the  knowledge  of  the  seaman's 
profession,  but  also  enough  of  the  meclianic  iirts  to 
HnIi  a  s])ar  with  dexterity,  to  caulk  a  seam,  or  to 
make  a  bucket  or  a  barrel.  The  intelligence, 
activity,  watchfulness,  and  adroitness  of  this  young 
nian  relieved  me  from  nmch  anxiety  and  care  ; 
and  in  his  conduct  while  with  me,  he  evinced  all 
the  steadiness  and  fidelity,  which  the  recomir.endii- 
tion  li(!  brought,  as  well  as  tl'„  place  of  iiis  birtii, 
had  led  me  to  expect. 

Decidedly  the  most  important  personage  of  my 


fore-mast  hands  was  the  black  man  George,  wlio 
had  dared  to  embark  on  onr  second  voyage,  after 
having  sliared  in  the  disasters  of  the  first.  In  his 
a])pearance,  capacity,  and  dialect,  George  was  the 
veriest  negro  that  can  be  imagined.  For  lujuesty, 
fidelity,  and  courage,  he  may  have  been  equalled, 
but  can  never  have  been  surpas.sod.  He  stood 
about  six  feet  and  three  inches,  was  r.ather  slen- 
<ler,  very  awkward,  and  of  much  more  sable  hue 
than  cunnnon,  but  with  an  expression  of  counte- 
nance mild  and  pleasing.  With  simplicity  of 
character  approximating  to  folly,  he  united  a 
degree  of  self-conceit,  wliicli  led  him  to  b.  lieve, 
that  he  could  do  whatever  could  be  done  by 
another,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  suppose  he  could 
make  great  improvements  ;  an  instance  of  whicii 
occurred  before  we  had  been  out  a  week.  In  his 
previous  voyages  George  had  been  cook,  and  had 
therefore  nothing  to  do  with  the  compass  ;  but 
now,  having  to  take  his  regular  turn  at  steering, 
he  was  greatly  puzzled  with  its  unsteadiness.  He 
could  steer  in  the  night  with  tolerable  accuracy,  by 
giving  him  a  star  by  which  to  steer  ;  but  the  com- 
pass appeared  to  liim  to  be  calculated  only  to  em- 
Imrrass.  With  a  view  of  remedying  this  difficulty, 
(jeorge  had  taken  off  the  cover  to  the  till  of  his 
chest,  on  which  having  marked  the  points  of  the 
compass,  and  pierced  a  hole  in  the  centre  for  the 
pivot,  he  brought  it  aft,  and  with  great  appearance 
of  coni[)laeeney,  and  expectation  of  applause, 
|)laced  it  on  deck  before  the  helmsman,  with  the 
proper  iioint  directed  forward  to  correspond  with 
the  course,  and  tlien  exclaimed,  "  Dair,  massa, 
dat  compass  Ite  teady  ;  George  teer  by  liiin,  well 
as  anybody." 

But  this  simiilicity  and  conceit  was  more  than 
redeemed  by  his  tried  fidelity,  and  heroic  courage, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  remarkaljle  instance. 
George  had  been  a  slave  tos,)ine  planter  in  Savan- 
nah; and  one  day,  being  in  the  woods  with  his 
master,  they  encountered  an  Indian,  who  was 
hunting.  Some  dispute  arising,  the  Indian,  having 
the  advantage  of  being  armed,  threatened  to  shoot 
them.  Ill  consequence  of  this  threat,  they  seized 
him  and  took  away  his  gun  ;  but  after  a  little 
wliile,  and  with  urgent  entreaties  and  fair  promises 
from  him,  they  were  induced  to  return  it  ;  first 
taking  the  j)recaution  to  di|)  it  into  water,  to  pre- 
vent an  immediate  use  of  it.  This  served  again 
to  rouse  the  anger  of  the  Indian,  who  immediately 
took  the  readiest  means  for  drying  it.  In  the 
mean  time  (ieorge  and  his  master  had  entered  a 
canoe,  and,  juirsiiing  their  way  in  a  narrow  river 
or  creek,  had  got  a  hmg  distance  from  the  spot 
where  they  had  left  the  Indian;  when,  on  looking 
back,  they  jierceived  him  running  after  them  on 
flu^  bank.  On  arriving  abreast  of  them  he  imme- 
<liately  took  aim,  wliicli  George  perceiving,  tiirow 
himself,  as  a  shield,  between  his  master  and  the 
ball,  iiiid  was  so  severely  wounded,  that  his  life 
was,  for  many  weeks,  despaired  of.  After  a  con- 
finement of  six  months,  he  entiri'ly  recovered  ;  and, 
as  a  reward,  his  master  gave  him  his  liberty. 

At  the  time  he  engaged  with  me,  he  had  been  a 
sailor  aiiout  two  years,  and  had  been  so  invariably 
cheated  out  of  his  wages,  that  he  had  r.o  other 
means  of  clothing  himself  than  tlie  advance  I  paid 
him.  Such  treatment  had  lieeii  productive  of  a 
tinge  of  misanthropy ;  and  it  was  not  until  after 
long  ac<|uaintance,  that  he  gave  me  his  entire  con- 
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Hdence.  .Vs  this  acquaintance  continued  for  many 
years,  (even  as  long  as  he  lived,)  and  as  he  was  a 
sharer  of  my  various  adventures,  I  shall  have  fre- 
(jucnt  occasion  to  mention  lii.s  name  in  coinicxion 
with  my  own,  while  narrating  them. 

My  other  man  had  been  a  Prussian  grenadier. 
He  had  served  in  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wiclc,  at  the  time  of  his  invading  Holland  to  restore 
the  authority  of  the  Stadtholder,  and  in  other  cam- 
paigns; hut,  having  a  dislike  to  the  profession,  he 
had  desertecl.and  had  been,  about  eighteen  months, 
a  sailor  in  Knglish  vessels.  During  this  time  he  had 
not  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  steering,  that  we 
could  leave  him  at  the  helm  without  watching  him  ; 
and  however  brave  he  may  have  been  in  the  ranks, 
ho  was  tile  veriest  coward  imaginable,  when  called 
to  the  performance  of  duties  aloft.  In  addition  to 
this  incapacity,  he  possessed  a  most  ungovernable 
i  teniiier  ;  and,  being  a  powerful  man,  we  liad  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  keeping  him,  at  all  times,  in 
a  state  of  subordination  ;  a  difficulty  which  was,  in 
soniedegree,augmented  by  his  very  impcrfectknow- 
ledge  of  our  language,  and  the  conseiiuent  embar- 
rassment he  found  in  making  himself  understood. 

The  last,  as  well  as  least,  of  our  numbers  was  a 
littL  ?"reneli  boy  of  fourteen  years,  who  possesseil 
all  the  vivacity  peculiar  to  his  countrymen,  and 
who,  having  been  some  time  on  board  the  (.'arma- 
gnole  and  other  privateers,  had  aci[nired  many  of 
the  tricks  of  a  finished  man-of-war's  man.  Some 
months'  residence  in  an  English  prison  had  given 
him  the  command  of  a  few  English  words  ;  but 
they  were  not  of  a  selection  that  indicated  much 
care  in  the  teacher. 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  George,  the  I'liissian 
grenadier,  and  the  FrtMich  boy,  to  get  into  a  warm 
debate  on  the  relative  merits  of  their  respective 
countries;  for  they  were  all  men  of  great  vivacity 
and  patriotism  ;  and  sometimes  (prol)ably  from  not 
understanding  each  (»tlier)  they  would  become  so 
aiigrj',  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  mate  to 
interfere  to  restore  tranquillity.  At  sueli  moments 
I  used  to  thiiik,that  if  Hogartli  could  have  been  an 
observer,  his  genius  would  have  done  justice  to  the 
group.  It  may  fairly  be  prei-umed,  however,  that 
such  a  ship's  company,  for  an  India  voyage,  was 
iifvcr  before  seen,  and,  moreover,  that  "  we  ne'er 
shall  look  upon  its  like  again." 

For  several  days  after  jiassing  tin?  Isle  of 
Usliant,  the  wind  was  light  from  north-west  and 
west-north-west,  accompanied  with  a  heavy  swell 
froiii  that  ipiarter  ;  and  though  our  progress  was, 
ill  consequence,  slow,  it  was  ])ro])ortionally  com- 
fortable. Bi.'l'ore  we  had  reached  the  latitude  of 
Cai)e  Finisterre,  the  light  wind,  before  which  we 
had  been  sailing  with  all  our  canvas  si)read,  dii'il 
away,  and  left  us,  some  hours,  becalmed.  During 
this  time  one  of  our  pigs  had  got  overboard,  and 
was  swimming  away  from  thi;  vessel,  tieorge, 
being  an  excellent  swimmer,  did  not  hesitate  to  go 
after  him  ;  Iiut  when  ho  had  caught  him,  at  the 
ilistance  from  us  of  about  twenty  fathoms,  a  light 
pulf  of  wind,  termed  by  seamen  a  cat's-paw,  touk 
the  sails  aback,  and  suddenly  inereaseil  our  dist- 
ance from  George,  who,  jierceiving  it,  and  becoiii- 
iiig  alarmed,  let  go  the  j>ig,  and  swam  for  the 
vessel,  crying  out  lustily,  as  he  approached,  "  I 
•lead,  I  dea<l.''  As  he  had  not  been  long  in  tlit! 
water,  nor  used  siicii  exertion  as  to  cause  extraor- 
dinary exhaustion,  I  was  apprehensive,  that  he 


might  be  attacked  by  <asliark.  We  threw  towards 
him  a  spar,  ami  set  immediately  about  clearing 
away  the  boat  ;  but  before  we  could  be  ready  to 
launch  it,  George  iiad  seized  the  spar,  and,  by  its 
aid.  had  succeeded  in  getting  along-side.  Wlien 
taken  on  board  he  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his 
belief,  that  our  going  from  him  was  intentional, 
and  that,  had  the  breeze  continued,  we  should  have 
left  him  for  the  purpose  of  saving  his  wages.  Nor 
was  it  until  after  long  expei'ience,  and  repeatedly 
receiving  liis  wages,  when  due,  that  ho  would 
acknowledge  that  he  had  judged  me  erroneously. 

The  day  succeeding  tliis  adventure  we  liad 
another,  which  had  nearly  brought  our  voyage  to 
a  close.  Early  in  the  morning  we  fell  in  with  tlie 
British  frigate.  Stag.  The  wind  was  so  liglit,  and 
its  intluenee  on  the  mana'uvrcs  of  the  ship  so 
counteracted  by  a  deep  and  liollow  swell,  tliat,  1 
getting  steriiway,  her  countei'  came  in  contact 
with  our  broailside  with  a  tremendous  force, 
which  threatened  immediate  destruction,  and 
which  must  Iiave  been  the  result,  but  for  the 
order,  instantly  given  and  obeyed,  to  "fill  away." 
This  saved  us  from  a  second  shock  ;  and  we 
were  happy  to  perceive  we  had  received  no  other 
damage  than  that  of  breaking  the  rail.  Tlio 
officer  of  the  frigate  very  politely  ottered  to  send 
their  carpenter  on  board  to  repair  this  ;  but  I  de- 
clined, from  my  desire  of  not  losing  a  moment's 
time  in  advancing  towards  those  latitudes,  where 
gales  of  wind  were  of  less  frequent  occurrence. 
When  we  were  released  from  this  visit,  the  mate 
immediately  set  about  exei'cising  his  ingenuity  as 
carpenter ;  and,  with  great  ap])lication,  he  com- 
pleted the  repairs,  in  a  workmanliki;  manner,  ou 
the  third  day  after  meeting  the  aceident. 

W<'  had  now  advanced  far  into  the  second  week 
of  our  departure.  The  wind,  though  light,  was 
fair,  and  the  ]U'(ispect  was  favourable  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  good  weather.  These  encouraging 
circunistanees  led  me  to  hope,  that  we  should 
reach  the  tropical  latitudes  witliout  encountering 
a  gale,  and  also,  witliout  meeting,  what  was  more 
to  be  dreaded,  any  one  of  those  Spanish  ov  Frencii 
privateers,  which  had  freijueiited  the  track  we 
were  i)assiiig,  and  whose  eiuiduct,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  defenceless  merchant  vessels,  had  nearly 
e()n!illed  that  of  the  ancient  buccaneers. 

We  had  passeil  by  many  vessels,  but  had  care- 
fully avoided  spt'aking  with  any  oiit>.  At  h.Migth, 
on  a  very  tine  morning,  as  the  sun  rose,  and  when 
\Ve  were  about  fifty  leagues  west  of  I'ailiz,  wo  per- 
ceived a  small  sail  in  the  north-west.  At  tea 
o'clock  she  was  ecpially  ]ilaiii  to  be  seen  ;  and  by 
noon  W(!  were  satislii-d  she  was  in  chase  of,  and 
was  gaininir  on  ns.  We  kept  steadily  on  our 
course,  lidpliig  that  an  increase  of  wind  would  give 
us  an  advantage,  or  that  some  other  object  migiit 
divert  their  atti'iition.  lint  our  liojies  were  falla- 
cious. The  wind  rather  ilecreased  ;  and  when 
this  was  the  case,  we  observeil  she  a])]ieared  to 
aiiproacli  us  faster.  By  two  o'eloek  we  perceived 
she  had  latteen  sails,  and  hence  lia<l  no  doubt  of 
her  lieing  a  privateer.  Soon  after  she  began  to 
fire  at  us,  but  the  balls  fell  much  short.  As  tlie 
wind  continued  very  light,  it  was  soon  ajqiarent, 
that  we  eould  not  escape, as  we  perceived  that  her 
progress  was  accelerated  by  means  of  a  multituilc 
of  sweeps  To  run  any  longer  would  only  liave 
been  incurring  the  risk  of  irritating  the  captain  of 
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the  buccaneer  ;  we  therefore  rounded  to,  and  pre- 
pared to  be  plundered. 

As  they  came  up  with  us,  about  five  o'clock, 
they  gave  such  a  shout  of  "  lioiiiw  prise  !  Imnnc 
prise!"  as  would  be  expected  from  banditti  sub- 
ject to  no  control  ;  but  1  felt  considerable  relief  in 
tlie  persuasion,  tliat,  as  their  Hag  indicated,  they 
were  l-'i-ench,  and  not  Spanish.  After  the  shout- 
ing had  ceased,  1  was  ordered,  in  very  coarse 
terms,  to  hoist  out  my  boat  and  come  on  board 
with  my  papers.  I  replied,  that  I  liad  not  men 
suflieient  to  put  out  the  boat.  The  order  was  re- 
iterated, accompanied  with  a  threat  of  firing  into 
us.  I  then  sent  my  men  below,  and  waited  the 
result,  which  was,  that  they  got  out  their  own  boat. 
The  oHicer,  who  came  on  board,  I  suppose  to  liave 
liei'u  the  captain  himself,  from  tlie  circumstance 
of  his  being  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  from  my 
presence  not  being  retiuired  on  board  the  priva- 
teer. A  cui-sory  examination  of  our  juipers  con- 
vinced liim  of  our  neutral  character  ;  and  the 
exhibition  of  a  passport  with  a  seal  and  signature 
of  one  high  in  autliority  in  the  French  govern- 
ment, wliile  it  astonislied,  seemed  also  to  satisfy 
him,  that  the  less  trouble  and  detention  ho  gave  us 
the  better  ;  as  he  immediately  ordered  his  ruilians  to 
desist  from  clearing  away  for  opening  the  hatches, 
wliicli  they  had  already  begun,  am!  to  go  on  board 
their  boat,  where,  after  wishing  inu  a  good  voy. 
age,  and  regretting  the  detention  lie  had  caused,  lie 
joined  them ;  and  they  returned  to  their  priva- 
teer and  sailed  in  pursuit  of  other  adventures. 

Tlie  result  of  this  rencontre  was  better  than  I 
had  anticipated  ;  awari?,  as  I  was,  of  the  general 
insubordination  on  boanl  of  vessels  of  this  descrip- 
tion. 1  had  feared,  that  even  if  the  chief  had  been 
disposed  to  prevent  his  men  from  plundering,  it 
would  not  have  been  in  his  power;  and  I  was 
much  relieved  by  finding  myself  mistaken. 

I'ursuing  a  course  for  tlii^  Cape  de  Verde  Islands, 
we  came  in  sight  of  them,  tli(.'  thirtieth  day  from 
leaving  Havre.  It  was  my  intention  to  stop  at 
I'ort  I'raya,  to  obtain  a  ^uipply  of  fruit  and  vege- 
tables ;  but  1  was  prevented  by  a  gale  of  wind,  in 
which  we  lay  to,  twelve  hours,  and  had  a  fair  o]i- 
]iortunity  of  testing  the  good  properties  of  the  ves- 
sel for  this  important  purpose.  This  was  the  only 
gale  of  any  severity  that  we  exjierieiiced  during 
the  passage ;  and,  as  evidence  that  it  was  of  no  in- 
considerable violence,  a  ship  came  into  the  ('ape  of 
tjood  Mope,  three  days  alter  our  arrival  there, 
which  had  lost  her  niizzenmast  in  the  same  gale. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  crossed  the 
ocean,  and  may  easily  be  imagined  l>y  those  who 
have  not,  that  a  passage  at  sea  presents  to  the  ob- 
server little  else,  from  day  to  day,  than  the  same 
unbounded,  and  (in  trojiical  climes)  unvaried  hori- 
zon ;  the  sauK!  aliyss  of  waters,  agitated,  more  or 
less,  as  it  is  acted  upon  by  the  wind  ;  the  same  rou- 
tine of  duties  to  be  performed  on  board,  which,  in 
the  trade  winds,  have  seldom  even  the  ordinary 
e.scitement,  caused  by  reducing  and  making  sail; 
and  when  this  monotonous  rmmd  is  interrupted,  by 
speaking  a  vessel,  by  catching  a  porpoise,  or  by 
seeing  a  whale,  the  incident  is  seized  with  avidity 
as  an  important  item  to  be  inserted  in  the  ship's 
log-book,  or  journal  of  the  day's  transactions. 

As  our  experience  was  of  this  kind,  1  have 
only  to  notice,  that  we  crosse<l  Ihe  e(|uator  in  the 
longitude  of  25"  ;  and  that  we  met  with  no  ocenr- 


renco,  worthy  of  note,  from  the  time  of  our  leaving 
the  Cape  do  Verde  Islands  to  our  arrival  at  the   , 
Cape  of  Good    Hope,  excepting  tliat  one  night, 
when  going  before  the  wind  with  a  strong  Iireeze,   j 
the  Prussian  .soldier  brought  over  the  main  boom  I 
with  such  violt.ice,  as  to  part  the  sheet,  and  rouse 
all  hands  from  their  slumbers.     As  tiiero  was  a  | 
considerable  sea,  it  was  not  witliout  great  difli-  I 
culty  and  risk,  that  the  boom  was  again  secured.     | 

After  passing  the  equator,  we  discovei-ed,  that  . 
one  of  our  casks  of  water  liad  nearly  leaked  out  ;  j 
and,  having  failed  to  fill  uj)  the  empty  ones,  it 
was  doubtful  if  we  had  sufficient  to  caiTy  us  to  | 
the  Isle  of  Franco.  This  consideration,  and  the 
desire  of  obtaining  refreshments  and  a  sliort  j 
respite  from  the  fatigue  anil  anxiety  of  such  a  ■ 
jiassage,  determined  me  to  stop  at  the  Cape  ;  as  '■ 
I  believed,  also,  that  our  cargo  might  be  sold  j 
advantageously  there.  i 

Shaping  our  course,  accordingly,  we  came  in 
sight  of  the  Table  Mount,  on  the  21st  of  March, 
17!'H,  just  three  months  from  the  time  of  our 
leaving  Havre.  We  were  so  near  in  before  dark 
as  to  perceive,  that  we  were  signalled  at  the  Lion's- 
head,  but  were  not  able  to  reach  the  anchorage 
until  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  evening. 
We  had  scarcely  dropped  our  anchor,  when  we 
were  boarded  by  a  man-of-war's  boat  ;  the  officer 
of  which,  finding  we  were  from  France,  imme- 
<Iiately  hurried  me  ashore,  in  my  sea  garb,  to  see 
the  Admiral,  (Sir  Hugh  C.  Christian,)  who,  sur- 
rounded by  a  group  of  naval  officers,  a])iieared 
very  earnest  for  such  European  news  as  1  could 
give  them.  After  passing  nearly  an  hour  with 
tin;  Admiral,  who  treated  me  v.iil;  great  civi- 
lity, and  answering  the  many  questions  w'lich 
were  asked  by  the  company,  the  officer,  who  took 
me  from  my  vessel,  was  desired  to  convey  me  on 
board  again  :  an  hour  having  been  previously 
named  by  the  Admiral,  at  which  I  was  to  meet 
him,  the  next  morning,  at  the  governnient-liouse. 

The  arrival  of  such  a  vessel  from  I'iurope  na- 
turally excited  the  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape  ;  and  the  next  morning,  being  calm,  we 
had  numerous  visitors  on  boai'd,  who  could  not 
disguise  their  astonishment  at  the  size  of  the 
ve.ssel,  the  boyish  ajipearance  of  the  master  and 
mate,  the  queer  and  unique  characters  of  the 
two  men  and  boy  who  constituted  the  crew,  and 
the  length  of  the  passage  we  had  accomplished. 

Various  wore  the  conjectures  of  the  good  people 
of  the  Cape,  as  to  the  real  object  of  our  enter- 
jirise.  Wliile  some  among  them  viewed  it  in  its 
true  light,  that  of  a  eoniniercial  siieculation,  others 
believed,  that,  under  this  mask,  we  were  em- 
]>loyed  by  the  French  government  for  the  con- 
veyance of  their  despatches  ;  and  some  even  went 
so  far  as  to  declare  a  belief,  that  we  were  French 
spies,  and,  as  such,  deserving  of  immediate  arrest 
and  confinement.  Indeed,  our  enterprise  formed 
the  principal  theme  of  conversation  at  the  Cape, 
during  the  week  Bubse(ii"2nt  to  our  arrival. 

At  the  hour  ap])ointed  1  presented  myself  at 
the  government-house,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
Covernor,  Lord  Macartney,  in  whose  company  I 
found  also  the  Admiral.  There  was  so  mucli 
urbanity  and  affability  in  tlie  reception  I  met  with 
from  the  Governor,  as  well  as  the  Admiral,  that 
it  inspired  me  with  confidence,  and  prevented  my 
feeling  any  embarrassment.     'I'lie  Governor  very 
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politely  handed  me  a  chair  ;  and,  seated  between 
these  two  distinguished  men,  I  wsvs  prciMired  to 
answer,  to  the  best  of  my  knowleilge,  sueli  (|ueH- 
tions  an  tiiey  sliouid  ask  me,  and  to  give  tlieni  all 
the  late  information  respect ill;^'  European  alFairs, 
that  my  residence  in  that  country,  and  my  recent 
departure,  enabled  me  to  do.  It  was  just  at  tliis 
period  that  the  Hotilia  were  asscmblin;;,  in  the 
ports  of  the  Channel,  for  the  invasion  of  England  ; 
and  on  this  subject,  in  particular,  they  were  very 
earnest  to  obtain  information  ;  seeming  to  be  not 
without  appri.'hension  that  an  invasion  was  really 
intended.  '  While  I  related  to  them  what  had 
come  under  my  own  observation  with  regard  to 
the  preparation,  and  what  1  had  heard  from  othei's, 
I  I  expressed  to  them  my  belief,  founded  on  the 
desperate  nature  of  the  undertaking,  that  nothing 
more  was  intended  by  it  than  to  keep  Lngiand  in 
a  state  of  alai'm,  and  to  cause  a  corresi)onding 
increase  of  expenses. 

Having  interrogated  mo  to  their  satisfaction  on 
the  political  affairs  of  France,  tliey  adverted  to  the 
more  humble  business  of  the  object  of  my  enter- 
]U'ise,  which  the  Admiral  did  not  hesitate  to  declare 
lie  believe  '  to  be  for  the  conveyance  of  despatches 
for  tile  French  government  ;  and,  in  this  belief, 
I  infornieil  me  that  ho  should  take  measures  to  pre- 
vent my  going  to  the  Isle  of  France.  A.t  the  same 
time,  and  as  an  additional  evidence  of  this  [lersua- 
sion,  he  had  ordered  that  a  search  should  be  made 
on  board  my  vessel  for  the  supposed  despatches, 
and  that  all  the  pajiers  and  letters  found  on  board 
should  be  brouglit  to  him.  Cousciiuentiy,  my 
journal,  book  of  aeeounts,  and  private  letters  and 
])a])ers  were  submitted  to  ills  iiispeetion  ;  and  the 
letters  1  had  for  French  gentlemen  in  the  .Mauri- 
tius were  all  Ijroken  open. 

On  the  conclusion  of  my  visit  to  the  Governor, 
who  gave  me  permission  to  disjiose  of  my  cargo 
here  if  I  desired,  1  went  to  the  house  of  an  old 
aeijuaintaiiee,  where  I  iia<l  lodged  in  a  former 
voyage,  and  in  what  he  considered  more  ])ropitious 
times.  Both  he  an<l  his  family  seemed  glad  to  sec 
nu\  and  invited  me  to  take  up  my  lodgings  there 
again  ;  but  the  safety  of  my  vosel  reipiired  my 
presence  on  Ixiard  not  less  in  port  than  at  sea,  and 
I  therefore  declined. 

The  day  following,  my  pa]>ers  and  letti.'rs  were 
returned  to  me  by  the  secretary  of  the  /Vdmiral  ; 
and  I  was  snriirised  liy  a  proposition  I'roni  him 
for  the  purchase  of  my  vessil.  I  delayed  giving 
an  answer  until  the  next  day  ;  and,  in' the  mean 
time,  my  incpiiries  led  me  to  believe  that  my 
cargo  would  sell  advantag(!ously  ;  but  there  was 
nothing  but  specie,  wiiich  would  answer  my  |)ur- 
pose  to  take  away  for  it,  and  this  was  prohil)ited. 
With  a  provision  for  the  removal  of  this  dithculty, 
and  a  good  price  for  my  vessel,  1  was  jireiiarecl  to 
negotiate  with  the  secretary.  Meeting  him,  there- 
fore, at  the  time  appointed,  and  being  both  what 
in  trade  is  called  oH-hand  men,  wi:  soon  closed  the 
bargain,  by  his  engaging  to  jiay  me,  on  delivery  of 
the  Caroline  and  stores,  live  thousand  Siianish 
dollars,  and  to  obtain  for  me  |)ermission  to  export 
ten  thousand.  This  so  far  exceeded  the  cost  of 
the  vessel,  and  was  even  so  nuich  more  than  I 
had  expected  to  receive  at  the  Isle  of  France,  that 
I  considered  myself  already  well  indemnified  for 
all  my  trouble  and  anxiety. 

As  the  Admiral  was  pressing  to  have  the  vessel 


discharged,  it  was  my  intention  to  land  the  cargo 
next  day  on  my  own  account  ;  but,  in  the  mean 
tinu',  I  ct)ntracted  with  tli<^  merchant,  at  whose 
house  1  now  resided,  for  the  whole  of  it,  at  a 
moderate  advance  on  the  invoice  ;  it  being  agreed 
that  he  was  to  j)ay  the  duties,  the  expense  of  land- 
ing, &c.  My  spirits  were  now  much  elevated  with 
my  success,  and  with  the  prosjjcct  of  soon  being 
rid  of  the  Caroline,  and  of  the  care  inseparable 
from  having  such  a  vessel  so  circumstanced. 

Hut  I  was  allowed  but  a  short  period  to  my 
exultation  ;  new  and  alarming  diiKculties  awaited 
me,  of  which  I  had  no  suspicion,  and  whieli  were 
more  harassing  than  the  dangers  of  the  winds  and 
the  waves.  Itai)peared,  that  the  duties  on  entries 
at  the  custom-house  were  a  per-centage  on  tlie 
invoice,  and  that  it  was  a  very  common  practice 
with  the  merchants  to  make  short  entries.  The 
])nrcliaser  was  aware  that,  to  stand  on  equal  foot- 
ing with  other  merchants,  he  must  do  as  they  did  ; 
but  he  seems  not  to  liave  reflected,  that,  being 
known  to  be  more  hostile  to  tiie  English  govern- 
ment than  any  other  individual  at  the  Cape,  he 
would  be  rigidly  watched,  and,  if  detected,  would 
have  less  indulgence  than  any  other.  Tlic  conse- 
quence was  a  detection  of  the  short  entry,  and 
seizure  of  vessel  and  cargo.  The  merchant  went 
immediately,  in  a  supplicating  mood  to  the  collector, 
in  the  hope  of  arranging  the  afl'air  before  it  should 
become  generally  known  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain. 

The  only  alternative,  which  seemed  now  to  be 
left  mo,  was  to  ajipeal  to  the  highest  autliority  ; 
and  I  determined  to  write  to  Lord  Maca-tney, 
and  prove  to  him  that,  by  my  contract  for  the  sale 
of  the  cargo,  the  duties  were  not  to  bo  paid  by 
me,  and  that  consequently  1  should  have  derived 
no  benefit,  had  the  attempt  for  evading  them  suc- 
ceeded ;  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  vessel 
and  cargo  were  to  be  confiscated  I  should  be  the 
suH'erer,  as  it  was  doubtful  if  the  merchant  could 
make  good  the  loss.  I  hoped  that  he  might  thus 
be  induced  to  advise  a  less  severe  course  than  the 
collector  intended  to  pursue.  Uut  how  to  write  a 
suitable  letter  embarrassed  me.  I  had  no  friend 
with  whom  to  advise;.  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
tli<>  manner  of  addressing  a  nobleman,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of  doing  it 
with  pro])riety.  In  this  dilemma,  1  remembered 
fo  have  seen,  in  an  ohl  magazine  on  board,  some 
letters  addressed  to  noblemen.  These  I  sought 
as  models  ;  and  they  were  a  useful  guide  to  me. 
After  I  had  completed  my  letter  in  my  best  hand, 
and  inclosed  it  in  a  neat  envelope,  1  showed  it 
to  till'  Admiral's  secretarj-,  who  appeared  to  be 
friendly  to  nie.  He  approved  of  it,  and  advised 
my  taking  it  myself  to  his  l()rdslii|)  immediately. 

As  the  schoollioy  approaches  his  master  after 
having  jilayed  truant,  so  did  I  apiu'oach  Lord 
Macartney  on  this  occasion.  I  delivered  my 
letter  to  him  ;  and,  after  liastily  reading  it,  ho 
sternly  saiil,  "  he  could  not  interfere  in  tlie  busi- 
ness ;  there  were  the  laws,  and  if  they  liad  been 
infringed,  the  parties  concerned  must  abide  the 
conse(|uence  ;"  but  added,  ''lie  would  speak  to 
the  collector  on  the  subject."  This  addition,  deli- 
vered in  rather  a  milder  tone,  led  me  to  encourage 
the  hope  that  the  affair  would  not  end  so  disas- 
trously as  if  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
collector.  Nor  were  my  hopes  unfounded  ;  as, 
the  next  day,  the  vessel,  and  that  part  of  the 
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f;iru;o  yi't  remaining;  on  Ixiiird,  were  restored  to 
1110  ;  while  tlie  portion  in  possession  ot  the  col- 
lector was  to  be  adjudged  in  the  fiscal  court, 
where  it  was  eventually  condemned,  to  the  amount 
of  aliont  two  thousand  dollars  *.  The  success  of 
my  letter  was  a  thenu!  of  ])u))lie  conversation  in 
the  town,  and  was  the  means  of  procuring  me  the 
aciiuaintance  of  several  individuals  of  the  first 
respectability. 

The  delay,  caused  by  this  controvei'sy  with  the 
collector,  was  unfavourable  to  the  views  of  the 
Admiral,  who  began  to  evince  symptoms  of  impa- 
tience, and  would,  probably,  have  taken  out  the 
cargo  with  his  own  men,  if  we  had  not  set  about 
it  with  earnestness,  as  soon  as  the  vessel  was 
released  from  seizure.  Having,  tlio  day  following, 
completed  the  unlading,  I  delivered  the  vessel  to 
the  officer  who  was  authorised  to  take  possession. 
In  two  days  after,  she  was  expedited,  with  a  lieu- 
tenant  and  competent  number  of  men  (1  believe 
for  India) ;  and,  in  a  subsequent  voyage,  J  learned 
that  she  had  never  been  heard  of  afterwards.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  officer  in  charge,  having  been 
accustomed  only  to  large  and  s(iuarc  rigged  ves- 
sels, was  not  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  management 
which  one  so  small  and  differently  rigged  required  ; 
and  to  this  her  loss  may  be  attributed. 

The  various  drawbacks  on  my  cargo,  arising 
from  seizure,  some  damage,  and  sumo  abatement, 
reduced  the  net  proceeds  to  about  the  original  cost. 
This,  with  the  amount  of  the  vessel,  I  collected  in 
Spanish  dollars,  making  together,  after  my  various 
disbursements,  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  dollars, 
which  I  kept  in  readiness  to  embark  in  the  first 
vessel  that  should  enter  tlie  liay  on  her  way  to 
India  or  Cliina.  I  was  otdiged,  however,  to  wait 
several  months  before  any  such  chance  ofTered. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  long  residence  and  leisure 
at  the  Cape  afforded  me  tiie  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing ac(juainted  with  many  families,  and  of  visiting 
many  places  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Town. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Description  of  the  Capo.— Of  the  Town.— i;tVocts  of  South- 
I'list  wiiul.— liuvil's  Tablr  t'lotli— Seiisoii  of  Wostoily 
(.Jules.  — lliingenms  to  the  SliippinK-— Los^of  tlioSeeptre. 
— I.ohs  of  Shi|)  .lell'crsoii. -.Notice  of  the  liiliahituiits. 
—  Tlieir  reelings  under  the  iietiial  (lovernnient. — 
Simon's  Itiiy.— Constiintia — Signal  Hill.— Kesiilenee  anil 
He.sonice  ot  the  .Man  stiitioned  there.— Table  .Mountain, 
riie  .\seentanil  View  therefrom.— Perilous  Situation. — 
Moilo  of  Ke.^eue.- Descent  auil  Hetuiii  to  Town. 

Tiiu  formation  of  this  Cape  is  so  remarkable,  as 
to  make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  memory  of 
those  who  have  once  seen  it.  The  group  of  lofty 
and  steep  hills,  called  the  Devil's  Mount,  the 
Table-Land,  the  Sugar-Loaf,  and  the  Lion's  Kump, 
form  a  barrier  on  the  south  and  tlie  east  sides  of 
the  town,  which  apjiears  almost  impassal)le.  On 
a  plain,  at  the  foot  of  these  hills,  and  on  the  border 
of  Table- Bay,  is  situated  the  beautiful  town  of  the 
Cape.  It  presents  a  fine  appearance  when  seen 
from  the  bay,  and  seems  to  possess  all  that  neat- 
ness which  is  ail  acknowledged  characteristic  of 
the  Dutch.     The  streets  are  parallid  to  each  other, 

*  As  It  favour  to  the  inerelmnt,  I  consunted  to  sluire  tlio 
lusH  with  liim. 


and  are  kept  very  clean.  There  is  a  large  square 
for  a  parade-ground,  at  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
which  is  bounded  by  a  canal  bordered  with  a 
double  row  of  trees.  The  Company's  Garden,  as 
it  is  called,  is  a  space  of  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  on 
the  east  side  of  the  town.  It  is  inclosed  by  a  wall, 
and  laid  out  in  handsome  walks,  and  forms  one  of 
the  most  delightful  lounges  in  the  world.  In  a 
retired  part  of  this  garden,  and  almost  hidden 
with  trees,  is  the  residence  of  the  governor.  Most 
of  the  houses  consist  of  two  stories,  and  are  covered 
with  i)l.ister ;  which  being  whitewashed  every  year, 
they  have  an  uncommonly  neat  appearance. 

During  the  summer  months  the  inhabitants  are 
greatly  annoyed  by  the  clouds  of  sand  which  are 
raised  by  the  south-east  wind,  which  is  often  so 
violent  as  to  compel  them  to  keep  within  doors, 
and  jienetrates  into  all  the  crevices  of  doors  and 
windows  which  have  not  been  carefully  closed. 
These  gales,  which  last  two  or  three  days,  are 
followed  by  calms  and  light  variable  winds  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  During  these  gales,  and  for 
some  time  before,  the  top  of  the  Table-land  is 
enveloped  in  thick  clouds,  which  the  people  of 
tlie  Cape  call  the  Devil's  Table-cloth.  Although 
these  winds  are  often  so  violent  as  to  prevent 
communication  with  the  shipping  in  the  bay,  yet 
they  are  rarely  the  cause  of  any  disaster.  Not 
so  with  the  westerly  gales  which  prevail  in  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  and  bring  in  a 
sea  which  it  is  impossible  to  resist. 

A  melancholy  instance  of  the  power  of  these 
gales  was  seen  in  the  loss  of  the  English  si.xty- 
fourgun  shi]>  .Sceptre,  with  nearly  all  Iier  crew. 
The  Dutch  East  Indianien  were  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  use  of  Simon's  Bay  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  In  times  of  peace  it  was  common  for 
the  vessels  of  all  nations,  on  their  way  to  and  from 
India,  to  touch  at  this  place  for  refreshments  ; 
and  then  almost  every  liouse  was  open  for  the 
reception  of  the  captains  and  officers  for  a  mode- 
rate compensation.  But  the  vexations,  experienced 
by  neutral  commerce  at  this  period,  wore  enough 
to  discourage  most  navigators  from  stopjiing  there. 
While  I  was  there,  the  ship  Jeffer-son  of  Boston 
was  compelled  to  come  in,  from  having  been  six 
months  on  her  way  from  Boston  to  India.  The 
suspicions  of  the  govc^rnment  were  roused  ;  and, 
not  satisfied  with  the  ex.amination  of  the  log-book 
and  papers,  they  caused  her  to  be  entirely  unladed. 
.\nd  although  she  was  at  length  released,  yet  be- 
fore she  could  get  away,  a  gale  caiiio  on  from  the 
west,  in  which  she  went  ashore  and  was  totally  lost. 

The  climate  of  the  Cape  is  very  healthy  ;  which 
blessing  many  of  the  inhabitants  attribute  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  high  winds  ;  yet  it  is  observed, 
that  instances  of  longevity  are  very  rare,  and  that 
few  old  persons  are  met  with.  The  native  citizens 
are,  for  the  most  part,  hosiiitable,  friendly,  and 
atiable.  A  love  of  ease  and  relaxtition,  and  an 
aversion  to  much  activity  of  body  or  mind,  are 
striking  characteristics  in  the  men.  The  ladies 
are  generally  very  pretty,  have  fine  complexions, 
graceful  and  pleasing  manners,  and  cultivated 
minds.  The  invariable  and  universal  siesta 
cau.ses  a  midnight  silence  and  soelusion  for  the 
two  or  three  hours  immediately  succeeding  dinner. 
All  the  domestics,  and  most  of  the  mechanics,  are 
slaves  ;  and,  a.-  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing,  they  are  treated  with  more  Iiuinanity 
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tliau  is  generally  supposed.  N'otwitlistaiuliiif;  tlie 
increase  of  linili'ling^,  and  tlio  rise  in  value  of  real 
estate,  aa  well  as  various  other  advantafjes  felt  by 
the  inhabitants  sinee  tliey  submitted  to  the  Knulisli 
!;overnnient,  there  was,  nevertheless,  observable 
in  many  an  impatience  of  a  foreign  yoke,  a  feeling 
of  beins  a  ciuKiuored  people,  and  a  sense  of  de- 
gradation, wiiieh  was  very  natural,  and  which 
would  not  be  easily  ett'aeed  even  under  the  mild 
and  ciiuitablo  government  of  the  English. 

In  company  with  a  native  mex'cliant  I  made  an 
excursion  to  Simon's  Bay,  and  to  the  pretty  estate 
of  Tonstantia.  Not  being  able  to  procure  lodgings 
on  shore,  we  passed  a  night  on  board  an  American 
ship,  which,  together  with  several  English  men- 
of-\v;ir  and  Indiamen,  was  lying  for  security  in 
Simon's  Hay.  At  Const;intia  we  were  i-iitertained 
with  great  liospitality  and  po'iteness  by  the  pro- 
prietor, wlio  showed  us  every  i)art  of  liis  beautiful 
estate,  which,  for  extreme  neatness,  as  well  as  for 
protit,  is  unrivalled.  The  wine  made  at  this  place 
is  well  known  in  Kurope  and  in  the  United  States; 
though  it  is  said  that  more  than  treble  the  iiuan- 
tity  ]-roduced  on  this  estate  is  annually  sold  uniler 
the  nauK!  of  Constantia.  Its  peculiar  fl  ivour  is 
attributed  to  the  properties  of  the  soil ;  all  attempts 
to  ])roduce  the  same  elsewhere  having  failed. 

An  excursion  to  the  tlag-stati'  on  Sugar- Loaf 
Hill  was  an  afternoon's  labour  of  no  easy  accom- 
plishment, liefore  reaching  the  top,  there  are 
several  peri)endicular  ]irecipices  of  ten  to  fifteen 
feet  to  climb  ;  and  ropes  are  fastened  to  bolts, 
inserted  in  the  rocks,  to  aid  the  ascent.  The  man 
who  is  stationcnl  here  to  signal  the  approach  of 
vessels,  is  provided  with  a  small  brass  cannon  and 
several  flags  ;  the  former  to  announce  a  siil  in 
the  horizon,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  citizens  ;  tlie  latter  to  denote  the 
kind  of  vessel  and  the  nation  to  which  she  belongs. 
By  the.se  means,  iidormation  of  the  ajiproach  of  a 
vessel  is  given  many  hours  befoie  her  arrival  in 
the  bay.  The  habitation  of  this  man  is  so  con- 
tiued,  that  his  residence  there  would  be  considered 
a  cruel  imnishment,  were  it  not  voluntary.  It  is 
a  mere  dog-kennel,  partly  formed  by  the  rock  and 
partly  artificial,  but  barely  sufficient  to  slielter  one 
person,  in  a  sitting  ])osture,  from  the  rays  of  the 
sun  and  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The 
greatest  interior  space  does  not  exceed  five  feet, 
from  the  den  to  the  perpendicular  precipice.  A 
slave  lirings  him  his  :hiily  provisions  and  water  ; 
and  this  is  the  only  opportunity  the  recluse  has 
for  conversation  during  the  day.  My  visit  was, 
therefore,  considereil  by  him  as  a  kind  of  god- 
senil,  for  which  he  ainieared  to  be  very  grateful, 
and  which  he  begged  me  to  repeat. 

The  excursion  over  the  Table-.Mountain,  which 
is  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  two  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  was  an  undertaking 
of  such  labour  as  to  rei|uire  the  greater  part  of  a 
day  to  perform  it.  It  was  advisable  also,  on  many 
considerations,  to  make  up  a  party  for  the  purpose. 
Accordingly,  having  engaged  iiw.  mate  of  the  .Jef- 
ferson, and  my  own  mate,  to  accompany  me,  we 
set  out  together  on  a  fine,  clear  morning,  jtrovided 
with  refreshments,  but  without  a  guide  ;  not  doubt- 
ing, with  tiie  information  given  us,  of  being  altle 
to  find  our  way.  We  met  with  no  embarrassment 
in  reaching  the  chasm,  on  one  side  of  which  were 
the  craggy  and  inegular  steps,  by  which  only  we 


could  work  our  way  to  the  top.  The  task  was 
arduous,  ami  r<M|uired  two  hours  of  great  exiTtion 
for  its  accomiilisiiment.  The  day  continued  to  be 
very  clear ;  and  the  vi(!W  amply  repaid  tlie  toil  of 
the  ascent.  It  was  limited  on  the  north  by  high, 
irregular,  and  distant  mountains  ;  on  the  south 
and  east  by  the  ocean,  and  an  horizon  greatly 
extended  ;  on  the  west  was  the  bay  with  its  ship- 
l)ing,  diminished  to  the  size  of  such  toys  as  chil- 
dren play  with  ;  and  innnediately  beneath  us  was 
the  tow'i,  its  gardens  and  streets  distinctly  seen, 
though  its  inha))itants  could  not  be  distinguished 
with  the  unai<led  eye. 

.V  large  jiart  of  the  day  was  passed  in  rambling 
I  about  tile  top  of  the  mountain,  and  enjoying  the 
!  extensive  and  beautiful  views  from  it  ;  and  the 
I  time  liad arrived  to  think  of  descending.  Desirous 
of  returning  by  a  different  route,  I  attempted  to 
find  a  new  one  in  a  cha.sm,  wliich,  from  the  imper- 
fect view  I  could  tak(^  of  it,  reseml)led  the  path 
we  had  ascended.  Ibit,  the  l)etter  to  satisfy  my- 
self, with  great  difficulty  and  imminent  danger  of 
falling,  I  climbed  down  a  ]ireci[iice  of  about  twelve 
feet,  and  found  myself  upon  a  bridge  formed  by 
the  falling  away  of  the  rock  within  the  cha.sm,  and 
extending  across  about  twenty  feet.  Its  width 
varied  from  two  to  four  feet  ;  and  it  seemed, 
where  narrowest,  as  if  any  additional  weight 
would  cause  it  to  give  way.  t)n  either  side,  and 
beneath  this  bridge,  was  an  abyss  of  which  I 
could  scarcely  .see  the  bottom  ;  it  being  fifteen 
hundred,  or,  perhaps,  two  thousand  feet  deep.  1 
now  saw  i)laiiily  that  1  nmst  return  by  the  way  I 
came  ;  as,  at  the  other  end  of  the  bridge,  the 
height  was  the  same,  and  the  rocks  jutted  over. 
I  made  known  to  my  conipani(nis  my  perilous 
situation,  and  that  a  slip  in  climbing  must  be 
attended  with  certain  desti'uction.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  help  me  up  again,  .Mr.  Barnes  lay  on 
the  ground,  and  held  his  jacket  over  the  precipice, 
while  the  mat(;  of  the  Jefl'erson  held  Barnes  to 
]ireveiit  his  being  pulled  over.  With  this  manage- 
nieiit,  and  the  scanty  support  I  could  find  for  my 
feet,  I  succeeded  in  gaining  the  summit,  and  in 
escajiiiig  from  a  situation  so  perilous  that,  even  at 
llii.'^  day,  I  do  not  recur  to  it  without  shuddering. 
After  this  1  attempte<l  no  more  to  find  a  new  way, 
but  descended  as  we  had  come  up  ;  and,  before 
sunset,  arrived  at  my  lodgings  very  much  fatigued. 
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Moiir.  than  four  months  had  elapsed  since  my 
arrival  at  the  t'ape  ;  and,  during  that  period,  no 
op])ortunity  had  offered  for  India.  My  n-ipatience 
to  be  away  was  now  so  great,  that  I  determined 
to  embrace  any  chance  that  presented  itself  for 
going  to  the  East,  without  regard  to  the  particular 
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place ;  and,  on  the  first  of  August,  the  brig  Hctscy 
having  touched  in  the  bay,  in  a  short  |)as.sage  from 
Italtiniore,  bound  to  Ikitavia,  I  embarked  in  this 
vessel,  taking  with  me  the  proceeds  of  my  ves.sel 
and  cargo  in  Spanish  dollars.  I  was  accompa- 
nied by  my  black  man  (ieorge,  for  whom  1  had 
contracted  an  uttuuhment,  which  was  evidently 
reei]irocal. 

The  day  after  leaving  the  Cape,  we  liad  a  strong 
Westerly  wind  and  a  considei-able  sea,  and,  at 
noon,  while  making  rapid  progress  on  our  way, 
we  discovered  a  brig  standing  oil  a  wind  aero.-.s 
us,  which  we  had  reason  to  suppose  was  a  cruiser. 
As  our  vessel  was  a,  remarkably  swift  sailer,  we 
decided  not  to  submit  to  the  trouble  and  detention 
which  a  visit  would  cause,  and  therefore  kept 
steadily  on  our  course,  which,  being  towards  him, 
induced  the  belief  that  we  intended  to  speak  him, 
and  prevented  the  preparation  he  would  liavc 
made,  had  he  known  our  intention.  When  just 
clear  of  gun-shot,  we  altered  our  course  two 
|ioiiits  ;  on  seeing  wliieli  he  immediately  fired,  and 
instantly  set  about  getting  up  to])-gallaiit  masts 
and  yards,  and  crowding  all  sail  after  us  :  but  it 
was  like  tlie  tortoise  in  pursuit  of  the  hare,  lie- 
fore  dark  his  hull  was  not  to  be  seen. 

We  had  a  continuance  of  the  strong  westerly 
winds  until  we  entered  the  trades,  south  of  the 
island  of  Java  ;  and  our  arrival  at  Hatavia,  on  the 
first  of  September,  in  only  thirty  days  from  the 
t'ape,  was  a  circumstance  so  extraordinary,  that 
it  re<|nired  the  confirmation  of  letter.s  which  we 
carried  to  eonvince  the  Governor  of  the  fact. 

I  took  rooms  at  the  great  public  hotel  ;  and 
here,  as  well  as  in  other  buildings  in  the  city, 
there  were  traces  of  tlie  splendour  which  had 
attended  the  bettor  days  of  the  Dutch  Kast  India 
Company.  The  spacious  rooms  were  painted  in  a 
tawdiy  but  expensive  manner,  in  red  and  gold,  or 
blue  and  gold.  The  furniture  was  as  massive  and 
costly  as  it  eonld  be  made  ;  a  band  of  a  dozen 
slaves  always  jilayed  during  dinner  ;  and  a  multi- 
tiide  of  servants,  shabbily  (Iressed,  were  in  attend- 
ance. p>-erytliingabou*,the  establishment  indicated 
ail  attempt  at  magiiif  t'eiico,  which  was  but  ill  sup- 
ported by  the  prese.it  state  of  Dutch  commerce. 

Most  of  the  strangers  who  then  visited  Hatavia 
were  Americans  ;  and  there  weie  few  or  none  of 
tlii'ni  whose  appetites  re(|uired  the  stimulus  of  a 
band;  or  who  liad  sutticient  taste  for  oriental  luxu- 
ries, to  be  willing  to  contribute  to  them  further 
than  custom  rendered  necessary. 

Hatavia  is  built  on  a  flat,  which  extends  ten  or 
twelve  leagues.  Most  of  its  streets  have  canals  of 
stagnant  water,  which  are,  doubtless,  among  the 
causes  of  the  fevei's  so  prevalent  there  ;  as  these 
are  avoided  by  taking  a  residence  five  or  six  miles 
in  the  country.  The  houses  generally  arc  built 
of  lirick,  plastered  and  whitewashed  ;  aud  the 
apartments  arc  sjiacious  and  well  adapted  to  the 
ciiinate.  Hut,  notwithstanding  all  their  luxuries, 
most  of  the  residents  show,  by  their  pallid  coun- 
tenances ami  emaciated  figures,  that  they  are 
sacrificing  he.-iltli  to  gain.  Yet  the  certainty  of 
this  does  not  jirevent  adventurers  from  seeking 
their  fortunes  there,  ajiparently  blinded  to  conse- 
([uonces  by  the  eagerness  of  pursuit. 

The  Cliniese  constitute  much  the  largest  and 
most  industrious  part  of  the  population.  They 
inhabit  the  suburbs,  and  are  said  to  amount  to 


seventy  or  eighty  thousand.  Tlio  domestics  are 
principally  Malay  slaves,  and  are  considered  much 
less  docile  than  the  Africans.  The  market  of 
Hatavia  is  well  supplied  with  all  the  delicious  fruits 
which  are  jieeuliar  to  the  trojiieal  climates.  I'iiie- 
a]iple3  in  i)articular  are  very  abundant,  and  so 
ciieaii,tliata  hundred  may  be  obtained  for  a  dollar. 
Animal  food,  beef  and  mutton  particularly,  is,  as 
i.i  most  tropical  countries,  generally  poor,  and 
without  flavour.  Fowls  are  very  abundant  and 
cheaj).  The  natives  here,  as  in  India,  live  jirinci- 
paliy  on  rice,  which  is  very  cheap  anil  much  culti- 
vated. The  bay  is  spacious  ;  and  the  ships  ride 
with  safety  therein,  screened  from  the  only  wind 
which  could  injure  them  by  seventeen  or  eighteen 
very  pretty  islands,  which  are  not  less  ornamental 
than  serviceable.  The  alligators  and  sharks  are 
very  numerous ;  and  instances  are  related  of  boats 
being  up.set  on  the  bar,  aud  their  whole  crewa 
devoured  by  them*.  Tho.se  whom  business  shall 
lead  to  Hatavia,  for  there  can  be  no  other  induce- 
ment, will  remain  there  no  longer  than  is  abso- 
lutely neces.sary. 

It  was  very  evident,  soon  after  my  arrival,  that 
I  need  only  be  detained  until  1  could  take  passage 
for  China  ;  for,  though  the  comparative  value  of 
the  jiroduce  of  the  island  here  and  in  the  United 
States  offered  a  profit  of  one  and  a  half  to  two 
capitals,  yet  there  was  no  one  of  the  several  ves. 
sels  lying  here  which  could  take  freight,  all  having 
sullicient  capital  to  lade  on  their  own  account. 
If  I  could  have  invested  the  amount  of  my  pro- 
jierty  in  a  freight  of  coflee  for  the  United  States, 
I  should  have  made  a  very  short  and  lucrative 
voyage.  Hut  my  efforts  proving  unsuccessful  to 
effect  this,  I  took  advantage  of  an  opportunity 
which  was  offered  in  the  ship  Swift,  of  New  York, 
for  Canton,  after  having  spent  ten  days  at  Hatavia, 
For  I  was  well  aware,  that  though  I  might  not  be 
able  to  ship  such  bulky aitieles  as  coflee  or  sugar, 
there  was  no  doubt  cf  my  finding  room  enougli 
for  the  fabrics  of  China,  in  which  a  much  greater 
capital  than  L  possessed  could  be  invested  so  as  to 
occupy  but  a  small  space. 

Having  removed  my  baggage  and  specie  from 
the  IJotsey  to  the  Swift,  we  sailed  next  morning, 
the  12tli  of  September,  for  Canton,  in  company 
with  two  of  the  Danish  East  India  Company's 
ships,  tin  commanders  of  which  agreed  to  keep 
company  with  us  through  the  straits  of  Harea,  for 
mutual  security  against  any  attack  of  the  Malay 
pirates.  Our  sliijis  sailed  so  nearly  alike,  that  no 
day  passed  when  we  were  not  within  speaking 
distance  ;  and  when  the  weather  was  tine,  and  the 
sea  smooth,  which  was  often  the  case,  we  ex- 
changed visits.  The  commodore  had  a  band  on 
board,  and  in  the  bright  moonlight  evenings,  when 
the  breeze  was  only  suflieient  to  keep  the  sails 
from  flapping  against  the  masts,  and  the  ripple  of 
the  ship's  passage  through  the  water  scarcely 
heard,  the  music  of  this  band  was  so  delightful, 
that  it  even  now  l)rings  back  the  most  pleasing 
associations  whenever  memory  retraces  the  inci- 
dents of  this  jiassago. 

We  were  comi)elled  by  calms  and  the  darkness 
of  the  night  to  aiiclior  twt)  or  three  times  in  the 
straits  of  Harca,  but  met  with  no  embarrassment 

•  It  would,  thcrefmo,  be  the  oxtreiiic  of  rashness  to 
batbo  in  tho  bay,  tlioiigli  tbo  heat  rciulers  the  desire  of 
doing  so  very  strong. 
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from  pirates,  or  from  rocks  ami  shoiils.     It  was, 
liowevfr,  apiwrciit,  that  although  wo  liad  taken 
caro  to  koop  well  to  tho  eastward,  wo  only  sei-ured 
our  passage;  having  taken  tho  nortii-east  wind  so 
many  days  before  our  arrival,  tliat  we  with  difti- 
ciihy  gained  tlie  anchorage  in  .Macao  roads.     The  ; 
i  three  sliips  arrived  at  this  |)lace  within  a  few  lionrs 
I  of  eacli  other,  after  a  passage  of  thirty-one  day.s  i 
i  from  Hatavia,  | 

The  Danish  sliips,  having  agents  at  Macao,  pro- 
cured pilots  and  j)roceeded  to  Wanipoa  without 
delay  ;  but  we  wei'o  nt>t  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
a  pilot,  and  were  obliged,  in  eonse(|Uciice,  to  wait 
a  week  in  the  roads.  During  this  period  wo  en- 
countered  a  typhon,  which  blew  with  such  violence, 
and  caused  such  a  sea,  that,  although  our  yards 
anil  to])inast8  were  struck,  we  parted  a  cable,  lo't 
an  anchor,  and  were  in  danger  of  being  driven 
out  to  sea  ;  but,  after  drifting  several  miles,  finally 
brought  up  with  the  other  anchor.  After  the 
weather  became  again  settled,  it  was  judiciously 
determined  by  the  ca])tain  to  remain  no  longer  in 
.so  exposed  a  situation  ;  and,  having  ])roeured  a 
fisherman  to  pilot  us  as  far  as  Anson's  13ay,  which 
is  a  safe  anchorage  at  tlu'  entrance  of  the  river 
Tigris,  we  arrived  and  anchored  there  without 
further  embarrassment. 

Here  Ca()tain  White  received  a  letter  from  tin- 
captiiin  of  the  ()ntario,  a  ship  belonging  to  the 
same  owners,  informing  hiui  of  his  safe  arrival  at 
\Vani])oa,  and  tlu'  exertions  lie  was  making  to 
send  him  a  pilot,  lie  mentioned  that  he  was  in 
want  of  a  first  and  second  officer,  'i'his  circum- 
stance a[ipeare  I  to  offer  :i  favourable  opening  for 
me  ;  inasmuch  as,  if  I  eoidd  (jbtain  the  chief 
mate's  ofHee,  the  pri\ilege  attached  to  it  would 
insure  the  trauspi  "t  of  ■'11  my  pro|)erty.  1  there- 
fore settled  it  in  my  mind  that  this  was  my  desti- 
nation. Having  waited  three  ilays  more,  and  no 
pilot  apjiearing,  Captain  White  determined  to  go 
up  to  Wampoa  in  his  own  boat  ;  and  1  acenmiia- 
nied  him.  .Soon  alter  leaving  the  ship  we  wt-re 
overtaken  by  a  heavy  shower,  which  wet  us  com- 
pletely through.  When  above  second  bar,  towards 
evening,  the  tide  set  so  stroiig  against  us,  that, 
perceiving  we  m.idc  no  head- way,  we  determined 
to  go  on  board  a  large  Swedish  s'liip,  then  lying  at 
the  bar,  anil  there  wait  the  return  of  the  flood. 
We  were  received  with  great  hospitality,  and, 
during  our  visit,  were  treated  with  iis  much  kind- 
ness as  if  we  had  been  conferring  rather  than 
receiving  a  beiielit.  We  remained  with  these 
friendly  people  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
when  the  tide  having  turiii'd.  we  took  leave,  and 
inirsued  our  course  towards  Wampoa,  but  nntor- 
tunuti  ly,  by  mi>-t!iKing  our  course  and  getting  into 
a  wrong  branch  of  the  river,  were  out  all  iiight, 
and  did  not  arrive  on  lioard  the  Ontario  lietin-e 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  A  good  breakfast 
renewed  our  energies  for  luirsuing  our  course  to 
Canton,  where  I  was  the  more  anxious  to  arrive, 
from  the  fear  that  the  office  I  sought  might  lie 
lilkd  by  iinother  befon?  my  arrival.  We  started, 
therefore,  as  soon  as  the  fiood-tide  came  in.  Ar- 
rivirig  at  the  Ontario's  factory.  1  had  the  mortih- 
cation  to  learn  from  tin.'  commander,  that  he  had 
engiiged  an  ollleer  only  tin-  day  jirevious.  Thus 
this  resource  failed  me.  As  I  had  confidently 
counted  upon  it,  and  as  fancy  had  b.'en  biisv  iii 
■mticipalmg  a  meeting  with  iliy  frieiidB  at  ho.ne  | 


under  such  favourable   circumstances,  my  disap- 
pointment was  very  great. 

The  ne.xt  i)lan  was  to  freight  my  jiroperty  in 
some  one  of  the  Ameriean  sliijis  ;  a  tiling,  usually, 
of  very  easy  aecom]ilishnient,  but,  at  this  time,  it 
was  not  ]practicable  at  such  a  rate  as  1  felt  myself 
warranted  in  paying.  It  then  occurred  to  me  that 
1  might  obtain  a  small  premium  on  my  money  to 
Calcutta,  and  thai  there  I  should  be  alile  to  lay  in 
an  investment  for  the  I'nited  States,  and  freight 
it  from  thence  on  better  terms  than  1  could  make 
here.  With  this  impression  I  was  about  con- 
tracting with  the  cajitaiu  of  the  country  ship 
Zoroaster,  to  let  him  have  my  money  on  respon- 
dentia, and  to  embark  wiih  him  for  Calcutta. 
Unt  before  definitely  closing  this  negotiation,  a 
little  English  cutter  arrived  at  Wamjioa  from  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  and  was  oH'ered  for 
sale.  This  suggested  to  mo  an  enter])rise  which 
would  bo  attended  with  great  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, init  which  oH'ered  a  jirospect  of  fortune  in 
proportion.  As  my  means  alone  were  not  sufficient 
to  buy  this  vessel  and  to  put  in  a  cargo  suitable 
for  a  voyage  to  the  northwest  coast,  I  engaged  the 
assistance  of  Messrs.  I),  (ireen  and  E.  Townsend, 
of  New  Haven,  and  ])urchased  this  cutter,  of  about 
fifty  tons  burden — two-thirds  for  my  account  and 
one-ihird  for  thi'irs — having  abandoned  my  Cal- 
cutta ])lan.  She  was  called  thi'  Dragon  ;  but  as 
my  papers  were  for  the  Caroline,  1  changed  her 
name  aeeordiiigly.  From  the  remnants  of  the 
cargo  of  a  Uoston  vessel,  returned  from  the  north- 
west coast,  and  such  articles  as  I  could  jirocuro 
from  the  shops  attJanton,  1  made  ii,)a  very  suitable 
investment  to  the  amount  of  nine  thousand  dollars. 

lly  the  time  1  was  ready  to  sail  on  this  enter- 
prise, nearly  three  months  had  elapsed  since  my 
arrival  at  Canton,  during  which  period  :iiy  ex- 
jienscs  had  been  moderate,  from  having  the  good 
ibrtuni!  of  associating  myself  with  tlie  iunmtes  of 
the  illizabeth's  factoi'y.  J'lie  factories  are  hand- 
some houses,  built  in  the  Euroiieail  style,  on  the 
margin  of  the  river,  for  the  accommodation  of 
those  who  have  business  to  transact  iit  Canton. 
They  are  geni'rally  of  two  stories,  the  lower  being 
used  as  warehouses.  They  are  whitewashed,  and, 
with  their  respective  national  flags  displayed  on 
a  high  st;iff  bel'ori'  them,  make  a  very  pretty  ap- 
pi'arance.  In  former  times  the  ships  came  and 
returned  with  the  ri  gidarity  of  the  monsoons  ; 
and  the  resident  siiiiercargoes,  during  their  iib- 
Hence,  were  not  permitted  to  remain  at  Canton, 
but  reinnved  to  the  I'ortugi'.ese  town  of  .Macao. 
This  routine  has  of  late  yeiirs  been  lu'okeii  up  by 
the  disregard  of  etii|Uette  and  the  establislied  si'a- 
soiis,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  who,  coining 
and  going  all  the  year  roniid,  have  inverted  all 
the  ancient  rules  of  doing  business  at  Canton. 

In  tlii^  rear  of  the  factories,  itnd  spreiiding  out 
on  eillu-r  side,  lire  the  lious  's  and  shops  of  those 
merchants  and  mechanics  who  derive  their  siip- 
|iort  i'loin  trading  with  foreigners  ;  a  dense  and 
iietive  |iopulation,  who  evince  a  slirewdni'ss  in 
tlieir  dealings  not  surjiassed  by  those  Ktrangers 
who  ti'altic  with  them,  and  who  are  too  apt  to 
treat  them  with  contempt,  'i'he  police  of  thin 
portion  of  the  eommnnily  i-  so  lax,  that  petty 
thelts  are  \ryy  common,  and  rarely  punished.  An 
addilioiiiil  evidence  of  this  laxity  is  also  manifested 
in  the  occasional  pructicu  of  beggurH,  who  extort 
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alms  from  the  shopkeepcu's  bj  covering  themselves 
with  a  coat  of  the  most  filthy  odour,  and  thus  ren- 
dering themstdvos  so  disgnstiur  that  the  sho])- 
kecpers,  to  prevent  their  coming  in,  staml  ready 
at  the  door  with  the  contribution.  Great  numbers 
of  the  ]ioor  po])nlation  are  born,  reared,  and  die 
in  small  boats  of  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  long,  which 
have  a  bamboo  covering  to  screen  them  from  the 
sun  and  fron<  tlie  inclemency  ef  the  weather  ;  and 
in  no  other  part  of  the  world,  perliaps,  is  it  so 
dearly  demonstrated  in  how  little  s^tace,  and  on 
what  slender  means,  man  may  subsist. 

The  Chinese  are  decided  idolaters,  and  have  an 
annual  show  and  ])rocession  for  ])ropitiating  an 
evil  demon.  They  liave  numerous  houses  of  wor- 
ship, in  which  are  kejit  images  of  goils,  which 
resemble,  in  some  "cspects,  those  of  the  most  bar- 
barous nations  of  Indians.  At  one  of  these  housi's, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  were  several  of 
the  priesthood,  whose  dross  Iiore  some  rcsemblaiu'e 
to  that  of  Franciscan  friars,  and  whoso  business 
was  ju'incipally  to  take  care  of  the  sacred  hogs. 
These  were  about  twenty  in  number,  and  were  in 
an  inclosure.  They  ai'o  never  killed,  l)ut  are  left 
to  die  in  the  regular  course  of  time  ;  and  several 
of  them  were  so  unwieldy,  that  it  was  not  without 
great  difficulty  they  could  move  themselves  a  few 
feet  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  pertinacity  with  which  the  Chinese  adhere 
to  the  ancient  practice  of  into-  dieting  to  strangers 
the  entrance  to  their  city,  is  still  undiminished. 
Having,  in  one  of  my  excursions,  come  near  to 
the  gate,  and  observing  no  one  on  duty  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  strangers,  I  walked  in,  and  had 
proceeded  a  distance  of  about  thirty  feet,  when  a 
hue  and  cry  was  made;  and  a  dozen  ])eo|ile  came 
riiiniing  up  to  mo,  and,  witii  earnest  looks  and 
violent  gestures,  ]iointed  to  the  gate,  and  indicated, 
by  signs  tliat  could  not  be  mistaken,  that  1  must 
return.  I  ilid  not  hesitate  to  comjily  with  wishes 
so  cleariy  manifested,  and  wliere  the  power  of 
enforcing  them  was  so  apparent,  ^^'ithiu  tin-  wall 
I  saw  notliing  in  the  aiipearaiice  of  the  st"eets  and 
houses  diH'ering  from  thos<'  without  ;  and  I  am 
induced  to  lielieve  that  tlic  rigour,  in  forbidding 
access  to  foreigners,  arises  from  the  observance 
of  the  customary  Asiatic  jealousy  with  regard  to 
the  women.  Of  the  character,  manners,  customs, 
and  haliits  of  the  Chinese,  so  much  better  accounts 
are  given  by  those  who  have  had  greater  oppor- 
tunities of  observing,  that  I  shall  not  at'cmpt  to 
describo  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Informntion  from  itnston.— Difllculty  of  nhtnininx  Men.— 
Ncirtlii'iist  .MDiisiiim.— .\  fli.iiccMif  DiHiciiltics.— Snll  finm 
AiiMiti'd  Itay — An(  Iwiriim  wlicii  tlir  'I'iili'M  wore  iiKiiiii:-! 
ii». — .Niirriiw  ICM'iipc. — ItockH  iiiui  SIiumIs.— stnicU  iiiid 
htiipiH'd  (111  11  Hiiiikcii  l.i'(lj;c'. — (  .11111'  (itV  iiH  till"  I'iilo  mso. 

—  Aiulinr,  and  iimciirr  Wiitoi-  ami  Wiiod — ('iiilii>ity  (if 
llio  I'ciiiik". — Stdiiiiy  Wi'iitlier.— I'liNS  tliidUKli  a  llrciikcr 

miliiiit.— Kci'p  cdiiipiiiiy  with  ii  ('liiiicso  I'Icet I'licy 

enter  .ViiKiy. — Aiiclidi'  (iiitHldc.  -i>aii(joi(iiiH  NaviKatldii. 

—  Inland  (if  KeiiKiy.— .Mutiny. — .Means  of  Miliduiiijf  il. — 
Leave  KJx  .Men  lieliind— Visit  fnnii  a  Cliinese.— Weatlier 
flio  Niiitli  Kiiil  (if  I'oniKiHa.— Heavy  (lalex  acnisn  tlio 
I'liciflo.— DiHCdnlent  of  tlic  Crew. 

Uv  ft  recent  arrivjil  from  Hoston,  I  learned  that 
several  vessels  were  fitting  from  thence  for  the 


nortliwcst  coast  ;  and  as  my  success  depended 
miimly  on  arriving  there  before  them,  I  spared  no 
exertion  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 
Ikit  for  this  information,  it  had  been  my  intention 
to  wait  until  the  strength  of  the  monsoon  had 
diminished.  To  procure  a  competent  number  of 
men  was  a  task  of  such  difficulty,  that,  when  any 
one  offered  his  ser\icc8,  I  was  not  very  particular 
in  ini|uiriiig  whence  he  came,  or  how  well  lie  was 
(pialilied  ;  it  was  sufficient  for  my  purpose  if  he 
was  a  white  man,  and  presented  an  a]ipearance  of 
health  and  strength  ;  for  it  was  indispensable  to 
our  safety  with  the  Indians  that  our  crew  .should 
be  comjioscd  of  Europeans  or  Americans,  Most  i 
of  my  men  were  deserters  from  Indiamen  ;  and 
tliesi!  were  generally  the  worst  of  a  bad  crow. 
M'ith  such  as  I  could  jirocure,  however,  I  at  length  i 
coiniiletcd  my  complement — sixteen  men  before  ! 
the  mast,  fourteen  of  whom  were  English  and 
Irish,  and  two  Americans,  in  the  cabin  we  were 
five  in  number,  inchiding  George,  who  acted  as 
steward,  and  the  linguist,  making  together  twenty- 
one.  The  vessel  was  remarkably  .strong  and  well- 
built  ;  well-coppered  ;  mounted  ten  lirass  four- 
jiound  cannon  ;  with  a  iiropernumbcr  of  muskets, 
pistols,  pikes,  (Sec. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  the  north-east  mon- 
soon was  blowing  with  its  greatest  force,  and  the 
current  was  strong  in  piojiortion.  No  track  could 
be  pointed  out,  therefore,  by  which  we  could 
arrive  at  such  a  northern  latitude  as  to  be  free 
from  the  influence  of  the  trade-wind,  which  was 
not  fraught  with  difficulties  and  dangers.  1'he 
most  direct  course  was  to  pass  between  the 
southern  end  of  Formosa  and  t!ie  northern  point 
of  Luzon,  by  the  Bashee  Islands.  But  here  the 
eH'cct  of  such  a  sea  as  would  be  met,  upon  so 
sluirt  a  vessel,  combined  with  a  strong  Ice  current, 
presented  obstacles  sufficient  to  discourage  the 
attcm|>t.  To  follow  tlie  track  of  Captain  Mcares, 
at  the  same  season  of  the  year,  in  1788,  by  going 
south,  and  endeavouring  to  get  our  casting  on  the 
e(iiiator,  would,  doubtless,  be  tlie  easiest  method  ; 
but  would  unavoidably  take  up  so  mucli  time  as 
CO  defeat  my  object.  The  course  which  a]i)H'ared 
to  nu-  to  oifer  tlie  best  prospect  of  success,  though 
attendedwithmoredangerthaneithor  of  tlieother.s, 
was  to  beat  upaloiig  the  shore  of  the  coast  of  China. 
For  I  was  jiersuaded  that  the  small  size  of  my 
ves.sei  would  enalilc  me  to  keep  so  near  the  shore, 
as  soir.etiines  to  have  a  favourable  current ;  to  lie 
|)roteiMed,  occasionally,  by  a  projecting  (loint, 
from  the  roughness  of  the  sea  ;  and  to  come  to 
anchor  when  it  appeared  that  we  were  losing 
ground.  The  attempt,  I  was  aware,  was  nn  ar- 
(iuous  and  n  haz;irduus  one  ;  and  of  its  im|irac- 
liciibility  I  was  assured,  by  some  of  the  most  ex- 
perienced navigators  in  those  seas.  But  I  con- 
sidered  that  a  failure,  by  arriving  too  late  on  the 
coast,  would  be  eijually  disastrous  with  any  mis- 
fortune that  could  arise  from  making  the  attempt, 
I  wi's  also  the  more  encouraged  to  make  the  trial, 
lis  I  could  not  learn  that  it  had  ever  been  at- 
tempted at  the  same  season  of  the  year  ;  conse- 
i|ueiitly,  that  my  advisers  were  not  warranted  in 
declaring  so  contidently  that  it  was  impracticable. 

With  sucii  impress'ions,  with  my  vessel  well 
iMpiipped,  mill  with  a  crew  whose  npiiearance  made 
it  difficult  to  believe  that  most  of  tlioni  had  not 
been  familiar  with  crime,  \  sailed  from  Anson's 


1-^ 


>  r-. 


fU. 


■■'.ji..  iy 


V 


14 


FIRST  VOYA(iE. 


If 


Bay,  on  the  iOtli  of  January,  17!)',),  in  tlie  morn- 
ing, llavini;  a  strong  lu-civ.o,  vc  passed  Macao 
Roails,  at  four  P.M., at  a  lone;  di-taupo  frora  tin; 
sliippiii;;,  foarinc;  wo  ntiglit  bo  l)rou|.;lit  to,  aiulour 
men  takon  out.  Unring  tlie  night  wo  ])assod  lio- 
twoen  the  Loma  Islands,  and  vory  noar  to  one 
of  thoni  ;  which  I  ventured  to  do,  from  the  Kieal 
kuowlcdtre  possessed  by  the  chiif  m;ito.  The  in- 
convenience arising  from  tlie  want  of  a  chart  of 
the  coast  and  islands  was  immediately  ex|ierienced. 
The  small  and  imperfect  one  I  possessed  was  not 
of  the  least  use,  and  hence  our  utmost  vii^iiance 
was  constantly  reipiired.  In  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  .he  11th,  we  made  several  taelcs  oif 
and  on  ;  but  tile  current  was  so  strong  against 
us,  that  notwithstanding  \\o  had  n  fn  "li  breeze 
and  smooth  sea,  wo  gained  nothing  to  windward  ; 
and  as  we  liad  imt  been  able  to  complete  on: 
wateri  t  :v'  1  wooding  at  Anson's  Hay,  we  went 
in  and  an<.iiorcd  near  a  small  fishing  town  for  this 
purpose. 

Here  we  were  soon  visited  by  as  great  a  nmnber 
of  the  inhabitants  as  boats  could  be  found  to  con- 
vey. Both  old  and  young,  of  either  sex,  canu'  olf 
to  see  the  i'aiKiuis,  as  they  called  us.  Among 
them  was  one  who  spoke  the  I'ortuguese  language  ; 
and  who,  for  a  moderate  compensation,  jiroenred 
for  us  the  suiijily  we  required.  In  the  meantime 
the  numbers  bad  greatly  iiu.<  .-."ed,  m.d  evinced  a. 
strong  desire  to  come  on  board.  As  it  would  jiav(> 
been  very  iinprudeiit  to  jie  ;nit  liis,  I  found  my- 
self obliged  to  station  men  iii  difl'ereut  parts  of 
the  vessel,  w'tli  I'oarding-pikes,  to  keep  them  oil". 
In  tlie  afternoon, 'he  current  appearing  to  have 
diminished,  wo  weighed  anclnu',  and  perceived, 
towards  evening,  that  we  iiad  gained  considerably  ; 
but,  as  th(>re  wen;  appearances  of  bad  weather, 
and  >' e  were  abreast  a  lee])  bay  which  promised 
a  shelter,  we  i.iu  in  and  came  to  anclun',  and 
thus  escajied  the  fatigue  and  danger  of  a  stormy 
night  at  sea.  From  eight  o'clock  in  the  moriiiiig 
until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  l'2th,our  etVortsto 
gain  to  winch  ard  were  iiied'ectual  •,  indeed,  such 
was  tli(!  force  of  the  current,  that  we  could  not 
reach  the  place  w,'  had  left  in  the  morning  ;  and 
the  sucoeeding  night,  it  being  calm,  ve  w(>re 
obliged  to  lie  at  anchor  outsiile.  The  next  day 
(liitii),  having  but  a  light  breeze,  we  used  our 
sweeps  ;  by  the  aid  of  v.hl,'!',  and  keening  close  in 
.shore,  we  advanced  a  little.  In  beat.iig  through 
a  narrow  strait,  formed  by  a  ]ioint  ( f  tin;  coast 
and  a  rockyisland, against  which  the  sea  broke  with 
great  fury, ami  at  ihe  critical  moment, when  passing 
not  more  than  tiftev'ii  yards  to  windward,  the  peak 
haly.irds  slip]ied  from  the  |iiii  to  which  they  were 
belayed,  and  the  peak  of  the  mainsail  ran  down. 
As  all  hands  were  on  deck,  it  was  insiimtly  hoisted 
again  ;  but  such  was  the  furce  of  the  swell,  the 
wind  being  light,  that  before  we  had  got  by  we 
were  thrown  so  near  tlie  rock  us  to  reach  it  wiih 
an  oar.  After  this  escape  we  stood  out  to  sea, 
with  the  wind  from  east-iuu'tlieast,  blowing  in  the 
night  very  strong,  which  caused  a  considerable 
increase  of  sea.  This  obliged  us  to  carry  a  |>resa 
of  sail,  and  presently  our  jili  split  ;  we  then 
reefed  the  mainsail,  set  a  second-sized  jib,  and  a 
little  after  midnight  tacked  in  shore. 

At  daylight  of  the  1  Jtli,  wo  were  not  a  little 
elated  to  find  ourselves  considerably  to  windward 
of  the  place  wo  left  tho  last  evening,  iiotwith- 


.stauiling  a  rough  sea.  We  continued  all  day 
successfully  Jilying  to  windward,  and  in  the  even- 
ing, it  being  calm,  wo  anchored  in  iifteen  fathoms. 
All  day  of  the  l.'itli,  we  iiad  light  airs  and  calms 
by  turns  ;  so  that  when  we  could  gain  nothing  by 
the  help  of  our  sweeps,  wo  anchored  ;  and  when 
the  breeze  came,  weighecl  again ;  by  these  means  we 
advanced,  though  very  slowly  a  lid  with  much  labour, 

III  tl;e  forenoon  of  the  Iflth,  the  weather  being 
calm,  we  rowed  in  shore,  and  anclKU'cd  under  the 
lee  of  an  island,  and  near  a  very  extensive  sandy 
beach,  not  far  from  a  fishing  town.  The  inha- 
bitants soon  came  oH'  to  us,  and  I  engaged  one  of 
them  to  take  (uir  empty  water-casks  ashore  and 
fill  them  ;  and  to  biiiig  us  a  supply  of  oranges. 
()f  others  I  purchased,  at  a  moderate  price,  some 
very  good  fish.  These  jieople  were  belter 
dressed  and  were  more  civil  than  those  who 
visited  us  on  tlio  11th;  and,  when  we  were  leaving 
them,  requested  a  paper,  describing  the  vessel  and 
our  destination. 

On  the  17th  it  was  ajiparent  that  wo  had  ar- 
rived at  a  shoaler,  and  coiisecpiently  more  dau- 
geroos,  part  of  tho  coast  than  we  had,  hitherto, 
been  iiavigatMig  ;  and  could  not,  therefore,  without 
great  risk,  wiirk  along  shore  at  night,  as  we  had 
done.  The  wind  was  very  light  during  the  day, 
but  towards  evening  freshened  so  much  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  reef  the  sails.  We  stooil  oil' 
shore  until  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
iHtli,  and  then  tacked  toward.s  the  land,  in  ex- 
pectation that,  as  we  had  carried  as  imich  sail  all 
night  as  the  vessel  would  bear,  we  should  gain 
very  considerably  to  windward,  but,  at  daylight, 
had  the  disap])ointment  to  find  ourselves  at  least 
throe  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  land  we  left  the 
preceding  evening.  1"o  lose  so  much,  in  so  short 
a  time,  was  very  discouraging,  for,  witii  our 
greatest  exerticuis,  we  could  hardly  ho])e  to  regain 
it  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  also  convinced  me 
that  we  could  do  nothing  by  keeping  far  from  the 
shore.  In  the  evening,  as  well  as  tliroughout  the 
succeeding  night,  a  breeze  from  the  land  favoured 
us  very  much ;  and,  by  keeping  close  in,  we 
gained  even  more  than  our  |)recediiig  da\"8  loss. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Utth  we  had  a  |ileasant 
bree/.e  from  east-northeast,  making  short  tacks 
near  the  shore,  and  soon  after  eight,  a.m.,  we 
doubled  a  point  which  (q)eiied  to  our  view  a  large 
sandy  bay,  and  in  which  there  appeared  to  be 
many  dangerous  rocks  and  breakers.  Keeping 
our  lead  constantly  going,  we  liad  very  irregular 
souiidiiii;s,  from  live  to  two  !iii(l  a  half  fathoms, 
when  smldenly,  as  wi?  were  sailing  at  the  rati'  of 
about  three  knots,  wo  ran  n])on  a  sunken  ledge. 
As  the  vessel  liiing  only  forward,  we  lowered  the 
sails  and  hoisted  out  ll; ,'  boat,  with  a  view  to  cari-y 
luit  an  anchor  astern  ;  but,  nnfin-tunatcdy,  in 
jintting  the  anclKU"  into  the  boat,  Ihe  bill  of  it 
struck  with  such  force  against  one  of  the  ]ilaiiks 
in  the  bottom  a«  to  render  her  useless  until  she 
was  repaired.  This  was  a  discouraging  circnni- 
stance,  as  the  v(>s.S(!l  lay  very  uneasy  ;  but  there 
was  no  other  resource  than  to  hoist  the  boat  again 
<ui  deck,  and  stop  the  leak  in  Ihe  most  expcilitions 
way  possible,  Whili'  we  were  thus  engaged,  the 
tide  rose  so  much  that  the  vessel  slidoH'  the  rock, 
unaided  by  any  efforts  of  ours  ;  and  apjiarently 
wiliiout  having  received  any  injury.  Our  latitude 
WHS  2'2"  35'  north. 
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Havins;  secured  our  boat  and  anchor,  and  again 
made  sail,  we  stood  off  to  sea,  so  far  as  to  enable 
us  to  weather  this  slioal  on  tlie  op]msiti'  tack.  To- 
wards evi'ninji;,  pereeivinn  tlieeurrciii  to  he  strong 
against  us,  we  eanio  to  anchor  and  lay  all  night. 
\Vo  now  were  encouraged  hy  the  discovery,  that 
wo  had  regular  tides  setting  north  and  .south  ;  and 
as  soon  as  it  began  to  set  in  our  favour,  on  the  2l)th, 
wc  weighed  anclior  and  began  beating.  But, 
having  a  sliort  irregular  sea  to  contend  with,  we 
ni.ade  but  little  jtrogross  during  the  day ;  and  so 
entirely  did  the  coast  appear  to  bo  strewed  with 
rocks  and  shoals,  that  it  could  not  be  approaclied 
in  the  niglit,  without  the  most  imniiiifnt  danger  of 
losing  our  vessel  ;  hence  the  necessity  of  finding 
an  anchorage  for  tlie  night,  before  the  day  closed. 
We  succeeded  in  doing  this,  by  running  in  where 
there  was  a  number  of  junks  at  anchor  ;  and  near 
a  considerable  settlement,  before  wliich  appeared 
to  be  a  fort. 

As  soon  as  we  had  ancliorcd,  a  number  of  visi- 
tors came  oft"  to  us  ;  but  as  no  one  of  them  knew 
any  of  the  European  languages,  our  connnunica- 
lions  were  confined  to  signs  ;  by  means  of  which 
1  succeeded  in  replenishing  our  stock  of  wood  and 
water.  \\  bile  the  Chinanutn  was  engaged  in  filling 
our  water-casks,  Mr.  Smith,  the  chief  mate,  made 
an  excursion  on  shore.  As  soon  as  he  lauded,  a 
person  who  seenie(l  to  jiossess  some  authority, 
came  up  to  him,  and  made  signs  tliat  he  should 
follow  him  to  the  fort,  lie  was  there  introduced 
to  a  mandarin,  who  was,  doubtless,  the  connnan- 
dant,  and  who,  !)eing  made  to  comprehend  the 
object  of  our  visit,  manifested  a  desire  to  gratify 
it  ;  and  behaved  with  great  civility.  It  appeared 
as  if  tliese  people  had  never  before  seen  a  Iviro- 
pcan  or  American.  They  followed  him  in  erowils 
to  the  fort,  and  l)ack  again  to  the  landing-place. 
All  labour,  for  the  time,  was  abandoned  ;  and 
even  the  actors,  who  were  then  engaged  on  a  pub- 
lic stage,  suspend(>d  their  siii(/  nony,  while  the 
"  fani|ui"  was  passing. 

The  following  morning  (iJlst)  wt!  .sailed  again, 
accomi)anied  by  a  number  of  the  junks,  also  bound 
to  windward  ;  and  from  this  tinu'  until  the  "J  1th, 
we  had  no  other  wind  tliaii  the  regular  monsoon ; 
Honieliines  blowing  very  strong,  so  that  we  could 
gain  nothing  by  luating  ;  we  then  generally  sought 
a  smooth  place  in  which  to  anchor  ;  and  even 
when  the  wind  was  moderate,  we  were  always 
obliged  to  anchor  wliik^  the  tide  was  setting  against 
us.  Wo  passed  every  day  vast  tleets  of  fl.shing 
boats  ;  ami  were  in  sight  of  several  towns,  somi' 
of  which  !i]ii>eari'd  to  lie  of  eonsideriible  si/e. 

On  the  nnuMiiiig  of  the  "J  1th,  I  was  ecjually  sur- 
prised and  delighteil  with  a  bree/e  sju-inging  up 
iron)  th(!  south-west,  which,  iiici-easing  at  noon, 
contiinied  throughout  the  day,  and  aH'orded  such 
an  enlivening  prospect,  that  1  began  to  flatter  my- 
self with  (he  belief,  that  wi-  had  seen  the  worst  of 
our  passage.  Hut  I  was  not  long  jierinitted  to 
iiiihilgt"  so  |ileasing  a  ho))e  ;  as,  lu'fore  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  the  wind  shifted  suddenly,  in  a 
S(|uall,  to  its  old  (juarter,  the  north-east,  and  blew 
with  great  violence. 

On  the  2.^th,  we  gained  consideralily  in  the  fore- 
noon ;  l)Ut  towards  evening  the  wind  increased,  so 
UH  to  bring  us  uniler  double-reefed  sails.  The 
night  was  rainy  and  dark,  with  a  rough  sea,  into 
whieli  wc  were'pliniging,  without  reaping  any  ad- 


vantage ;  as,  in  the  morning,  our  position  differed 
little  or  none  from  what  it  was  the  preceding  evening. 
On  tlic  evening  of  the  '2Gth,  preferring  the  chance 
of  anchoring  where  we  were  not  well  sheltered,  to 
passing  such  a  niglit  as  the  last,  we  came  to 
anchor  under  the  lee  of  a  rock,  soon  after  sunset ; 
where  we  rode  very  securely  until  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock,  when,  the  wind  Iiaving  in- 
creased vei-y  much,  we  struck  adrift.  All  hands 
Were  called  immediately  ;  we  hove  up  the  anchor, 
ana,  under  double-reefed  sails,  stood  out  to  sea 
until  four  A.  M.,  when  we  tacked  in  shore  ;  the 
wind  and  sea  liaving  so  increased  as  to  kee])  us 
buried  most  of  the  time,  even  un<ler  our  storm - 
sails.  Approaching  the  coast,  and  when  within 
about  three  leagues  of  it,  we  suddenly  j)erceived  a 
breaker  ;  but  as  the  vessel  was  going  at  a  rapid 
rate,  we  were  in  the  miilst  of  the  foam  almost  at 
the  moment  of  this  discovery.  The  vessel  struck 
once,  in  the  hollow  of  the  sea,  and  was  enveloped 
in  the  succeeding  billow,  but  i)assed  over  without 
receiving  any  injury  ;  her  deck,  at  the  same  time, 
was  coi  ered  with  sand.  It  had  now  become 
essential  that  we  sho\ild  find  a  harbour  ;  as  we 
could  do  no  more  than  drift  to  leeward  by  re- 
maining out.  But  to  seek  one,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
without  a  chart,  and  on  a  coast  to  which  we  were 
all  strangers,  was  attended  with  great  liazard. 
When  we  had  run  about  four  leagues  to  leeward, 
the  man  at  mast-head  i>erceived  a  deep  sandy 
bay  ;  the  access  to  which  a])peareil  to  bo  free  from 
danger  ;  and  the  sea  was  now  so  high,  that  atiy 
slloal  which  could  take  us  U])  would  show  itself. 
Wi>  tlierefore  ran  bolilly  in,  and  doubling  round  a 
jirojecting  point  of  saiul,  came  to  anchor  near  a 
fleet  of  juidvs,  which  we  found  were  bound  north, 
and  had,  like  our.selves,  juit  in  to  evade  the  .storm. 
The  gale  contiimed  throughout  this  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  acconi]ianied  with  freciuent  and  heavy 
s(|ualls  of  rain ;  and  the  weather  as  cold  as  it  is 
commonly  in  Boston  in  tlie  month  of  December. 
After  our  recent  fatigue  and  anxiety,  the  relaxa- 
tion and  Comfort  afforded  by  lying  two  days  and  a 
night  in  so  snmoth  a  harbour,  while  the  storm  was 
howling  and  the  sea  roaring  without,  was  almost 
beyoml  the  jiower  of  description. 

Jn  the  evening  of  the  'J8th,  there  was  evidently 
a  consiilerable  abatement  of  the  gale,  and  by  mid- 
night the  weather  was  serene  and  ])leasant.  Bo. 
fore  dawn  on  the  2!)th,  we  ]ierceived  a  nnister  on 
board  the  junks,  for  getting  under  way,  and, 
following  their  example,  we  also  weighed  anchor, 
and  went  out  in  company  with  thirty-two  sail, 
with  which  we  plied  to  windward  till  one  i>.  M., 
when,  the  tide,  making  iigainst  us,  we  all  came  to 
anchor  in  three  and  a  half  fathoms,  opposite  a 
small  fishing  town. 

Wo  perceived,  during  this  day,  that  when  work- 
ing u]i  in  smooth  water,  sometimes  caused  by  a 
projecting  point,  our  vessel  was  decidedly  superior 
to  the  junks  in  sailing  ;  but  that  wh.  u  we  got  out 
where  the  sea  was  rough,  they  had  as  iniudi  the 
advantage  of  tis  ;  indeed,  I  was  astonished  to  per- 
ceive how  fast  such  square,  uncouth,  ill-shaped 
craft,  with  bamboo  sails,  would  work  to  wiiulward 
in  a  sea  whic'   almost  buried  my  cutter. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  (evening,  we  perceived 
the  junks  to  be  getting  imdcr  way  ;  and  concluded 
wo  could  not  do  better  than  to  keep  company  with 
them,  whiclj  wc  did  throughout  tlio  night;  and  in 
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the  morning  of  the  30th  found  wo  had  painod  very 
considerably.  Hetwpcn  four  and  five  a.  m.  (lie 
tide  set  ag.iinst  us  so  stronfjly,  that  we  barely 
maintained  our  [losition  ;  and  while  a  part  of  the 
fleet  went  in  shore  an<l  aneliored,  a  ]):ii't  remained 
under  sail.  At  ton  o'eloek  we  had  ai;ain  a  favour- 
able current,  of  which  the  whole  fleet  took  advan- 
tage, and  kept  jilying  to  windward  till  four  v.  m., 
when  we  all  stood  into  a  di'ep  bay,  or  estuary,  at 
the  iinier  extremity  of  which  is  the  town  of  .\moy  ; 
a  place  of  great  trade,  if  a  judgment  can  be  formed 
by  the  vast  nund)er  of  vessels  which  we  jjerceiveil 
to  be  lying  there. 

The 'masters  of  tlie  two  junks  that  were  nearest 
to  us  made  motions  that  weiv  not  difficult  to  under- 
stand, that  we  should  go  and  anchor  under  the 
lee  of  an  island  a  little  to  windward  of  us  ;  which 
we  did  at  six  o'clock,  near  two  Chinese  junks, 
The  captain  of  one  of  these  came  on  board,  and  in- 
formed us  that  the  name  of  the  town  was  .\moy  ; 
that  the  land  about  three  and  .a  half  leagues  to 
windward  was  the  Island  Kcnioy  ;  and  that  we 
must  kee])  the  lead  going  all  the  time,  as  there 
were  numerous  rocks  and  slioalsin  the  intermediate 
space. 

Some  very  neat  houses,surrounded  with  trees  and 
slirul)l)ery,  and  having  the  aii]iearance  of  coimtry 
seats  of  opulent  men,  were  bea\itifully  situated  on 
the  side  of  a  hill  op])osito  to  the  spot  where  we 
had  anchored  ;  and  the  whole  island,  of  ai)]iarently 
not  more  than  two  miles  in  circumference,  ]ire- 
sented  a  highly  cultivated  and  pleasing  a]ipearance. 
During  the  day,  we  had  passed  several  considei'a- 
blo  settlements,  one  of  which  hud  a  wall  round  it  ; 
and  the  country,  generally,  exhibited  an  ajipcar- 
ance  of  great  cultivation.  Wo  dared  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  tlic  night  tide,  after  the  account  of  the 
dangers  which  the  Cliinaman  had  given  us,  and 
therefore  remained  at  anchor  all  night.  1  would 
gladly  have  ])rocured  a  pilot,  but  could  not,  and 
had  no  other  resource  than  following  the  imper- 
fectly conveyed  directions  of  the  Chinaman,  and 
trusting  to  the  lead  and  a  good  look  out  for  safety. 

Desirous  of  reconnoitring  the  ground  before  us 
at  low  water,  when  some  of  the  reel's  would  dis- 
cover themselves,  we  remained  at  anchor  on  the 
.'Mst  for  this  ])urposi'  ;  and  saw  many  rocks  in  our 
track,  which  were  not  visible  at  high-water.  Of 
tliese  we  took  the  bcariims,  and  saw  how  to  avoid 
many  of  the  dangers  which  were  pointed  out  to  us 
by  the  Chinatnan. 

l>arly  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  Febrieiry, 
we  resumed  the  task  of  beating  to  windward  ;  and 
although  re  had  frecpnntly  only  two  fathoms  of 
watei',  and  did  not  always  dt'ejienit  l)y  standing  oH' 
sIku'c,  we  yet,  fortunately,  reaclu'd  m  safety  the 
anchorage  under  the  Ico  of  tlie  Island  Keinoy  In- 
wards evening,  after  having  j)aast'(l  a  ilay  of  great 
anxietA  ami  fatigue. 

The  duty  had  now  been  so  ardu(nis,  the  prospect 
of  its  duration  so  uncertain,  and  the  dangers  so 
api)alling,  that  the  men,  unceasingly  exposed  to 
wet  and  cold,  l)ecame  (iuit<>  ilisheartened  ;  and, 
(luring  the  ensuing  night,  entered  into  a  combina- 
tion to  comiiel  mo  to  return  to  Macao.  This  was 
manifested  in  the  morning,  by  a  general  refusal  to 
weigh  anchor,  when  tlf  order  was  given.  In  this 
determination  they  were  ho  well  agreed,  that  I  did 
not  attempt  to  force  them,  otherwise  than  by  de- 
cliiriiig  to  them,  that  if  they  would  not  work'they 


should  not  eat,  and  took  the  necessary  precaution 
to  prevent  their  getting  provisions.  On  this  they 
became  very  lioisterous ;  using  insolent  ami 
allusive  language  to  myself  and  officers  ;  swearing 
they  would  have  provisions  ;  and  pi-oviding  them- 
selves with  axes,  crowbars,  and  wdiatever  weajions 
they  could  fitid,  to  enforce  their  threat  ;  or  ])ossibly 
to  take  jiossession  of  the  vessel. 

It  was  now  very  evident,  that  no  tinn-  was  to  be 
lost  in  ])utting  ourselves  in  a  state  of  defence  ; 
which,  if  it  did  not  discourage  the  attempt,  should 
defeat  the  success  of  any  (h'speratc  measure  they 
might  plan.  With  this  view,  I  caused  a  four-])ound 
camioii,  loaded  with  langrage,  to  bo  pointed  for- 
ward from  each  side  (d'  tlie  <[uarter-deck  ;  and 
each  officer,  at  'the  same  time,  providing  himself 
with  a  jiair  of  loaded  pistols,  we  had  notliing  to 
a|)prehe!id  from  an  attack,  while  we  observed  the 
degree  of  vigilanc(>  the  case  dem.anded.  When 
this  pri-paratiou  was  made,  1  forbade  any  man  to 
come  abaft  the  mast,  on  penalty  of  being  tired  at  ; 
and  declared  to  them,  that  if  I  perceived  any 
number  coming  aft  together,  J  would  discharge 
one  of  the  cannon  among  them. 

With  this  vi(>w,  I  bail  constantly  a  man  on  the 
alert  at  each  gun,  with  a  lighted  match  ;  and  we 
relieved  each  other  every  two  hours.  Aware  that 
this  state  of  things  could  not  be  of  long  duration, 
neither  myself  nor  officers  attempted  to  procure 
any  sleep  during  the  succeeding  night. 

Having  remained  in  this  liostile  attitude  for 
about  twenty-four  hour.s,  without  perceiving  any 
diminution  of  the  resolution  of  the  ..lutineers,  it 
occurred  to  me,  that  if  they  would  con.seiit  to  be 
set  on  shore,  they  would  soon  lie  glad  to  bi>  taken 
on  board  again  on  .such  terms  as  I  should  ju'e- 
scribe.  When,  therefoiv,  I  made  the  projiosition 
to  them,  they  readily  acceded  to  it  ;  and  were 
immediately  landed  on  the  beach.  The  curiosity 
of  the  inhabitants  to  see  them  was  such,  that  they 
were  incessantly  surrounded  by  a  great  crowil, 
and  tlieir  situation  became  extremely  irksome  and 
uncomfortable  :  besides  which,  they  could  obtain 
no  other  food  than  a  scanty  supjily  of  rice.  'J'lie 
next  morning,  (.'td),  we  jierceived  the  eldest  of  the 
jiarty,  (a  good-natured  <dd  man-of-war"s-man,  of 
about  fifty,  whost^  ])ride  of  adhering  to  bis  com- 
rades, rather  than  iiostility  to  us,  had  led  him  into 
his  jiresent  trouble),  co!ning  down  to  the  beach 
and  waving  his  jacket,  as  if  he  wanted  to  sjieak 
with  us,  .Supposing  he  might  be  deputed  by  the 
others  to  make  some  proposal,  I  sent  the  boat, 
with  the  ebief  mate,  and  with  (ier)rge  and  the  lin- 
guist to  row  liiin.  Old  Will,  (for  that  was  the 
name  by  whi  h  ho.  was  ca'lod,)  had  no  other 
favour  t(.  ask,  !''in  pennission  to  come  on  b.iard 
again  on  any  tta'ins.  He  was  accordingly  brought 
off  ;  and  appeared  to  be  .so  much  ashamecl  of  his 
conduct,  anil  promised  so  fairly  to  liehave  well  in 
future,  that  1  forgave  him.  llegavea  hvineiitalile 
account  of  thegreat  incojiveniencetliey  expi?rienced 
from  tlir'  excessive  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants  to 
see  them  ;  and  from  wliieh  they  had  been  par- 
tiiilly  relieved  by  the  kindness  of  a  humane 
Mandarin,  who  gave  them  shelter  in  his  house. 
He  jilso  mentioned  the  regret,  ex)U'essed  by  several 
of  them,  at  Iiaving  acceded  to  my  proposal  of 
leaving  the  vessel. 

A  few  hours  after  old  Will  had  been  taken  on 
board,  1  saw  all  the  others  getting  into  u  ChinoRC 
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boat ;  and  therefore  made  preparation  to  keep 
them  off,  if  they  should  attempt  to  come  on  board 
wiiliout  permission.  When  they  had  arrived 
within  hail,  1  cautioned  them,  on  their  peril,  to 
a])proach  no  nearer.  They  said,  the  Alandarin 
had  sent  them  oft',  and  they  dared  not  return. 
With  a  cannon  pointed  towards  the  boat,  I  threat- 
ened them  with  destruction  if  they  attempted  to 
advance.  The  Chinamen,  who  were  at  the  oars, 
seeing  this,  became  so  alarmed  that  they  hastened 
to  the  sliore  again.  This  I  conceived  to  be  the 
proper  moment  for  getting  my  men  on  board  on 
my  own  terms.  Accordingly,  the  mate  and  my.self, 
well  armed,  and  rowed  by  two  men,  went  to  the 
beach  ;  and  calling  one  at  a  time  into  the  boat,  took 
their  solemn  promise  of  future  good  boliaviour. 

There  were  two  desperate  fellows,  the  ring- 
leai^'U-s,  whom  I  determined  not  to  take  on  board 
again  on  any  conditions.  I  had  recently  learned 
that  they  wore  convicts,  who  had  escaped  from 
Botany  Bay  ;  and  that  the  one,  whom,  from  his 
intelligence  and  activity,  I  had  made  boatswain, 
h.ad  once  been  master  of  a  Liverpool  Guineaman. 
This  man,  jirobably  suspecting  my  intention,  at- 
tempted to  come  without  being  called  ;  and  when 
refused,  he  innnediately  opened  his  chis])  knife, 
and  presenting  it  to  the  breast  of  his  comrade,  who 
was  advancing  towards  the  boat,  threatened  him 
with  instant  death  if  he  attempted  to  pass  him. 
I  then  levelled  my  musket  at  iiim  ;  but  instantly 
recollecting  that  we  had  already  secured  men 
enough  to  navigate  the  vessel  with  safety,  desisted 
from  tiring  it ;  and  returned  on  board  with  all  but 
»ix  ;  hoping,  that,  with  a  little  further  delay,  wo 
should  obtain  the  other  four,  of  which  1  was  desi- 
rous. Accordingly,  next  morning,  seeing  them 
again  on  the  beach,  I  went  to  them,  armed  as 
before ;  and  found  they  had  determined  not  to 
separate  ;  though  they  all  made  fair  promises  of 
good  conduct,  if  I  would  tako  them  on  board  again. 
Being  convinced  that  I  could  not  get  those  I 
wanted  without  those  I  did  not  want,  I  determined 
to  prosecute  my  voyage,  oven  with  such  I'cduced 
numbers  ;  and,  weighing  anchor,  wo  recommenced 
our  arduous  and  hazan'oP'-  .''••ty  of  beating  to 
windward. 

We  stood  out  to  sea.  th  a  good  whole-sail 
breeze  from  north-east,  tiu  four  o'clock  in  tlie 
morning  of  the  .'ith,  when  we  tacked.  Tho  wind 
and  sea  liaving  increased  very  considerably,  re- 
duced ns  to  our  double  reefs;  and,  on  coming  in 
with  the  land,  we  found  wo  had  gained  several 
miles.  But  with  so  nuich  wind  anil  sea  as  there 
then  was,  we  coulil  not  advance  any  on  our  course, 
and  we  determined  to  find  an  anchorage.  This 
we  succeeded  in  doing  by  running  a  little  to  lee- 
ward ;  and  at  noon,  anchored  in  a  deep  bay  not 
luorc!  than  live  or  six  miles  from  t!ie  place  where 
>ve  had  bnuLd  our  men.  <  )n  corning  to  anchor  we 
discharged  a  canrion,  to  i>otify  our  men,  that  there 
was  yet  time  to  dissolve  their  partnershij). 

Here,  foi'  a  moderate  compensation,  I  again  on- 
gaged  a  (.'liinaman  to  fill  up  our  water-casks,  and 
replenish  our  stock  of  wood.  In  thu  afternoon,  I 
visited  one  of  thi>  large  China  j\nd»8,  near  to  which 
we  had  anchored  ;  where  I  was  treated  with  great 
politeness  by  a  ptirson,  whom,  from  his  dress  and 
appearance,  I  took  to  be  fh(^  owner.  He  oH'ered 
us  tea  and  sweetmeats  in  tho  great  cabin,  which 
was  extremely  neat  and  clean,  and  in  which  a  Jobs 


occupied  a  conspicuous  place.  I  invited  him  to 
go  on  board  my  vessel,  to  which  he  very  readily 
assented  ;  and,  as  he  seemed  to  possess  an  inquiring 
mind,  I  pointed  out  to  him  our  superiority  of  man- 
m-r  over  his,  of  taking  up  the  anchor,  hoisting  the 
sails,  .^c,  of  which  ho  seemed  to  bo  convinced  ; 
and,  after  taking  some  refreshment,  he  left  us,  ap- 
parently much  pleased  with  his  visit. 

The  gale  continuing  the  next  day,  it  would  have 
been  useless  to  put  out ;  we  therefore  lay  at  anchor 
all  day.  About  noon,  observing  a  great  concourse 
of  ])eople  on  the  beach,  from  which  we  lay  half  a 
mile  di.stant,  with  the  help  of  my  glass  I  perceived 
that  our  men  were  among  them  ;  and  that  they 
were  getting  into  a  boat.  1  then  prepared  to  keep 
them  oft",  in  case  they  should  attempt  to  ccmie  on 
board  by  force.  When  they  were  within  hail,  1 
desired  them  to  keep  off.  They  replied,  that  the 
Mandarin  would  not  let  them  remain  on  shore, 
and  were  advancing  ;  when,  on  firing  a  musket 
over  them,  they  immediately  retreated  to  the 
shore  Tho  Mandariu,  with  his  immerous  attend- 
ants, then  '.ime  off,  leaving  our  nmfineers  on 
shore.  I  invited  these  on  board,  and  treated  them 
with  wine  and  sweetmeats  ;  but  would  not  comply 
with  the  pressing  desire  of  the  Mandarin,  to  take 
all  our  men  on  lioard  again.  I  believe  I  succeeded 
in  making  him  understand  that  four  of  tho  six  I 
should  be  willing  to  lake  again,  but  that  the  other 
two  I  would  not. 

After  remaining  an  hour  on  board  and  examin- 
ing everything  with  much  earnestness  and  at- 
tention, they  returned  to  the  shore.  At  tiie  same 
time,  and  with  the  usual  precaution,  1  went  near 
the  beach,  in  my  boat,  and,  calling  each  of  tln^ 
persons  separately,  by  name,  inquired  if  he  was 
ready  to  go  on  board  on  my  conditions.  They 
declared  they  would  not  separate  ;  but  comiilained 
of  the  cruelty  and  hardshi])  of  being  left  in  such  a 
pl.ace.  This  was  the  last  interview  I  had  willi 
them  ;  for,  soon  after  returning  on  board,  I  saw 
them  ma-clied  away,  escorted  by  the  guard  which 
attended  the  Mandarin.  On  our  ret  urn  to  Canton, 
wo  learned  that  these  six  men  had  been  sent  there 
by  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  delivered  to  the 
English  company's  residents. 

The  next  morning,  having  a  favourable  current 
and  a  good  breeze,  wo  put  out,  and  beat  till  the 
tide  began  to  make  against  us ;  when  we  gained 
an  anchorage  near  a  small  fishing  town,  where  we 
lay  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  all  the  following 
night.  Karly  on  the  morning  of  the  7tb,  we  had 
a  moderate  breeze  from  north-nortliwest,  by  means 
of  which  we  made  a  course  nearly  parallel  with 
the  China  coast,  till  noon.  The  liroeze  then  left 
us,  and  having  a  contrary  current,  we  let  run  the 
graplin,  in  twenty  fathoms  ;  and  lay  till  five  p.m., 
when  there  came  a  light  breeze  from  the  south- 
east, to  which  we  set  all  sail. 

In  th"  cifi.rse  of  the  afternoon,  during  the  calm, 
a  large  boat  camo  towards  us,  full  ol  men,  shout- 
ing and  hallooing,  and  occasioijaliy  firing  a  gmi 
they  had  in  the  bow.  Their  conduct  was  so  v.  ly 
different  from  that  of  any  of  the  Cliinese  we  had 
met  with,  that,  suspecting  they  might  be  Ladrones. 
I  ordered  a  four-poimd  shot  to  be  fired  over  them  ; 
which  produced  an  instantaneous  retreat  to  the 
shore.  Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  the  wind 
continuing  to  be  very  light,  we  discovered  a  large 
boat  rowing  towards  us,  which  I  8up|)0Hed  to  i)e  ' 
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tlie  same.  When  at  a  short  distance  to  windward, 
I  tlioy  loft  oT  rowiiin;  and  lay  on  their  oars.  Tiieir 
I  niana'uvres  and  number  of  men  led  me  to  be  sus- 
I  iiieious  ;  and  I  therefore  loaded  two  cannon  and 
hovcral  ninsUets.  They,  Iiowever,  ])robably  from 
■  seeini;  we  were  not  off  our  },'uard,  returned  twwai'ds 
the  siiore  without  molestinc!  us. 

With  various  winds  and  weatlier,  W(!  dilii^ently 
(pursued  our  course  to  the  northward,  till  we  },'ot 
out  of  the  influenoe  of  the  monsoon  ;  and  on  the 
1 1  til  nf  February,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
north  end  of  I'ormosa,  bearinj^  south,  distant  ten 
leagues.  Thus,  after  thirty-one  days  of  great  toil, 
exposure,  and  anxiety,  we  had  aecomplislied  that 
part  of  our  jiassage,  whicli  had  been  re])resented 
as  an  impossibility  ;  and  which,  with  a  fair  wind, 
might  have  been  performed  in  three  days. 

On  the  17th,  we  passed  between  the  north  end 
of  the  Island  Lekeyo  (which  is  nearly  four  him- 
dred  miles  east  of  Formosa)  and  several  small 
islands  which  lie  to  the  north  of  it,  with  ii  gale  of 
wiiid  from  the  westward,  and  under  the  liead  of 
our  siiuaresail,  having  previously  split  the  to|>sail, 
and  got  the  yards  on  decU.  I  liad  only  a  manu- 
script chart  of  the  North  Pacific,  which,  I  was  con- 
vinced, was  not  to  be  depended  on,  having  already 
discovered  two  islands  that  were  not  laid  down  in 
it.  And  as  the  gale  continued  to  blow  with 
violence,  till  we  had  ((uite  jiassed  the  coast  of 
•Japan,  the  nights,  which  were  long,  and  exceed- 
ingly dark,  were  passe<l  in  sleepless  anxiety,  lest 
we  should  meet  destruction  from  some  island  or 
rock,  not  laid  down  in  my  chart. 

Our  passage  across  the  North  Pacific  jiroved 
clearly  enough  the  misapplication  of  the  term  to 
that  sea,  as  it  was  hardly  possible  for  it  to  be  less 
peaceful.  The  \  iolenee  of  the  wind,  generally 
obliged  us  to  show  but  very  little  sail  ;  and  the 
si'a  was  so  boisterous,  that  there  were  but  few 
<lays  whi'u  we  were  not  envelmied  by  it,  so  that  the 
lire  was  rei)cati  dly  extinguisheil  in  the  caboose. 
T"lu'  men,  wlio  enniposeil  the  watch  on  deck,  never 
eseapi'd  a  eiinipl"le  ilreiiehiug  ;  and  had  constant 
employnieiit  in  carrv  iiiir  their  chitlus  iiji  the  rigging 
to  dry.  The  exposure  and  privations,  tliougli  not 
sufhcient  to  injure  the  health  of  the  cri'w,  were 
;  much  greut<'r  than  they  had  ever  before  exi)e- 
rienced  ;  and,  as  they  imagine(l  that  the  other 
i  passages  were  to  be  e(|uall\'  I'aligning,  they  formed 
the  design  (c,f  which  1  ha  .  notice)  of  deserting,  as 
soon  as  they  could,  alter  our  arrival  on  theeoast. 


CHAPTKll  VI. 

See  the  f'dast  (if  Anieiicii — I'lcpaic  lliilwiirlts— Anclior 
at  Xoi-fiilli  iSdiind — Disi'liarni' a  Ciiiuinn, —Natives  come 
1'  s.— Cuutinu  tiitlicni.  — I  licir  AppeaiaiHi'.— I'urcliaM' 
.18.—  Tril)c.  —  An  Accident.  —  Uchiilt.  —  Cliatliain 
"  .ufts.— .Ship i;ilxa.—Sns|.iciiiiih('iin(Uictiifilic. Natives. 
M'  Alaiiii — Hteelicn— War  Ciiiiuc.— A  I'lchent.— llc- 
II".'.,  1(1  htup  tlie  Itain.— A  Ih-crtcr.— Hecdvered.— 
liamu — \iieh(ir  in  a  Cuve— lliistile  Attitude  (if  the  .Na- 
tives,—Leave  tlieiii.— Miip  riieeifiii.-   l)aiij,'einiis  I'dbi- 

tidii   (if  the    Vessel,— IChcape— liepair   tlic   ItaiiiaKe 

Wiips  llanc(>cl<  and  Despatch,  of  lliistdii.— SIdtliKatcs.— 

MiiitaKciii.— lldwIJMKS  ill   tlie  Nixht Scnsiliility  df  a 

Niilivu— Cliiefs  Kuw,  C'oneyaw,  and  ICItaigee. 

IOaklv  in  the  morning  of  the  ;iOtli  of  March,  we 
saw  the  usual  indications  of  land,  drift-wood,  kelp, 


and  gulls  ;  and  at  ten  o'clock  perceived  the  snow- 
capped hills  of  the  American  coast,  twelve  leagues 
distant.  We  immediately  set  all  hands  to  work  in 
bending  our  cables  and  getting  up  a  bulwark, 
which  we  had  been  preparing  of  hides  sewed 
together.  These  were  attached  to  stanchions  of 
about  six  feet,  and  coni](letely  screened  us  from 
being  .seen  by  the  natives,  wlioni  it  was  important 
to  our  safety  to  keep  in  ignorance  of  our  numliers. 
Towards  evening  we  anchored  in  a  snug  luirliour 
at  Norfolk  .Sound,  in  latitude  57°  10'  nortli.  Here 
the  .smoothness  of  the  water,  the  feeling  of  safety, 
and  the  silent  traiupiillity  which  reigned  all  round 
us,  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  .scenes  witli 
which  we  had  lieen  familiar  since  le;iving  Canton  ; 
and  would  have  afforded  jiositive  enjoyment,  had  1 
possess(>il  a  crew  on  whose  fidelity  1  could  depend. 

The  following  day  was  very  clear  and  pleasant. 
At  the  first  dawn  of  the  morning  we  discharged  a 
cannon  to  apprise  any  natives  who  might  be  near, 
of  our  arrival.  We  then  loaded  the  cannon  and  a 
number  of  muskets  and  pistols,  which  were  jdaced 
where  they  could  be  most  readily  laid  hold  of. 
The  only  accessible  part  <if  the  ves^el  was  the 
stern,  iind  this  was  exclusively  used  (while  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  bulwark)  as  the  gangway. 
As  it  was  over  the  stern  that  we  meant  to  trade, 
I  had  mounted  there  two  four-pound  camion  ;  ainl 
on  the  taflerel  a  pair  of  blunderbusses  on  swivels, 
which  were  also  loaded.  Soon  after  the  discharge 
of  our  camion,  .several  Indians  came  to  ns  ;  and 
before  dark  some  hundreds  had  arrived,  who  en- 
cani|ied  on  the  lii'ach  near  which  the  ves.sid  was 
anchored.  As  we  observed  them  to  be  loaded 
with  skins,  we  supposed  that  we  were  the  first  who 
had  arrived  this  season. 

With  a  view  to  our  own  security,  as  well  as  con- 
venience, I  direete(l  my  interpreter  to  explain  to 
the  chiefs,  and  through  them  to  the  trilie,  that 
after  dark  no  canoe  would  be  allowed  to  come 
near  the  vessel  ;  and  that  if  I  perceived  any  one 
ap|iroaching,  1  should  fire  at  it  ;  that  only  three  or 
four  canoes  must  eomeat  a  time  to  trade,  and  that 
they  must  always  appear  under  the  stern,  avoiding 
tiny  sides  of  the  vessel.  With  my  own  men  I  neg- 
lected no  jireeaution  to  make  escapi'  impossible, 
but  at  the  imminent  risk  of  life.  While  at  anchor 
they  were  divided  into  three  watches.  One  of 
these  I  took  chargi!  id'  ;  and  stationing  them  in 
such  ])arts  of  tlii'  vessel  that  no  movement  could 
be  madi'  undiscovered,  obliged  them  to  strike  the 
gong  every  half  hour  throughout  the  night,  and 
to  call  out,  from  each  end  of  the  vessel  and 
amidships,  "  All's  well."  Tliis  practice  so 
amused  the  Indians,  tliat  they  imitiited  it  by 
striking  a  tin  kettle,  and  repeating  the  words  as 
near  as  they  wen;  aide. 

Hut  a  more  hideous  set  of  beings,  in  the  form  of 
men  and  women,  I  had  never  behire  seen.  The 
fantastic  manner  in  which  many  of  the  hices  of  the 
men  were  |iaiiited,  was  probably  intended  to  give 
thi'in  a  ferocious  ap|iearance  ;  and  some  groi']is 
looked  really  as  if  they  liad  esca]ied  from  the  do- 
minions of  Satan  himself.  One  had  a  perpen- 
dicular lint;  dividing  the  two  sides  of  tlie  face;  mie 
side  of  whieh  was  painted  red,  the  other,  black  ; 
with  the  hair  daubed  with  grease  and  red  ochre, 
and  filled  with  the  white  down  of  birds.  Anotlier 
had  the  face  divicU'd  with  a  horizontal  line  in  the 
middle,  and  iiainted  black  and  wliite.     Thu  visuge 


«p 


NORTH-WEST   INDIANS. 


19 


the  snow- 
vt;  leagues 
to  work  in 
.  liulwiirk, 
lies  si'weil 
iieiiions  of 
(1  us  frdu) 

iniportant 
r  mniiliers. 
If;  harliour 
•til.  Here 
;  of  s.ifety, 
1  all  round 
scenes  with 
ig  Canton  ; 
iient,  had  I 
lid  depend, 
d  jdeasant. 
sehavged  a 
lit  lie  near, 
nniin  and  a 
vcre  placed 
id  hold  of.  i 
el  was*  the 
Idle  it  was 
le  gangway.  | 
lit  to  trade, 
imnon  ;  and 
on  swivels,  ■ 
10  discharge 
to  lis  ;  and 
L>d,  who  en- 

vessid  was 
)  be  loaded 
he  tirst  who 

well  as  con- 
)  ex]>lain  to 

trihe,  that  | 
L'd   to  come  < 
ed  any  oiu; 
ly  three  or 
te,  anil  that 
n,  avoiding 
men  1  neg-  ; 
iinpossililc,  | 
e  at  anchor 
One  of 
iig  them  in 
iiient  could 
I  strike  the 
night,  and 
vessel   and 
iractice     so 
ited    it    hy  j 
e  words  as  ] 

,  i 

the  form  of 

seen.     The 

laces  of  the 

led  to  give 

line  groi'i>s 

in  the  do- 

a   perpeii- 

le  face  ;  one 

her,  lilack  ; 

red  ochre, 

<.     Another 

line  in  the 

The  visugo 


of  a  third  was  painted  in  checkers,  &c.  Most  of 
them  had  little  mirrors  ;  before  the  acquisition  of 
which,  they  must  have  been  dependent  on  each 
other  for  those  correct  touches  of  the  pencil  which 
are  so  much  in  vogue  ;  and  which  daily  require 
more  time  than  the  toilet  of  a  Parisian  belle. 

The  women  made,  if  possible,  a  still  more 
frightful  appearance.  The  ornament  of  wood 
which  they  wear  to  extend  an  incision  made 
beneath  the  tinder  lip,  so  distorts  the  face  as  to 
take  from  it  almost  tlie  resemblance  to  the  human; 
yet  the  firivilege  of  wearing  this  ornament  is  not 
extended  to  the  female  slaves,  who  are  prisoners 
taken  in  war.  Hence,  it  would  seem,  that  dis- 
tinctive badges  have  their  origin  in  the  most  rude 
state  of  society.  It  is  difficult,  however,  for  tiie 
imagination  to  conceive  of  more  disgusting  and 
filthy  beings  than  these  patrician  dames. 

It  was  quite  noon  before  we  could  agree  u])oii 
tlie  rate  of  barter  ;  but  when  once  arranged  with 
one  of  the  chiefs,  and  the  exchange  inade,  they 
all  hurried  to  dispose  of  their  skins  at  the  same 
rate  ;  and  before  night  we  had  purchased  upwards 
of  a  hundred,  at  tlie  rate  of  two  yards  of  blue 
broadcloth  each.  The  Indians  assured  us,  that 
a  vessel  with  three  masts  had  been  there  a  month 
before,  from  which  they  had  received  four  yards 
of  cloth  for  a  skin  ;  hut  this  story  was  rendered 
improbable  by  the  number  they  had  on  hand  ; 
and  1  considered  it  as  a  manaiuvre  to  raise  the 
jirice.  As  soon  as  it  became  dark  tin  y  retired  in 
an  orderly  manner  to  their  encampment  abreast 
the  vessel  ;  and  some  of  tliem  apiieared  to  be  ou 
the  watch  all  night,  as  we  never  i)i'oelaiined  the 
hour  on  board  without  hearing  a  repetition  of  it 
on  shore. 

The  following  morning  (Ajiril  2),  the  natives 
came  off  soon  after  daylight,  and  began  without 
hesitation  to  dispose  of  their  furs  to  us  at  the 
price  fixed  upon  the  day  before  ;  and  such  was 
their  activity  in  trading  that  by  night  we  had  pur- 
chased of  them  more  than  two  hundred  sea  otter 
skins,  besides  one  hundred  and  twenty  tails.  Our 
barter  consisted  of  blue  cloth,  great-eoats,  blan- 
kets, ("hiiiese  trunks;  with  beads, China  cash,  and 
knives  as  presents.  Canoes  were  arriving  oeca- 
siiinally  throughout  the  day,  so  that  at  night 
then!  was  a  very  perceptible  augmentation  of  their 
numbers. 

Our  linguist  recognised  tlicm  to  be  the  Hood- 
siiahoo  tribe,  who  liad  come  thus  early  to  the 
coast  to  g('t  a  suiqily  of  the  s|i!iwii  of  certain  fish, 
wliicli  constitutes  their  priiiei|)al  food  in  the  s|iriiig 
of  the  year.  As  this  tribe  had  attacked  the  cutter 
last  year,  alone,  we  thought  it  not  improbable  that, 
now  they  were  united  with  the  Norfolk  Sound 
tribe,  they  might  determine  to  make  another 
attempt.  We  therefore  took  every  precaution 
against  them. 

On  the  3rd,  we  were  proceeding  harmoniously 
and  ])rosperously  in  our  traffic,  when  a  little  in- 
cident occurred  which  produced  a  short  interru]i- 
tion.  A  canoe,  containing  eleven  persons,  men, 
women,  and  children,  had,  contrary  to  our  regu- 
lations, come  alongside,  and  wen;  raising  (he 
screens  at  the  ports,  to  look  in  on  the  deck,  lle- 
foro  I  had  time  to  speak  to  them,  the  cook  (either 
by  accident  or  design)  tiirew  a  ladle  full  of  hot 
water  over  them,  which,  causing  an  involuntary 
and  sudden  motion  of  their  budioa  to  tlie  otiier 


side  of  the  boat,  immediately  ujiset  it,  and  all  were 
immer.sed  in  the  water.  The  confusion  was  now 
I  very  great,  as  tho.se  who  at  the  time  were  under  the 
I  stern,  engaged  in  traffic,  fearing  some  treachery, 
I  made  haste  to  paddle  away,  without  regard  to  the 
I  distress  of  their  comrades.  All  of  these  appeared, 
however,  to  be  capable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, excepting  an  infant  of  about  a  year  old, 
whoso  struggles  being  observed  by  Mr.  Smith,  he 
jumped  overboard  and  .saved  it.  As  the  weather 
was  very  raw  and  chilly,  we  hastened  to  dry  and 
warm  the  infant  by  the  fire,  then  wrapped  it  in 
.a  blanket,  gave  it  a  piece  of  sugar,  and  returned 
it  to  its  parents,  who  apjieared  to  bo  exceedingly 
jtleased  and  grateful.  They  all  soon  recovered 
from  the  inconvenience  of  the  accident,  as  I  was 
glad  to  find  they  considered  it.  The  apprehen- 
sions of  the  others  being  but  momentary,  wo  pro- 
ceeded again  to  business,  which  was  conducted 
throughout  the  day  to  mutual  satisfaction. 

Having  observed  on  the  4th  and  ."itli  that  their 
store  of  furs  was  nearly  exhausted,  we  weighed 
anchor  the  next  morning,  and,  (larting  on  good 
terms  with  the  natives,  steered  up  a  narrow  pas- 
sago  in  an  easterly  direction,  till  we  arrived  in 
that  extensive  sound  which  Vancouver  has  called 
Chatham's  Straits.  Nearly  opposite  to  the  open- 
ing into  this  sound  is  the  village  of  Hoodsnahoo, 
the  tribe  we  had  just  ]iarted  with  ;  and  here  we 
came  to  anchor.  Several  women  came  off,  and 
told  us  there  were  no  skins  in  the  village  ;  that 
the  men  were  gone  in  jiursuit  of  them  ;  and  that, 
if  we  came  there  again  in  twice  ten  days,  they 
should  have  plenty.  Here  we  pas.sed  a  ilay  in 
filling  up  our  empty  water-casks,  and  getting  a 
supidy  of  wood. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  we  put  out  of  the 
snug  cove  in  which  we  were  lying,  having  been 
informed  by  the  IndiaiKs  that  there  was  a  ship  in 
sight.  This  we  found  to  be  true,  as,  on  ojiening 
the  sound,  we  saw  her  not  more  than  a  mile  dis- 
taut  from  us.  Soon  after  wo  were  boarded  by 
Captain  liowaii,  of  ship  Kliza,  of  lioston,  who  had 
arrived  on  the  coast  at  least  a  month  before  us, 
and  who,  having  been  very  successful,  was  now 
on  his  waytotho  southward  to  complete  his  cargo, 
and  then  to  leave  the  coast.  He  mentioned  that 
ten  vessels  would  probably  be  desjiatclied  from 
Boston  for  the  coast  this  season. 

I'lom  this  information  it  was  evident,  that  it 
would  require  all  our  efforts  to  dispose  of  our 
articles  of  (ratfie  advantagemisly  before  the  com- 
petition should  reduce  their  value.  Tor  the  In- 
dians are  siiflieieiitly  cunning  to  derive  all  possible 
advantage  from  eonijietition,  and  will  go  from  one 
vessel  to  another,  and  back  again,  with  assertions 
of  offers  made  to  them  which  have  no  foundation 
in  truth,  and  showing  thenisi'lves  to  bo  as  well 
versed  in  the  tricks  of  trade  aa  tlie  greatest 
adejits. 

After  taking  leave  of  Captain  Rowan,  wo  were 
proceeding  along  the  western  shore  of  the  sound 
with  a  light  breeze,  when  we  fell  in  with  a  canoe, 
from  which  we  obtained  four  skins,  but  were 
obliged  to  pay  more  for  them  than  for  any  others 
we  liad  bought.  This  was  in  conseiiuence  of  their 
knowing  what  Captain  Rowan  had  been  paying, 
which,  he  informed  me,  was  twice  as  much  us  I 
liad  given.  We  now  were  iiiHuenced  very  much 
by  the  coureo  of  the  wind  in  our  determination  of 
c  2 
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going  up  and  down  the  sound,  and  into  its  various 
ramifications,  always  directing  our  coui-se  to  any 
point  where  we  discovered  a  smoke,  and  remain- 
ing no  longer  than  to  purchase  what  skins  the 
natives  jiossesscd.  On  tlie  morning  of  tiie  i:?tli, 
having  passed  up  tlie  eastern  hrandi  of  the  souiiil, 
we  came  to  anejior  near  to  a  liigii  isolated  rock. 
A  space  on  tlic  top  of  this  was  inclosed  with  a 
chevnur-de-frise;  and  on  the  side  towards  us  it 
was  inaccessible.  We  perceived  many  people 
moving  about  within  the  inclosure  ;  and  soon 
after  coming  to  anchor,  several  canoes  came  ofl' 
to  us,  and  among  them  one  large  war  canoe,  with 
I  twenty-five  warriors,  with  their  war  garments  on, 
and  well  ai'med.  This  had  been  but  a  short  time 
near  us  before  the  Indians  in  her  gave  a  loud 
shout,  and  paddled  towards  the  shore,  at  the  same 
time  discharging  their  muskets  in  the  air,  and 
saying  their  enemy  was  in  sight.  Hut,  as  the 
other  canoes  with  wliich  we  wore  tra<lMig  did  n()t 
leave  us,  nor  evince  any  fear,  I  could  not  help 
suspecting  some  stratagem,  and  therefore  made 
preparation,  and  kept  every  man  on  the  alert. 

Scarcely  half  an  hour  had  elapsed  after  the  war 
canoe  left  us,  when  we  again  saw  her  coming,  ae- 
companied  by  two  others  of  equal  size,  and  equally 
well  manned  and  armed.  Three  canoes  were 
under  our  stern  trading  ;  and  their  hurried  and 
earnest  manner  was  evidently  designed  to  divert 
our  attention  from  those  whicli  wereaiiproaching. 
But  as  soon  as  they  were  within  hail,  we  desired 
them  to  come  no  nearer,  on  penalty  of  being  fired 
at.  They  then  pulled  leisurely  towards  the  shore. 
Whilst  this  was  transacting,  our  linguist,  in  selling 
a  musket,  had  carelessly  laid  a  cartridge  of  powder 
by  him,  wliich  took  fire  and  scorched  Iiim  con- 
siderably. The  blaze  alarmed  the  Indians,  who, 
as  if  conscious  of  intended  mischief  on  their  part, 
suspected  it  on  ours,  as  they  immediately  seized 
and  levelled  their  muskets  at  us.  Without  reflecting 
how  useless  was  th(>expo9ure,  I  involuntarily  seized 
and  pointed  a  blunderbuss  at  them,  while,  in  a  mo- 
ment, George,  ever  on  the  alert,  was  at  my  side 
with  his  musket  cocked  and  ready  to  fire  ;  but, 
fortunately,  those  who  managed  the  paddles  exerted 
themselves  to  get  out  of  our  reach,  and  so  soon 
increased  the  distance  between  us  that  no  gun  was 
discharged  on  either  side. 

After  their  fears  were  a  little  abated,  we  called 
to  some  natives  in  a  small  canoe,  and  explained  to 
thoin  the  cause  of  the  alarm,  and  desired  them  to 
tell  their  friends,  that,  if  they  would  come  oH"  in 
the  snuill  eauoea  and  w  ithout  arms,  we  would  trade 
with  them.  In  consequence  of  this  invitation, 
several  came  otf  unarmed ;  and  while  tlu'y  were 
engaged  iu  disposing  of  their  furs,  we  kept  a  look- 
out after  their  comrades.  Uy  the  aid  of  our  glass 
wo  perceived  that  they  were  putting  their  arn\s 
into  the  small  canoes,  and  endjarkingas  many  men 
as  each  would  carry.  When  within  hail,  they  were 
cautioned  to  come  no  nearer  ;  but  they  persisted 
in  advancing,  till  they  saw  that  we  were  pointing  a 
cannon  at  them.  They  tlien  returned  to  the  shore, 
and  appeared  to  liavc  abandoned  their  design, 
though  a  considerable  anned  body  of  them  kept  on 
tho  shore  abreast  of  the  vessel,  occasionally  firing 
their  muskets,  all  day.  The  circumstance  of  their 
women  not  being  witli  them,  and  also  that  of  their 
having  very  few  skins,  tended  to  confirm  me  in  tho 
belief,  that   their  intentions    were   mischievous. 


But,  whatever  may  Iiavc  been  their  design,  we 
parted  with  them,  as  we  liad  done  with  other  tribes, 
on  friendly  terms. 

On  the  l,")th,  while  steering,  as  we  supposed,  for 
the  village  of  Stceken,  we  came  across  a  canoe  be- 
longing to  that  tribe,  from  which  we  obtained  di- 
rections for  niuling  it  ;  but,  as  the  wind  was  light, 
and  a  current  against  us,  we  were  unable  to  reach 
it  before  dark,  and  anchored  about  two  miles  off. 
During  the  night  there  was  a  considerable  fall  of 
.snow.  In  the  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  and, 
about  an  hour  after,  dropped  it  again  abreast  the 
village.  .Several  canoes  came  off,  and  sold  us,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  sixty  skins,  several  cot.sacks 
(or  cloaks  of  fur),  and  fifty-six  tails.  On  leaving 
us,  at  dark,  they  pr(»niised  to  return  the  next  day 
with  more  skins,  and  moreover  told  us,  that  if  we 
would  remain  five  or  six  days,  several  great  chiefs 
would  arrive  with  their  families,  and  bring  plenty 
of  skins. 

Unexpectedly,  oiu>  of  these  very  groat  chiefs 
arrived  tho  next  day,  in  a  canoe  quite  as  long 
as  my  vessel,  and  ornaniented  with  a  rudely  carveil 
figure  of  a  warrior  on  tlie  jirow,  the  head  of  which 
was  decorated  with  real  hair,  filled  with  a  mixture 
of  grease  and  red  ochre,  and  the  white  down  of 
birds.  The  chief  was  a  dignified,  good-looking  man 
of  about  forty-five.  lie  was  accompanied  by 
twenty-two  athletic  young  men,  who  appeared  to 
handle  their  padilles  with  a  gracefulness  and  dex- 
terity, ."IS  much  excelling  the  management  of  the 
ordinary  canoes,  as  tho  oarsmen  of  a  man-of-war's 
barge  surpass  those  of  a  merchantman.  This 
chief  was  very  desirous  to  come  on  board  ;  but  to 
have  indulged  him  would  have  been  an  imprudent 
exposureof  the  smallnessof  our  numbers.  He  then 
exju'essed  a  wish  to  have  a  cannon  discharged  ; 
and  we  readily  fired  two  in  inmiediate  succession, 
which  appeared  to  astonish  and  gratify  him,  and 
on  the  subject  of  which  much  conversation  was 
lield  with  his  men  ;  but  it  was  only  partially  un- 
derstood  by  my  linguist  as  expressing  admiration 
of  the  irport.  After  this,  the  chief  stood  up  and 
made  a  speech,  evincing  liis  pleasure,  and  at  the 
same  time  handing  up  three  fine  skins  as  presents. 
.•\n  Indian's  gift  is  understood  here,  as  elsewhere, 
to  lie  made  with  the  expectation  of  a  generous  re- 
turn ;  and  I  gave  to  tlie  chief  great-coats,  clotli, 
knives,  beads,  and  China  cash,  to  more  than  their 
value.  He  drank  half  a  tumbler  of  wine  with  great 
relish,  and  then  blew  into  the  air  a  quantity  of  the 
down  of  birds  in  token  of  friendship.  As  they  left 
us  to  go  ashore,  they  all  began  a  song,  whose  wild- 
ness  was  in  jierfect  keeping  with  their  aiipearanec, 
anil  to  which  they  kept  the  most  exact  time  with 
thi'ir  paddles. 

The  days  of  the  18tli  and  l!)th  were  rainy  and 
unpleasant,  We  continued  at  anchor,  and  were 
visitfMl  by  a  number  of  Indians  with  skins  ;  but 
they  did  not  trade  with  much  spirit.  The  rainy, 
chilly  weather  seemed  to  have  cheeked  their  ani- 
mation ;  and  they  would  sit,  crouched  up  in  their 
canoes,  looking  at  us  for  hours  together,  without 
altering  their  jiosition,  while  it  rained  without  ces- 
sation. At  length  we  observed  a  very  old  cliicf 
earnestly  engaged  to  get  his  iMinoe  nearer  to  us  ; 
as  1  supposed  to  sell  his  furs  and  be  oH".  But  not 
so  ;  his  object  was  to  pei*suadc  mo  to  cause  the 
rain  to  cease  ;  and,  ns  an  inducement,  he  assured 
me,  they  would  bring  a  great  many  skinH.     As 
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there  was  no  appearance  of  fair  weiitlier,  I  told 
him  I  could  not  do  so  that  day,  but  might  possibly 
the  next.  It  happened  that  the  next  day  was  fair  ; 
but  I  saw  nothing  more  of  the  chief. 

We  sailed  from  this  place  on  perceiving  that  we 
had  exhausted  tlu.-ir  store  of  skins;  and  in  passing 
to  and  fro  in  the  multitude  of  the  ramifieations  of 
this  extensive  iidand  navigation,  we  met  many 
straggling  eanoes,  and  seldom  any  one  tliat  had 
not  some  skins  to  dispose  of.  In  tiiis  way  we  had 
a  great  advantage  over  a  large  vessel  ;  and,  by 
running  into  various  creeks,  where  probal>ly,  no 
vessel  had  ever  been  before,  our  collection  of  a  few 
at  a  time  amounted  to  a  very  consid(.'rable  number. 

On  the  1st  of  May  we  anchored  near  a  ]ilace 
favourable  for  replenishing  our  wood  and  water  ; 
and,  while  busily  engaged  in  this  business,  one  of 
my  Irish  sailors,  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  officer 
who  was  with  the  party,  made  liis  escape.  As  he 
was  on  an  island  of  no  great  extent,  and  could  pro- 
cure nothing  to  subsist  upon,  there  was  no  doubt 
he  would  endeavour  to  get  on  board  the  first  canoe 
he  might  sec.  Therefore,  as  soon  as  our  business 
was  accomplished,  we  proceeded  to  the  village, 
about  four  miles  to  leeward,  and  immediately 
desi)atched  two  canoes  after  him,  promising  a  re- 
ward of  a  musket  to  the  one  that  should  bring 
him.  The  canoes  no  sooner  came  in  sight,  than, 
having  nosuspicion  thatthey  were  in  pursuit  of  him, 
he  called  to  them,  and  one  of  them  readily  took  him 
on  board  ;  but  instead  of  bringing  him  to  us,  jiut 
liim  ashore  at  tlieir  village.  The  next  day  it  was 
evident,  that  they  had  no  intention  of  returning 
him,  as  they  m.ade  various  excuses  ;  such  as,  "  he 
was  too  strong  for  them  ;"  "  the  women  would  not 
allow  him  to  be  sent  on  board  ;"  and  "  he  had  gone 
away  to  a  distant  place."  It  then  became  neces- 
sary to  convince  them  that  I  was  in  earnest  ;  and, 
hauling  my  cutter  near  to  the  village,  1  threatened 
them  <lestruction  with  my  great  guns  if  they  de- 
layed to  bring  off  the  man  ;  and,  tiring  a  four-pound 
shot  over  them,  it  nuide  such  a  cracking  among 
the  ti'ces,  that  tiiey  were  too  much  frightened  to 
hesitate  any  longer.  The  man  was  brought  on 
board  ;  and  I  paid  the  imimised  reward,  charging 
the  value  to  the  account  of  the  delin(|Uent.  On  in- 
vestigation it  apj)eared,  that  he  and  another  lad 
had,  some  time  past,  determined  on  csca]iing  in 
our  boat,  but  had  never  found  an  o])portuuity. 
Had  they  succeeded,  as  we  had  only  one  boat,  the 
loss  of  it  would  have  been  very  distressing  to  us. 

For  the  several  succeeding  days  we  did  not 
anclior,  but  kept  under  way,  ami  approached  tlie 
shore  wherever  there  was  a  smoke,  or  where  we 
hail  before  met  the  natives.  During  this  time  we 
caine  across  many  canoes,  some  of  which  were 
looking  for  a  vessel  to  trade  with  ;  and  of  such 
stragglers  we  bought  nuiny  skins.  (.)thers  reported 
that  they  had  fallen  in  with  two  ships,  to  which 
they  had  disposed  of  all,  and  were  then  on  their 
way  to  look  for  moi'e.  Among  them  was  an  old 
chief,  and  a  lumiberof  men  and  women  of  his  tribe, 
whom  we  remembered  to  have  seen  at  Norfolk 
sound.  They  had  now  their  faces  blacked,  and 
their  hair  cut  slnn-t,  which,  they  told  us,  was  in 
mourning  for  a  friend  that  ha<l  lati'ly  been  killed. 

As  we  approacheil  the  northern  part  of  the 
sound,  the  wild.fowl  beciiine  inor- abundant  ;  and 
scarce  a  day  passe<l,  that  wo  did  noi  kill  a  number 
of  geese,  turkeys,  and  ducks.     The  latter  wore  bo 


numerous,  as  often  to  darken  the  horizon  in  the  di- 
I'cction  in  which  they  rose  ;  and  at  one  time  I  fired 
a  canister  of  musket  balls  from  a  four-i)ounder  at 
them,  and  killed  six.  Of  fish,  also,  particularly 
salmon  and  halibut,  we  had  always  an  abundant 
supply,  both  cat  hing  them  our.selves,  and  jiro- 
curing  them  from  the  natives.  But  our  potatoes 
were  consumed,  and  no  vegetable  could  be  had  as 
a  substitute.  It  was  yet  too  early  in  the  season 
for  wild  berries ;  and  the  natives  had  not  reached 
that  first  point  of  civilisation,  which  is  indicated  by 
an  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  earth. 

The  Indians,  who  had  last  left  us,  perceiving  wo 
were  going  further  north,  advised  us  to  be  on  our 
guard  against  the  Chilcat  tribe,  whose  village  we 
were  approaching,  and  whom  they  represented  as 
being  very  numerous,  very  warlike,  and  very  mis- 
chievous. On  the  6th  of  May  we  had  arrived  at 
the  northern  extremity  of  Chatham's  Straits,  near 
the  Chilcat  tribe  ;  and,  having  a  strong  wind  fi'oni 
the  south,  we  found  a  harbour  in  a  neighbouring 
cove,  and  came  to  anchor  within  a  cable's  length 
of  the  shore,  being  in  latitude  T)!)"  30'  north.  Here, 
sheltered  from  the  violence  of  the  south  wind,  we 
lay  in  smooth  water  ;  but,  owing  to  the  boisterous 
state  of  the  weather  outside,  only  two  canoes  came 
to  us  this  day. 

The  wind,  having  subsided  during  the  night,  w.is 
succeeded  by  a  calm.  This  being  favourable  for 
the  canoes,  they  arrived  in  surprising  numbers. 
We  had  witnessed  nothing  to  be  compared  with  it 
since  our  ai'rival  on  the  coast.  Coming  in  divi- 
sions of  four  or  five  each,  by  ten  o'clock  twenty- 
six  were  assembled  in  the  cove,  some  of  which  were 
as  long  as  my  vessel,  and  carrying  from  twelve  to 
twenty- eight  persons  each,  making  an  aggregate 
of  about  five  hundred  men,  all  well  armed  with 
nmskets,  spears,  and  daggers.  They  were  unac- 
companied by  tlieir  women  and  children,  and  had 
but  few  skins,  which  was  a  certain  indication  that 
their  intentions  were  of  a  hostile  character. 

It  will  lie  perceived  that  our  situation  was  now 
one  of  great  danger.  The  calm  continuing,  ren- 
dereil  it  impossible  for  us  to  retreat  ;  and  it  was 
obvious,  that  if  they  attacked  us  with  resolution, 
their  great  superiority  of  numbers  would  enable 
them  to  overwhelm  us  before  the  guns  could  be 
reloaded,  after  the  first  discharge.  Our  only 
alternative,  then,  was  to  make  the  best  preparation 
in  our  jiower  for  repelling  an  attack,  and  to  sell 
our  lives  as  dearly  as  possible  ;  for  our  men  were 
all  convinced  that  death  was  greatly  to  he  jireferred 
to  falling  alive  into  the  hands  of  these  barbarians. 
Accordingly,  our  cannon  were  all  loaded  with  bags 
of  musket  balls.  Our  small  arms,  two  muskets 
and  two  pistols  for  each  man,  were  also  loaded  ; 
and  our  pikes  placed  at  hand. 

The  Indians  jiassed  most  of  the  day  in  their 
canoes,  keeping  at  about  a  cable's  length  distant 
from  our  vessel,  contimially  (Mideavouring  to  per- 
suade us  to  let  them  approach,  iiy  the  assurance  of 
having  a  great  many  skins.  t)nr  own  men,  at  the 
.same  time,  with  lighted  matches,  were  all  day  at 
the  guns,  pointing  at  them  as  they  altered  their 
ixisitions  ;  while  our  linguist  was  calling  to  them 
not  to  advance,  on  pain  of  destruction  from  the 
great  guns.  In  this  hostile  attitude  each  party 
remained  all  day.  In  the  forenoon  we  observed 
two  large  canoes  to  go  away,  which,  returning 
before  night,  we  supposed  might  have  been  sent 
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for  reinforcements.  The  day  liad  l)e(ii  a  Icmj;  and 
anxious  one  ;  and  when  nitjlit  came,  we  were  re- 
joiced to  see  tliem  Ro  on  sliore,  liaui  uj)  their 
canoes,  and  build  tlieir  fires.  Tliey  remained  cjuiet 
during  tiie  niglit,  excepting  moeliinj;  our  watcli, 
as  eacli  half  lumr  was  called  out.  I'^arly  next 
morning,  there  sprang  up  a  hreeze  from  the  north- 
ward, when  we  got  under  weigh,  and  ])roceedeil 
out  of  the  covi',  tlie  Indians  liegging  us  to  remain 
another  day,  and  promising  us  a  great  many  sUins. 
We  had  scarcely  got  into  the  liroad  part  of  the 
sound,  before  we  met  two  war  canoes,  each  con- 
taining twenty-six  men,  well  armed,  wiio  were  on 
their  way  to  join  the  others  ;  and  for  whose  arrival 
the  attack  had  probably  lieen  delayed.  Of  these  I 
purchased  four  skins  in  passing  ;  and  they  were 
exceedingly  anxious  wc  should  return  and  anchor 
again,  assuring  us  of  a  great  many  skins.  On 
perceiving  their  persuasions  to  be  of  no  avail, 
they  showed  evident  demonstrations  of  great  dis- 
a])pointment. 

JJiit  1  discovered  aftervvai'ds,  on  falling  in  with 
the  Kngli-h  ship  Cheerful,  Ca])tain  lieek,  that  they 
were  instigated  to  attack  us  by  a  grcj'ter  stimulus 
than  their  cupidity,  namely,  a  desire  for  revenge. 
It  appeared,  from  Captain  Heck's  account,  that  bis 
ship  had  run  aground  on  a  sand  bank  near  where 
we  had  anchored,  about  a  month  before  ;  that, 
while  carrying  out  an  anchm",  the  natives  were 
seen  approaching  in  great  numbers,  and,  he  had 
no  doubt,  with  liostile  intentions,  lie,  therefore, 
called  his  men  on  board,  and  prcpai'ed  for  resist- 
ance. .Vs  they  advanceil  towanls  him,  he  cau- 
tioneil  ihiMn  to  come  no  nearer  ;  but  disregarding 
the  warning,  and  still  approaching,  he  lireil  over 
them.  This  not  producing  the  desired  cH'eet  of 
intimidating  them,  he  reluctantly  fired  among 
them,  and  supposes  he  killed  and  wounded  several, 
as  there  were  great  cries  heard,  great  confusion  in 
the  fleet,  and  an  instantaneous  retreat.  Captain 
Beck  had  left  .Macao  in  .'^epteinbe'r,  bu'  had  been 
little  more  than  a  month  on  the  coa'>i,  and  had  not 
met  with  good  success. 

.\fter  leaving  the  Chilcat  tribe,  as  above  men- 
tioned, we  steered  southward,  till  we  reached  that 
branch  of  the  sound  which  runs  in  an  t'asterly 
direction.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  sail  up  this 
1iranch,and  round  those  islands  which  are  I'alled  by 
Vaiu'ouver,  Admiralty,  .Macartney's,  and  Duke  of 
York's  Islands,  visiting  the  several  tribes  who 
inhabit  their  shores,  and  |iurchasiiig  all  the  furs 
they  had  collected.  Vor  having  at  this  time(l'.)th 
of  iNlay)  nearly  expended  our  articles  of  barter  to 
great  advantage,  it  was  rei|uisite  that  we  shoidd 
make  ju'eparation  for  leaving  the  coast,  by  getting 
a  supply  of  wood,  and  tilling  uj)  our  wate-r-casks. 

The  next  day,  while  steering  to  the  westward 
with  this  intention,  and  going  at  the  rate  of  about 
two  knots,  unsusjiieious  of  danger,  tli('  vessel  sud- 
denly struck  a  sunken  ledge,  and  stopped.  Fer- 
ceiving  that  she  hung  abaft  the  midships,  and  that 
there  were  three  and  a  half  fathoms  under  the 
bows,  we  immediately  rini  all  the  g\nis  forward, 
and  carried  out  an  anchor  ahead  ;  but  the  tide 
ebbed  so  rapidly,  that  our  ettorts  to  heave  lier  oH' 
were  ineffectual.  \\\'  therefore  lieeled  her  on 
the  side,  whence  slie  would  be  less  likely  to  roll 
over.  At  low  wat<'r  the  jjosition  of  the  vessel 
was  such  as  to  afford  but  feeble  expectation  that 
she  could  escape  bilging.  She  iiung  by  about  four 


feet  amidsliips,  having  slid  about  as  much  on  the 
rock  as  the  tide  fell,  and  brought  up  with  the  end 
of  the  bowsprit  against  the  bottom.  Her  keel 
formed  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees  with  the 
water  line,  the  afte'  part  of  it  being  from  fourteen 
to  fifteen  feet  above  the  rock.  This  ]iosition, 
combined  with  a  rank  heel  to  starboard,  rendered 
it  impossible  to  stand  on  deck.  We  therefore  put 
a  number  of  loaded  nmskets  into  tlie  boat,  and 
prepared  for  such  resistance,  in  case  of  being 
attacked,  as  could  be  made  by  fifteen  men,  crowded 
into  a  sixteen  feet  boat. 

Our  situation  was  now  one  of  the  most  painful 
anxiety,  no  less  from  the  immediate  jirospect  of 
losing  our  vessel,  and  the  rich  cargo  we  bad  col- 
lected with  so  much  toil,  than  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  being  discovered  in  this  defenceless  state 
by  some  one  of  the  hostile  triljes  by  which  wo  were 
surrounded.  A  canoe  of  the  largest  »dass,  with 
thirty  warriors,  well  armed,  iiacl  left  us  m)t  more 
than  half  an  hour  before  we  struck,  who  were 
now  prevented  from  seeing  us  by  having  jiassed 
round  an  island.  Should  the  vessi  1  bilge,  there 
existed  scarcely  any  other  ebanee  ftn-  the  j)re.ser- 
vation  of  our  lives,  than  the  jirt  arious  one  of 
falling  in  with  some  ship.  That  she  would  bilge 
there  was  no  reason  to  doubt,  if  the  weather 
varied  in  any  degree  from  that  perfect  calm 
which  tlien  prev.'iiled.  More  than  ten  hours 
were  passed  in  this  agonising  state  of  suspense, 
watching  the  horizon  to  discover  if  any  savages 
were  ajiproaching,  —  the  heavens,  if  tiiere  were  a 
cloud  that  might  chance  to  rufHe  the  smootli  sur- 
face of  the  water, — the  vessel,  whose  occasional 
cracking  seemed  to  warn  us  of  destruction  ;  and, 
when  the  tide  began  to  flow,  impatiently  observing 
its  ajipareiitly  sluggish  advance,  while  1  involun- 
tarily consulted  my  watch,  the  hands  of  which 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  to  move.  In  this  painful 
interval,  I  beguiled  some  little  time,  while  seated 
in  the  boat,  by  taking  a  sketch  of  the  hazardous 
situation  of  my  cutter,  at  low  water,  fearing  that 
it  mii;ht  soon  be  Ix'ycmd  my  power  to  give  such 
evidence  of  her  sad  fate. 

At  length  the  water  having  flowed  over  the 
coamings  of  the  hatches,  which  had  been  caulked 
down  in  anticipation  of  this  event,  without  any 
indication  of  the  vessel's  lifting,  1  was  deliberating 
on  the  ])ro])riety  of  cutting  away  the  mast,  when 
we  iierceived  her  to  be  rising.  She  soon  after 
righteil  so  much,  that  we  could  go  on  board  ;  and 
at  half  past  tw(;ive  in  the  night  we  had  the  indo. 
scribable  pleasure  of  seeing  her  afloat  again, 
without  having  received  any  other  apparent  injury 
than  the  loss  of  a  few  sheets  of  eo]iper. 

To  the  pi'rfect  calm,  .snuioth  v  ^ter,  and  uncom- 
mon strength  of  the  ves.sel,  may  be  attributed  our 
escape  from  this  truly  perilous  situation.  On  the 
'2',\(\,  be'ing  in  a  favoin-able  place,  and  where  there 
wen!  no  indications  of  natives  in  tlie  immediatw 
vicinity,  we  took  the  opportunity  to  lay  the  vessel 
ashore.  Tlio  tide  having  left  her,  it  was  evident 
that  there  was  no  nuiterial  injin-y.  The  keel  was 
considerably  bru.shed,  from  the  effect  of  having 
slid,  whih'  on  the  rock.  From  the  same  cause, 
several  sheets  of  copper  were  rolled  up,  and  a 
few  feet  of  the  sheathing,  under  the  co|)per,  very 
much  broken.  All  tiiese  were  repaired  as  well  as 
our  time  and  means  w<iuld  permit  ;  and  at  liigli- 
watcr  wc  hauled  oflf  again. 
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We  passed  .inothcr  week  in  eruisiiii;  abmit  tlic  | 
sound ;    but   jierecivinp,   that   tlie   stock   of   tlie  i 
natives  in  tliis    (luarter  was  so   cxliausted,  that  , 
when  we  Ciinio  aeross  a  canoe   tliey  liad   seldom  | 
any  skins   witii  them,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  ! 
leave  Cliatham's  Straits.     We  determined,  there-  | 
fore,  to   jiroceed   to   Norfolk  Sound  aj^aiii,  there  | 
pick  up  what   we  could  by  lying  a  day  or  two,  ; 
anil  then   };o  to  Charlotte's  Islands,  previous  to  j 
taking  a   final  farewell  of  the  coast.     With  this  i 
intention  we  steered  westward.     Arrivin};  in  tlie 
li  iiad  part  of  the  sound,  the  coui-se  of  wiiich  is  i 
north  and  south,  aiul  h.ivint;  tlie  wind  from  the  I 
southward,  we  could  make  hut  little  proi,'ress  on  ; 
our  way.     In  the  afternoon  the  south  wind  in-  | 
creased  ^I't'sitly,  and  caused  such  a  sea  as  latterly  : 
we  had  l)een  entirely  uiiaccustcnned  to.     As  much 
fatigue    and   some    risk   would   be  incurred   by  ' 
attemptini;  to  pass  the  night  in   tacking  to  and  ' 
fro  in  the  sound,  without  a  jxtssibility,  while  the 
wind  was  so  high  and  the  sea  so  rough,  of  ad- 
vancing at  all  on  our  way,  it  became  very  desir- 
able to  find  a  harbour  ;  and  a  little  before  sunset, 
being  near  tlie    eastern   side   of  the  sound,   we 
]ierceived  an  o])ening  of  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile, 
between  two  precipitous  hills,  clothed  from  the 
bottom  to  their  summits  with  pine.     The  hills  on 
each  side  forming  the  entrance  were  so  decisively 
indicative  of  suflicient  di')itli  of  wat<'r,  that  we 
ran  boldly  in,  without  taking  the  precaution  of 
first  sending  the  boat  to  reconnoitre.     We  were 
immediately  becalmed  on  passing  the  entrance, 
and,  using  our  sweeps,  rowed  but  a  third   of  a 
mile  before  we  were  in  perfectly  smooth  water. 
The  passage  liaviiig  become  narrower  as  wo  had 
ailvanced  in  it,  rendered  anchoring  unnecessary  ; 
and  we  kejit  the  vessel  suspended,  between  the 
two  shores,  by  ropes  made  fast  to  the  trees. 

Our  position  was  quite  romantic.  Tiio  thick- 
wooded  hills  on  either  side  seemed  almost  to  unite 
at  the  top  ;  the  dark  gloom  overhanging  all 
aroinid  ;  the  silence  and  tramiuillity  which  had 
so  instantaneously  succeeded  the  roar  and  turbu- 
lence of  the  sea  without,  and  the  comfort  and 
security  for  the  night  of  which  we  had  a  prosjiect, 
all  combined  to  produce  sensations  of  a  most 
pleasing  eliaracter.  While  musing  on  the  scenery 
about  us,  and  while  it  was  yet  twilight,  1  pcr- 
ceiveil  a  movement  in  the  bushes,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment a  large  bear  made  his  appearance,  probably 
attracted  by  the  scent  of  the  vessel.  As  the 
object  of  killing  him  did  not  a])])ear  to  me  to 
coiii|>cnsate  the  risk  of  the  attempt.  I  refused 
permission  to  my  men  to  go  ashore  fin-  that  pur- 
pose ;  liut,  as  lie  seemed  disposed  to  remain  and 
make  our  ac(iuaintaiice,  I  caused  a  four-]iounder 
to  be  di.sdiarged  at  him.  The  piece  was  elevated 
too  high  ;  the  ball  went  over  him,  making  a  great 
cracking  among  the  bushes,  and  the  reverberation 
of  the  report  was  long  and  loud.  He  did  not  wait 
for  a  second,  but  scampered  off  among  the  bushes, 
and  we  saw  him  no  more. 

The  wind  liaving  come  round  to  the  nortliwest- 
ward  during  the  night,  we  put  out  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  .'{Oth,  and,  steering  soutliward, 
before  night  we  liad  an  imbounded  ocean  open  to 
our  view.  This  little  variation  to  the  scone  was 
quite  agreeal)le,  as  we  had  now  been  two  months 
navigating  inland,  without  having  even  a  sight  of 
the  ocean,  and   having   been   at  all   times   sur- 


rounded with  lofty  mountains,  whose  sides  present 
ar.  impenetrable  forest  of  pine  wood,  and  who.^ie 
snnmiits  (at  the  north)  are,  most  of  the  yi-ar, 
covered  with  ice  and  snow. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  ajiproaching  Norfolk  Sound, 
a  ship  was  ju-rceived  going  in  liefore  us,  which 
proved  to  be  tlie  Ilaneoek,  of  Boston,  Captain 
Crocker,  who  had  arrived  on  the  ecjast  in  April. 
As  we  drew  near  to  her  after  she  had  anchored, 
a  considerable  bustle  was  perceived  on  board,  as 
if  they  were  preparing  for  defence  ;  whieli,  I  was 
afterwards  amused  to  find,  arose  from  our  su.s- 
pieious  and  uncouth  ajjpearance.  This,  to  be  sure, 
was  rather  unusual,  from  the  circumstance  of  our 
beards,  at  this  time,  being  four  or  five  inches 
long  ;  as,  having  found  the  operation  of  shaving 
to  be  difficult,  where  the  motion  of  the  vessel 
w,i8  so  great,  I  had  neglected  it  since  leaving 
China,  and  my  officers  and  men  had  followed  my 
example  ;  so  that  it  must  be  admitted,  we  did 
present  an  apj)earaiice  .so  little  ]ireiio.s.sessiiig,  that 
it  was  very  excusaljle  for  jieople  whom  wc  ap- 
proached to  be  on  their  guard. 

The  following  day  arrived,  and  anchored  near 
us,  the  ship  Despatch  of  Hostoii,  Captain  Hreck, 
which,  as  well  as  the  other  .sliij),  had  arrived  on 
the  coast  rather  too  late  to  insure  succissful 
voyages  tlie  present  season.  While  three  vessels 
were  lying  together  here,  it  was  amusing  to  ob- 
serve tile  adroitness  and  cunning  with  whieli  the 
Indians  derived  all  jiossible  advantage  from  the 
competition.  They  had  succeeded  in  raising  the 
price  of  their  skins  so  high,  that  there  was  a 
necessity,  at  last,  of  our  entering  into  an  agree- 
ment, respecting  the  price  to  be  given,  which 
ought  to  have  been  made  at  first  ;  as  not  less 
requisite  to  profit,  than  to  despatch. 

Although  nearly  a  week  was  i>assod  here,  yet 
the  natives  showed  so  little  earnestness  to  dispose 
of  their  furs,  that  very  few  were  purchased  till 
the  day  before  our  departure,  and  when  they  had 
taken  ample  time  to  satisfy  themselves  they  were 
obtaining  the  highest  |UMce.  The  whole  number 
of  skins  ]iurcliased  during  this  time,  by  the  three 
vessels,  did  not  exceed  together  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  for  these  we  paid  more 
than  twice  an  much  as  for  those  which  were  ob- 
tained here  on  my  arrival. 

Leaving  this  place  on  the  7tli,  and  pursuing  a 
course  to  the  southward,  we  fell  in,  a  week  after, 
with  the  shij)  I'lysses,  of  Boston,  Captain  Lamb. 
This  ship  had  arrived  on  the  coast  a  month  before 
us  ;  but  the  success  which  ought  to  have  resulted 
from  so  early  an  arrival,  was  defeated  by  a 
mutiny  of  long  and  ruinous  duration.  Thus  it 
ajipears  that  no  less  than  three  shii>s  had  arrived 
on  the  coast  before  us,  an<l  that  to  accident,  not 
less  than  to  industry  and  perseverance,  were  wt- 
indebted  for  our  great  success. 

A  long  continued  southerly  wind  so  retarded 
our  passage  to  Charlotte's  Islands,  that  we  did 
not  reach  the  Skittigates,  (the  largest  tribe  of 
these  islands,)  till  the  -JOth,  having  found  it  ad- 
visable to  make  a  liarbour  on  tlu!  way,  where  we 
lay  three  days,  and  were  screened  from  the  efi'ects 
of  a  south-east  gale.  In  the  mean  time, our  men 
were  employed  in  replenishing  our  stock  of  wood 
and  water.  When  near  to  the  Skittigates,  it 
being  calm  and  the  current  running  out,  we 
anchored   about  two  miles  north  of  their  village. 
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FIRST  voyacl:. 


Ah  this  waH  a  numerous  ami  warlike  tribe,  whose 
intercoui-se  witli  foreigners  liatl  been  great,  anil 
to  whose  hostility  and  treachery  some  of  them 
had  fallen  victims,  there  was  a  necessity  for  the 
(il)servance  of  all  tliat  vi;;ilance  on  our  part,  to 
guard  against  surprise,  whicli  we  had  been  in  the 
practice  of  observini;.  One  of  this  tribe,  inorder 
to  decoy  men  ashore,  covered  himself  in  a  uear's 
skiri,  aiid  came  out  of  th<'  border  of  the  woods,  on 
all-fours,  abreast  the  ship,  while  a  party  lay  m 
ambush  ready  to  fire  on  those  who  should  come 
ill  pursuit,  the  stratagem  would  have  succeeded, 
liad  not  one  of  the  natives  bet-ii  too  earnest  to 
come  forward,  so  as  to  bo  discovered  in  time 
for  the  boat  to  retreat,  before  any  mischief  had 
occurred. 

.Soon  after  anchoring,  a  canoe  came  to  us  from 
wliich  we  procured  three  skins.  The  Indians  in 
this  canoe  assured  us  that  there  were  plenty  of 
skins  at  the  village,  and  manifesti<l  a  desire  that 
we  should  go  there.  In  the  morning  of  the  ^Ist, 
several  canoes  came  to  us  with  some  of  the  in- 
ferior chiefs.  They  were  very  urgent  in  tlieir 
entreaties  for  us  to  go  u])  to  the  village,  alleging 
that  it  was  so  far  for  them  to  come,  that  many 
would  be  deterred  by  it  from  bringing  their 
skins.  Their  solicitations,  however,  were  of  no 
avail,  as  I  had  no  doubt,  that  those  who  ha<l  skins 
to  dispose  of  would  not  be  jirevented  from  coming 
to  us  by  tlie  distance,  and  that  we  should  avoid 
the  visits  of  the  mischievous  and  idle,  by  remain- 
ing at  our  present  anchorage.  Hy  nine  o'clock, 
we  had  many  canoes  assembled  aliout  us  ;  but 
they  appeared  to  be  so  inditterent  about  tradin;;, 
that  it  was  past  noon  before  they  began  ;  yet, 
such  was  their  alacrity  when  they  did  begin,  that 
by  dark  they  had  sold  us  upwards  of  one  hundred 
skins,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  tails.  The 
succeeding  day  was  squally  and  unpleasant,  and 
we  had  a  smaller  number  of  the  natives  about  us. 
We  jiurchased,  however,  eighty-five  skins,  and  as 
many  tails.  Towards  evening  a  canoe  eame  to 
us.  with  the  son  of  the  chief  of  the  Skittigates 
on  board,  who  told  vis,  that,  if  we  would  remain 
another  day,  his  father  would  eome  to  us,  and 
bring  a  great  many  skins.  In  the  night,  wliich 
was  perfectly  calm,  we  heard  fre(|iient  and  wild 
howliiigs  at  the  village,  ami  occasionally  the  report 
of  a  musket. 

The  morning  of  the  23d  was  calm,  and  a  fa- 
vourable current  for  the  Indians  to  come  to  us  ; 
but,  having  waited  till  near  noon  without  seei 


Cummashaw's  tribe.  Ueing  so  nearly  on  tlie 
point  of  leaving  the  coast,  and  therefore  fearing 
no  bad  conseiiuences  from  an  exposure  of  our 
weakness,  I  acceded  to  tlie  earnest  solicitations  of 
this  young  warrior  to  come  on  board.  This  was 
the  only  one  of  the  natives  w  liom  we  liail  admitted 
on  board  since  being  on  the  coast.  We  invited  him 
into  the  cabin,  and  gave  him  a  glass  of  wine 
whicli  jjleased  him  so  much,  that  he  soon  asked 
for  another.  Having  made  me  a  ju-esent  of  a 
very  tine  skin,  1  made  a  return  of  a  shirt,  jacket, 
and  pantaloons,  which  he  iniinediately  put  on,  and 
ajipeared  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  figure  he 
made,  and  much  pleased  with  the  dress.  But  the 
friendly  feelings  I  had  inspired  suftered  a  momen- 
tary interrujition,  by  my  careless  and  ajiparcntly 
rude  manner  of  giving  him  a  handkerchief. 
Being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cabin  from  that 
on  which  I  was  sitting,  I  threw  it  into  his  lap,  when, 
instead  of  taking,  he  allowed  it  to  roll  down  on 
the  Hoor,  his  feelings  .so  much  wounded  that  he 
actually  shed  tears  ;  nor  was  it  without  consider- 
able effort,  that  we  pei-suaded  him  that  no  insult 
was  intended,  by  assuring  him  that  it  arose  from 
my  ignorance  of  the  etitiuette  which  custom  had 
established  among  them.  This  little  interruption 
to  our  harmony  was  of  short  duration,  the  party 
aggrieved  being  satisfied  with  my  apology  ;  and 
having  purchased  of  him  and  his  comrades 
about  si.xty  skins,  wo  parted  with  mutual  good- 
will and  friendship. 

It  was  now  time  to  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
tion for  leaving  the  coast,  by  filling  up  our  water- 
casks,  and  procuring  sufficient  wood  for  the  passage 
to  China.  With  this  intention  we  directed  our 
eoui-se  for  Tatiskee-cove,  where,  haviiu:  anchored, 
we  set  about  cutting  wood  with  all  diligence,  and 
also  procuring  our  supply  of  water.  This  work 
being  accomidished,  we  were  reaily  for  our  depar- 
ture on  the  2(;tli  ;  but  the  wind  was  froni  the 
south,  and  the  weather  rainy  and  boisterous.  It 
was  therefore  decidedly  most  advantageous  for  us 
to  lie  i|uietly  in  the  snug  port  where  we  were  an- 
chored, and  wait  for  a  fair  wind  and  the  return  of 
good  weather  before  putting  to  sea. 

The  wind  having  changed  to  tin.'  westward  dur- 
ing the  night,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June 
we  weighed  anchor  I'uV  the  last  time  on  the  coast, 
and  jiut  to  sea,  intr.iding  to  reconnoitre  North 
Island  before  biddirg  farewell  to  the  coast.  But, 
owing  to  a  contr  iry  current,  it  was  late  in  the 


■seeing  a  1  afternoon  before  we  pa.ssed  the  southern  point  of 
single  canoe  moving,  we  were  at  a  loss  to  conjee-  -]  Kiganny  ;  jirevious  to  which  wo  were  boarded  by 


ture  the  reason,  more  especially  after  the  [iromise 
of  the  king's  son,  last  evening.  In  ease,  how- 
ever, of  their  bringing  many  skins,  as  they  pro- 
mised, we  had  not  the  means  of  jmrchasing  them, 
our  articles  of  barter  being  nearly  expended.  It 
was  therefore  judged  best  not  to  wait  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  such  extraordinary  conduct  ;  and, 
having  a  light  breeze  from  the  south,  we  put  out 
with  the  intention  of  going  over  to  the  t'oneyaws. 
The  next  day,  when  about  two  leagues  south  of 
Point  Rose,  the  breeze  not  being  sufficient  to  en- 
able us  to  stem  the  current,  we  came  to  anchor. 
Soon  afterwards,  two  lai'ge  canoes  came  to  us,  in 
one  of  which  was  a  young  good-looking  warrior, 
the  son-in-law  of  CoiK'yaw,  who  is  head  chief  of 
the  Tytantes  tribe,  and  who,  with  other  warriors, 
hud  come  over  on  a  hostile  expedition   against 


tlie  celebrated  chief  Kow,  a  man  whose  intelligence 
and  honest  demeanour  recommended  him  to  all 
who  had  any  dealings  with  him.  He  had  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  coining  on  board  the  cutter 
on  her  former  vovages,  and  had  never  failed  to 
receive  the  most  generous  and  friendly  treatment 
from  Captain  Lay,  her  former  master,  whom  he 
was  much  disappointed  in  not  finding  on  board. 
For  the  few  skins  he  had  we  paid  him  liberally  ; 
and  he  left  us  much  satisfied. 

The  following  day,  at  noon,  we  hail  arrived  op- 
jiosite  and  near  to  the  village  on  North  Island.  A 
numbi'r  of  canoes  soon  came  off,  in  one  of  which 
w'as  the  chief  Coneyaw,  and  iu  another  Kltargee. 
The  latter  had,  a  year  or  two  ago,  accidentally,  it 
was  said,  caused  the  death  of  a  Captain  Newberry, 
by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol,  which  he  did  not 
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know  wiiH  loafk'd — llis  lookn,  however,  were  ho 
iiuifli  against  him,  and,  in  tlio  short  intercourse 
we  h.iil  with  hliii,  his  actions  anil  manner  so  cor- 
rositondeil  with  liis  looks,  tiiat  I  should  re((uire  the 
clearest  evidence  to  be  satisfied  that  tiie  disasster 
was  purely  the  ott'ect  of  accident. 


c'liArTriii  vii. 

Siiil  tor  Sindwiili  Islands.— Siiti»faction.—Owli)lieo.—  F'ro- 

visimis  mill   I'niit.— Xiitivos .Mdweo— I'iipccl'"!    West- 

wanl.— Tiiiian. — Antlior  in  the  Typa Sliiii  Ontario. — 

lU'Hi'ctidns  causcil  by  lier  Loss. — rrocei'd  to  Waniima 
ami  Canton.— Tulic  a  Factory.- Contract  for  tlic  Cargo. 
-Causes  oiicratinft'to  disconniKe  a  Return  to  tlie  Coast. 
—.•Sell  the  Cutter.— ?Sail  for  Calcutta.— .^lalacca.—l'ulo 
I'inang.— I'nicure  a  I'ilot.— Arrive  at  Calcutta. 

I  I'lKcii.vsED  the  few  skins  offered  me,  amount- 
ini;  to  thirty-two,  while  under  sail  ;  and  now,  liav- 
in;^  no  other  olijeet  to  detain  us  lonj^or  on  the  coast, 
we,  at  I  i'..M.,  bade  farewell  to  the  natives.  With 
a  fine  breeze  from  west-north-west,  I  steered  to 
the  south-west,  not  less  ha|)|)y  in  the  successful 
aeconijilislimeiit  of  my  object,  than  in  the  reflec- 
tion of  its  having  been  attained  without  injury  to 
the  natives,  or  other  than  the  most  friendly  inter- 
change of  commodities  with  them.  Indeed,  now 
that  1  was  fairly  at  sea,  and  tree  from  the  chance 
of  those  casualties  to  which  I  had  so  long  been  sub- 
jected, the  relief  from  anxiety,  the  comparative 
feeling  of  security,  the  satisfaction  arising  from  a 
tliorough  perfornijince  of  duty,  and  from  the  in- 
dependence to  whicli  it  led  in  this  instance,  can  be 
more  easily  imagined  than  described.  Nor  was 
this  jileasure  in  any  degree  diminished  by  the  task, 
which  yi't  remained,  of  proceeding  to  China  ;  as 
this  was  a  passage,  for  the  most  part,  through  the 
trade-winds,  where  the  weather  was  fine  and  the 
sea  sniootii,  and  where,  consequently,  one  great 
cause  of  tiie  dissatisfaction  of  my  men  would  bo 
removed. 

During  our  passage  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  no 
incident  occurred  to  vary  the  monotony  of  the 
voyage.     We  had  none  other  than  a  fair  wind  ; 
indeed,  the  gales  were  .so  propitious,  that  we  had 
sight  of  Owliylieo  the  twentieth  diiy  after  taking 
(uir  departure  from  the   coast  of  America.     At 
three,  I'M.  of  the    19th  of  July,  the  snow-capped 
summit  of  that  island  was  seen  above  tlie  clouds, 
at  a  distance  of  at  least  twenty-five  leagues  off', 
and   bearing   .south-west   by    west.     Standing    in 
boldly  for  the  shore  all  night,  we  were,  at  dawn, 
i  within  about  a  mile  of  it,  and  saw  several  beautiful 
runs  of  water  falling  in  cascides  over  perpendicu- 
lar ]irecipices  into  the  sea.     We  i)erceived,  also,  a 
mustering  among  tin;  natives  to  come  ofJ'  to  us. 
The  sea,  liowever,  was  so  rough,  that  only  two 
or  three  attempted  it,  and  having  bought  of  these 
a  few   melons   and    cabbages,    we   i)roceeded   to 
[leeward,  towards  Toiyahyah  Bay,  in  the  hope  of 
|fin<ling  smoother  water.     This  was  discovered  as 
I  soon  as  we  doubled  round  Kohollow  Point,  when 
la  multitude  of  canoes  came  off  to  us,  bringing  a 
I  great  supply  of  hogs,  potatoes,  taro,  cabbages,  water 
jand  musk  melons,  sugar-cane,  \c. 

We  admitted  a  chief  on  board,  who,  while  ho 
jkept  the  natives  in  order,  and  guarded  us  against 
lliaviiig  too  many  on  board  at  a  time,  served  us 
lalso  as  a  broker,  and  very  much  facilitated  our 


purchases,  lie  remained  on  board  all  night,  and 
was  i'(|ually  serviceable  to  us  the  iie.\t  ilay,  when, 
by  noon,  having  a  sufficient  sup|p|y  of  everything 
w  liich  the  island  afforded,  we  dismissed  our  broker 
with  satisfactory  presents,  and  pursued  our  course 
to  the  Westward 

The  Very  limited  intercourse  we  Iiad  with  the 
natives  of  this  island  was  hardly  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  tlieir 
general  character.  The  contrast,  which  their 
cleanliness  forms  with  the  filthy  appearance  of 
the  natives  of  the  North-west  Coast,  will  not  fail 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  most  iniobserviiig. 
Nor  have  they  less  advantage  over  their  North- 
west neighbours  in  the  size,  shape  and  graceful- 
n(3.ss  of  their  persons,  and  in  the  ojien,  laughing, 
generous,  and  animated  e.vpression  of  their  coun- 
tenances. The  characteristics  of  these  islanders 
are  activity,  gaiety,  volatility,  and  irritability  ; 
those  of  tlie  North-west  Indians,  heaviness,  me- 
lancholy, austerity,  ferocity,  and  treachery.  They 
are,  perhaps,  in  each  case,  such  as  would  naturally 
be  inferred  to  be  the  effect  of  climate  operating  on 
the  materials  of  rude  and  savage  characters. 

The  expertness  of  these  islanders  in  the  art  of 
swimming  has  been  remarked  by  the  earliest  na- 
vigators ;  and  Meares  mentions  some  divers,  who, 
in  attempting  to  recover  an  anchor  he  had  lost, 
remahicd  under  water  during  the  space  of  five  mi- 
nutes. Whether  there  are  any  such  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  is  very  doubtful  ;  although  it  must  be 
confessed,  I  saw  no  evidence  that  would  induce 
the  belief  of  their  talent  being  in  any  degree 
diminished. 

On  the  "2 1st  we  .saw  the  i.sland  Mowee,  bearing 
north  by  east,  aliout  twelve  leagues  distant.  Our 
course  to  the  westward  was  attended  with  the 
weather  which  is  usual  in  the  trade-winds,  in  ge- 
neral fine,  though  sometimes  interrupted  by  a 
scjuall,  which  serves  to  rouse  the  sailor  from  the 
inactivity  which  a  long  course  of  such  weather  is 
a])t  to  produce.  With  a  moderate  and  even  sea 
rolling  after,  and  helping  us  on  our  course,  and 
with  a  great  abundance  and  variety  of  such  pro- 
ducts of  the  vegetable  world  as  we  had  long  been 
destitute  of,  we  were  living  so  luxuriously,  and 
sailing  along  so  much  at  our  ease,  so  entirely  free 
from  anything  like  labour  or  fatigue,  that  our  men 
appeared  to  consider  it  as  an  ample  compensation 
for  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the  first  part  of 
the  voyage. 

On  the  l.')tli  of  August,  1  799,  we  passed  between 
tlie  islands  Aguigan  and  Tinian,  and  very  near  to 
the  latter;  but,  as  it  was  after  dark  wiien  we 
were  nearest  it,  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  those  beauties^  which  are  so  pleasingly  de- 
scribed by  the  narrator  of  Lord  Anson's  voyage, 
as  well  as  by  more  recent  navigators.  In  our 
passage  between  these  and  the  Uashi  Islands,  we 
had  so  great  a  portion  of  westerly  winds,  that  we 
did  not  reach  the  latter  till  the  8th  of  Sejitember, 
having,  during  that  period,  experienced  much 
rainy,  sijually,  and  disagreeable  weather.  We 
passed  the  Bashi  Islands  in  the  night,  with  a  mo- 
derate breeze  from  east-south-east ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing night  we  were  among  tide-rips,  which 
caused  such  a  roar,  and  so  great  an  agitation  of 
tile  water,  as  to  resemble  breakers. 

On  the  Kith,  we  saw  the  east  end  of  the  Grand 
Lema,  and,  at  throe  o'clock  next  morning,  sailed 


irjfisfmm 


m^ 


i'f 

• 

'■  i     ■:[ 

: 

.'.  .  It 

'  1 

V;  ,  'i 

;l 

:J   m 


ll  ll 


:    \ 


20 


FIRST  VOYAGE. 


between  its  western  end  and  the  island  next  to  it ; 
and  pasoiiig  the  island  of  Lantao  at  dawn,  we 
came  to  anchor  in  the  Tyi)a  at  eleven  o'clock,  a.m. 
1  immediately  went  ashoi'o  and  made  report  to 
tlic  Governor,  engaged  u  pilot  to  come  on  board 
in  the  morning,  and  spent  an  liour  with  an  Ame- 
rican resident  supercargo,  wlio  gave  me  much 
European  and  other  news. 

From  this  gentleman  I  learned,  that  the  sliip 
Ontario,  with  her  cargo,  had  been  totally  lost  a 
few  days  after  leaving  Canton  for  New  York. 
This  was  the  ship  in  wliich  1  liud  been  so  eager  to 
embark.  I  had  come  very  near  having  my  desire 
gratified,  and  had  been  severely  disap|)ointed  when 
I  found  that  the  ])lace  1  wished  was  filled  by  an- 
other. If  I  had  succeeded,  ruin  must  have  been 
the  consequence.  My  emotions  on  hearing  tliis 
news  were  of  a  mingled  characti'r  ;  while  I 
mourned  over  the  fate  of  a  w<n'thy  friend,  I  was 
filled  with  gratitude  at  my  own  esca])e,  and  my 
present  prosperity  ;  the  feelings  of  discontent  in 
which  I  had  sometimes  indulgeil  were  ret)uked  ;  I 
was  taught  to  bear  disa;))>ointmentH  with  j)atienc(> 
and  resignation,  as  we  camiot  foresee  th  ^  govd 
which  may  result  from  them  ;  and  1  was  inspired 
with  that  eonfidencu  in  a  sn])erintendirg  .''rovi- 
denee  '  liicli  affords  repose  to  the  spirit  under  all 
tlie  trials  of  life. 

In  conformity  with  his  engagement,  the  pihif 
came  on  board  in  th(>  morning  as  .soon  as  the  tide 
served,  wlioii,  liaving  weighed  anchor,  we  beat  out 
of  the  Tyi)a  and  passed  Macao  roads  with  a  mo- 
derate hreeze  at  south-east,  which  continued  fo 
light  throughout  tlie  nay  that  we  did  not  reach 
Anson's  I3ay  till  nearly  mi(hiight.  Here  wo  an- 
chored till  the  tide  became  favourable,  wlien,  pro- 
ceeding to  Wainpoa,  wo  arrived  there  and  an- 
ciiored  above  the  Heet  in  the  night  of  the  l.")th. 

Having,  the  ne.xt  day,  taken  a  boat  for  Canton, 
I  accepted  the  hospitality  of  one  of  my  country- 
men till  I  could  procure  a  factory.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  gave  letters  to  several  China  merchants, 
<lirecteil  to  my  officer  on  board,  to  permit  the 
l)earers  of  them  to  examiiu'  the  cargo.  I  engaged 
the  factory  .\o.  1,  Nni^pias  Hong,  and  as  soon  as 
it  was  fin'uished  moved  into  it.  On  the  2.")th  of 
Se|iteniber,  having  had  various  offers  for  the  cargo, 
and  the  best  being  that  of  iNuecpia,  I  contracteil 
with  him  for  it  at  the  rate  of  twenty-three  dollars 
:i  skin,  cash  ;  or  twenty-six  dollars  to  be  ]iaid  in 
produce,  or  any  propiution  at  these  rates. 

This  contract  being  made,  and  the  payment  to 
be  promiit  on  delivery  of  the  cargo,  it  becamt; 
necessary  to  del  ermine,  without  di'lay,  what  course 
it  was  most  advisable"  to  pursue  next.  The  cutter, 
iude]M>nde"tlv  of  the  ol)je'tion  of  si/.(',  lieing  a 
foreign  i  '>,ioni,  could  not  take  a  cargo  to  the 
United  States  without  l)eing  snlijected  to  the 
payment  of  si.eli  increased  duties  as  would  be 
ei|ual  to  the  amount  of  tiie  freight  of  !in  American 
bottom.  To  return  again  to  the  North-west  coast 
offered  a  prosjiect  as  promisiiii;  as  any  ))lan  which 
presentoil  itself  to  my  minil,  and  could  I  have 
obtaineil  an  lu-derly  crew,  might  have  hvi'w  the 
most  advisable.  Hut  to  undertake  auotiier  voyage 
with  a  crew  composed  of  such  men  as  I  had  (and 
none  beside  di'serte;'s  from  other  ships  could  l)e 
proc'.red)  was  little  better  than  living  for  such 
time  with  a  knife  nt  my  throat  ;  which,  at  any 
unguarded  moment,  miglit  be  made  to  elose  the 


scene.  The  small  jize  o'  tiic  vessel  'vas  anotlicr 
important  objection ;  as,  besides  the  privations 
inseparable  from  navigating  in  it,  there  was  an 
increased  danger  fnmi  the  hostility  of  the  savages. 
And  as,  in  con.se(|uence,  a  greater  numl)er  of  men 
was  reiiuired  than  could  be  well  lodged  and  j)ro. 
visioned  for  so  long  a  time,  this  tciuled  to  create 
among  them  dissatisfaction,  sullenness,  and  finally 
mutiny.  Hesides  this,  my  inclination  for  such 
uiiconnnon  ex])osuro  and  fatigue,  was  diminished 
iu  proportion  to  the  recent  increase  of  my  fortune. 

From  these  considerations,  and  not  entirely 
nninifuenced  by  a  desire  of  visiting  ti\e  capital  of 
Uritish  India,  I  made  an  arrangement  to  this 
etfect,  by  dis|iosing  uf  the  cutter  to  Robert  IJerry, 
Hs(j.,  and  a  cargo  of  teas  and  other  articles  of  his 
selection,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
making  together  twenty-one  thousand  dollars;  for 
which  I  took  a  respontlentia  bond  with  a  premium 
about  e(iiial  to  the  risk,  and  interest,  payable 
three  months  after  my  arrival  at  Calcutta.  In 
aildition  to  this,  I  took  with  mo  gold  bars  to  the 
amount  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

Ill  the  mean  time,  while  coming  to  this  decision, 
my  cargo  had  been  transported  to  (Janton  and 
delivered  to  the  purchaser;  my  crew  had  been 
])aid  off,  and  a  new  one  ship])ed  of  less  than  half 
the  numbers  of  the  former  voyage.  The  cuttr-r 
again  became  the  Dragon  ;  hoisted  Knglish  coloui-s, 
and  had  an  Knglish  master  ai)pointed  to  her,  be- 
cause by  our  treaty  with  Great  Dritain  it  was  not 
permitted  us  to  l)ring  a  cargo  from  China  to  Cal- 
cutta in  an  American  vessel. 

The  cargo  for  account  of  Mr.  B.  having  been 
.shi]iped,  and  having  made  an  agreement  with  him 
to  slii|)  to  my  friends  in  the  I'nited  Stales,  as 
o])]iortunities  for  freighting  offered,  the  remainder 
of  the  ])roeeeds  of  my  cargo  of  furs,  I  proceeded 
to  Wampoa  on  the  2()th  ()etol)er,  1 79'.>  ;  where, 
finding  ail  things  ready,  I  embarked  as  passenger, 
and  the  next  day  weighed  anchor  and  run  down 
between  first  and  second  bar  ;  where  we  received 
our  .sea  stock  from  the  lloppoo  man  ;  and  when 
the  tide  made  in  our  favour,  took  advantage  of  it 
as  far  as  Anson's  13ay,  where,  arriving  at  dark, 
and  having  a)ii)eai'auees  of  bad  weather,  we  came 
to  anchor.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  night, 
the  wind  became  more  easterly  and  increased  with 
rain  ;  and  at  daylight  it  blew  with  a  di'gree  of 
violence  which  amounted  to  a  Typhon,  and  which 
it  si'eined  as  if  nothing  but  the  hills  were  capable 
of  resisting.  Here,  our  go<id  Inrtune  was  again 
manifest  ;  for  if  we  hail  been  ready  only  twelve 
hours  sooner,  we  must  have  encountered  this  gale 
in  a  position  that  would  ha\e  rendered  our  chance 
of  escaping  shipwreck  very  small.  As  it  was, 
while  riding  iu  a  smooth  bay,  the  wind  blowing 
off  the  shore,  from  which  we  lay  not  ntore  than  a 
cable's  length,  we  parted  our  cable,  and  brought 
up  with  our  best  bower,  with  wliich  we  rode  out 
the  gale  in  safety.  The  2,'h'd,  the  gale  abated, 
hut  it  continued  all  day  vi'i-y  rainy,  Hi|ually,  <lis- 
agreeable  weather  ;  we  therefore  lay  at  anchor, 
and  employed  some  Chiuanu'ii  to  get  the  anchor 
from  which  the  ca\)le  had  parted,  in  which  they 
succeeded  without  much  ditlicnity,  brought  it  to 
us,  and  received  their  reward.  The  wind  gene- 
rally south -i.'ast. 

The  next  day  the  wind  waH  light  and  baffling  ; 
liut  in  the  night  cainu  round  to  tlio  norlhwanl. 
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with  clear  weather ;  and  on  the  2r)th  we  ])assed 
M.-icao  roads,  where  we  saw  two  large  £nglish 
slii])s,  one  of  which  had  lost  all  her  topmasts, 
lidulitless  in  the  late  gale.  We  passed  near  to, 
and  spoUe  tlie  ship  Eliza,  Rowan,  who  had  been 
to  the  S|ianisli  coast  since  we  had  seen  him.  With 
a  strong  breeze  from  east-nortluuist,  we  steered  to 
the  southwest,  and,  at  dawning  of  the  '28th,  were 
near  to  the  China  coast,  having  passed  in  sight  of 
I'lilo  Campella.  In  the  course  of  the  following 
night,  we  jiassed  near  to  Pulo  Canton,  and  then 
sti'cred  soutli-southeast.  The  coast  was  in  sight 
most  of  the  day,  and  a  strong  current  in  our 
favour,  as  was  manifest  from  the  circumstance  of 
making  one  hundred  ninety-threes  miles  dHl'(>renee 
of  latitude.  We  saw  the  high  land  al)reast  I'ulo 
Cecir,  on  the  31st,  and  also  the  Island  I'ulo  Cecir 
(le  Mar,  and,  at  the  same  time,  wci-e  on  the  bank 
of  Holland,  apparently  in  no  very  deep  water. 
The  next  day  we  were  pre\ented  seeing  I'ulo 
Condor  by  reason  of  a  hazy  atmosphere. 

On  the  I5d  day  of  Novembi'r  the  weather  w.is 
very  s((ually,  and  wind  variable.  In  the  night 
sounded  several  times  in  thirty  and  twenty-five 
t'ailioms,  and,  at  dawning,  saw  I'ulo  Tiinoan.  We 
entered  the  straits  between  I'oint  Romania  and 
I'iedra  lllaiica  on  the  ."Jth  ;  after  which,  steered 
west  by  south  for  8t.  John's  Island,  and,  having 
]iassed  it,  we  took  the  wind  from  west-southwest, 
iiiul  lieat  through  the  narrows  between  the  Rubl)it 
juiil  Coney  and  Red  Island.  We  continued  to 
work  to  the  westward,  witli  the  wind  for  the  most 
part  from  that  (juarter,  and  occasionally  anchoring 
when  the  ciu'rent  was  against  us. 

While  at  anchor,  closi;  in  with  the  shore,  be- 
tween .Mount  Formosa  and  Mount  Moora,  we  saw 
a  fleet  of  ele\  en  Malay  proas  pass  by  to  the  east- 
ward, from  whose  view  wo  sui>posed  ourselves  to 
have  beiMi  screened  by  tlv,  trees  and  bushes  near 
to  which  wo  were  lying.  On  ]ierceivinL;  so  great 
a  luiinber  of  large  proas  sailing  together,  we  had 
scarcely  a  doubt  of  their  being  pirates,  and  lliere- 
I'lire  immediately  loaded  oiir  guns  and  prepared  for 
defence  ;  though  conscious  that  the  fi'arl'ul  odds 
ill  niiiiiliers  between  our  crew  of  ten  men  and 
theirs,  which  ju'obably  exceeded  a  hundred  to 
each  vessel,  left  lis  scarce  a  ray  of  hope  of  siie- 
I'essfiil  rrsii^ance.  We  watched  their  progress, 
therefore,  with  that  intense  interest  which  men 
may  natui ally  be  supposed  to  feel,  whose  fortune, 
liliepty,  and  life,  were  dependent  on  the  mere 
chaiiee  of  their  passing  by  without  seeing  u.>.  To 
oiir  great  joy,  they  did  so  ;  and  when  llie  sails  of 
tile  last  of  the  fleet  were  no  longer  discernible 
Irniii  deck,  anil  we  realised  the  certainty  of  escape, 
our  feelings  of  relief  were  in  proportion  to  the 
danger  which  had  threatened  us. 

Arriving  at  Malacca  on  the  11  fli,  the  curiosity 
of  the  people  was  greatly  excited  to  know  how  we 
had  escaped  the  Heet  of  pirates  which  had  been 
seen  from  the  town  ;  as  tlus  strait  to  the  eastward 
is  so  narrow  that  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  impos- 
sible for  us  to  jiiiss  without  seeing  each  other  ; 
anil  when  informed  of  our  beiiig  screened  by  the 
trees  from  their  sight,  they  offered  us  their  hearty 
and  reiterated  congratulations. 

Having  the  next  day  filled  up  our  water-casks, 
and  laid  in  a  supply  of  vegetables  and  fruit  siilli- 
cient  for  our  consumption  till  our  arrival  at  Ciil- 
ciitta,   wo    should   without    furtlier    delay   have 


proceeded  on  our  voyage,  had  the  prosjiect  been 
favourable  ;  liut  the  westerly  winds  contiuucd  to 
blow  witli  such  violence  for  several  days  imme- 
diately succeeding  our  arival,  that  it  was  evidently 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  lay  at  anchor  till  their  force 
had  abated,  which  was  not  the  case  till  tlie  Uth, 
when  there  was  less  wind  throughout  the  day.  In 
the  evening  the  land  breeze  came  off  strong,  and, 
lieing  all  ready  to  take  advantage  of  it,  vo  weighed 
anchor  made  sail,  and  stood  to  the  westward  on  a 
winii  all  night  ;  and,  at  dawning,  tacked  to  the 
northw.-ird  and  came  in  with  the  land  about  three 
mi!-,  s  east  of  Cajie  Ricardo. 

The  town  of  Malacca  is  situated  in  a  level  coun- 
try near  the  sea,  and  is  defended  by  works  built 
on  a  rocky  foundation,  and  of  g"eat  height.  It 
was  taken  from  tlie  Portugese  ijy  the  Dutch  in 
l()4t),  and  remained  in  their  pos:-ession  till  taken 
from  them  in  the  late  war  by  the  English,  who 
held  it  at  the  time  I  was  f':"ve.  Its  inhabitants 
are  comjiosed  of  Dutch,  Portuguese,  En''lish, 
Chinese,  and  Malays.  The  trade  of  this  jilaee  was 
very  much  diniinislied  in  consequence,  principally, 
of  the  increasing  growth  of  the  English  settlement 
at  Pulo  Piiiang.  The  revenue  aris.iig  from  im- 
jiorts  and  exports,  was  this  year  (1799)  fai-med  to 
some  Chinese  residents  for  fifij-two  thousand 
dollars.  There  are  several  very  pretty  country- 
seats  about  three  miles  from  the  town  ;  and  the 
country  generally  .abounds  with  the  cocoa-nut 
tree.  But  its  latitude,  only  two  degrees  north  of 
the  eijuator,  deters  all  Europeans  from  making  it 
their  residence,  excepting  those  who  are  willing  to 
.sacrifice  comfort  to  tlie  acquisition  of  wealt  .i. 

While  proceeding  on  our  passage  to  tlu"  west- 
waril  we  were  frequently  obliged  to  and''  '•  in 
deep  water  ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  K'itli,  whiie 
lying  ill  twenty-four  fathoms,  a  squall  came  with 
such  violence  as  to  jiart  our  cable,  and  caused  the 
loss  of  our  anchor  ;  a  circumstance  the  more  to 
be  regretted  as  we  had  but  one  more,  and  hrd  yet 
a  prospect  before  us  of  frequent  anchoring.  On 
the  P.ttli  and  2(ltli  the  Island  of  Pulo  Pinang  was 
in  sight,  the  wind  light  from  northwest.  As  the 
winds  during  the  ilaytime  were  very  light  and 
variable,  we  niadi!  but  slow  progress  in  getting  to 
the  north,  and  even  this  only  by  keeping  close  in 
with  the  shore,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  lam! 
breeze,  which  came  olf  regularly,  and  generally  in 
squalls  of  lain,  tlinnder,  and  lightning.  In  the 
five  days  lietweeii  the  '22nd  and  27tli,  we  had 
made  only  three  degrees'  difference  of  latitude, 
having  [iiissed,  in  tho  time,  near  a  great  many 
islands. 

On  the  ;id  December  wo  saw  Diamond  Island, 
after  passing  which  we  had  the  regular  north-east 
monsoon.  The  two  sui  -eeding  days  we  were  in 
sight  of  the  island  ("lieduba,  and  the  coast  of  ;\va. 
Being  now  in  latitude  lO"  north,  we  steered  to  the 
north-west  with  the  wind  free,  and  on  th'"  IDtli 
anchored  in  fifteen  fathoms  near  the  sand  Heads, 
it  being  calm.  The  next  morning  at  daylight  a 
number  of  vessels  were  near  us,  from  one  of  which 
we  procured  a  ])ilot,  who  informed  us.  that  'he 
large  ships  then  near  to  us  were  the  Lord  Haw'"  - 
liury  and  a  Portuguese  ship  liound  in,  the  lattiT 
of  which  had  had  an  engagement,  and  beaten  off 
a  French  privateer  of  eighteen  guns  the  day 
before,  and  that  the  Company's  cruiser  Nonsuch, 
had  gone  in  pui-suit  of  lier.     Another  fortunate 
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esci»iK>  ;  as.  nrrivinj;  one  day  earlier,  we  should 
have  fallen  into  the  liands  of  this  privateer,  and, 
beinii  under  Eiij,'lisii  oolonrs,  the  property  would 
have"been  a  total  loss.  In  the  night  we  came  to 
anchor  near  the  shii)pinf;  in  .Sauf,'iir  roads  ;  the 
next  day  we  got  as  far  as  Cudjereo  ;  the  day  fol- 
lowing to  J'nlta  ;  and  on  the  llUh  of  December, 
1799,  arrived  safely  at  Calcutta. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Captain  Lay Take  a  lldiise— Servants— fioorRc  pressed. 

—Application  for  his  Helease  to  Town  .Major  ami  to  the 
Chief  of  I'oliee.- I'nsiiecessfiil.- To  Lord  MorninKton.— 
GeorRC  restored —I  list!  ratitiide— American  (.'oninierco. 
— Uiiya  Hoat.— Oanish  I'lai,'— I'cer  Hunt  by  Tigers.— 
Observations  on  C  ilciitta.— (Sail  for  l»le  of  France.— 
Culpti.— DanRcr  in  passing  tho  Uarabulla.— Arrival  at 
Isle  of  1' ranee. 

Heiu;  I  met  again  my  wortliy  friend  Captain 
Lay,  of  whom  I  l>ought  the  Cutter,  and  of  whose 
kind  hospitality  Captain  Ilassell  and  myself  availed 
ourselves  till  we  could  procure  ami  ]irepare  a 
house.  For  a  hotel,  or  a  public  boarding-house, 
was  a  thing  unknown  in  this  country. 

Having  ascertained  from  the  consignee  of  the 
Cutter,  tiiat  the  cargo  lieing  of  dull  sale,  there  was 
no  prospect  of  his  being  able  to  jiay  the  amount 
of  the  respondentia  biiMd  before  the  exjiiration  of 
tlic  time  s]iecified  therein,  it  was  obvious  that  1 
had  a  detention  <if  three  months  Ijcfore  me,  unless 
I  should  find  it  advantageous  to  lay  in  an  invest- 
ment for  the  United  .States,  and  could  make  an 
arrangement  for  its  payment  when  the  bond 
became  duo.  I  therefore  .sought  a  bouse  distant 
from  the  business  part  of  the  town, and  where  the 
rent  would  be  )n'o})ortionally  low.  Such  a  one  I 
found  in  the  How  Hazaar,  had  it  furnislied  in  the 
most  economical  style,  and  took  |K)ssessiou  on  the 
l.'jth  of  December.  The  multitude  of  servants, 
which  custom  rccjuired  for  the  establishment  of 
thiiso  even,  who  were  desirous  of  living  in  the 
most  frugal  manner,  was  alarming.  Mine,  in- 
eluding  pahuKpiin-bearers;  cooks,  stewards,  and 
waiters,  amounted  to  eight,  exclusive  of  my  black 
man,  (Je<o;^!  ;  a  number  tliat  .seems  to  be  enough 
to  ruin  a  man  of  small  fortune,  till  it  is  considered 
how  very  sniall  is  their  jiay,  an<l  iiow  little  their 
food  costs  eonijiared  with  ours, 

Ueing  thus  1  stalilislietl,  and  my  mind  made  up 
for  a  state  of  inactivity  lor  (he  next  tliree  months, 
1  was  the  better  able  ti  .joy  the  I'elaxation  from 
the  sense  of  its  being  unavoidable.  1  rambled 
about  the  town  in  the  morning  liefore  the  heat 
became  oppressive  ;  books  alfordecl  a  i-esonrce 
during  tiii!  ilay  ;  an<l  towards  evening  I  was  taken 
in  my  ])alani|ain  to  the  river's  side,  where, 
alighting,  1  walked  on  the  Esplanade  to  I'ort 
William,  and  was  ehavuK  d  with  the  music  of  a  fine 
military  liand,  which  ])layed  there  every  evening. 
In  this  way,  with  little  variation,  tlie  first  ten  days 
of  my  residenci!  in  Calcutta  wi're  jiassed.  Nor 
had  I  any  idea,  tliat  the  rennnnder  of  my  term 
there  woidd  not  slide-  aw  ay  in  the  same  even  course. 
Eor  1  did  not  conceive  that  tlien^  was  a  chance  of 
my  coming  in  collision  with  any  one,  much  less 
with  the  municipal  autliorities  of  tlie  |ila<'(<. 

Hut  from  this  Mtuto  of  <|uiet  1   was  one  day 


roused  by  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  messengers 
of  the  jioiiee-office,  who  informed  me  that  a  black  i 
man,  who  said  ho  was  in  my  service,  had  been 
taken   up  as   a  sailor,  and   that  I  nnist   appear 
directly  at  the  office,  and  state  my  claim  to  him, 
or  he  would  be  sent  on  board  sliip.     Instead  of ' 
attending  this  summons  in  person,  1  sent,  by  the 
same  messenger  a  note,  stating  that  tho  black  man  ' 
in  iiuestion  was  my  servant,  and  begged  he  niiglit 
be  released  forthwith.     This  ))roceoding  was  jjro-  ; 
bably  considered  to  be  disrcsjiectful,  as  it  was  of  1 
no  avail.     Ceorgc's  absence  continuing,  I  went  in  | 
the  afternoon  iu  pursuit,  and  found  on  inipiiry,  i 
that  he  had  been  i)ut  into  the  custody  of  the  town  | 
major,  who  resided  in  Fort  William,  in  order  to  ; 
be  sent,  with  others  who  h.ad  been  pressed,  on  \ 
board  an  Indiaman  lying  in  the  river  below.     It 
was  evening  before  I  could  find  tliis  officer,  wlinni  i 
I    begged   to   susjiend  sending  George   witli  the 
others  till  1  could  .see  the  magistrate  and  obtain 
his  relea.se.     Uut  he  told  me  his  orders  were  per- 
emptory, and  that  he  should  bo  obliged  to  send 
liim  away  as  soon  as  tiie  tide  was  favourable,  to  bo 
put  on  board  the  Sir  Stei)hen  Lushington. 

1  now  almost  desjiaired  of  ever  again  seeing  my 
trusty  man,  whose  fidelity  had  been  so  thoroughly 
proved,  and  for  whose  situation  I  felt  tho  greatest  i 
sympathy,  not    nnmijigled   with   remorse   at  not  I 
having  gone  to  the  ottice  in  person  to  claim  him. 
So  entirely  did  this  subject  al)sorb  my  mind,  that : 
I  was  dreaming  of  it  all   night.     The  next  day, 
being  Christmas,  the  jiolico-otficc  was  closed.     1 
therefore  went,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  j 
the  morning,  to  the  dwelling  of  the  magistrate, 
who,  I  was  informed,  had  just  gone  out  to  call  on  \ 
the  Captain  of  the   Indiaman,  on  board  whiili  | 
(jcorge  had  been  sent.     I  hastened  to  the  house  i 
w here  they  were,  and  was  introduced  by  a  servant 
in  livery  into  a  spacious  apartment,  wliere  were] 
the  two  gentlemen,   ajiparently  on   the  point  of 
going  to  church.  j 

Ilis  worship  was  a  portly,  good-looking  man,  of  j 
about  sixty,  dresse<l  in  a  full  suit  of  black,  with  a  j 
])ow tiered  wig.     On   my  entering  the  room,  botii 
goitlemen  rose  and  advanced  towards  me,  when, 
jiddressing  myself  to  the  justice  with  the  humility] 
of  a  person  who  is  going  to  ask  a  vei'y  great  favonr  \ 
of  a  man  so  very  great,  that  be  !ni<l  only  to  nod 
and  it  is  granted,  I  maile  known  my  business.    He  ( 
ri>ptied  by  inc|uiring,  iu  a  tone  which  indicated 
sense  of  the  ailvantage  he  had  over  nu-,  why  I  had  I 
not  jipjieared  at  the  ofiiee,  when  sent  for,  to  claim 
the  num.      I  told  him,  that  being  engaged  at  llie 
time,  I   sui)])ose(!  my  certificate  w<iuld  have  been  . 
sulficient  to  insure 'his  release.     "No,"'  he  said,  j 
"it  was  not,"  an<l  added,  in  a  tone  and  mamici'| 
which  WHS  anytiiing  but   respectful,  "the  fello"  I 
whom  you  call  your  .servant  I  believe  to  be  a  good 
sailor  ;'as  sueh'l  have  sent  him  on  bon''d  ship,  and] 
sliall  give  no  directions  for  liis  emancipation." 

Indignant  at  sneh  treatm(Mit,  1  replied  in  a  tone] 
of   wliicll    he  iiad  set    the  example,  "  Such  pr<i 
eeeding,  sir,  is  very  extraordinary.      I   doidit  ilsj 
being  sanctioned  by  Ijord  Mornington.     And  wliyj 
caimot  you  take  me,  and  send  nu'  on  board  ship, 
with   tb"e  same   propriety  you  do  my  servant  f 
Such  ii  fpu'slion,  in  such  a  tone,  from  so  young  a  j 
man,  and  (uie  whose  demeanour  hiul  bei  n  so  .  ;  m  ' , , 
was  evidently  une\)iec(e(l,  and  seemed  to   rouse! 
tlie  wratii  oi'  his  worHhip  to  the  liigliest  pitch. 
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His  face  became  like  scarlet.  He  seized  hold  of 
liis  newly-powdered  wig,  and  pulled  it  over  one 
car,  made  a  complete  revolution  on  his  heel,  and, 
with  tire  Hashing  in  his  eyes,  stamped  on  the  floor, 
ami  ill  a  stentorian  voice  demanded,  "  And  who 
are  yim,  sir  ?"  (At  this  time  I  observed  that  the 
other  gentleman,  not  being  able  to  suppress  his 
lau;;liter,  had  turned  away.)  1  rcplieil,  "  I  am 
an  American  citizen,  sir,  and  one  who  is  not  uii- 
aeipiainted  with  what  is  due  to  that  character." 
"  Well,  where  do  you  live,  sir, — your  name, — 
your  address  !"  taking  out  his  paper  and  pencil, 
ami  writing  in  a  hurried  and  agitated  manner  ; 
aiiil  then  observed,  "  I  shall  send  for  you  to-mor- 
row, sir."  I  told  him  I  should  not  let  the  business 
rest  till  to-morrow,  made  my  bow,  and  left  him. 

It  was  now  very  evident,  that  I  must  procure 
the  iiiterferonco  of  superior  authority,  or  I  might 
not  only  lose  George,  but  be  subjected  to  some 
aiiiiovince  myself.  I  therefore  went  home,  and 
iiiinieiliiitely  set  about  writing  a  letter  to  the 
(loveriior-Cieneral.  The  facts  I  had  to  state 
wei-e  very  simple  and  clear  ;  the  oppression  of 
which  I  had  to  complain  I  was  satisfied  could  not 
1)0  (.'ouiiteiiaiiced  ;  aii\  1  therefore  felt  a  confidence 
ill  a  hajti'v  y-^uul  \s  soon  as  my  letter  was 
written,  I  \  c  'f  "•' "r  '  ■'  lyself  to  the  palace,  and 
ilelivered  it  .  fli  .-.eoretary  of  his  Excellency, 
who,  on  ascertaining  its  contents,  assured  me, 
that  immediate  attention  should  be  paid  to  it. 
Nor  could  there  have  been  any  delay  in  fulfilling 
tills  promise  by  sending  the  same  night  to  tin? 
>hip,  which  lay  several  miles  below;  as,  before 
tell  o'clock  next  morning,  George  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  my  house,  accompanied  by  an  orderly 
sergeiiiit,  who  liad  been  sent  to  conduct  him  to 
nio. 

As  J  heard  nothing  fiirthev  from  the  magistrate, 
I  concluded  that  he  received  a  word  of  advice 
IVoni  liigli  authority,  by  which  others  of  my 
countrymen  may  have  escaped  a  similar  annoy- 
ance. Never  was  joy  more  clearly  depicted  in 
any  countenance  than  in  George's  when  lu;  met 
iiie.  He  showed  his  white  tee'.li,  ami  niiiking  an 
oti'ort  to  express  his  gratitu''-',  eyelaiined,  "  O 
niassa,  a  totisaiid  tanks,  a  to' 
he  glad  to  sarvo  you  he  lif  : 
iiiile(Ml  recijirocal  ;  for,  if  'V. 
had  piusseii  together  tlit<  v. 
scenes   not   to   have  excited 

Mijia'  'ly  for  liis  detention,  and 
^ii  Ills  release. 

The  commerce  of  t)<o  United  States  with  Cal- 
<'uttn  at  that  jieriod  we  .  very  diH'erent  from  what 
it  is  at  present.  During  the  three  months  >■('  my 
resilience  there,  no  less  than  twelve  ships  were 
laileii  with  the  produce  and  uianufactureH  of  Hin- 
ilestan  for  the  United  States,  whose  cargoes  would 
aveiaire  about  two  liiilKlred  thousand  dollars  each. 
This  demand  for  maniifa  'ttires,  for  which  the  pur- 
ehiisers  preferred  to  pin  :,  increased  price  rather 
than  to  ket  p  their  slii;"  ■  •.."i'lg,  liad  a  tendency, 
ill  the  coursi-  of  two  i.iO't'  to  raise  the  ju-ices 
twenty  per  cent.,  and  e.!  iy  '.iseniiraged  my 
tliii.king  of  an  investineiit  lor  the  Uniteil  Slates. 
Nor  could  I  reconcile  to  myself  a  longer  period  of 
iiiaeViity  (hail  that  limited  by  the  receipt  of  the 
a  0  i'liit  of  tlu  respondentia  bond,  especially  as 
tl'..'    I'tiy  and  iiniiealthy  season  was  advancing, 

'•^'le.,  in  doubt  wliiit  course  to  iiursue,  tlio  Islo 


.1.  '  t.Miks,  George 
"  ''  .lis  joy  was 
11  i;U"r  cause,  we 
■      T'.  .iiy  trying 

I  :e  iiii'  greatest 
■'  ■  pleasure 


of  France  was  suggested,  among  other  plans,  as 
offering  a  fair  field  for  speculation.  The  great 
succesii  of  the  privateers  from  that  place  led  to  the 
inference,  that  prize  ships  and  prize  goods  would 
bo  procurable  there  at  very  low  rates.  And  as 
the  Danes,  at  this  time,  were  the  only  European 
neutrals,  a  cargo  could  be  transported  from  thence 
to  Traiii[uebar,  under  the  Danish  flag,  in  safety, 
and  with  great  profit.  But,  how  to  get  to  the 
Isle  of  France  ;  this  was  a  difficulty  of  no  trifling 
magnitude.  There  was  no  vessel  going  in  which 
I  could  take  passage.  To  purchase  one  to  go  to  a 
place  where  I  suppo.sed  them  to  be  so  abundant 
and  cheap,  would  bo  "  carrying  coals  to  New- 
castle ; "  besides  which  it  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult, in  a  vessel  of  moderate  size,  to  escape  the 
vigilance  of  the  Bengal  government,  who  were 
decidedly  hostile  to  all  intercourse  with  the  Isle 
of  France. 

I  determined,  therefore,  to  procure  a  boat  of  a 
size  so  diminutive  as  to  elude  ob.servation,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  of  so  little  value,  that  much  could 
not  be  lost  on  a  resale.  Such  a  one  1  found  at 
Calcutta,  nearly  finished,  of  about  twenty-five 
tons,  which  I  soon  made  a  bargain  for,  to  be  com- 
pleted immediately,  to  be  rigged  as  a  pilot  boat, 
with  mainsail,  foresail,  and  jib  ;  to  be  coppered  to 
the  bends,  and  to  be  delivered,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, at  the  Danish  settlement  of  Serampore  ;  for 
which  I  engaged  to  pay  fivi;  thousand  rupees. 
The  contract  being  in  due  time  fulfilled  by  the 
delivery  of  the  vessel  at  Serampore,  I  there  got 
her  put  under  the  Danish  flag  ;  and  a  cargo  of 
oil,  wax,  ghie,  Ckc.  purchased  to  the  amount  of 
five  thousand  rupees,  of  sufficient  weight  only  to 
put  her  in  good  ballast  trim.  As  the  Americans, 
at  this  time,  had  a  kind  of  jiseudo  war  with  the 
French,  it  was  advisable  to  neglect  no  precaution 
in  guarding  against  embarrassments  that  might 
arise  on  this  account  ;  and  1  therefore  became  a 
burgher  of  the  Danish  settlement  of  Serampore. 

While  these  transactions  were  in  progress,  the 
time  had  come  round  fertile  payment  of  the  bond; 
the  amount  of  which  was  forthcoming  at  the 
moment.  I  had  now  passed  three  months  in  the 
city  of  Calcutta,  having  made  during  the  time  no 
other  excursion  than  one  to  Serampore,  and 
another  to  the  botanic  garden.  The  former  makes 
a  very  pleasii;g  apjiearance  along  the  margin  of 
the  river.  To  the  extent  of  nearly  a  mile,  well- 
built  houses,  neatly  white-washed,  give  it  the  ap- 
pearaiice  of  being  larger  than  it  really  is,  as  the 
town  is  of  very  limited  extent  back  from  the  river. 
The  botanic  garden  is  jileasantly  situated  on  a 
bend  of  the  Iloogly  ciilled  Garden  Reach,  but  it 
was  not  neatly  kept.  No  temjioratiire  can  be 
more  delightful  than  that  of  Calcutta  during  the 
months  of  December,  January,  and  February. 
It  is  very  ilry  and  healthful  ;  and  the  nights  1 
found  t<i  be  invarialily  cool  and  comfortable,  though 
llieie  is  always  a  necessity  for  the  use  of  mosiiuito 
curtai'is. 

During  my  residence  at  Calcutta,  I  witnessed 
an  amusement  which,  1  believe,  is  ])eculiar  to 
India,  the  chase  of  deer  by  tigers.  The  arena 
occupied  a  space  of  more  than  a  hundred  acres, 
the  iiorders  of  which  were  lined  with  mounted 
dragoons  to  guard  against  mischief  from  the  tigei-s. 
The  tigers  ha<l  a  blind  of  leather  over  their  eyes, 
were  leil  by  a  string  held  by  their  black  keepers, 
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and  a]i]>cared  to  be  under  jicrfect  control.  Tliey 
hiid  bcloni;fd  to  Tippoo  Sail),  and  were  nuioli 
smaller  than  tbo  royal  tij^er.  While  one  of  them 
was  held  by  his  keeper  at  one  end  of  the  field,  the 
deer  wi.s  let  loose  in  the  centre.  At  thi.s  moment, 
the  bl'nd  being  removed  from  the  eyes  of  the 
tig(>r,  he  darted  forwar(i  with  inconceivable  ve- 
locity ;  and  although  tlic  deer  put  forth  all  his 
strengt'i  to  escape,  the  tiijer  had  caught  liim 
before  he  liad  readied  tlie  other  extremity  of  tlie 
field.  It  was  a  cruel  sport  ;  and  T  did  not  wait 
to  p^!o  a  repetition,  or  how  the  tigers  were  again 
brought  under  control. 

But  the  Englisii  resident  of  Calcutta  seems  to 
tliink  loss  of  the.amusements  which  are  peculiar  to 
Europe,  than  of  indulging  himself  in  the  utmost 
refinement  of  luxury,  which  the  combined  inge- 
nuity of  European  and  Asiatic  epicures  can  invent. 
The  multitude  of  servants,  which  cust(mi  seems 
to  have  rendered  necessary  to  the  man  of  fortune, 
and  to  which  he  becomes  familiarised  by  liabi*. 
commonly  unfits  liim  for  a  residence  in  Euro] 
afterwards.  His  durvan,  peons,  circars,  ehulidars, 
harcareahs,  huccabadar,  jennnadar,  and  consumas, 
form  a  list  of  olisiMjuidus  beings,  each,  at  tlie 
master's  nod,  ready  to  ])erform  the  duty  ])eeuliar 
to  his  oltice  with  a  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  such 
as  a  despot  does  not  always  receive  from  his  slave. 
He  is  dressed  and  undressed,  washeil,  shaved,  and 
combed,  without  any  effort  of  his  own,  and  pre- 
cisely as  if  he  W(>re  incapable  of  any  exertion. 

The  dinner  hour  is  usually  after  sunset  ;  and 
convivial  parties  seldom  retire  before  midnight. 
Over  the  dinner  table  is  hung  an  imineiise  fan, 
extending  the  whole  length  of  the  table  ;  and  this 
being  put  in  motion  by  strings  attached  to  it, 
pulled  by  servants  in  adjoining  rooms,  there  is 
always  a  breeze  to  counteract  the  etlect  of  hot 
sonjis  and  meats  in  a  hot  climate.  There  is  a 
great  variety  of  fruits  peculiar  to  the  climate,  of 
fine  ijuality  and  very  abundant  ami  cliea|i. 

At  the  period  of  my  residence  in  Calcutta  there 
were  no  buildings,  public  or  private,  which  would 
be  remarked  by  a  stranger  for  their  architectural 
beauty  or  niai;iiificenee,  or  as  conforming  to  the 
generally  ri'ccived  idea  of  tlii'  splendour  of  tiic 
Hritish  eajiital  of  India.  Ibit  any  defect  in  this 
resjiect  was  amply  ei>ni|ieiisated  for  by  the  miig- 
nitude,  the  strength,  the  beauty. and  extraordinary 
neatness  of  Kert  William.  The  conii)lete  and 
elegant  finish  wliieh  has  been  given  to  it  atforils 
proof  iif  the  command  of  ample  means.  The  cost 
is  said  to  have  been  two  millions  sterling.  (If 
this  fort,  and  the  fine  military  liand  which  played 
every  evi'ning,  I  retain  the  most  lively  and  )ile!isiiig 
recollections  ;  and  not  less  so,  of  the  civility  of 
several  officers  of  the  f,'arrison.  V'ery  few  evenings 
passed  that  I  was  not  luvsent,  anil  never  failed 
to  be  eipially  delighted  with  the  order,  discipline, 
oxtrenii'  neatness,  and  soldier-like  a|i)ieuranee  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  iierformers,  and  with  those 
sweet  sounds,  which  seemed  to  remain  vibrating 
on  the  ear  long  after  they  had  in  reality  ceased. 

The  horrid  tragedy  u{  tin-  lllack  I lol< 'of  Calcutta 
has  given  to  it  such  dreadful  notoriety  as  will 
make  tile  event  familiar  to  ages  yet  unborn. 
Over  the  spot  on  which  it  occurred  is  erected  an 
obelisk,  which  already  gives  indicatiors,  that  it  is 
not  long  destineil  to  perpetuate  the  sad  story  for 
which  it  was  erected. 


The  black  town,  as  it  is  called  from  lieing  ex- 
clusively inhabited  by  natives,  extends  to  the  north 
of  the  other.  The  buildings  are  coinj)osed  of  vcrv 
frail  materials,  mud  walls,  mats,  and  bamboos"; 
and  the  streets  being  narrow,  conflagrations  aiv 
fre<|uent  and  extensive.  The  natives  of  llindos- ;' 
tan  are  remarked  for  an  amiability  of  dis|)ositioi) 
an  evenness  of  temper,  and  habits  of  regularitv  | 
and  docility,  which  render  them  invaluable  as 
domestics,  and  [  have  been  assured  they  are  not 
less  remarkable  for  their  fidelity  and  honesty 
Kut  the  most  striking  feature  in  the  character  uf 
these  people  is  their  veneration  for  the  customs 
and  institutions  of  their  ancestors.  Their  food, 
their  dress,  their  processions,  and  marriages,  are 
all  under  the  jurisdiction  of  religion.  It  ]>rc8critjes 
rules  of  conduct  under  all  circumstances,  and 
tliere  is  scarcely  anything,  however  trifling,  wliiili 
it  treats  with  indifference.  Many  of  the  native 
merchants  jiossess  large  fortunes,  and  s(mie  of  them  | 
have  apartments  fitted  up  in  the  European  style, 
ami  live  at  a  corres|)ondiiig  expense. 

he  IStli  of  Alarcli  I  saw  my  boat  p.ass  liy 
I,  wliieh,  in  conformity  with  previous  ar- 
r..i  lents,  was  to  wait  for  ine  aliove  Fulta.  As 
no  notice  was  taken  of  iter  by  the  Englisli  authori- 
ties wlien  slie  passed,  1  felt  secure  from  any  inter- 
ruption from  tiiat  ((iiarter.  Tlie  next  day,  wiili 
the  balance  of  my  funds  in  liills  and  gold  moluirs, 
I  ])roceeded  in  a  native  l)oat,  accum[)anied  l>y  inv 
man  (ieorge,  to  join  the  vessel.  In  eonforniity 
with  an  understanding  with  tlie  ostensible  owner,! 
found  her  manned  with  a  Danish  captain  and  in.ito 
and  four  lascar  seamen  ;  and  myself  and  servant 
embarked  in  the  ijuality  of  jiasseiigers.  Soon 
sifter  joining  the  vessel,  as  the  tide  was  favour- 
able, we  pi'oceeded  cm  our  course  and  came  tn 
anchor  at  Fulta,  in  order  to  ])ureiiase  a  supply  nl 
fowls,  Sec,  but  found  their  stock  to  have  been  ex- 
hausted l)y  sales  made  to  vessels  wliicli  had  pre- 
ceded lis. 

The  next  night  we  Iiad  very  heavy  squalls  from  | 
the  westward,  accompanied  with  miieli  thnmler 
and  lightning,  and  were  eompelh'd  by  their  violemr 
to  let  go  a  second  anciior.  Tiie  suece("ding  ilav ; 
the  weatiier  lieeame  pleasant,  but,  the  wind  beiiii; 
ai^aiiist  us,  we  turned  down  with  the  ebb  as  far  a> 
CiilpiH',  where  we  anchored  for  tlie  night,  and  tlie 
next  morning  went  asliore  and  purchased  a  stock 
of  ducks,  fowls,  fruit,  Ac,  suHicient  for  tiie  ])as- 
siige.  Tile  next  ebb  carried  us  to  Cudgeree, 
where,  in  eoiisei|ueiice  of  a  gale  from  the  soutli, 
we  lay  at  nnclior  the  two  succeeding  days  ;  n<ir, 
with  so  much  wind,  could  wi;  have  proceeded  il 
we  hiid  desireii,  as,  in  the  iinrry  for  despatch,  the 
sail  maker  had  neglected  to  put  in  any  greemmit? 
for  reifing  ;  and  all  on  board  who  could  liaudle  a 
iieeille  were  set  about  this  Ijiisiness. 

On  the  ^.Mli  the  weather  beeamo  ficttled,  ami 
when  we  iiail  arrived  opposite  liigerby,  tlie  l)la('l> 
jiilot,  who  iiad  eiuidueted  tlie  vessel  from  Seraiii- 
pore,  left  us,  iiaving  previously  given  us  directions 
now  to  steer.  The  tide  was  now  strong,  and  run- 
ning with  a  velocity  which  is  ])eciiliar  to  this  river, 
when  we  suddenly  and  unexiiectedly  found  our- 
selves In  only  seven  feet  water,  Iiaving,  as  we 
supposed,  mistaken  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  and 
taken  the  wrong  side  of  the  buoy  on  tlie  little 
ilaraiiulla.  We  had  scarcely  time  to  reflect  on 
the  eoiise((nenees   of    touching,   lieforo    wu    lind 
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jiassi'd  over  the  shoal  and  were  again  in  ileej) 
water.  When  the  ti<le  had  ceased  to  ho  favour- 
able we  aucliored,  and  again  pursued  our  course 
when  it  set  out,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  28tli, 
we  anchored  in  Balasorc  roads,  and  lay  becahned 
during  the  niglit. 

Marly  the  following  morning  we  hauled  up  our 
aiii'lior,  and,  with  a  brisk  breeze  from  south- 
soutliwest,  stood  out  on  a  wind  to  the  south-east. 
While  i)assing  out  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  we  had 
wvy  variable  winds,  and  generally  good  weather ; 
nor,  indeed,  had  wo  any  occurrence  during  the 
passage  worthy  of  remark.  The  boat,  which  was 
named  the  Maria,  was  quite  as  uncomfortable  as  I 
had  anticipated,  and  this,  not  so  much  fi-oin  its 
contracted  size,  as  from  tl\e  scoreliing  effects  of 
the  sun,  wliich  was  most  of  the  ])assage  nearly 
vertical,  and  from  the  rain  ;  for  our  only  retreat 
was  of  a  kind  that  would  not  be  considered  by 
every  one  the  least  of  the  two  evils.  In  this  con- 
fined state  we  passed  forty-five  days  before  wo 
arrived  at  the  Isle  of  France,  on  the  14th  of  May. 


ClLVrTER  IX. 

(icioil  I'ortiine.— Visit  the  Oovcrnor. — Ilis  Civility Wil- 

Ihiiu  .''Imlur.— llinniT  lit  tlic  (iiivornnr's. — Sell  tlio  Vis- 
sul  and  {'art!o.— Isle  iif  Itimrboii.— .St.  Duiiis.— St.  I'aiil's. 
— Kivii'i-e  il'AbdiiIo — Mr.  Nuinie.— Dinner  I'arty.— I'liss 
near  the  Volcano.— St.  Ilenoit.— Heturn  to  St.  Denis. 
— Iletiiin  to  Fslo  of  rranee.— Death  of  the  fiovernor.— 

Ihmours  to  his  Memory. — Kntryof  a  IlaiiiburR  Ship 

Cut  out  by  ICnijliah  Boats.— I'lirchase  CoiTee.— Confiaiue 
and  Kent. — .Mode  of  Capture. — Uravery  and  (ienemsity 

of  Suieouffe Urig  Traveller. — A   Duel.— Kent  sold.— 

Freight  her.— Natuniliste  and  (ieograplie. 

It  was  fortunate  for  us  that  we  escaped  those 
gales,  which  are  very  common  to  windward  of  the 
isle  of  France  during  the  Imrricane  months,  and 
which  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  put  us  and  our 
speculations  at  rest  together.  The  attempting 
such  a  passage  in  such  a  vessel  was  certainly  ini- 
prudent.  It  was  not  so  nuich  owing  to  ignorance 
of  the  risk,  as  to  that  iin|iatience  wliich  would  not 
permit  ordinary  difficulties  to  interfere  with,  or 
olistruct  the  pursuit  of,  a  favourite  oiiject. 

If  the  vessel  in  whicli  I  arrived  at  tlie  Cape  of 
(Jood  llo])e  created  surprise  in  the  inhabitants, 
this, of  little  more  than  half  the  size,  could  not  fail 
to  excite  the  cui'iosity  and  wonder  of  the  people 
of  the  Isle  of  France.  Conseiiuently,  a  great 
crowd  assembled  on  the  (|uay  to  see  a  vessel 
approaching  it,  which,  unlike  all  others  that  en- 
tered the  I'ort,  did  not  anchor,  Imt  was  conducted 
by  the  pilot  directly  to  tho  landing  for  boats. 
Ilxelamations  of  astonislunent  were  interchanged 
by  those  collected  near  tho  boat,  when  it  was 
understood  by  them  where  we  were  fi'om.  Home 
remarked  on  the  hazard  of  such  an  undertaking ; 
otiu'rs  on  the  apjiarent  almence  of  all  cmnfort  ; 
and  others  were  earnest  to  know  if  we  had  expe- 
rienced any  bad  weather,  ai\d  expressing  a  !;"'!'.'' 
that  we  could  not  have  snrviveil  one  of  those  gales 
which  are  common  in  this  vicinity  at  this  sea.son 
of  tlie  year. 

W'jiile  nccom|)anying  the  linguist  to  tho  Gover- 
nor's and  tile  Intendant's,  the  nmlfitude  walked 
lip  near  us;  and,  as  no  one  suspected  that  1  under- 
stood tho  Fruncli  language,  I  heard  such  remarks 


m,  "  This  gentleman  ha.s  nothing  like  a  Dane  in 
his  appearance." — "No,"  was  the  rejily,  "he 
looks  like  a  Clieechee  ;"  and  in  trutli  1  had  be- 
come so  burnt,  by  such  long  and  great  exposure, 
that  it  was  not  surprising  1  should  be  taken  for 
a  native  of  India.  Then  the  object  of  my  voyage 
was  discussed.  One  remarked  that  he  thought  I 
must  have  other  views  than  those  which  apj)eared 
in  the  dis|)osal  of  so  iriHing  a  cargo.  Perhaps  I 
was  in  pursuit  of  jirize-ships.  "  Then  mine  would 
.suit  his  purpose,"  was  the  reply.  Such  were  some 
of  the  observations  and  conjectures  which  I  heard 
while  on  my  way  to  the  Governor's,  and  which 
were  jiroofs  of  the  same  inquisitiveuess,  activity, 
and  energy,  which  I  had  observed  in  this  people 
in  a  resilience  of  si.\  months  anujng  them,  more 
than  six  years  before. 

On  being  introduced  to  the  Governor  (General 
Malartie>,he  received  me  with  that  urbanity,  which 
is  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  Frendi,  and 
which,  banishing  rt'straint,  places  a  stranger  at 
once  on  a  footing  of  familiarity.  When  I  had 
replied  to  his  various  questions  relative  to  the 
new^s  from  India,  and  to  the  vessels  I  had  seen  on 
my  passage,  he  remarked  on  the  peculiarity  of 
my  enteri)rise  ;  how  hazardous  he  considered  it ; 
how  out  of  ]>roportion  to  the  risk  he  considered 
any  jirofit  that  could  be  made  on  such  a  cargo ; 
though,  he  remarked,  it  was  much  wanted,  lie 
hoped  I  should  sell  it  well  ;  and  facetiously  ol)- 
served,  that  when  report  was  made  to  iiiin  of  tlie 
size  of  the  vessel,  he  had  sent  orders  to  tlu;  ca]i- 
tain  of  the  ])ort  to  see  that  room  sufficient  was 
nnide  to  admit  her  entrance.  On  taking  leave  he 
invited  me  to  dine  with  lum  the  next  day. 

Having  made  a  like  visit  of  ceremony,  but  of 
less  duration,  to  tlie  Intendant,  I  was  afterwards 
free  to  pursue  my  own  course  ;  and,  in  the  first 
place,  went  to  the  residence  of  the  consul  of  the 
United  .States,  by  «  horn  I  was  assured  there  would 
have  been  no  hazard  in  coming  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  in  giving 
evidence  that  1  was  not  a  Dane  by  taking  a  room 
at  his  house.  To  this  jiroposal  I  very  readily 
acceded,  and  became  an  inmate  with  tiie  only 
three  Anu'rieans  hi  the  island,  one  of  whom  was 
William  Shaler,  autlu  r  of  "  Sketches  of  Algiers," 
and  for  many  years  consul-general  of  the  United 
States  to  (he  Barbary  ]iowers. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Danisli  and  tlie  Ham- 
burg were  the  only  neutral  flags  in  poi't  (and  of 
these  there  were  but  two  of  the  fir.st  and  one  of 
the  latter),  yet  the  equiimu'iit  of  privateers,  tiie 
sale  and  resale  of  jirizes  and  their  cargoes,  and  the 
occasional  arrival  of  a  slave-sliii)  from  Madagas. 
car,  kept  up  the  bustli'  aiul  a])pearance  of  business. 
Tiiougli  the  snuill  value  of  the  products  of  the 
island  indicated  that  this  was  not  of  the  most 
beneficial  and  salutary  description.  From  the 
earnestness  of  the  brokers  to  purchase  my  cargo, 
I  had  no  doubt  of  making  a  handsome  ]irofit  on 
it  ;  but  before  accei)ting  any  pro|)o.sal,  I  waited 
till  the  following  morning,  that  a  fair  opportunity 
might  bo  given  to  each  of  the  comiietitors,  wiien 
I  closed  with  one  of  them  at  a  rate  whidi  gave  me 
about  a  dollar  for  the  rupee  on  tiio  whole  amount 
of  the  investment. 

In  conformity  with  my  previous  ongagement, 
I  went,  at  two  o'clock,  to  dine  witli  the  Governor, 
who  was  not  less  affable  tiuni  at  my  first  introduc- 
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tioii  His  intorcoun.e  uitli  tlio  youiiR  ofticrrs  com- 
posing liis  staff,  ami  who  constitutod  tliu  majority 
of  the  party,  resembled  rather  that  of  a  father 
with  his  children,  than  of  a  military  cliief  with  his 
subalterns.  The  diinicr  was  served  up  in  plain 
but  handsome  style,  and  consisted  of  a  j^ood 
variety  of  well-cooked  dishes.  There  prevailed 
at  table  an  ease,  and  an  entire  freedom  from 
restraint,  which  formed  a  strikinpj  contrast  to  the 
formality  and  ceremony  I  had  recently  had  an 
ojiportunity  of  observing  at  English  tables.  The 
repast  was  of  about  two  hours'  duration,  and 
finislied  with  coffee  and  li(jueurs,  when  each  one 
unceremoniously  withdrew. 

The  unlading  and  delivering  my  cargo  was  soon 
accom])lished  :  and  a  day  or  two  after  1  liad  an 
application  for  my  vessel  from  a  person,  whose 
jilaMtation  wiis  contiguous  to  some  little  river,  for 
navigating  which  my  boat  was  peculiarly  adapted 
by  her  easy  draft  of  water.  On  this  part  of  my 
speculation  I  had  not  anticipated  making  any  profit 
— the  main  oliject  being  that  of  a  passage,  wliich 
could  be  obtained  in  no  other  way.  But  I  found 
the  gentleman  willing  to  give  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  for  my  l)oat ;  and  I  closed  with 
him  at  that  )n'icG.  Thus  there  appeared  evidently 
to  be  a  tide  in  my  affairs,  which  was  leading  on  to 
fortune,  and  f  was  deriving  an  advantage  where 
I  liad  not  anticijjated  it. 

l$ut  a  few  days'  residence  satisfied  me  that  1 
had  arrived  too  lato  to  profit  by  the  purchase  of 
any  of  those  vessels  or  cargoes  which  had  pre- 
viously lieen  sent  in.  Some  of  them  were  already 
on  their  way  to  India  under  the  Danish  flag,  and 
others  had  been  ])urehased  on  speculation  for  re- 
sale, by  merchants  of  the  place.  From  these  1 
had  several  bhijis  proposed  to  me,  but  at  too  high 
a  rate  to  profit  by  taking  them  to  India.  There 
remained  to  me,  therefore,  no  other  alternative 
than  to  be  ready  with  my  funds,  and  wait  the 
arrival  of  some  of  those  prizes  which,  there  was 
lit'le  doubt,  would  b(^  sent  in  by  some  one  of  the 
nu  i.  I  MS  and  wellap]iointed  cruisers  wiiicli  had 
been  despatched  from  this  [KU't. 

A  month  having  elapsed,  and  no  o])portunity 
presenting  for  investing  my  funds,  1  determined 
to  make  a  short  excursion  to  the  Isle  of  Uourbon 
(or  Reunion,  as  it  was  then  called),  and,  on  the 
14th  of  .June,  took  passage  in  the  brig  Creole, 
Captain  Touissante.  for  St.  iJenis.  During  the 
twenty-four  iiours  immediately  succeeding  our 
departure  we  had  a  continued  gale  of  wind,  which 
compelled  us  to  lie  to  under  a  reefed  foresail,  the 
sea  rumiing  very  high, and  prevented  our  anchor- 
ing in  the  road  of  St.  Denis  before  noon  of  the 
Kith.  A  letter  of  introduction  to  the  most  con- 
siderable mercliant  of  tlie  jilace  procured  me 
access  to  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  pleas- 
ing families  of  llu-  i^laml,  Irom  whom,  during  my 
nsidence  there,  I  experieuci'd  that  ))oliteattentioIi 
sml  true  lios|)itality,  wliieh  are  always  the  more 
gratefid  when,  as  in  this  instimce,  they  are  known 
to  he  (lurely  disinterested. 

After  a  few  ilays'  residence  in  this  family,  I 
crossed  the  mountain  to  the  soutii,  by  a  zig./.ag 
path,  accessible  to  liorses,  and  soon  arrived  at  the 
coll'ee  ]ilaiitation  of  Mr.  Dnmi'ste,  to  whom  I  hail 
a  h'tter,  and  whose  hospitiility  luid  lieeii  made 
known  to  me  by  si^veral  of  my  countrymen,  who 
had  e.Nperieiiccd  it.     This  plantation  is  beautifully 


situated  at  a  great  elevation,  commanding  a  view 
of  the  ocean  with  its  boundless  horizon  in  the  W(  st: 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  grounds,  which  the 
.slaves  are  employed  in  cultivating,  may  be  seen 
from  the  house.  The  coifee  tree,  this  year, 
]iromised  an  abundant  crop,  and  the  harvest  time 
would  arrive  in  about  six  weeks. 

Leaving  this  charming  residence  with  the  most 
favourable  impressions  of  the  kind  feelings  and 
amiable  chai'acter  of  the  owner,  I  proceeded  to  St. 
Faul's,  which,  in  point  of  mercantile  im])ortance, 
is  the  second  place  in  the  island,  the  roadstead 
l>eing  generally  smoother  and  preferable  to  that  of 
St.  Uenis.  The  town  is  situated  on  part  of  a  spa- 
cious. Hat,  and  sandy  tract,  on  the  border  of  a 
large  bay  ;  and  though  it  .sjireads  over  a  consider- 
able extent,  as  the  houses  are  not  contiguous,  yet 
the  po|)ulation  is  very  inconsiderable.  Its  value 
principally  consists  in  being  a  ])lace  of  embarka- 
tion for  the  produce  of  the  neighbouring  planta- 
tions. The  surf  on  the  beach,  i)articularly  on  the 
full  iind  change  of  the  moon,  is  often  so  great  as  to 
render  landing  dangerous  ;  and  whenever  this  is 
the  case  a  signal  is  made  from  a  flag-staff,  erected 
for  the  jHirpose,  to  notify  the  vessels  which  may  l>e 
lying  in  the  road. 

From  this  port  I  took  a  water  conveyance  to  tlio 
Riviere  d'Aborde,  and  procecuod,  on  landing,  to 
the  ])lantation  of  Mr.  Nairac,  an  old  Irish  resident, 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  and  who  received  me  with 
those  hearty  demonstrations  of  welcome  which  are 
jieculiar  to  his  countrymen.  His  long  residence 
among  the  French  had  not  so  entirely  obliterated 
the  knowledge  of  his  native  language,  as  to  pre- 
vent his  conversing  in  it  familiarly  ;  though  from 
long  disuse  of  it  there  was  often  evidence  of  embar- 
rassment in  finding  terms  to  express  himsidf. 
P-verything  about  this  plantation  gave  indication 
of  the  wealth  of  the  ])roprietor.  Such  was  its 
symmetry,  its  extreme  neatness,  and  tlie  beauty  of 
its  walks,  that  it  liad  more  the  appearance  of  a 
garden  designed  for  pleasure,  than  of  a  plantation 
intended  for  j)rofit.  The  prospect,  however,  was 
limited  in  every  direction,  either  by  the  mountains 
or  the  tall  trees  bordering  on  the  |)reniises  ;  so 
that  the  resident  was  as  much  excluded  from  tlic 
view  of  the  world,  as  from  its  noise  and  tur- 
bulence. 

As  this  situaticm  is  distant  from  citlier  of  the 
ports  where  vessels  usually  anchor,  the  visit  of  a 
stranger  is  a  rare  event,  and  therefore  proportion- 
ally appreciated.  This  was  evinced  by  the  direc- 
tion  given  to  Inivo  a  fat  ox  killed,  and  by  sending 
despatches,  in  various  directions,  with  invitations 
to  come  on  the  morrow  and  partake  of  it.  Accord- 
ingly, the  next  day  about  a  dozen  gentlemen  as.sem- 
bled,  who,  for  those  qualifications  which  give  life 
and  spirit  to  a  convivial  i>arty,  nniintained  the  re- 
]mtation  of  their  countrymen.  an<l  seeme<l  to  afford 
great  pleasure  to  the  host.  Mr.  Nairac  had  pro- 
mised to  give  me,  what  I  luid  never  seen  in  a  tro- 
l)ical  climate,  a  piece  of  roast  beef,  eipml  in  deli- 
cacy and  flavour  to  any  1  luid  ever  eatm  in 
Europe  or  America  ;  and  tliis  promise  was  fully 
I'edeemed,  for  it  was  of  a  ((uality  which  could  not 
be  surpassed,  and  w  liich,  till  now,  1  had  always  sup- 
]iosedto  be  limited  to  the  temiierate  regions.  The 
natural  hilnrity  and  vivacity  of  the  ]iarty  needed 
no  artitioial  stinmlns.  Consequently,  although 
there  was  a  great  abundance  and  variety  of  the 
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best  wines,  they  were  taken  with  such  moderation 
as  to  evince,  that  no  one  of  the  party  possessed  the 
ridiculous  pride  of  being  considered  able  to  swal- 
low more  than  liis  neighbour.  Early  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  we  mounted  our  steeds,  and, 
bidding  farewell  to  our  excellent  liost,  began  our 
ascent  toward  the  summit  of  the  Island.  When 
we  had  rea(died  its  highest  elevation,  the  cold  was 
so  groat,  that  I  found  it  advisable  to  dismount  and 
wall;,  to  warm  my  feet ;  and  in  the  little  hollows 
where  the  rain  hail  lodged,  it  had  frozen  to  the 
thickness  of  the  eighth  of  an  inch.  We  went  over 
the  route  which  is  called  "passing  by  the  plain," 
and  which  also  passes  near  to  the  crater  of  the  vol- 
cano. Arriving  at  St.  Benoit  in  the  evening,  we 
found  a  comfortable  lodging  at  a  private  house  ; 
and  ]iui'suing  our  course  early  in  the  morning, 
we  travelled  quickly  over  a  good  road,  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  arrived  in  safety  at  my  friend's 
hou.se  in  St.  Denis. 

In  this  e.\cursi<in  I  ascertained,  that  none  of  the 
products  of  the  Lsland  could  be  jiurchascd  at  the 
diiuinished  rate  which  I  had  expected  from  the 
stagnant  state  of  cominorco.  The  reason  was  ob- 
vious :  the  general  ability  of  every  one  to  keep 
his  produce  when  it  is  below  its  ordinary  value  ; 
an  aliility  produced  by  frugal  habits,  by  limited 
I  wants,  and  an  entire  absence  of  those  luxuries  of 
furniture  and  oi|iiipage,  which  custom  has  ren- 
dered indispoiisablo  to  the  European  and  American, 
and  for  which  they,  in  some  instances,  devote  them- 
selves to  a  life  of  toil  and  anxiety. 

A  s]ieedy  return  to  the  Isle  of  France  being 
now  desirable,  I  embarked,  on  the  1st  of  July,  in 
a  chasseniarce  ;  but,  owing  to  uulavourablc  winds 
and  bad  management,  we  had  the  very  long  passage 
of  ten  days.  It  ajipeared,  that,  during  my  absence, 
no  other  prize  luad  been  sent  in  than  the  Alnomack 
of  llaltimore,  bound  to  Batavia  with  an  assorted 
cargo.  I  had  therefore  lost  no  o])portuiiity  of 
prosecuting  my  plan  by  my  absonco. 

A  few  days  only  had  elapsed,  however,  after  my 
return,  when  the  Company's  extra  ship  .Armenia 
arrived,  taken  on  her  pas.sage  from  London  to 
Calcutta  with  a  valuable  cargo,  by  the  Clarisso. 
This  ship  was  of  six  hundred  tons  burthen,  Bengal 
built,  and  was  on  her  first  voyage.  As  I  was  con- 
fident, that  there  was  no  other  por.son  there  at  the 
time,  who  was  prepared  with  the  requisite  docu- 
ments and  officers  to  take  a  ship  to  India,  and  was 
persuaded  that  no  one  would  be  willing  to  pay 
liigh  with  a  view  of  a  resale,  I  felt  so  certain  of 
being  the  purchaser,  that  I  took  some  preliminary 
steps  to  avoid  any  ailditional  loss  of  time  in  taking 
piis.session.  I  expected  to  procure  her  at  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  thou.saiid  dollars  ;  hut  at  the 
sale,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  every  one, 
and  to  the  astonishment  of  those  interested,  sh(> 
was  run  up  to  the  enormous  sum  of  twenty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  I  was  so  little 
disposed  to  submit  to  tho  disappointment,  that  I 
very  incautiously  bid  twenty-seven  tliousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  was  rejoiced  when 
relieved  by  the  superior  bid,  wliich  took  her  from 
me.  This  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me; 
but,  upon  sober  reflection,  my  escape  from  paying 
too  much  to  have  a  chance  of  profit  reconciled 
me  to  it. 

But  a  few  days  had  elapsed,  however,  after  tho 
sale,  when  I  waa  surprised  by  tho  iiKpiiry  of  a 


broker,  if  I  would  take  the  ship  at  what  I  had 
bidden.  On  declining,  lie  thought  she  might  be 
obtained  for  something  less.  This  awakened  sus- 
picions, which  were  the  next  day  confirmed  by  the 
information,  that  the  pui'chaser  of  the  ship  had  a 
long  credit  on  whatever  he  bought  at  the  sale ; 
and,  supposing  I  wanted  tho  ship,  and  would  be 
willing  to  pay  him  as  high  as  I  had  offered  at  the 
sale,  he  contemplated  the  use  of  my  money  (which 
was  then  at  very  high  interest)  for  the  mere  sacri- 
fice of  his  additional  bid.  In  a  few  weeks  after, 
the  ship  was  ofll'ered  to  me  for  several  thousand 
dollars  less  than  she  brought  at  the  sale;  but, 
having  waited  so  long,  I  determined  to  have  a 
cheap  ship  or  none. 

On  the  2Sth  of  this  month  a  general  gloom  waa 
thrown  over  tho  town  by  tho  sudden  death  of  their 
excellent  Governor,  General  Jlalartio,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  forty-eight  hours.  In  a  room  in  the  govern- 
ment-house, hung  with  black,  and  with  rows  of 
lighted  tapers  on  each  side  of  the  coffin,  the  body 
lay  in  stato  till  the  ^Otli,  and  then  was  interred 
with  military  honours,  and  every  imaginable  de- 
monstration of  respect.  He  had  expressed  a  wish, 
that  his  funeral  exiienses  might  not  exceed  thirty 
dollars  ;  but  so  high  a  respect  was  entertained  for 
his  character  and  services,  that  there  seemed  to 
be  a  determination  that  no  expense  should  be 
spared  to  evince  it.  The  present  place  of  inter- 
ment, therefore,  was  only  to  serve  till  a  magnifi- 
cent tomb  could  bo  built  on  tho  Champ  de  Mars  to 
receive  his  remains.  This  being  prepared  by  the 
latter  part  of  the  ensuing  month,  tho  body  was 
taken  from  the  church,  and  carried  thither  iu  pro- 
cession with  minute  guns  firing ;  and,  having 
arrived  at  the  sepulchre,  a  eulogy  was  pronounced 
to  a  numerous  and  attentive  audience.  A  few  days 
previous,  the  English  blockading  squadron  had 
arrived,  under  eommand  of  Commodore  Ilotham. 
These,  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  obsequies,  as  a 
mark  of  respect  fur  tho  deceased  general,  came 
down  from  windward,  and  lay  by,  oft"  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,  with  their  colours  hoisted  half 
mast,  and  firing  minute  guns.  Such  a  tribute  of 
respect  from  an  enemy  is  so  magnaiiin.ous,  that  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  considered  honourable  to  both 
parties;  and  while  such  acts  meet  ilio  applause  of 
the  civilised  world,  they  will  also  have  their  influ- 
ence ill  diminishing  tho  asperities  and  miseries  of 
war. 

A  few  days  after  giving  this  evidence  of  respect 
and  courtesy,  the  squadron  gave  us  an  exhibition 
of  character  of  a  different  kind.  A  Hamburgh 
ship  had,  during  the  night,  got  between  the  s(iua- 
dron  and  the  laud,  and  at  daylight  was  discovered 
by  them  several  miles  to  leeward,  and  near  Round 
Island.  All  sail  was  made  by  the  squadron  in 
chase ;  and  although  they  were  fast  approaching 
him,  tlio  Hamburglier  per.severed  in  pushing  for 
tho  port,  with  a  boldness  and  determination  which 
greatly  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  multitudes, 
who  were  watching,  with  intense  interest,  the  re- 
sult. Before  he  had  got  quite  up  with  the  fort  at 
tho  entrance  of  the  port,  the  Lancaster,  of  sixty- 
four  guns,  passed  so  near  to  him  (outside)  that  the 
balls  from  her  broadside  passed  over  and  came 
ashore.  Tiien  the  Adamant,  of  fifty  guns,  as  near, 
fired  iior  broadsido  with  as  little  effect  ;  and  there 
being  no  time  for  repeating  them,  the  ship  got  in 
safe,  while  the  air  resounded  witli  tho  shouts  and 
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gratulations  of  the  assembled  nuiltituilc.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive,  Iiow  two  such  formidable  broad- 
sides could  be  directed,  from  so  short  a  distance, 
against  so  large  an  object  without  destroying  it ; 
and  that  they  produced  no  injury,  seemed  almost 
miraculous.  Tlie  ship  was  immediately  warped 
up,  and  moored  near  to  the  guard  ship.  But  the 
English  Commodore  was  determined  not  to  be  out- 
done in  enterprise.  And  although  his  prospect  of 
success  seemed  as  hopeless  as  the  escape  of  the 
Hamburgher  had  done  in  the  morning,  he  sent  in 
his  boats  about  ten  o'clock  the  same  evening,  of 
which  we  had  notice  by  the  roar  of  cannon  from 
the  guard  ship  and  from  tlie  forts,  and,  in  defiance 
of  these,  actually  carried  the  ship  oil',  while  the 
crew  supposed  themselves  to  be  in  such  perfect 
safety,  that  the  broker  was  on  board  taking  a  list 
of  the  articles  comi)osing  the  cargo.  It  was  said 
there  were  a  few  lives  lost  on  this  occasion. 

The  squadron  had  already  intercepted  a  shi|) 
from  France  when  near  the  island,  and  hatl  also 
taken  several  of  the  Bourbon  coasting  vessels. 
There  remained,  therefore,  but  a  feeble  chance  for 
any  prize  to  succeed  in  entering  the  port.  Under 
these  circumstances,  now  late  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1  decided  to  abandon  the  plan  of  returning 
to  India.  Money  was  in  unusual  demand,  and 
coffee  to  be  procured  with  it  at  an  uncommonly 
low  rate.  Hence,  it  was  obvious,  that,  to  invest 
the  principal  jiart  of  my  capital  in  this  articli' 
before  the  opening  of  the  intercourse  with  Ame- 
rica, or  any  other  event,  should  enhance  the  value 
of  it,  and  to  be  prepared  to  freight  it,  by  the  first 
good  opportunity,  for  Europe  or  the  United  States, 
was  the  most  judicious  course  to  pursue. 

Acting  on  this  determination,  I  had  soon  se- 
cured the  tjuantity  I  desired,  and  on  very  advan- 
tageous terms.  In  the  mean  time,  and  early  in 
the  month  of  October,  the  English  squadron  went 
off  without  being  relieved  by  another,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  merchants  in  jiartieular,  and  of  the  in- 
habitants generally,  of  the  Isle  of  France.  In 
their  short  cruise,  and  principally  from  the  cap- 
ture of  coasting  vessels,  they  had  caused  the  ruin 
of  some  fiimilies,  and  the  distress  of  many. 

The  blockade  had  been  raised  but  a  day  or  two 
when  there  arrived  a  national  corvette,  and  also  a 
Danish  and  a  Hamburgh  ship,  all  from  Euro]ie. 
The  general  tenor  of  tlie  news  they  l)rouglit  was, 
that  the  war  was  prosecuted  in  Europe,  by  all 
parties,  with  its  accustomed  vigour  ;  an<l  that 
there  was  an  immediate  expectation  of  an  adjust- 
meut  of  difficulties  between  the  French  and 
American  governments.  This  last  was  a  "eon- 
summation  devoutly  to  bo  wished  "  by  the  Ameri- 
cans here,  not  less  on  public  than  on  private  con- 
siderations. Nor  was  it  less  desired  by  the  culti- 
vators and  owners  of  plantations,  whose  j)roduce 
would  bo  enhanced  in  value  by  an  open  intv'rcourse 
with  the  United  States,  more  than  by  all  the  neu- 
trals of  Europe  combined.  Hencej  the  planters 
never  failed  to  regret  the  arrival  of  an  American 
prize,  from  the  fear  that  each  additional  one 
would  have  a  tendency  to  prolong  hostilities. 

In  tho  course  of  the  montli  of  November, 
arrived  the  Confiancc  privateer,  conducting  her 
prize  the  East  India  Company's  ship  Kent.  The 
action,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  this  ship, 
will  rank  amongst  the  most  chivalrous  and  gallant 
which  the  naval  annals  of  any  country  record, 


and  whieli  even  Surcouffe  would  hardly  have 
risked,  had  he  been  aware  that  his  antagonist  had 
more  than  the  usual  complement  of  men  fcir  a 
Company's  ship.  But,  in  addition  to  tiie  ordinary 
number,  of  probably  150,  were  ilic  tro()])s  and 
])assengers,  who  were  going  out  in  the  yueen, 
which  was  burnt  at  St.  Salvador,  and  who 
amounted  to  about  300  ;  making  together  'l.'iO 
men.  Their  ship  liad  a  comi)lete  battery  betwixt 
decks,  of  twenty-two  or  twenty-four  twelve- 
pounders,  and  had  the  advantage  of  an  elevation 
above  the  watt'r  doul>le  that  of  the  privateer  ;  so 
that  it  might  be  supposed  that  one  man  would 
successfully  resist  at  least  four  assailants.  The 
Confiance  mounted  twenty  nine-pounders,  and 
had,  on  sailing  from  the  Isle  of  France,  180  men. 
She  had  greatly  the  advantage  of  her  opponent 
in  sailing.  The  action  lieing  begun  by  the  Kent, 
but  few  broadsides  were  exchanged  before  the 
Confiance,  luffing  u])  under  the  qUiirter,  and 
]ioui-ing  in  a  broadside,  bo.nrded  in  tho  smoke, 
with  nearly  the  whole  crew.  Tho  resistance  on 
deck  was  not  of  long  duration  ;  and  when  it 
ceased,  a  scene  of  plunder  ensued,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  justified  by  the  jiractices  of  war, 
when  a  place  or  ship  is  taken  by  stomi,  and  which 
is  promised  to  the  men  ]irevious  to  the  assault. 
Nor  is  it  in  tht>  power  of  the  commander,  however 
he  may  be  disposed,  to  ai-rest  the  progress  of 
those  irregularities,  which  are  inseparable  from 
such  a  state  of  confusion.  Were  it  jiossible,  there 
was  IK)  person  in  the  world  who  would  have  bi'cn 
more  ready  to  do  it  than  Captain  Surcouffe,  whom 
1  knew  to  be  not  less  deservedly  distinguished  for 
humanity  and  generosity  than  for  intrepidity  and 
the  most  daring  courage.  The  value  of  tliis 
prize  to  the  captors  was  not  very  great,  as  she 
was  laden  principally  with  military  stores.  One 
of  the  privatecr's-men  produced  considerable 
mirth  on  the  Exchange,  by  appearing  there 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  the  English  general's  unifonn, 
which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  appropriate  to 
his  own  particular  use.  But  a  few  weeks  liad 
elapsed  after  the  arrival  of  tliis  prize,  when  the 
American  brig  Traveller, of  Boston,  with  upwards 
of  100,000  doUars  in  specie  on  board,  was  sent  in 
by  the  Adele  privateer.  To  prevent  any  influence 
which  the  captain,  supercargo,  or  officers  might 
have  in  averting  con''  innation,  neither  of  them 
had  been  permitted  to  proceed  in  the  brig.  This 
we  learned  from  the  sailors  who  came  in  her. 

Great  eft'orts  were  made,  not  less  by  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  than  by  several  respectable 
individuals  of  the  place,  for  the  release  of  this 
pro|M>rty,  but  ineH'ectinilly.  The  fact  of  there  being 
such  an  amount  of  specie  on  board,  and  of  its  being 
much  wanted,  was  of  sufficient  weight  to  bear  down 
all  opjiosition  to  its  condemnation.  T'hose  efforts, 
howt'ver,  eombiued  with  the  information  recently 
received,  that  several  of  their  privateera  had 
been  fi/iled,  and  niueh  cut  up,  by  American  letters 
of  maii|ue,  which  they  had  met  in  the  Bay  of 
llengal,  tended  greatly  to  promote  a  hostile  feeling 
towards  tiu>  Anuiricans  ;  in  those,  particularly, 
who  were  interested  in  privateers. 

During  the  existence  of  these  feelings  a  Boston 
iii;wspaper  was  produced  on 'Change,  in  wliich  was 
inserted  a  list  of  those  merchants  of  the  Isle  of 
France  who  were  engaged  in  privateering  ;  and 
some  of  whom  were  styled  rogues,  noted  villains, 
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&e.  Among  the  latter  was  a  very  iraseiblc,  arro- 
gant, and  physically  powerful  man,  who  was  an 
ariiMienr  and  also  a  Captain  of  Dragoons.  No 
sooner  was  he  informed  of  the  ungracious  notice 
taken  of  him  in  this  jiai)er,  than,  incapable  of 
suppressing  his  wrath,  he  gave  vent  to  it  in  the 
most  gross  and  abusive  language,  directed  to  a 
young  Bostoniiin,  who  happened  to  be  the  only 
American  on  'Change.  The  consofiuence  was  a 
challenge.  They  met  the  next  morning,  and 
fought  at  only  five  paces  distant,  when  the  Captain 
of  Dragoons  received  his  adversary's  ball,  diago- 
nally, in  the  arm,  which  laid  him  up  for  six  weeks. 
The  Bostoniaii  escaped  uninjured.  We  ex])e- 
rionccd,  afterwards,  iu  our  intercourse  with  the 
inhabitants  nothing  but  the  civility  and  politeness 
which  arc  proverbially  French. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  December,  the  prize 
ship  Kent  was  sold  to  a  Dane  for  thirty  thousand 
nine  hundred  dollai-s.  Soon  after  wliich  she  was 
jnit  up  for  freight  for  Europe, — being  called  tlie 
Cronberg,  and  having  transferred  to  her  the  jiapcrs 
of  a  ship  of  that  name,  of  about  three  hundred 
tons  burthen.  But  at  this  time  few  jjcrsons  were 
desirous  of  freighting  to  ]iuro))e ;  and  all  consi- 
dered the  risk  too  great  by  this  vessel,  both  on 
account  of  the  deficiency  of  the  requisite  jiajiers, 
and  of  the  proposal  of  the  agent  to  take  French 
jiroperty.  More  than  a  month  had  elapsed  after 
this  ship  was  pre])ared  to  receive  a  cargo,  and 
none  had  been  offered,  while  the  daily  expenses 
were  rapidly  consuming  the  means  indisi)eiisable 
for  putting  her  to  sea.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, overtures  wore  made  to  Mr.  Shaler  and 
myself  to  freight  tjio  ship  exclusively,  and  with  a 
particular  agreement,  that  no  French  property  or 
passenger  should  be  taken  on  board.  The  terms 
were  low  in  jiroportion  to  the  risk  ;  the  aceommo- 
datioHs  for  ourselves  were  spacious  and  tempting  ; 
the  chance  of  the  intercourse  soon  opening  with 
America  uncertain  ;  and  we  had  both  become 
e(|ually  tired  of  a  state  of  inactivity,  and  of  our 
residence  at  the  Isle  of  France.  Wo,  therefore, 
engaged  to  freight  in  this  ship,  and  stipulated  to 
sail  in  sixty  days  front  the  date  of  the  contract. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  and  the  ensuing 
month,  there  were  several  arrivals  from  l']uro])e, 
which  caused  a  rise  in  the  price  of  the  produce  of 
the  island  of  fifteen  to  twenty  jicr  cent.  A  coasting 
brig  from  Bourbon,  with  fourteen  hundred  bags  of 
coH'ee,  was  chased  on  shore  by  au  Kiiglish  frigate, 
near  to  Little  Uiver  ;  and  the  vessel  and  most  of 
the  cargo  were  lost.  New  animation  and  vigour 
were  given  to  tlic  society  of  the  place  by  the  young 
men  attached  to  the  two  national  ships,  Nnturaliste 
and  Gcographe,  under  the  command  of  Monsieur 
Baudin,  who  had  touched  here  on  the  route  to  New 
Holland  and  the  I'acifie  Ocean,  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery  and  scientific  research.  The  ships  on 
tlieirarrival  looked  rather  as  if  they  were  returning 
from  circumnavigating  the  globe,  than  commencing 
au  enterprise  of  several  years'  duration  ;  and,  as 
far  as  1  could  judge  from  a  cursory  observation, 
there  was  nothing  connected  with  the  expedition 
that  promised  to  add  to  the  national  glory,  or  to 
repay  the  expense  of  the  ei^uipment. 


noted  villains, 


CHAPTER  X. 

Satisfaction  nt  the  I'rospcet  of  Departure Observations 

nn  the  I>le  of  Fnincc— Influence  of  the  Jacobins A 

lliirricanc — .Siil  for  ICuropc.  —  Speak   .in    American 

i^cliooner.— Coast  of  Norway Wiu'  between  the  Englisli 

and  Danes.— Arrive  at  Christiiuisand.—Lciive  the  Sliip, 
nnil  iiroceed  to  Cdpcnliagen.— Arrival  tlierc.— A  profit- 
.•il)le  Voyapo. — Sketch  of  Copenhagen.— Obelisk.— l-'rcdo- 
licksburg  I'alace — Itosenbcrg  Palace.— Arrival  of  the 
Miip  from  Norway. 

The  period  of  my  departure  now  drew  near, 
and  1  looked  forward  to  it  with  great  impatience. 
Having  reached  the  middle  of  March,  ten  months 
were  completed  since  my  arrival — a  term  rendered 
additionally  tedious  from  the  w.int  of  occujjation. 
During  this  time  no  opportunity  had  presented  of 
putting  into  execution  the  plan  I  had  contemplated 
on  leaving  Calcutta  ;  and,  controlled  by  circum- 
stances, I  was  now  again  about  venturing  every 
thing,  without  the  possibility  of  covering  any  part 
of  the  risk  by  insurance.  Should  we  arrive  safe 
in  Europe,  my  fortune  would  be  much  greater 
than  I  could  reasonably  have  hoped  to  possess  at 
the  outset.  If  we  should  fail  to  do  so,  or  sliould 
be  intercepted  by  an  English  cruiser  and  con- 
demned, still  the  property,  which  had  been  sent 
home  from  China,  would  amount  to  more  than 
double  of  the  original  outfit  from  France.  Thus, 
though  the  amount  at  hazard  was  greater,  its  loss 
would  be  attended  with  none  of  tlie  distressing 
consequences  which  would  liave  resulted  from  the 
loss  of  the  projierty  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
enterprise.  These  considerations  greatly  dimi- 
nished the  anxiety  at  having  a  large  portion  of  my 
fortune  at  hazard,  and  reconciled  me  to  taking  the 
risk.  Moreover,  our  ship  was  so  large,  and  made 
so  warlike  an  appearance,  that  there  was  but  little 
chance  that  any  cruiser  less  than  a  frigate  would 
ap])roach  within  reach  of  our  guns. 

Jt  was  agreed  that  we  should  avoid,  if  possible, 
speaking  any  vessel,  and  that  we  should  pass  a 
long  way  to  the  south  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
We  determined  also  to  avoid  seeing  St.  Helena  or 
Ascension,  or  indeed  any  land,  from  the  time  of 
losing  sight  of  the  Lsle  of  Bourbon,  till  we  should 
see  the  land  about  Fair  Isle  passage  ;  and  before 
coming  up  with  this,  to  make  a  long  sweep  to  the 
westward,  and  a]iproach  this  passage  on  an  easterly 
course.  With  such  precautions  we  considered  the 
[irospect  to  be  tolerably  fair,  especially  if  the  ship 
sailed  as  well  as  reported,  of  arriving  iu  safety  at 
our  destined  port. 

Before  noticing  this  passage,  it  is  proper  to  say 
something  of  the  Isle  of  France  and  its  govern- 
ment and  people.  The  very  rugged,  mountainous, 
an<l  irregular  appearance  presented  to  the  voyager 
on  a  first  view  of  the  Isle  of  France,  would  natu- 
rally cause  him  to  believe  that  it  could  not  be  well 
adai)ted  to  agriculture.  By  a  nearer  view,  how- 
ever, he  will  be  undeceived.  The  luxuriant  valleys 
which  meet  his  view  as  he  passes  along  to  leeward 
between  Round  Island  and  the  port,  and  the 
aromatic  b.oczes,  doubly  agreeable  to  one  who  has 
been  long  at  sea,  will  convince  him  that  there  is  no 
deficiency  of  land  which  is  prized  by  the  agricul- 
turist. And  this  opinion  will  be  confirmed  by 
visiting  the  productive  cotton,  coffee,  and  indigo 
plantations,  and  noticing,  moreover,  the  prosperous 
cultivation  of  the  clove,  of  wheat,  and  of  Indian  corn, 
n  !i 
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The  sepuro  harbour  of  Port  Northwest  gives  to 
the  island  great  eoinmeroial  advantagos  over  t)i<^ 
more  fertile,  but,  in  this  respect,  less  favoured  Isle 
of  Hourbon  ;  for  the  produce  of  the  latter  is  prin- 
cipally transported   to    the   Isle   of  France    for 
embarkation   for   Kurope,   this  being  thought  a 
smaller  inconvenience  than  to  load  the  ships  in  its 
j   open  and  dangenius  roadsteads.     The  town  for- 
I  merly  called  Port  Louis,  and  more  recently  Port 
Northwest,  is  situated  on  the  eastern  margin  of 
I  the  harbour  ;  whence  it  extends  back  nearly  a  mile 
!  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  a  spacious  lield,  destined 
'  for  the  exercise  and  the  review  of  troops.     The 
view  from  the  town  is  limited  on  the  north  and 
south  by  hills,  on  which  ai-e  made  the  signals  to 
■  denote  the  approach  of  vessels  ;  on  the  east,  by 
,  those  very  irregular  mountains,  called  Pieter-Both, 
j  tlie  Ponce,    and  Piton-du.milieu-de-.rile  ,  which 
'   have  an  elevation  from  the  sea  of  three  to  four 
hundred  *oi,ses ;    and  on  the  west,  by  the  ocean 
and  an  uninterrupted   horizon.     The  houses  are, 
'  with  very  few  excejitions,  built  of  wood,  in  a  neat, 
I  pretty  style,  and  generally  of  one  story.      The 
i  public  buildings  ai'(!  conmiodious  and  useful,  but 
are  not  of  a  description  to  attract  the  observation 
of  a  stranger  ;  excepting,  perhaps,  the  government- 
house,  which  is  spacious  and  airy,  and  is  so  situated 
as  to  command  a  tine  view  of  the  harbour  and 
shipping.  The  streets  are  rejular,  of  good  breadth, 
generally  clean,  and  many  of  them  are  ornamented 
]   with  tri  es.     The  bazaar,  or  market  for  meat  and 
I   vegetables,  is  on  a  large  square  contiguous  to  the 
i   government-house.     It  affords  but  a  scanty  choice 
of  eatables,  and  those  not  the  best  of  their  kinds, 
i   and  also  indicates  great  disregard  of  that  cleanli- 
I   ness  which  is  particularly  desirable  and  proper  in 
a   market-place.      The    number    of    inhabitants 
1   amounts  to  about  thirteen  thousand,  two-thirds  of 
I   whom  are  slaves. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  person  at  the  Isle  of 
France,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  who  believed 
himself  to  be  jiossessed  of  a  power  to  discover 
objects  at  sea,  several  hundred  miles  farther  off 
than  any  otlier  person  could  see.  He  pretended 
to  see  vessels  so  distant  to  w  indward,  that  they 
would  only  arrive,  according  to  liis  calculation,  in 
three  or  four  days  ;  and  as  they  often  did  arrive 
conformably,  which  from  the  frecjuency  of  his 
predictions,  wa.s  not  suri)rising,  he  made  many 
converts.  If  they  failed  to  come,  it  did  not 
prove  that  he  had  not  seen  them  ;  but  that  they 
had  passed  by  on  their  way  to  India.  The  man 
evinced  that  he  was  equally  deluded  with  others, 
by  afterwards  putting  this  faculty  to  a  fair  test, 
through  the  means  of  the  Imperial  government. 
They  sent  him  out  in  a  frigate,  and  the  next  day 
sent  another,  with  an  understanding  that  they 
were  to  come  within  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  and  then 
approach  till  they  discovered  each  other.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  man  of  long  sight  was  on  the 
look-out,  but  was  unable  to  discover  the  other 
frigate  at  a  greater  distance  than  the  generality 
of  the  crow,  and  consequently  was  obliged  to  take 
his  station,  in  this  respect,  with  other  mortals. 

The  Governor,  who  had  lately  deceased,  and 
for  whose  memory  the  inhabitants  appeared  to 
entertain  thoniost  profound  respect,  seemed  to  have 
been  peculiarly  fitted  by  temper,  disposition,  and 
judgment,  for  tho  very  troublesome  and  difficult 
times  ill  whicli  it  was  his  destiny  to  act.  A  more  des- 


potic commander,  one  accustomed  to  the  prompti- 
tude of  military  olicdicnee,  and  strenuous  to  exact 
it,  wouhl  im-vitably  have  i)erished   in   the  early  \ 
period  of  those  turbulent  times,  when  liberty  was 
understood  to  be  the  uncontrolled  indulgence  of 
every  passion  ;  and  each  day  atl'ordcd  some  prac-  | 
tical  illustration  of  this  belief.     In  these  times  of  j 
anarejiy.  General  Malartio  wisely  yielded  to  the  i 
storm  which  he  saw  it  would  bo  destruction  to  I 
resist ;  and  by  an  a])parent  acquiescence  in  mea-  j 
sures  which    he  disapproved,    softened   or  ame-  ; 
liorated,  as  much  as  possible,  those  acts  of  the  ! 
dominant  party,  which   he  could  not  control,  and  ' 
which  he  saw  would  be  injurious  to  tlie  prosperity 
of   the   island.     This  dominant   jiarty   were   the 
Jacobins.     Professing  to  be  exclusively  the  true 
friends   of    liberty,   they   did   not   perceive    the 
tyranny  of  persecuting  and  denouncing  as  traitors 
all  those  citizens  who  dared  to  express  opinions 
opjiosed  to  their  own. 

In  close  alliance,  and  amalgamated  with  these, 
were  tho  armalfurs  and  ]irivateers'-men  ;  a  nu- 
merous  class,  conii)osed  of  dashing  young  ad- 
venturers, whose  object  was  exclusively  the 
acquirement  of  fortune,  unrestrained  by  any  law, 
moral  or  divine.  Yet  these  jeuiies  (/ens,  as  they 
were  called,  were  guilty  of  no  acts  of  cruelty  that 
I  saw  or  heard  of ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  behaved 
in  many  instances,  towards  those  whom  fortune 
had  thrown  into  their  power,  with  a  generosity 
which  was  liighly  honour.able  to  them.  As  au 
evidence  of  the  inHuence  which  these  jennes  gens 
possessed  over  the  mind  of  the  good  old  superan- 
nuated governor,  they,  for  tlie  mere  purpose  of 
securing  as  good  prize  a  rich  American  vessel, 
which  had  been  sent  in  by  one  of  their  privateers, 
induced  him  to  commit  the  ridiculous  act  of  for- 
mally declaring  war  against  the  United  States. 
As  this  declaration  did  not  appear  in  any  of  the 
periodicals  of  the  time,  I  infer,  that  it  was  not 
known  beyond  the  limits  of  the  island. 

This  opinion  is,  moreover,  strengthened  by  its 
ceasing  to  be  acted  upon  as  soon  as  the  object  for 
which  it  was  made  was  secured  in  due  form.  For, 
while  this  act  was  in  full  force,  an  American  ship 
arrived  from  France,  came  in  with  the  flag  of  the 
United  Slates  displayed,  and  was  admitted  to 
entry  without  a  question  of  the  proprietary  ;  the 
cargo  was  disposed  of,  and,  when  tho  vessel  was 
ready,  a  clearance  was  given  for  Bengal,  with  as 
little  delay  and  molestation  as  if  the  public  autho- 
rities were  unacquainted  with  the  hostile  act  in 
question.  Hence  it  was  apparent,  that  the  govern, 
ment  had  no  disposition  to  enforce  the  observance 
of  an  act  which  liad  been  extorted  from  it  ;  and  , 
whicli  could  not  fail  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  best 
interests  of  tlie  island.  At  tho  same  time  it  was 
not  less  apparent,  that  tlio  party  possessed  so 
much  energy  and  strength  as  to  control  the  go- ! 
vernment  whenever  it  was  for  their  interest  BO  to 
do  ;  while  their  respect  for  it  was  limited  to  the 
observance  of  unimportant  forms.  It  is,  there-  \ 
fore,  less  surprising  that  they  should  have  com- 
mitted sonic  acts  of  injustice  and  folly,  than  that 
they  should  liave  been  restrained  by  any  bounds, 
which  arrested  their  progress  in  the  pursuit  of 
fortune. 

The  preparations  for  expediting  our  ship  had 
advanced  so  slowly,  that  the  20th  of  March  had 
arrived  before  everything  was   in  readiness.     A 
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gale  of  wind,  amounting  almost  to  a  hurricane, 
which  caused  the  ship  to  biiiig  home  her  anchors 
and  almost  drove  lior  ashore,  was  one  cause  of 
einharrasHinent ;  the  ditlioulty  of  collecting  the 
great  number  of  men  reiiuired  for  such  a  ship 
was  another  ;  wlii!'  each  additional  diiy's  delay 
added  to  the  chance  of  the  arrival  of  the  blucUad- 
ing  squadron,  which  would  keep  us  shut  up  in 
port  for  the  space  of  another  inoiitli  or  two.  This 
proportionally  increased  the  anxiety  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Cronberg,  whose  expenses,  if  detained 
when  so  near  the  point  of  sailing,  would  be  ruinous. 
On  the  21st  of  March,  therefore,  as  this  dreaded 
interruption  had  not  occurred,  the  winds  ami 
weather  favouring  our  departure,  and  everything 
being  ready,  we  joined  the  ship,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  many  of  our  friends  as  far  as  the  buoys. 
There,  with  demonstrations  of  sincere  regard, 
and  good  wishes  for  a  successful  voyage,  they  lelt 
us  and  returned  to  the  shore.  On  board  all  was 
bustle  and  alacrity  in  spreading  that  crowd  of 
sail  which  was  invited  by  the  breeze,  and  which 
soon  carried  us  out  of  sight  of  the  island.  To 
be  once  again  on  the  bosom  of  old  ocean,  once 
more  with  a  direct  and  definite  object  in 
view,  after  so  long  and  tedious  a  detention  at  the 
Isle  of  France,  excited  the  most  lively  feelings  of 
satisfaction.  To  be  sailing  in  so  magnificent  a 
ship,  with  no  other  care  than  to  make  myself 
comfortable,  was  entirely  a  novel  situation  to  me. 
Nor  could  I  help  thinking  of  the  contrast  between 
the  boat  in  which  1  came  to  the  island,  and  the 
ship  in  wliicli  I  was  now  leaving  it.  The  one  of 
twenty-five  tons,  the  other  of  more  than  nine 
hundred  tons ;  the  one  manned  with  four  Lascars, 
the  other  with  one  hundred  Europeans  ;  the  ac- 
commodations in  one  bearing  some  resemblance 
to  a  dog-kennel,  tlioso  of  the  other,  light,  airy, 
and  so  spacious,  that  the  room  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  my  use  was  of  greater  dimensions  than 
the  whole  capacity  of  the  first  ;  the  one  very  little 
exceeding  in  size  the  long-boat  of  the  other  :  but 
I  need  not  enlarge  on  a  iliH'erence  which  must  bo 
obvious  to  all,  after  stating  the  relative  tonnage. 
In  stateliness,  and  beauty  of  ajipearance,  in  sym- 
metry and  just  proportions  of  hull  and  rigging, 
in  strength  and  c(iuipnieiit,  and  in  the  elegance 
and  commodlousnesH  of  the  accommodations,  no 
ship  could  surpass  the  Cronberg.  Nothing  .seemed 
wanting  to  render  the  passage  before  us  delight- 
ful, excepting  a  freedom  from  the  apprehension 
of  meeting  some  one  of  those  llritish  cruisers, 
who  are  so  much  in  the  habit  of  appropriating  to 
their  own  use  the  property  of  other  people. 

Dut  wo  .soon  discovered  that  wo  were  mistaken  ; 
and  that  our  anxiety  was  to  be  augmented  by  a  vio- 
lation of  the  agreement,  on  the  part  of  the  captain, 
relative  to  taking  French  passengers.  We  had 
scarcely  got  clear  of  the  land,  when  a  person  of 
this  description  came  up  from  liis  concealment. 
Indignant  at  such  treatment,  we  immediately  de- 
niaiKled  an  explanation,  and  were  told  ho  was  not 
French,  but  a  Swiss  gentleman.  Such  a  miserable 
subterfuge  did  not  mend  the  matter ;  and  we  ex- 
pressed our  opinions  on  the  subject  in  terms  that 
the  deception  naturally  called  forth,  and  which 
were  not  conducive  to  that  harmony  between 
the  captain  and  passengers  so  desirable  to  both 
parties. 

On  the  twenty-third  day  after  leaving  the  Isle  of 


France  we  passed  the  longitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
llojie,  nearly  four  degrees  to  the  south  of  it.  The 
only  vessels  seen  during  this  time  were  two  .ships 
in  company  which  kept  steadily  on  their  course. 
Pursuing  our  way  to  the  north-west  we  passed  the 
latitude  of  St.  Helena  on  the  2Htli  of  A])ril,  at  the 
distance  of  about  a  hundi-ed  and  fifty  miles  west  of 
it.  Having  by  this  time  had  anijile  opjiortunity 
of  trying  our  ship  in  every  variety  of  weather,  we 
found  her  all  that  could  be  desired,— a  good  sea- 
boat,  easy  to  her  rigging,  sailing  and  steering 
well,  staunch  and  strong,  and  exceedingly  com- 
fortable. 

On  the  1st  of  June  being  in  latitude  44°  north, 
.and  longitude  32°  west,  we  spoke  an  American 
schooner  bound  to  Lisbon,  who  reported  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  war  in  Europe,  but  knew  nothing 
relative  to  the  political  state  of  Ueninark.  With 
strong  westerly  gales  we  made  rapid  advances  to- 
wards the  Orkney  islands,  and  saw  them  on  the 
Uth.  The  next  day  we  passed  by  Fair  Island  pas- 
sage, near  to  which  we  saw  a  ship  bound  to  the 
westward  ;  and  the  day  following,  when  abreast 
the  Naze  of  Norway,  we  spoke  a  Danish  fishing- 
boat,  and  received  the  astounding  information  of 
war  between  England  and  Denmark.  We  were 
told,  that  the  fleet  of  the  former,  after  having 
bombarded  the  Danish  capital,  were  yet  in  its 
neighbourhood,  and  that  we  could  not  proceed 
further  towards  Elsinore  without  being  intercepted 
by  a  British  cruiser.  Directing  our  course,  there- 
fore, more  in  shore,  with  a  view  of  entering  a  port 
in  Norway,  on  apjjroaching  it  we  fired  several 
guns  for  a  pilot,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  one, 
who  conducted  us  into  Fleckery,  where  we  an- 
chored towards  evening  near  the  fort.  An  officer 
immediately  boarded  us,  and  confirmed  the  infor- 
mation we  had  received  from  the  fisherman.  Our 
I)assage,  of  only  (nghty-four  days,  had  been,  in 
every  respect,  the  jileasantest  I  had  ever  made. 

Being  securely  anchored  under  the  guns  of  a 
Danish  fortress,  we  coulil  not  help  reflecting  upon 
the  risks  we  had  encountered  ;  so  much  greater 
than  we  had  anticipated,  or  would  have  taken,  had 
we  been  aware  of  their  extent.  We  contrasted 
our  present  situation  with  what  it  would  have  been 
if  we  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  cruiser.  And 
our  emotions  of  grjititude,  of  satisfaction  and  de- 
light, as  we  thought  of  these  things,  were  in  pro- 
portion to  the  importance  of  the  object  attained, 
and  the  dangers  escaped  in  the  attainment.  In 
high  spirits  at  the  unexpected  demand  for  our 
cargo,  and  its  conse((uently  increased  value,  we  set 
out  early  in  the  morning  after  our  arrival  for 
Christiansand,  where  the  Danish  Commodore  lay, 
with  a  frigate  and  several  corvettes.  Our  first 
visit  was  to  the  Commodore,  who  congratulated  us 
on  an  escape  which  he  termed  almost  miraculous, 
and  advised,  that,  without  delay,  the  .ship  should 
be  brought  to  Christiansand,  as  he  considered  her 
position  at  Fleckery  an  unsafe  one.  Accordingly, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  this  advice  was  followed. 

Perceiving  it  to  be  impossible  for  the  ship  to  go 
to  Copenhagen  at  present,  and  uncertain  how  long 
this  state  of  things  would  continue,  Mr.  Shaler  and 
myself  determined  to  proceed  thither  witliout  delay. 
For  this  purpose  wo  engaged  a  passage  in  a  coast- 
ing vessel,  then  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Ny- 
bourg.  We  dined  at  the  public-house  in  Christian- 
sand,  at  the  table  d'/tSte,  with  a  number  of  young 
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men  of  tliu  country,  whoso  pursuits  appoared  to  l)o 
inoreantilo.  I  supjjosed  mysolt'to  l)u  geiiorally  ac- 
quainted with  tlie  European  customs  on  such  oc- 
casions ;  l)ut  a  ceremony  was  observed  here,  which 
1  ai'tcrwards  found  to  prevail  in  Denmark;  though 
I  l)elievo  it  is  peculiar  to  that  country.  When 
dinner  is  ended  all  rise  together,  and,  bowing  to 
each  other,  and  shaking  hands,  say,  "  Much  good 
may  it  do  you,"  "  God  bless  you,"  iS:c.  ;  and  this 
seems  to  be  a  piece  of  ctiiiuette  of  such  universal 
observance,  that  a  neglect  of  it  would  bo  considered 
as  unmann'?rly  as  tlie  omission  to  drud;  healths 
would  be  in  England. 

The  wind  being  unfavourable  on  the  IStli,  we 
remained  at  Christiansand.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  it  came  round  favourable  ;  and  at  dawn  we 
were  called  to  embark  ;  Mr.  Shaler,  myself,  and 
my  man  George,  all  of  whom,  in  a  general  pass- 
port, were  styled  American  merchants.  The  third 
morning  after  sailing,  we  arrived  at  Nybourg,  hav- 
ing had  a  very  comfortable  and  pleasant  passage,  to 
wiiicli  the  captain  greatly  contributed,  not  less  by 
an  attention  to  our  wants,  than  by  manifesting  one 
of  the  most  amiable,  cheerful,  and  hapi)y  charac- 
ters we  had  ever  met.  Gn  the  same  day  we  crossed 
the  Belt,  in  the  feiTy-boat,  to  Corseur,  and  slept 
there,  having  ordered  post-horses  and  a  waggon  to 
be  ready  in  the  morning.  Accoi'diugly,  at  seven 
o'clock  on  the  18th,we  set  out  from  Corseur,  in  a  very 
clumsy  waggon  without  springs.  But  the  roads  were 
very  good  ;  and  the  fields  of  luxuriant  vegetation 
and  beautiful  verdure,  which  met  the  eye  on  every 
side,  were  the  moro  striking,  attractive,  and  pleas- 
ing to  us,  from  having  been  so  long  accustomed  to 
the  parched  earth,  and  burnt  vegetation  of  a  tro- 
pical climate.  VVc  noticed,  on  either  side  of  the 
road,  many  of  those  mounds  which  are  said  to 
cover  the  ashes  of  ancient  chiefs  or  heroes.  Arriv- 
ing at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  Copenhagen, 
we  drove  to  MuUer's  hotel,  a  magnificent  house, 
where  we  were  provided  with  comfortable  apart- 
ments and  good  entertainment. 

Tliree  years  had  now  elapsed  since  I  had  Iiad 
any  accounts  fi-om  home.  Eager,  therefore  to  ob- 
tain some  information  relative  to  my  connexions, 
I  went  out,  early  in  the  morning,  in  pursuit  of  some 
of  my  countrymen,  and  accidentally  met  with  an  old 
acquaintance,  I'ccently  from  Salem,  who  assured 
me  of  the  welfare  of  my  friends,  only  a  few  weeks 
before.  Thus,  everything  seemed  to  concur  to  fill 
up  the  measure  of  my  good  fortune,  and  to  call 
forth  corresponding  emotions  of  gratitude  to  tlic 
great  Giver  of  all  good. 

Although  peace,  between  Englandand  Denmark, 
liad  been  some  days  restored,  and  orders,  in  eon- 
sequence,  had  been  despatched  to  Norway  for  the 
.ship  to  proceed,  yet  she  did  not  arrive  at  Copen. 
liagen  before  tlie  Kith  of  July.  Hence,  we  jiassed 
a  month  with  no  other  occupation  than  sharing  in 
the  amusements  of  the  city  and  its  environs. 

There  are  few  cities  in  Europe,  which,  on  a  fii-st 
view,  strike  a  stranger  more  agreeably  than  Co- 
penhagen. The  size  and  beauty  of  tlu;  squares, 
the  breadth  and  cleanliness  of  the  Btreets,  and  the 
general  appearance  of  the  houses,  both  public  and 
private,  are  proofs  of  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of 
the  city,  and  of  the  cxcelleneo  of  its  j)olice.  A 
closer  examination  will  convince  him,  that  JiU  irre- 
gularities or  nuisances,  which  are  offensive  to  the 
public,  arc  immediately  corrected  ;  that  there  arc 


no  beggars  to  bo  met  with  ;  and  that  there  is  the 
most  perfect  security  for  person  and  property. 
The  I'amparts,  which  nearly  encircle  the  city,  are 
borderiMl  with  a  double  row  of  lime-trees,  offering 
an  extensive  and  delightful  walk  to  all  classes,  auil 
an  equally  delightful  ridt^,  but  for  a  few  privileged 
persons  only.  The  gardens  of  the  Rosenberg  pa- 
lace,  which  is  within  the  city,  are  thrown  open  in 
summer,  and  afford  a  cool  and  pleasant  lounge  for 
the  gay  and  idle  of  lioth  sexes.  But  the  resort 
most  frequented  is  the  garden  of  the  royal  summer 
residence,  Fredericksburg  jialace,  about  two  miles 
west  of  the  city.  These  grounds  are  delightful, 
and,  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  are  crowded  with 
a  gay  assemblage  of  all  classes,  who,  in  their  best 
attire,  meet  to  see  and  to  be  seen. 

On  the  way  to  these  gardens,  a  little  beyond  the 
western  gate  of  the  city,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  is  ei-ected  a  very  handsome  obelisk,  of  l)rown 
stone,  on  a  square  base  of  marble  ;  and  on  each 
corner  of  this  base  is  a  handsome  marble  figure. 
The  four  are  emblematic  of  Peace,  Plenty,  Con. 
tent,  and  Industry.  The  licight  of  the  obelisk  is 
forty-eight  or  fifty  feet ;  ond  its  object  is  to  com- 
memorate a  circumstance  highly  interesting  to  the 
l)hilantliropist,  and  to  the  advocate  of  civil  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  man, — the  emancipation  of  the 
Danish  peasantry,  which  took  place  January  Ist, 
1800.  Gn  one  square  of  the  liasc  is  written  (in 
Danish),  "To  Christian  VII.  King  of  the  Danes 
and  Norwegians,  from  united  and  grateful  citi- 
zens." On  the  opposite,  "  The  foundation  stone 
was  laid  by  Frederick,  son  of  the  king,  the  friend 
of  the  people,  1 792. "  On  the  sides  of  the  obelisk, 
"The  king  is  sensible,  that  civil  liberty,  determined 
by  just  laws,  i)roduces  a  love  of  country,  and 
courage  to  defend  it,  the  desire  of  instruction,  the 
taste  for  labour,  and  the  hope  of  happiness  :  he 
has  ordered,  that  servitude  shall  cease,  that  order 
and  promptitude  preside  in  the  execution  of  rural 
laws  ;  in  order  that  the  cultivator,  free,  courageous, 
enlightened,  industrious,  and  good,  may  become 
an  estimable  and  happy  citizen." 

The  great  palace,  which  was  buxMit  in  irO'i,  and 
which  was  one  of  the  most  magnificent  in  Europe, 
is  yet  in  ruins  ;  and  it  is  supposed,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  the  firm  and  massy  walls  would 
scarcely  be  less  than  that  of  repairing  it.  In  tlio 
palace  of  Rosenberg,  an  old-fashioned  pile,  wliicli 
has  been  built  moro  than  two  centuries,  are  kept 
the  crown  and  jewels,  a  very  handsome  and  com- 
plete dining  etpiipage  of  the  purest  gold,  silver  and 
mosaic  tables,  rich  coronation  and  wedding  dresses, 
the  sword  taken  from  Charles  the  Twelfth  when 
he  fell  near  Freilerickshall,  many  fine  paintings, 
&c.  This  palace  is  uninhabited.  The  royal 
winter  residence  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  in 
the  beautiful  square  of  Ameliensberg,  in  the  centi-c 
of  which  is  a  fine  eciuestrian  statue  of  Frederick 
v.,  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Asiatic  Company. 

The  public  libraries  are  large  and  valuable,  and, 
with  proper  introduction,  are  alike  accessible  to 
the  stranger  and  citizen.  The  royal  museum  is 
extensive,  and  contains  a  great  variety  of  the  most 
curious  productions,  natural  and  artificial,  which 
usually  constitute  such  collections.  There  arc  two 
theatres,  which  aro  said  to  be  well  supported ; 
and,  judging  from  their  crowded  state  when  I  have 
been  present,  I  think  this  may  be  the  case ;  but 
both  liouscB  arc  on  a  small  scale. 
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Tlio  mimlji'v  of  churches  ap])car3  to  be  in  ])ropfr 
liroportioii  to  the  extent  of  tlie  city  and  number  of 
inlia'iitiints  ;  and  some  of  them  are  large  and 
lianilsonu'  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  liad  opportunity  of  ob- 
iierviii^,  they  api)eai'eil  to  be  but  tliinly  attended  ; 
and,  for  the  most  part,  by  tlie  ]ioorer  class.  All 
denominations  of  reli<;ion  are  tolerated  l)y  this 
government.  Among  the  population  of  this  city 
are  many  Israelites.  Their  occupation  is  princi- 
pally that  of  brokers,  dealers,  and  money-clumgei-s, 
and  some  of  them  are  very  ricli  ;  l)ut  here,  as 
elsewhere,  they  hold  a  subordinate  rank  in  society. 
Still  their  situation  in  this  city  is  eligible,  com- 
pared witii  that  of  their  brethren  in  many  other 
parts  of  Europe  ;  and  there  are  instances  of  the 
king's  having  conferred  on  some  of  them  distin- 
guished marks  of  honour. 

The  character  of  tlie  Danes  has  long  been 
established  for  bravery,  loyalty,  learning,  and 
virtue  ;  and  experience  has  taught  me,  that  it  is 
not  less  remarkable  for  humanity,  generosity,  and 
those  (jualities  of  mind  and  disposition,  which 
render  the  social  intercourse  everything  which  is 
desirable.  Like  most  of  tlie  northern  people  of 
Kurope,  they  have  a  strong  pi-edilection  for  the 
customs  and  habits  of  their  ancestors ;  especially 
the  peasantry,  with  whom  the  introduction  of  the 
improved  tools  of  husbandry  and  better  mode  of 
cultivation  has  been  attended,  after  many  eflbrts 
by  the  more  enlightened  citizens,  with  only  par- 
tial success.  Where  no  advantage  is  to  be  derived 
from  innovation  it  is  not  attempted  ;  and  the  night 
atth  of  the  city  now  repeat  the  same  doleful  ditty 

•it  has,  probably,  been  in  use  for  some  centuries, 
addition  to  the  hour,  wliich  they  name,  they 
have  a  long  moral  sentence,  varying  for  each 
Iiour,  and  which,  being  sung  in  the  harmonious 
manner  so  peculiar  to  watclimen,  is  particularly 
edifying. 

These  remarks,  however,  do  not  apply  to  the 
fairer  part  of  creation,  who  watch  the  progress  of 
improvement,  in  dress  and  eti(iuette,  with  such 
diligence,  that  the  fashion  of  a  new  bonnet,  or  any 
deviation  in  the  mode  of  salutation,  or  of  visiting, 
in  Paris,  is  at  once  known  and  adopted  by  them. 
Hence,  the  change  in  the  fashion  of  their  habili- 
ments keeps  pace  with  the  ever-changing  modes 
which  are  imported  ;  and  hence,  the  belles  of 
Ci)i)eiiliagcn  are  as  justly  remarked  for  good  taste 
ill  dress,  as  for  fine  persons  and  graceful  manners. 
The  love  of  exercise,  or  the  desire  of  seeing  and 
being  seen,  or  perhaps  both,  induces  them  to  fre- 
(pient  the  public  walks,  in  great  numbers,  every 
fine  day  ;  where  they  are  admired  and  courted  by 
the  military  and  the  idle  young  men,  who  usually 
abound  in  most  of  the  large  cities  of  Europe. 
They  possess  the  facility  of  acquiring  languages, 
which  seems  to  be  peculiar  to  the  northern 
people;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with 
young  ladies  who  speak  three  or  four  different 
languages.  Indeed,  tlie  subject  both  of  male  and 
female  education  receives  here  that  attention  which 
its  great  importance  demands. 

The  safe  arrival  of  the  ship  from  Norway  seemed 
to  close  the  risk  on  this  adventure  ;  and  the 
occupation  it  immediately  gave,  in  assisting  to 
receive  and  sell  the  cargo,  was  a  very  pleasant 
one  ;  especially  as  coffee  was  of  ready  sale,  and 
bore  such  a  price  as  to  produce  a  very  handsome 
profit.     At  the  same  time  that  I  was  realising  the 


amount  of  this  property,  I  hail  accounts  from 
America  of  the  safe  arrival  there  of  that  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  my  Northwest  voyage,  which  had 
been  left  to  be  shijiped,  and  which,  combined  with 
this,  rendered  me,  as  to  pecuniary  affairs,  very 
independent. 

— ♦— 

CHAPTER  .\I. 

Hcinnrks. — Assnointed  witli  Mr.  Shalcr — I.cavp  Copenha- 
gen.— Airivo  .Tt  lliiniburg. — I'liichiiso  a  Vessel. — Deci- 
sion as  to  tlic  C'onimiinil  -Count  ile  Houissillon. — I'caco 
of  Amiens.— l>lseouraRin){  I'losiieets. — Vessel  near  being 
lost  in  the  River. — I'roeeeil  to  Sea. — Arrive  at  Grand 
t'atiaria.— -Vppcarance  nf  tlie  Town.— Departure. — Arri- 
val at  Uio  .Janeiro. — .Vu  Assassination.  —  Convent  of 
Denoilietines.— Day  of  Itio.— Do,  :irture. — Cape  Horn. — 
Lo.so  a  Man.— Arrive  at  Valparaiso. 

The  voyage,  which  was  begun  with  such  very 
coiitracte<l  means,  at  Havre  de  Grace,  in  the 
autumn  of  I7!*7,and  was  completed  by  my  arrival 
at  Copenhagen,  in  the  summer  of  1801,  had  been 
crowned  witii  a  success  far  surpassing  my  most 
sanguine  anticipations.  The  fortune  I  had  gained 
was  amply  sutticient  to  enable  mc  to  live  indepen- 
dently in  the  moderate  and  unostentatious  style 
which  I  proposed  to  myself.  But  1  had  Ijecn  too 
long  accustomed  to  a  life  of  activity  and  excito- 
nieiit,  to  be  reconciled  to  one  of  indulgence  and 
rep().se.  Indeed,  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that 
the  stimulus  for  engaginir  in  new  adventures,  and 
incurring  new  ri.sks,  is  in  reased  in  proportion  to 
the  success  attendant  on  the  preceding  ones.  This 
stimulus  with  mc  would  have  been  great  under 
any  circumstances  ;  but  when,  as  at  this  time,  1 
could  have,  as  my  associate  in  a  voyage  round  the 
world,  my  tried  friend  and  fellow-passenger  from 
the  Isle  of  France,  William  Slialer,  a  congenial 
s])irit,  the  temptation  was  irresistible.  On  our 
late  passage  together  we  had  discussed  the  project 
of  a  voyage  to  the  west  coast  of  America  ;  and, 
indeed,  we  had  so  far  agreed  upon  it,  as  to  make 
it  dependent  alone  on  the  circumstance  of  meeting 
a  suitable  American  vessel,  which  could  be  obtained 
at  a  reasonable  price.  None  such  being  procura- 
ble at  Copenhagen,  and  aware  of  the  extensive 
American  commerce  with  Hamburgh,  we  deter- 
mined to  proceed  to  that  city,  in  the  expectation 
of  procuring  such  a  one  as  we  desired. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  we  had  settled  our  busi- 
ness at  Copenhagen,  wo  took  passage  in  the  packet 
for  Kiel,  early  in  the  month  of  August ;  but  owing 
to  unceasing  adverse  winds,  our  progress  was  very 
slow.  Our  fellow-jiassengers  consisted  of  two 
Swedish  barons,  a  mUitairc  of  the  same  nation,  a 
Swi.ss  savaut,  and  three  Danish  merchants,  each 
of  whom  was  provided  with  au  enormous  pipe,  the 
frequent  use  of  which  seemed  to  be  no  trifling 
solace  during  the  tedious  hours  passed  on  board 
the  packet. 

After  having  been  four  days  on  board,  during 
which,  from  the  absence  of  every  comfort  of  ac- 
commodation and  food,  we  suffei-ed  greater  priva- 
tions than  arc  usually  experienced  on  a  passage 
across  the  Atlantic,  we  were  all  very  glad  to  be 
landed  on  the  Island  of  Femeren.  Here  we  took 
post-horses  for  Hamburgh,  and  arrived  there  on 
the  I4th  of  August.  We  had  some  doubts  whe- 
ther our  appearance,  having  had  no  opportunity  of 
making  our  toilettes  for  several  days,  was  not  so 
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much  against  ua  as  to  prevent  the  landlord's  ad- 
mitting us,  or  wiiotlier,  as  they  said,  their  houses 
were  so  full  that  they  could  not  ;  ior,  after  liaving 
unsucce?.sfiiily  tried  at  three  ditt'ero;it  hotels,  we 
were  finally  obliged  to  put  up  with  rooms  in  the 
fourth  story  of  the  Kranu'rampthuys.  Further 
observation,  however,  convinced  us  that  the  city 
was  uncommonly  crowded  ;  as,  in  iidiUtion  to  the 
multitude  of  strangers,  who  were  there  for  com- 
mercial purposes,  there  were  c  Mnputed  to  bo  thirty 
thousaiul  rrench  emigrants.  Hence  the  difficulty 
wo  experienced  in  finding  lodgings.  After  some 
days,  we  succeeded  in  procuring  rooms  at  a  private 
house  in  the  Great  St.  Michael's  street. 

It  was  soon  obvious  that  we  should  meet  with 
no  embarrassment  in  finding  here  a  vesi-ol  suited 
to  our  ])ur|iose  ;  for  the  number  of  American 
vessels  in  port  afforded  us  a  choice  almost  <.  jUal 
to  what  is  usual  in  any  one  of  the  great  com- 
mercial ports  in  the  United  States.  In  selecting 
one,  on  board  of  which  there  was  a  prospect  of 
passing  two  or  three  years,  and  in  countries  where 
repairs  and  articles  of  equipment  were  of  doubtful 
attainment,  it  was  important  to  unite  the  jjroperties 
of  strength,  durability  of  material,  swiftness  of 
cuiling,  capacity  for  carrying,  and  coiufortalilo  ac- 
commodations. .Such  a  one  was  offered  us  in  the 
brig  Lelia  Uyrd  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  of  a 
hundred  and  seventy-five  tons  burthen,  which  we 
purchased  at  a  fair  price. 

While  myfrien<l  and  associate  went  to  Bordeaux, 
to  settle  some  aH'airs  of  his  own,  I  reinained  at 
Hamburgh  to  attend  to  copi)ering  and  repairing 
the  vessel,  to  enlarging  and  improving  the  accom- 
modations, and  to  i)urclnising  the  cargo,  which  we 
had  agreed  should  be  enibarlied.  These  objects 
were  aecomplisiied  and  the  vessel  laden  by  tlie 
end  of  .Se]iteniber,  at  which  time  Mr.  Slialer 
I'eturncd  from  liordeaux.  It  now  liecanie  neces- 
sary to  set  about  shi])piiig  our  men  ;  Imt  before 
this  could  be  done  it  was  re(iuisitc  to  di>teriniiie 
which  of  us  sll>  ■  d  go  in  the  eajiaeity  of  master. 
As  both  were  ecj.ially  conipetiMit  to  tlie  task,  and 
neither  ambitious  of  it,  the  subjeet  hail  not  oven 
been  mentioned.  When  it  liecame  absolutelv 
necessary  to  settle  the  ipiestion,  we  agreed  to 
decide  it  by  lot.  The  decision  was  in  fav(.nr  of 
Mr.  Shaler,  who  took  command  and  enlisted  the 
nun,  while  I  emiiarked  in  the  capacity  of  su]ier- 
cargo,  but  with  tin  niiderstaniling  that  these  desig- 
nations were  only  for  fonus  :-iike  ;  and  that  the 
duties  of  each  station  were  to  )»  reciprocally  ]ier- 
formcd  by  each.  Oiir  interests  in  tin?  vessel  and 
in  the  cargo  lieing  eniial,  there  existi  1  no  inequa- 
lity in  our  powers,  or  in  the  profits,  of  whatever 
descrijition,  that  might  be  reali^i  ■!. 

Dnring  our  sojourn  at  Mamlinrg,  we  had  lie- 
come  acqnainteil  with  the  fount  de  RouiHsillon,  a 
yonng  Polish  nobleman,  of  sujierior  education  and 
talents.  Ho  had  fought  lor  the  liberty  of  his 
country,  as  aide-de-camp  to  the  unfortunate  K<is. 
ciusco ;  and  lieing  one  of  tlu^  proscribed,  was 
living  in  Hamburgh  on  slender  means,  and  without 
occupation.  I  n  tho.  society  of  a  gentleman  of  such 
intelligence,  accomplishments,  and  eom]ianionable 
traits,  we  knew  that  we  should  be  repaid  for  the 
additional  expenso  of  taking  him  as  a  vompajinon  ilr 
voy<i(/e,  and  wo  agreed  to  invite  him  to  accompany 
ufi  aH  such.  He  had  never  heen  at  sea,  and  a 
voyage  round  tho  world  to  a  man  like  liim,  reared 


in  the  interior  of  a  continent,  offered  such  attrac- 
tions that  he  acceded  to  the  proposal  not  only 
without  liesitation,  but  with  expressions  of  gi-rn* 
satisfaction  and  delight. 

Various  causes  tended  so  to  retard  our  labours, 
that  it  was  late  in  the  month  of  October  before 
everything  was  ready  for  our  departure.  In  the 
lueau  time  we  received  information  of  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  teriuination  of  tho  war  between 
France  and  England,  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  an 
event  which  had  a  most  inauspicious  bearing  on 
the  prost)oets  of  our  voyage.  The  commerce  of 
S|)aiii  w.  i.-r  colonies,  which  had  been  for  so 
many  years  annihilated  by  the  all-powerful  marine 
of  Great  Britain,  would  be  again  renewed.  By  the 
regular  introduction,  in  Sjianish  shiiis,  of  the 
manufacturer  of  Europe,  their  hitherto  exorbitant 
prices  would  be  reclueed,  which  would  proportion- 
ally lessen  the  inducement  which  had  before 
existed  for  obtaining  them  in  an  irregular  man- 
ner. It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  a  voyage  to 
Chili  and  Peru  could  now  be  made  only  under  the 
most  discouraging  auspices ;  as  the  same  cause 
which  operated  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  supply 
themselves  with  manuf;-.:'iures,  would  also  operate 
greatly  to  increase  the  danger  to  foreign  vesseb, 
by  the  increased  immber  and  vigilance  of  the 
(/iiardacostds,  hitherto  confined  to  tiseir  ports  by 
the  presence  of  a  superior  hostile  force.  But  a  , 
retreat  in  this  advanced  state  of  the  business,  by 
a  resale  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  could  not  bo 
effected  without  great  loss  ;  and  although  this 
I'.ight  have  been  the  most  prudent  part,  we  could 
not  reconcile  our  minds  to  it;  and,  tliOi'eforc, 
deti-rmined  to  prosecute  the  voyage.  [ 

Before  we  Could  act  on  this  decision,  all  our 
embarrassments  and  fears  for  the  future  came 
very  near  being  terminated  by  the  loss  of  the 
vessel,  while  yet  in  the  river.  The  day  after  licr 
anchoring  off  Gluekstadt,  whither  she  had  been 
taken  by  the  lulot,  a  tremendous  sterm  occurred, 
which  brought  in  the  tide  so  as  to  inundate  all 
the  lower  part  of  the  city.  Tho  damage  in  the 
river,  by  tho  loss  and  injury  of  vessels  and  the 
destruction  of  proporty,  was  very  great.  Our 
vessel  dragijed  her  anchors  some  distance,  and 
was  ill  iniiiiinent  danger  of  going  on  the  piers  of 
Gliieksta<lt,  where  a  total  loss  wool  i  probably 
have  ensueil.  due"  cable  ]iarted,and  tho  pilot  was 
urgent  for  cutting  away  the  masts,  but  tho  mate 
Would  not  consent,  and  we  finally  escaped  with 
only  tho  loss  of  the  steriiboat,  which  was  taken 
from  the  davits  by  the  violence  of  tlie  sea. 

Having  recovered  our  anchor,  and  purchased  a 
new  boat,  we  took  the  first  favourable  opportunity 
to  proceed  down  the  river,  and  after  a  temporary 
anelioring  at  Cuxliaveii,  put  to  sea  on  the  8tli  of 
November,  1801,  in  eonipaiiy  with  a  dozen  sail  of 
ships  and  brigs,  which  like  ourselves  were  bound 
to  the  westward.  The  superiority  of  sailing  of 
the  I.elia  llyrd  was  soon  niauilest,  as,  at  the 
ex]iiration  of  four  hours,  but  two  of  the  number 
that  sailed  with  us  were  discernible  from  the  deck, 
having  been  left  far  astern.  The  wiiul  throughout 
the  iiii;ht  and  the  next  day  was  light  and  variable, 
and  our  jirogress  in  C(inse(|uenco  so  slow,  that  we 
did  not  jiass  Dover  till  the  lUth,  off  which  we 
were  boarded  by  a  boat  from  that  place,  with  the 
oiler  of  [lilotage,  or  of  forwarding  letters  ;  neither 
of  which  servictiH  had  wo  any  occasion  for.     Pro- 
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cecding  on  our  course,  we  passed  in  sight  of  the 
Isle  of  Usliant  with  a  line  breeze  at  nortii-west ; 
and,  witliout  any  occurrence  worthy  of  notice, 
came  in  sight  of  the  island  of  Grand  Canaria,  on 
the  2!Uli,  where,  although  only  twenty  days  out, 
we  determined  to  stop  for  an  additional  supply  of 
fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  We  therefore  anchored 
next  morning  in  twelve  fathoms,  sandy  bottctm, 
about  three  miles  from  the  town,  which,  from  tliis 
position,  presented  a  very  pleasing  and  somewhat 
imposing  ajipearanee. 

After  the  customary  visit  from  the  public  au- 
thorities, Messrs.  Shaler,  Rouissillon,  and  myself, 
accompanied  by  tlie  captain  of  thei)ort,as  fi  ■crojir, 
went  on  shore  to  sec  the  town,  and  to  ascertain  if 
our  wants  could  be  supplied  without  losing  too 
much  time.  We  dined  with  the  ca|>tain  of  tlie 
))()rt,  who  engaged  to  pi'ocure  for  us  the  stores  of 
which  we  had  need.  I'alma  de  Canaria,  whitli  is 
the  i..ime  of  tile  town,  is  the  most  consideral)le 
place  on  the  island,  nunib(>ring  about  twelve  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  who  are  a  hardy  and  \dustrious 
race,  '.iviiig  principally  by  tin'  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  It  IS  the  residence  of  a  bishop,  whose  reve- 
nue is  said  to  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  The  town  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a 
plain  at  the  foot  of  the  ninuntains,  and  on  the  east 
side  of  the  island.  The  cathedral  is  built  of  stone, 
aii<l  of  ilimensions  and  site  which  make  it  the  most 
conspicuous  olijret  on  apjiroaehing  the  town  fmni 
sea.  The  iiishop's  palace,  the  hospital,  and  tin? 
convents,  of  whieh  there  are  three  of  nuns  and 
two  of  friars,  make  an  im])iising  a]ii"'aranco  ;  but 
the  ])rivate  houses  in  wiiicli  wealth,  if  it  exists,  is 
usually  displayed,  do  not  generally  afford  |irools 
of  ease  and  indeiiendence  in  tlir  circumstances  of 
their  proprietors.  \\'e  fimnd  ;irovisions  of  all 
kinds  to  be  extremely  scarce  ai.  1  ('ear.  Three- 
fourths  if  a  dollar  was  the  price  of  a  moderate- 
sized  fowl,  and  sheep  and  |)igs  in  prop(U'iion. 
Under  these  cireumstanees,  we  took  on  board  no 
greater  snjiply  than  would  be  sutli<'ient  to  last  us 
to  Rio  .laneiro,  where  we  had  determined  to  stop, 
with  some  hope  of  being  aijle  there  to  dispose  of 
our  cargo. 

(hi  the  2d  of  December,  having  made  our  ae- 
kiiowledgments  to  the  captain  of  the  port  fer  bi.i 
civilities  and  taken  leave  of  him,  we  went  ":;  l)oard, 
weighed  anchor,  and  made  all  sail  to  the  southward. 
The  trade-winds  were  unusually  light,  the  sea  pro- 
portionally smooth,  and  the  weather  serene  and 
pleasant.  Nevertheless,  our  little  vessel  felt  the 
impulse  of  the  slightest  breeze,  and  would  mjiki? 
coiisidi-rablc  progress  at  times  when  many  vessels 
coiilil  not  keep  steerage  way  ;  hence  we  had  no 
apprehension  of  long  delay  in  passing  the  calm 
latitudes.  On  the  2lllh,  having  ci'ossed  lht>  eipia- 
tor  in  longitude  2t)"  west,  wc  soon  took  tlie  south- 
east trade-wind,  which  for  several  day',  blew  with 
such  strength  as  obliged  lis  to  singl(>  re.-f  our  top- 
sails. As  is  usual  in  advancing  southward,  the 
wind  became  more  easterly,  whieh.  eiialiling  us  to 
set  (;ur  studding-sails,  carried  us  onward  at  tlie 
rate  of  ti'U  to  eleven  miles  an  hour,  for  several 
days  in  suecession,  and  gave  us  promise  of  soon 
reaching  iiiir  destined  port.  Cn  tin  1st  of  January, 
1H02,  we  canu'  in  sight  of  I'api-  I'lio,  and  next 
day,  towards  evening,  came  to  anchor  in  seven 
fiitiioms,  outside  the  fm't  of  Santa  Cruz,  it  being 
calm  nnd  the  tide  setting  against  us. 


Soon  after  anchoring  we  were  visited  by  the 
captain  of  the  port,  accompanied  by  an  oflicer 
from  the  guardship,  who,  after  making  themselves 
ac(|uainted  with  the  object  of  our  .'sit,  desired  us 
to  remain  in  our  present  position  till  the  will  of 
ti.jo'  superiors  should  be  made  known  to  us  in  the 
morning.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  sea-breeze 
set  in,  th>?  captain  of  the  port  again  came  on  board 
with  tile  re((uisite  permission  ♦o  enter  the  port. 
Then,  weighing  anchor,  he  conducted  us  to  a  very 
snug  berth  within  the  llha  das  Cobras,  wliere  we 
moored  near  an  American  and  a  Danish  ship,  the 
only  foreigners  in  port,  and  where  we  appeared  to 
be  perfectly  sheltered  from  the  influence  of  any  of 
the  storms  or  hurricanes  which  are  peculiar  to  the 
tropical  regions. 

The  next  morning  we  were  visited,  with  much 
formality,  by  the  munici|'  .1  .iUthorities,  accom- 
l)anied  by  the  interprete)  to  .ascertain  the  con- 
dition of  our  vessel,  anc'  to  know  our  wants  ;  in 
order  that,  from  their  report  to  superior  authority, 
it  "light  be  decided  how  long  we  shouW  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  port.  Aware  of  the  jealousy 
of  the  government  towards  all  foreigners,  and 
their  ])ractice  of  rigidly  enforcing  the  law  for  the 
exclusion  of  any  other  Hag  than  their  own,  except 
in  cases  of  emergency,  wc  presumed  the  time 
granted  to  us  would  be  very  limited,  and  were 
therefore  very  well  satisHed,  when  it  was  announced 
to  us,  that  the  Viceroy  permitted  us  to  remain 
eight  days.  This  was  ample  time  to  fill  nj)  our 
water-casks,  to  procure  a  supply  of  stock,  vege- 
tables, and  fruit,  and  to  asc(>rtain  if  it  were  pos. 
sible  to  dispose  of  our  cargo  to  some  one  of  the 
traders  who  were  here  from  the  JV.or  I'late. 

Having  at  length  obtained  lea.e  to  go  on  shore, 
we  readily  availed  ourselves  of  it,  although  with 
the  incumbrance  of  a  soldier  constantly  following 
us  ;  in,:;  during  our  stay,  were  we  at  any  time  on 
shore  without  lieing  thus  watched.  Nevertheless, 
as  there  were  no  limits  to  our  wandering  about 
the  city,  we  visited  nearly  every  part  of  it.  We 
passed  one  evening  at  the  theatre.  The  company 
w.'is  numerous,  orderly,  well-dressed,  and  appa- 
renily  respectable.  I'lieir  jiatience  was  put  to  the 
t.-st  iiy  his  Kxcellency  the  Vicimy,  before  whose 
arrival  the  curtain  could  not  lie  raised,  and  who 
kejit  them  waiting  till  jiast  ('iglit  o'clock.  When 
he  entered  his  box,  all  rose,  with  their  faces  to- 
wards  him  ;  at  the  same  time  the  music  sinicl  w]) 
a  favourite  air.  After  this,  a  comedy  in  tive  acts 
was  jierformed,  succeeded  by  a  ballet,  which  gave 
geiii'ral  satisfaction,  and  which  detained  us  till  past 
midnight. 

On  the  third  day  after  our  arrival  oeing  ...  one 
of  the  large  streets  of  the  city  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  the  linguist,  who!  .  1  liad  accident- 
ally met  there,  1  perceived  a  man  carried  liy  in  th*^ 
arms  of  two  others  ;  his  clothes  were  very  bloody, 
and  he  a|>peared  to  be  dying.  On  in(|uiriiig  what 
accident  had  liai>pened  to  him,  I  was  tolil,  with 
much  sdiin  froiil,  that  he  had  just  been  stabbed, 
and  that  tiie  perpetrator  of  the'deed  had  escaped. 
The  linguist  seemed  to  receive  the  infonnation 
witii  as  little  enu)tion  as  if  it  were  a  circumstance 
of  every  day's  occurrence.  Yet,  it  is  apparent 
liiat  no  people  are  more  attached  to  life  ;  and,  if 
the  crime  of  murder  were  held  in  as  general  ab- 
liorrence  as  in  many  other  countrieB,  it  would  bo 
of  equally  rare  occurrence.     But,  in  this  country, 
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the  assassin  generally  escapes  with  imi)unity  ;  anil 
this  encourages  a  repetition  of  the  crime  on  every 
trifling  provocation. 

In  one  of  our  morning  walks,  Mr.  Rouiasillon 
and  myself  wont  to  the  convent  of  Henedictines, 
whiel'.  is  beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  facing 
the  harbour.  .Seeing one  of  tli"  monks  at  the  door 
of  the  cliapel,  who  spoke  Italian,  Mr.  Uouis.sillon 
made  known  to  him  our  desire  of  seeing  the  inte- 
rior of  the  convent,  when  he  very  civilly  expressed 
tlio  pleasure  he  should  take  in  showing  it  to  us. 
We  were  first  conducted  through  the  chai)e], 
which,  as  usual  in  these  establishments,  is  the 
pride  of  the  fraternity.  The  ju-ofusion  of  orna- 
ments and  gold  about  the  altar,  which  strikes  the 
i>ye  on  first  entering,  is  very  grand  and  imposing, 
and  probably  produces  the  reverential  ett'ect 
intended  on  the  majority  of  those  who  worship 
there.  Contiguous  to  the  chapel  is  a  small  room, 
used  exclusively  as  the  de])ositary  of  some  relics 
of  a  saint,  whoso  history,  and  even  name,  I  have 
forgotten.  Following  our  conductor,  we  passed 
up  a  flight  of  stairs  to  the  cells  and  the  dining- 
room.  The  former  are  about  twelve  feet  scjuare, 
with  one  window,  and  are  furnished  each  with  a 
bed,  a  chair,  and  a  table  of  ontinary  mamifacturo. 
The  latter  is  about  sixty  feet  by  thirty,  with  small 
windows  near  the  ceiling.  On  one  side,  about 
midway  of  the  room,  is  a  pulpit,  from  which  one 
of  the  brothers  reads  a  sermon,  or  homily,  while 
the  others  are  engaged  at  their  meal. 

On  the  same  floor,  and  in  a  deligiitful  room,  the 
large  windows  of  which  open  upon  t'le  harbour,  is 
the  library  containing  from  ten  to  twe.ve  thousand 
volumes,  niostl}  m  tlie  French,  Italian,  and  Latin 
languages.  My  friend  evinced  so  familiar  an  ac- 
<|uaintance  with  many  of  these  works,  that  tlie 
monk,  who  accompanied  us,  was  much  astonished. 
This  we  discovered  by  his  remarking  it  to  a  bro- 
ther then  ill  the  room,  and  taking  occasion  to  con- 
trast the  ignorance  and  indifference  to  literature 
of  their  own  countrymen  with  the  intelligenco  and 
laudable  curiosity  of  these  foreign  youths.  Tbi- 
revenue  of  this  fraternity  is  saiil  to  be  very  \:  r;;  , 
from  sugar  and  coffee  jilantations.  They  number 
about  forty  good  healthy-looking  men,  who  may  be 
8U])posed  to  bo  leading  iiiiioci;nt  lives,  but,  cer- 
tainly to  appearance,  very  useless  ones.  On  tak. 
iiig  leave  of  our  good-natured  conductor,  he  very 
civilly  inviteil  ns  to  come  again.  The  public,  or 
royal  garden,  which  is  a'oout  two  miles  south-east 
from  the  city,  and  on  the  bonier  of  tlu^  bay,  is  sus- 
ceiitilile  (if  being  made  a  beautiful  walk  ami  lounge, 
as  it  is  shaded  with  many  fine  trees,  and  is  open  to 
the  full  iutluence  of  the  sea-bree/.e  ;  but  it  is  in  a 
dilajiiilated  state,  is  much  ueglected,  and  but  little 
fre(|uented. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  nunc  beautiful  tlnn 
tlio  picture  presented  on  entering  the  Hay  of  Kio 
Janeiro.  On  the  left  is  the  remarkable  high  rock, 
in  the  form  of  a  sugar-loaf,  inclining  north  very 
considerably  from  a  iierpeudicular,  and  boundiiig 
that  side  of  tho  entrance.  On  tlu^  right  is  the 
formidable  and  b(<autifiil  fortress  of  Santa  Cruz, 
near  to  whose  walls  Hlii]is  ninst|)ass  to  keep  in  the 
deep  water,  and  from  which  they  are  hailed  by  the 
sentry.  In  front,  and  apparently  in  ini<l-paHsiige, 
is  a  small  rocky  island,  on  which  is  a  buttery  ;  and 
beyond  this  is  the  bay,  of  too  great  extent  yet 
to  discern  the  extremity.     I'assiiig  liclweeii  this 


small  island  and  the  point  of  Santa  Cruz,  the 
bay  is  entered,  and  the  scenery  becomes  more  pic- 
turesque. On  one  side,  the  city,  with  its  churches, 
its  convents,  its  palace  and  liouses,  and  a  battery, 
occupy  the  front  jiround.  In  the  rear,  and  at'a 
greater  elevation,  is  seen  the  a(|ueduct,  constructed 
with  two  tiers  of  arches.  On  the  other  side  are 
irregular  hills,  beautifully  clothed  in  verdure,  on 
several  of  which  are  perched  neat  white  chapelH 
and  convents,  whose  inhabitants  seem  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  rest  of  the  world.  Beyond  these, 
the  horizon  is  limited  by  a  range  of  singularly  un- 
even mountains,  which,  from  the  resemblance,  are 
called  the  Organ-pipes.  In  the  bay,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  city,  are  seen  tho  ships  of  war,  be- 
yond which,  and  beliind  the  Ilhadas  Cobras,  wliicli 
forms  the  inner  harliour,  is  the  forest  of  masts  of 
the  merchant  shijis.  Tho  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween the  city  and  St.  Domingo  an<l  I'raya  Crandc, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  by  means  of  nu- 
merous .small  sail-boats,  gives  life  and  animation 
to  the  scene,  a. d  an  harmonious  finish,  which 
renders  it  perfectly  beautiful. 

The  city  itself,  independently  of  its  natural  ad- 
vantages, and  the  beautiful  scenery  by  which  it  is 
environed,  has  nothing  to  recommend  it  to  the 
stranger's  attention.  Its  palace  is  of  ordinary 
construction,  neither  remarkable  for  size  nor  ar- 
chitectural proportions.  The  convents,  like  all 
buildings  of  that  description,  have  the  appearance 
of  ])risons.  T  he  cathedral,  being  only  partly  built, 
had  neither  shaj)©  nor  comeliness.  The  houses, 
generally,  ajipeared  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  cli- 
mate ;  but  1  observed  nothing  in  the  exterior  of 
any  of  them,  which  would  indicate  tho  wealth 
which  is  attributed  to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  a(|ucduct,  by  whicli  tiie  city  is  supjilied  with 
water,  is  decidedly  the  most  useful,  and  probably 
the  most  costly,  imblic  work  to  be  seen  here.  It 
commences  near  the  Corcovado,  wliere  the  waters 
are  collected  in  a  covered  reservoir,  and  are 
thence  convey ei'.  into  the  canal,  in  which,  ju'o- 
tectcd  from  the  heat  of  tho  sun,  tlii^y  reach  the  city 
without  losing  their  freshness. 

Finding  that  we  could  not  dis]iose  of  our  cargo 
here,  and  liaving  jirovided  the  stores  re((uisite  for 
the  passage  to  the  Chilian  coast,  there  was  no  in- 
dueement  to  ]trolong  our  stay  beyond  the  tinic 
limite(l  at  our  entry.  Wo  therefore,  on  the  illli, 
cleared  out  at  the  custom-house,  ami  moved  the 
vi>Hsel  from  the  harbour  into  tlie  bay,  that  we 
might  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  tlu?  laiiil- 
bree/.e  early  tlie  following  morning.  Having  ap- 
prised till'  captain  of  the  port  of  this  intention,  he 
came  on  board  in  good  season,  and  conducted  us 
out  till  ]iast  the  castle,  when  ho  took  leave  with 
the  customary  salutation,  and  we  pursued  our 
course  to  the  south. 

Tlie  occurrences  during  this  passage,  with  one 
melancholy  exception,  were  as  uninteresting  as  is 
common  on  such  voyages.  The  change  of  latitude 
brings  a  change  of  weather,  and  this  causes  tlu- 
most  important,  if  not  the  only  variety  in  the  daily 
routine — that  of  reducing  and  spreading  sail  more  |l 
fre(|uently,  as  we  advanci^  toward  the  stormy  jia- 
rallel.  On  the  Ist  day  of  February  wo  saw  land  ' 
to  the  westward,  being  in  latitude  5-4°  10' south.  ; 
Hut,  having  head-winds  for  si^veral  sneceediiig 
days,  We  made  scarcely  any  progress  till  tli<'  Olli, 
when  wo  took  u  breeze  froi.i  nortli-west,  which, 
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after  a  few  hours,  came  from  north-east ;  and 
next  day,  from  east-north-east,  from  whence  it 
continued  a  tino  breeze  throughout  the  day,  and 
increasing  in  the  night,  so  as  to  oblige  us  to  take 
in  top-gallant  sails,  and,  before  morning,  to  reef 
our  top.sail8. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  ])orceivcd  the 
water  to  be  discoloured,  and  soon  after  saw  Capo 
Horn  to  the  westward,  distant  nine  or  ten  leagues. 
Soon  after,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  south-south- 
east,  and  thence  to  south-south-west,  blowing  in 
squalls,  with  great  violence,  which  obliged  us  to 
furl  the  foretop-sail  and  close  reef  the  main  one. 
While  engaged  on  the  latter,  we  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  John  Green,  a  Norwegian,  who  fell 
from  the  yard,  struck  his  head  against  the  n^ain 
ohiiiiis,  and  fell  into  the  sea.  He  was  seen  but  a 
moment,  his  head  very  bloody,  and  then  disap- 
peared. An  immediate  and  general  rush  was  made 
to  clear  away  the  boat,  but  a  moment's  reflection 
was  sufHeient  to  satisfy  every  one,  that  the  boat 
cou'd  not  fail  to  be  swamped  immediately  in  the 
higl.,  and  very  irregular  sea,  which  had  been  cre- 
ated by  the  sudden  shifting  of  the  wind.  Nor,  had 
it  been  otherwise,  would  it  have  been  of  any  avail, 
as  the  blow  on  the  luuid  must  h.ave  been  fatal. 
Thus  perished,  in  an  instant,  an  excellent  young 
man,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  vigour  of  health  and 
spirits,  beloved  by  his  shipmates,  and  highly  prized 
by  the  master  and  officers.  This  distressing  event 
cast  a  gloom  on  the  spirits  of  all  on  board,  which 
was  not  entirely  effaced  during  the  remainder  of  the 
passage,  nor  till  now  scenes  and  new  avocations,  in 
a  d(!gree,  obliterated  the  recollections  of  the  past. 

We  began  now  to  ex])erience  a  specimen  of  that 
tempestuous  weather  for  which  Cape  Horn  is  so 
justly  famed.  Hard  and  continued  gales  from  tlu- 
westward,  during  which  we  could  only  lie  to ;  some 
days  so  cold,  although  in  midsummer,  that  the 
sleet  and  snow  lay  on  the  weather  side  of  the  mast 
till  iiast  noon.  At  length,  after  having  contended 
more  than  a  week  with  adverse  winds  and  boiste- 
rous weather,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  a  favour- 
able change,  which  continuing,  without  other  inci- 
dent worthy  of  note,  carried  us  to  the  May  of 
Valparaiso,  where  we  arrived  on  the  'J  Itli  day  of 
February,  1802,  forty-tivi^  days  from  Hio  Janeiro, 
and,  including  stoppages,  one  hundred  and  eight 
diiys  since  leaving  the  I'^liie. 


ClIArTLIl  XII. 

American  Vessels  iit  Vnlpnrniw).— I'ormisslon  tn  iibtnin 
Hiippllea.— Threat  nf  tlio  Cinitaiiilli'iU'rnl.— Cimtiiiveisy 
lietween  the  (iiiveriKir  ami  I'iiptiihi  Uowim — Arrest  ami 
ImpriHomiK'nt  nf  Amerieiuis — rriparatimi  fur  llnstili- 
tics,— Anger  nf  the  (ioverniir.— Heteriiihieil  on  Vcn- 
Ki'iinee — His  Treaehery.— Captiiro  (if  the  Shiii  Hazard. 
— Imprisonnienl  nf  Unwan.— ('nrri'Hponileiiee  witli  tlic 

•  ■.iplain-iKiicrnl.— Kcfi'r  mir  iicpiirtiiie — Sol/iire  of  niir 
Vi'Hsel — InterniRatorh'H (liir  \  e.ssel  iVNtiired  to  ns — 

•  hiliT  nf  tlie  Ciiptain-l.eiu'riil  tn  leave  the  I'nrt.— I'rnpn- 
sllinii  fiiini  the  Cnllectnr.— UcfuK'tl.— Uetiirn  nf  the 
actual  (invcrniir.  — interview  and  civil  Heception.— 
Oi'partnre. 

V.s  entering  tin?  Day  of  Valparaiso,  we  were 
lioanled  by  a  naval  oliicer  from  a  yntiriluci>»ta, 
tlii'ii  lying  in  port,  lie  desired  us  not  to  cast 
niiclior  till  the  captain  had  presented  himself  to 


the  governor  and  obtained  his  permission.  Con- 
sequently, while  Mx\  Shaler  accompanied  this 
oHicer  to  Uie  governor,  we  lay  off  and  on  in  the 
bay.  More  than  an  hour  had  elapsed  before  his 
return  with  a  permission  to  anchor,  and  to  remain 
till  'a  reply  could  be  received  from  the  captain- 
general  at  Santiago,  to  our  re(|uest  for  leave  to 
su])ply  our  wants,  for  which  a  despatch  was  to  bo 
forwarded  immediately. 

We  were  surprised  to  find  no  less  than  four 
American  vessels  lying  here,  viz.  the  ship  Hazard 
of  Providence,  on  a  voyage  similar  to  our  own,  de- 
tained on  suspicion  of  being  English,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  being  armed  ;  the  ship  Miantinomo 
and  schooner  Oiieco  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  each 
with  valuable  cargoes  of  seal  skins  taken  at  the 
Island  of  Masafucra,  both  detained,  and  finally  con- 
fiscated, on  a  charge  of  having  supplied  English 
privateers,  then  on  the  coast,  with  provisions 
which  they  had  obtained  at  Taleahuana  ;  and  the 
ship  Tryal,  of  Nantucket,  a  whaler,  also  detained 
for  alleged  illicit  trade.  If  we  were  surprised  to 
meet  so  many  of  our  countrymen  here,  we  were 
equally  mortified,  and  in  some  degree  alarmed  for 
our  own  safety,  to  find  them  all  under  seizure. 
Yet,  while  we  violated  no  law  and  required  no 
other  than  the  privileges  secured  to  us  by  treaty, 
we  could  not  believe  that  we  should  be  molested. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  governor's  messenger 
had  been  despatched,  a  reply  was  rec(>ived  from 
the  captjiin-general,  the  purport  of  which  was,  tluxt 
our  passage  had  been  so  good  that  we  could  not 
be  in  want  of  provisions,  if  we  had  provideil  such 
quantity  in  Europe  as  we  ought  to  have  done, 
IJut  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  our  wants  were  as 
urgent  as  re])resented,  the  mode  by  which  we  pro- 
posed ])a\  ing  for  them,  by  a  bill  on  Paris,  was 
inadniissilile  ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  his  excel- 
lency's order  that  wi!  shouhl  leave  the  port  at  the 
expiration  of  twenty-fimr  hours  after  this  notifi. 
cation.  On  remonstrating  with  the  governor,  and 
pointing  out  to  him  the  inhu  iiy  of  driving  ns 
to  sea,  while  in  )U)ssession  ol  mall  a  supply  of 
the 'first  necessaries  of  life,  In  ■  ry  r^  luetantly 
consented  to  our  remaining  aiiniher  post  ;  and 
even  [iromised  to  make  a  more  favourajjli-  r.  port 
on  the  urgency  of  our  necessities  than  iie  had 
done.  Hut  as  the  order  was  reiterated,  we  doubte' 
his  having  performed  his  promise,  and  therefore 
determined  to  write  directly  to  the  captain-general. 

In  conformity  with  this  decision  Mr.  Shaler  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  captain-general,  in  the 
.Spanish  language,  expressing  his  surprise  at  the 
order  for  his  departure,  without  affording  him  the 
supjilies  which  were  iiidis])ensable,  and  for  which 
provision  had  been  made  by  treaty.  "  Presuming 
that  his  Exci^llency's  intentions  had  been  mis- 
conceived by  the  governor,  ho  had  ventured  to 
disobey  the  order,  and  to  remain  in  port  till  the 
reception  of  his  Excellency's  reply."  A  iironijit 
and  very  polite  answer  to  the  letter  was  received, 
granting  us  ]ierniission  to  supply  ourselves  witli 
everything  we  desired  ;  and,  what  was  very  extra- 
ordinary, giving  us  further  permission,  which  had 
not  been  asked,  of  selling  so  much  of  the  cargo  as 
would  lie  Kuflieient  to  pay  for  the  supplies.  After 
which,  he  desired  we  would  leave  the  port  imme- 
diately ;  and  added,  that  if  we  entered  any  other 
port  on  the  coiist,  we  should  bo  treated  aa  con- 
tra bandists. 
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SECOND  VOYAGE.— LELIA   BYUD. 


Tlie  latter  paragraph  of  his  Excellency's  letter 
evidently  conveyed  a  donbt  in  his  mind,  whether 
our  destination  and  the  object  of  our  voyage  was 
what  we  had  stated  it  to  be.  But  having  subjected 
ourselves  to  the  mortification  of  having  the  correct- 
ness of  our  statement  doubted,  there  seemed  to  bo 
no  other  remedy  than  patience  and  foriiearanee.  At 
any  rate,  our  embarrassments  were  more  entirely 
relieved  than  we  had  anticipated.  We  procured 
our  provisions  and  paid  fortli'Mn  in  manufactures, 
and  were  engaged  in  settling  our  accounts  pre- 
paratory to  our  departure  on  the  morrow,  having 
already  exceeded  a  month  since  our  arrival. 

Ikit  we  were  unconscious  of  what  a  day  would 
bring  forth,  and  entirely  unprei)ai'ed  for  a  train 
of  unfortunate  events,  in  which  every  American 
in  ])ort  was  more  or  less  involved.  It  aiii)eared 
that  a  ])art  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Hazard  con- 
sisted of  muskets.  These  were  deiuamled  by  the 
governor  on  pretext  of  being  contraband  of  war, 
and  were  very  properly  refused  by  Ca|)tain  Rowan, 
who  stated  to  the  governor  that  th  y  were  talien  on 
hoard  at  a  neutral  port,  that  they  were  not  dcstimil 
to  any  port  of  the  euemiesof  .Spain,  and  that  they  did 
not  come  under  the  sixteenth  article  of  the  treaty. 

During  our  stay  here  we  had  ascertained  that 
the  actual  governor  of  the  i)lace  was,  with  his 
family,  ou  a  visit  to  the  cajtital,  and  that  the  jier- 
8on  with  whom  we  liad  lieeii  treating,  and  who 
represented  here  the  majesty  of  Spain,  Don  .\nto- 
nio  Francisco  Oarcia  (.  arrasco,  was  an  ofticer  of 
inferior  grade,  acting  as  governor  during  the  ab- 
sence of  his  superior.  Don  Antonio  was  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  of  pleasing  manners,  of  prepos- 
sessing countenance,  and  apjiarently  of  amiable 
disiiosition  -.  l)nt  of  no  <Iecision  of  character,  of 
contracted  mind,  imfiV'd  up  with  vanity,  and  con- 
founded at  the  auilacity  that  should  dare  to  refuse 
compliance  vvith  an  order  given  in  the  name  of 
his  king  :  indeed,  in  his  person,  character,  and 
capacities,  there  was  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
portrait  drawn  by  ("ervantes  of  the  celebrated 
governor  of  IJarataria. 

'file  priile  of  the  governor  was  evidently  wounile(| 
by  the  refusal  of  Uowan  to  ol)ey  his  (lemand  of 
the  muskets  ;  and  his  subsei|uent  measures  to 
obtain  them  were  caleulafi'd  to  exhibit  his  folly, 
and  to  increase  bis  miu'tilication  and  hostile  fci'j- 
ings.  To  suppose,  with  his  fe(-ble  means,  that  be 
could  coerce  a  eom|iliance  with  his  demand,  was 
to  suppose  the  .American  to  be  as  great  a  poltroon 
as  himseir.  As  fur,  however,  as  the  altem|)t  could 
prove  it,  he  cei't;iinly  diil  e\p«et  to  do  so. 

The  trooi)s  of  the  garrison,  about  thirty  in  inim- 
ber,  with  drums  beating  and  eoimirs  Ilisplayed, 
were  seen  mareliiiig  from  the  castle  to  the  sea- 
shore, in  tlie  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the 
muskets  had  Ihmmi  refused.  Rowan,  who  was  on 
the  alert,  saw  them  embark  in  a  large  laum-h, 
accompanied  by  the  govi-rnor,  and  prepan-d  him- 
self for  resistance.  The  launch,  which  with  rowi'rs 
nnd  soldiers  was  excessively  crowded,  approacheil 
the  Hazard  with  the  royafeolours  flying.  When 
within  hail  of  the  ship,  the  governor  stood  up,  and 
demanded  if  he  miglit  come  on  board.  Uowan 
rejilied,  that  he  should  be  happy  to  be  honoured 
with  his  company,  but  that  he  would  not  permit 
any  one  of  his  soldiers  to  come  on  board.  The 
launch  approached  nearer  to  tho  ship,  to  enable 
tile  pni'ties   to   converse  with  more   ease.     The 


governor  again  formally  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  arms,  and  was  again  refused.  lie  remon- 
strated, and  urged  the  consequences  of  resisting 
the  authority  of  the  king's  representative.  Uut 
it  was  all  unavailing  ;  and  i)erceiviiig  that  neither 
threats  nor  persuasion  had  the  desired  efl'ect,  that 
armed  sentries  were  stationed  at  the  gangways  of 
the  shiji,  and  the  proper  ju'ecautions  taken  again.^t 
a  coup  de  main,  he  returned  to  the  shore  with  his  j 
soldiers,  deeply  mortified,  excessively  irritated,  luid 
vowing  vengeance.  I 

Hut  it  is  not  unusual,  that  what  is  done  in  tlic 
moment  of  great  excitement  is  not  of  the  ino-t  ' 
judicious  eharactcir  ;  and  that  by  siitfering  our-  '' 
selves  to  be  controlled  by  our  passions,  we  commit  j 
acts  which  increase  the  absurdity  of  a  ridiculous 
position,  and  augment  our  embarrassments.    This 
was  precisely  the   ease  with  the  governor  in  this 
instance.      SVithout    adverting    to    consequer-fes.  ; 
liiit  intluenced  by  the  violence  of  his  passion,  hi, 
immediately  on  landing,  ordered  every  Americiii  I 
who  could  be  I'omid  on  shore   to  bo  arrested  and 
shut  up   in  the  castle.     Shaler,  Rouissillon,  and  . 
myself,  being  of  this  number,  were  accordin).'h 
arrested,  and,  with  four  others  of  our  countrymen,  ;i 
were  marched  to  pris    i  in  charge  of  a  file  of  sid- 
diers,  who,  by  their  conver.sation  during  the  time, 
evinced  that  their  feelings  were  in   unison  with 
those  of  the  governor. 

At  the  same  time  with  tlie  order  for  our  arrest, 
and  as  if  to  consummate  his  folly,  the  governor 
made  another  attem]it  to  intimidate,  by  orderin;,' 
the  eajitain  of  a  large  Spanish  ship,  wliieh  nuiuntid 
eighteen  heavy  guns  betwixt  decks,  to  bring  his 
broad>ide  to  bear  on  the  Hazard,  and  to  order  her 
colours  to  be  hauled  down  in  token  of  sid)mission, 
on  ]icMaUy  of  being  sunk.  After  what  had  occur- 
red, to  make  such  a  threat  without  daring  to  take 
the  ri'sponsibility  of  executing  it,  served  only  to 
increase  the  awkwardness  of  the  governor's  jiosi- 
tioii.  While  all,  both  on  shore  and  on  board  tlio 
shi])ping,  were  watebii:g  with  intense  interest  tlio 
result  of  this  threat,  a  man  was  observed  on  board 
the  Hazar<l  eiigagec',  in  nailing  the  colours  to  tlio 
mast.  A  more  sigiiilieant  r(|ily  could  not  possild) 
be  made.  The  goveriioi'  was  foiled  ;  and  a  calm 
succeeded  the  storm,  during  the  tim(>  required  to 
despatch  a  courier  to  the  ea])tain-general,  and  to 
receive  bis  iiistruetions  in  the  ease. 

( >iir  :iri'est  |iic  \ eiited  our  sailing,  as  wo  intended 
to  do.  the  same  ■  veiling.  Having  p.'issed  a  nwM 
iineomi'  riable  n  lii,  without  beds,  in  the  castle, 
where  we  were  iiiiiioyed  by  myriads  of  tieas,  and 
li.iving  been  willionl  food  of  any  kind  since  noon 
of  tli(^  preceding  day,  W('  wrote  to  the  governor  in 
the  morning,  requesting  to  be  jirovided  with  fo<»l 
and  beds.  (_)ur  letter  was  returned  unopened  ; 
but  alioiit  noon,  by  !i  verbal  message  from  tlir 
governor,  we  were  informed  that  liberty  was  given 
us  to  go  on  board  <mr  respective  ships.  We  were 
doubtful  of  the  i)riqiriety  of  availing  ourselves  el' 
this  liberty,  so  ungraciously  proll'ered,  till  an  Jijio- 
lo;,'y  should  hi;  maile  to  us  for  tl  aggression.  It 
was  finally  settlecl  (hat  Shalei,  being  thi'  most 
important  |ierson,  as  master  o(  the  vessel,  slioulil 
remain  in  prison.  We  thereleie  sent  to  him  a 
bed  and  provisions.  This  was  a  determination  for 
which  the  governor  was  eiiiui  ly  unprepared,  ami 
which  seemed  to  confound  bini.  Witii  character- 
istic imbecility,  ho  went  to  tlio  castle,  and  greeting 
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Jlr.  Slialer  with  appai-ent  cordiality,  begged  him 
to  go  on  board  his  vessel  and  jiroceed  to  sea. 
TliisSlialor  offered  to  do,  on  condition  of  receiving 
a  written  apology  for  imprisoning  us.  He  de- 
c  ined  giving  it.  Permission  was  then  asked  to 
Fend  an  express,  with  a  letter,  to  the  ca])tain- 
general.  This  he  peremptorily  and  angrily  refused, 
and  then  suddenly  started  off  to  superintend  the 
preparations  which  he  was  making  to  compel  a 
surrender  of  the  Hazard,  the  orders  for  which  he 
exjiected  to  receive  the  next  day. 

Although  the  ostensible  reason  for  refusing  a 
onniplianco  with  the  governor's  order  to  go  to  sea 
was  to  obtain  satisfaction,  yet  the  real  cause  of 
our  delay  was  the  hope  and  belief  of  being  able  to 
render  essential  service  in  aiding  to  extricate 
Rowan  from  his  difficulties.  It  was  evident  that 
tin;  governor  desired  only  the  sanction  of  the  cap- 
t.Jii-general  to  attempt  coercion  ;  and,  in  expec- 
tation of  receiving  it,  he  was  making  the  re(iuisite 
preparations.  The  soldiers  of  the  garrison  and 
the  jiopulace  wore  busily  engaged,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  governor,  in  ])laciiig  cannon  in  every 
direction  to  bear  on  the  ship.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  houses  in  the  vicinity  left  them,  and  retired  to 
the  hills.  The  activity  aiKl  bustle  of  business  had 
given  place  to  the  preparation  and  excitement  of 
war  ;  and  the  confusion  and  apiireheiision  could 
liurdly  have  been  exceeded,  if  the  town  had  been 
on  the  point  of  being  taken  by  assault. 

While  Mr.  Ronissilloii  and  myself  were  walking 
through  one  of  the  streets,  we  encountered  the 
governor,  who  saluted  us,  and  asked  me  if  I  was 
not  next  in  command  on  board  to  Mr.  Slialer. 
Answering  ill  the  affirmative,  he  ordered  me  to  go 
on  board,  and  jiroceed  to  sea.  On  my  rejoining 
that  I  could  not  go  without  my  captain,  he  threat- 
ened to  sei/.c  the  vessel,  and,  without  waiting  for 
a  reply,  left  us  abruptly,  and  ai)pareiitly  in  an 
angry  mood.  In  the  course  of  the  following  day, 
being  tile  fourth  from  the  liegiiiniiig  of  hostilities, 
the  ex|)ress  arrived  from  Santiago,  bringing  a  let- 
ter to  Captain  Rowan  from  the  captain-general. 
It  contaiiKHl  such  jironiise  of  redress,  if  he  would 
cc  iiiply  with  the  re(|iiisitioiis  id'  government  bv 
delivering  up  the  arms,  that  he  was  induced  to 
yield.  The  arms  were  accordingly  delivered  to 
llie  order  of  the  governor,  and  his  receipt  taken 
for  them.  The  portentous  cloud,  which  had  been 
loweriii(K  over  the  affairs  of  our  coiintryiiien  in 
this  place,  appeared  to  be  now  dissipated.  The 
colours  of  defiance,  which  had  becMi  waving  on  tlie 
ships  and  at  tlie  castle  from  the  beginning  of  the 
dispute,  were  hauled  down  ;  the  cannon,  which 
had  been  transported  to  the  beach,  were  returned 
to  their  ancient  ]iositioii  ;  the  sentries  were  no 
longer  seen  at  tlii'  gangways  of  the  lla/.ard  ;  the 
old  women  and  children  returned  to  their  haliita- 
tioiis;  and  everything  indicated  peace  and  rejiose. 

'i'liis  repose,  however,  was  only  the  treacherous 
calm  that  precedes  the  hurricane.  The  governor 
could  not  lirook  the  indignity  he  had  suffered. 
The  vengeance  lie  had  vowed,  and  which  he  had 
not  the  courage  to  tako  openly,  lie  determined  to 
execute  treaclierously  ;  and  his  measuri.'S,  which 
were  taken  with  gri'at  secrecy,  and  with  the  stimu- 
lus of  plunder,  were  executed  with  such  success, 
as  iiiiist  have  satisfied  his  highest  ambition,  and 
served  as  a  balm  to  Ids  wouiuled  feelings. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  when  the  muskets 


were  surrendered,  Mr.  Rouissillon  and  myself 
made  a  visit  to  the  governor,  and  found  him  to  be 
as  att'able  and  jdeasant  as  was  naturally  to  be 
expected  on  attaining  the  object  of  which  he  had 
so  long  been  in  pursuit.  He  hoped  we  should 
proceed  to  sea  the  next  day,  and  inquired  why 
Rowan  did  not  come  on  shore  ;  adding,  to  our  sur- 
prise, that  if  he  did  not  conic  voluntarily  he  should 
use  coercion.  We  assured  him  of  oiir  behef,  that 
his  not  having  been  on  shore  that  day  was  acci- 
dental, and  not  from  any  apprehension  of  molesta- 
tion ;  begged  him  not  to  think  of  coercion,  and 
offered  our  guarantee  that  he  should  ju'csent  him- 
self at  the  castle  in  the  morning.  On  leaving  the 
governor  we  went  on  board  the  Hazard,  and  re- 
jiorted  to  Rowan  oiir  conversation  with  the  gover- 
nor. He  had  no  hesitation  in  determining  to  act 
in  accordance  with  his  desire,  by  visiting  him  as 
early  as  it  was  ])erinitted  strangers  to  bo  on  shore. 

Fearing,  in  this  instance,  a  too  ready  compli- 
ance, in  wliieh  case  the  opportunity  for  revenge 
would  escajie  him,  the  governor  must  have  had 
everything  ])laniied  and  i)repared  in  the  evening, 
probalily  while  we  were  with  him,  to  execute  his 
cowardly  design  in  the  morning,  before  it  was 
]>eriiiitted  Rowan  to  come  on  shore.  The  launches, 
which  were  used  to  transport  wheat  from  the 
shore  to  the  large  ship  before  mentioned,  passed 
and  repassed  near  the  llazard  while  thus  engaged  ; 
coiisei[ueiitly,  they  would  excite  no  sus])icion  when 
ai)proacliing  the  ship.  An  enterprise,  involving 
so  little  risk,  and  which  promised  so  golden  a 
harvest  of  jil under,  had  not  to  wait  for  the  requi- 
site miinber  of  men.  About  two  hundred  ruffians, 
armed  with  jiistols,  swords,  and  knives,  embarked 
ill  the  launches  used  for  carrying  wheat,  and 
boarded  the  Hazard,  on  each  side,  while  her  men 
were  entirely  off  their  guard,  unsuspicious  of  any 
cause  of  hostility.  To  s.ive  their  lives,  .such  of  the 
crew  as  were  able  made  a  hasty  retreat  to  the  hold. 
Hut  there  were  two  poor  fellows  lying  sick  in  their 
haininofks  ;  and  these  were  both  dangerously 
wounded.  Rowan  was  screened  from  the  vengeance 
of  the  liaiiditti  by  the  interference  of  an  officer, 
taken  immediately  on  shore,  and  sent  to  the  castle. 

TIk!  scene  of  plunder  and  confusion  which 
ensued  l)ei;gars  all  description.  Perceiving  that 
the  mischief  was  likely  to  be  more  extensive  than 
he  had  imagined,  the  governor  went  on  board, 
with  a  party  of  soldiers,  to  arrest  its  progress. 
Hut  he  soon  discovered  that  it  is  easier  to  .set  a  mob 
in  motion  than  to  cmitrol  it  afterwards.  With  his 
utmost  efforts,  aided  by  the  soldiers,  and  by  the 
eominaudaiit  id'  the  custom-house  guards  and  his 
satellites,  he  was  incapable  of  resisting  the  jiro- 
gress  of  the  plunderers,  until,  being  satiated,  they 
retreated  with  their  booty  to  the  shore,  as  op- 
portunity offered.  When  there  were  but  few 
remaining,  he  succeeded  in  driving  them  away, 
and  placi-d  the  slii|)  in  charge  of  the  mates. 

After  such  an  achievement,  such  a  gathering  of 
laurels,  there  was  some  hazard  to  a  foreiuner  in 
calling  on  the  governor,  even  though  it  were  to 
compliment  him.  lint,  being  deterinincd  that  the 
eaiitain-geiieral  shouhi  have  our  version  of  tlio 
tran.sactioii,  I  called  on  him  at  noon  for  leave  to 
send  an  express  to  the  capital  to  com])lain  of  the 
outrage,  and  to  demand  that  redress  there  which 
we  asked  in  vain  here.  In  an  angry  tone,  and 
instead  of  replying  to  my  request,  he  inquired  if 
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we  were  desirous  of  provoking  him  to  serve  ua  in 
the  milliner  he  had  done  the  sliip  ?  I  replied, 
that  I  hoped  there  was  no  danger  of  our  causin;^ 
him  any  pi-ovocation,  hut  shouhl  it  bo  our  mis-for- 
tune to  do  so,  to  the  extent  intimated,  tliere  could 
exist  no  cause  for  such  violent  measures  as  had 
been  used  towards  the  ship,  as  no  i-esistance  would 
be  made.  I  then  remarked  on  the  ailvantage  that 
would  result  to  the  government  in  keeping  awa)' 
the  rabble,  and  thus  securing  the  whole  property. 
I  stated  also  that  there  were  many  valualjle  instru- 
ments, charts,  and  books  on  board,  which  would 
be  useful  to  tlie  Spanish  marine,  but  which  mii;lit 
be  destroyed  if,  as  he  suggested,  "ho  served  us 
in  the  manner  he  had  done  the  ship  ; "  and  I 
repeated  a  hope  tliat  he  would  not  do  so.  Seeing 
that  I  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  and  was,  more- 
over, determined  not  to  go  to  sea  without  commu- 
nicating with  the  captain-general,  he  at  length 
reluctantly  consented  to  our  sending  an  express. 

Wo  had  reason  to  believe  tliat,  if  we  could  ob- 
tain permission  to  visit  Santiago,  wo  should  there 
be  Jible  to  make  a  sale  of  our  cargo,  dolivcrablo 
outside  t'.ic  port,  and  which,  at  one-half  the  prices 
current  in  the  city,  would  yield  us  a  handsome 
profit.  To  g.iin  an  additional  number  of  days  in 
port,  therefore,  in  the  liopo  of  obtaining  leave  to 
proceed  to  the  capital,  or  of  meeting  some  jierson 
from  there  desirous  of  purchasing  tlio  cargo,  was 
another  inducement  for  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Slialor 
to  leave  the  castle.  When,  therefore,  this  objoet 
was  attained,  by  opening  a  correspondence  with 
the  eaptain-general,  ho  left  the  castle,  and  returned 
on  board  the  Lelia  Byrd. 

The  letter,  written  by  Mr.  Shalor  in  Spanish, 
and  compl.aining  of  the  outrageous  conduct  of  the 
govei'uor,  to  the  unoffending  citizens  of  a  friendly 
power,  was  sent  by  a  courier.  It  produced  an 
intercliangc  of  several  letters,  the  purport  of 
which  wiis,  on  one  side,  to  deny  the  right  of  any 
foreign  vessel  to  traverse  these  seas,  which,  his 
Kxcellency  said,  like  the  territory,  bt^longed  exclu- 
sively to  his  Catholic  Majesty  ;  on  the  other,  to 
refute  the  absurd  doctrine  of  any  mit  ion's  possess- 
ing an  exclusive  right  to  any  particular  sea,  and 
giving  chapter  and  verso  in  the  treaty,  not  only 
for  our  right  to  sail  where  wo  please,  but  to  enter 
their  ports,  and  demand  succour.  His  Excellency 
closed  the  correspondence  by  exjn'ossing  a  ho))o 
that,  if  we  did  not  admit  their  exclusive  right  to 
these  seas,  we  would,  at  least,  allow  them  to  bo 
masters  in  their  own  jiorts. 

It  being  now  very  evident  that  wo  should  not 
Bucceed  ui  obtaining  leave  to  visit  Santiago,  and 
having  assisted  in  bringing  Uowan's  affairs  into 
such  a  train  as  proinised  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
adjustment,  there  existed  no  farther  inducemon't 
to  remain  huiger  in  i)ort.  Accordingly,  liaving 
settled  our  various  accounts  of  disbursements, 
Mr.  Shaler,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Rouissillon, 
waited  on  the  governor,  to  notify  him  of  his 
intention  to  proceed  to  sea  next  morning,  and  to 
take  leave.  He  received  tlieni  witli  grt^'it  cor- 
diality, expressed  much  regret  at  what  had  occur- 
red, promised  to  remi'dy  the  mischief  as  far  as  ho 
was  able,  ofl'ered  ns  every  facility  in  !iis  ]iower  to 
insure  our  tleparture  at  the  time  ajiiiointod,  and, 
though  it  would  not  Imvo  been  surprising  if  he 
had  wished  us  to  the  devil,  on  the  contrary,  w  ished 
us  a  good  voyage. 


There  was  a  number  of  our  unfortunate  couii- 
trynieu  in  port,  principally  the  crews  of  the  con- 
donmcd  vessels,  who  had  lost  their  little  all,  ami 
whose  situation  excited  commiseration.  We  knew 
that,  if  they  could  get  to  Masafuera  with  the  pw- 
visions  they  could  obtain  here,  they  would,  liy 
imrsuing  their  vocation,  soon  bring  up  arrears'. 
We  determined,  therefore,  to  go  so  far  out  of  our 
way  as  to  give  them  all  j)assages  thither.  Tlicy 
all,  very  gratefully,  aecei)tod  our  invitation.  De- 
ing  ready,  on  the  2 1st  of  April,  and  on  the  point 
of  leaving  the  p(n"t,  a  message  was  brought  from 
the  governor,  rociuesting  to  see  Mr.  Shaler.  lie 
went  immediately  to  him,  and  found,  to  his  asto- 
nishment, that  ho  wanted  him  to  defer  his  depar- 
ture a  few  days.  It  appeared  that  sonu'  suspicious 
or  malicious  jierson  had  suggested  to  this  silly 
governor,  that  our  object  in  taking  so  many  men 
on  board  was  to  eajiture  the  largo  ship,  then!  on 
the  point  of  sailing  for  Lima.  To  guard  against 
this,  he  begged  IVIr.  Shaler  to  defer  sailing  till 
forty-i'ight  hours  after  that  ship  had  sailed,  and, 
moreover,  ho])ed  wo  would  not  revenge  ourselves 
on  any  unarmed  Spanish  vessel  we  might  chance 
to  meet. 

In  acceding  to  the  Governor's  solicitation,  we 
feU  more  for  the  disaiipointmont  of  our  passengei-s, 
than  for  any  inconvenience  to  our.selves.  Three 
or,  at  most,  four  days  would  soon  wear  away,  when 
wo  should  be  off,  and  experience  onco  more  the 
blessings  of  liberty;  for  it  did  not  enter  our  ima- 
ginatiiius,  that  there  could  possibly  exist  any  fur- 
ther (lifliculty.  The  time  we  had  agreed  to  wait, 
however,  had  not  ((uite  expired,  when  we  were 
taken  all  aback  again.  It  ajipeared,  that  one  of 
our  sailors,  an  Irishman,  who  had  deserted,  had 
given  information,  that  wo  ha<l  numy  kegs  of  dol- 
lars on  Ijoard,  stowed  under  the  ballast.  As  he 
had  pointed  out  precisely  where  they  wci'c,  an 
armed  force  came  on  board,  by  order  of  the  (iover- 
nor,  and,  iiroceeding  diri'etly  to  the  place  Indicated 
by  the  sailor,  found,  instead  of  kegs  of  dollars, 
kegs  of  (|uicksilvor,  of  which  they  took  away  four, 
giving  a  receipt  for  them. 

Wo  flattered  oHi-selvos,  that  this  aggression 
would  be  the  moans  of  opening  the  way  for  our 
going  to  the  ca]iital.  llonewing,  therefore,  our 
correspondence?  with  the  Captain-tienoral,  to  coni- 
]ilaiu  of  this  (uitrage,  and  remarkiogon  our  entire 
want  of  confidence  in  t!u!  capacity  or  honesty  of 
the  Governor  and  his  advisers,  we  reitemtcd  cur 
re(|uest  for  leav(>  to  rojiair  to  Santiago,  for  the 
more  speedy  adjustment  of  our  grievance.  In 
reply,  liis  I'.xeelloncy  remarked  on  the  loss  of 
tinu?  which  our  coming  to  .Santiago  would  cause, 
and  observed,  tliat  the  difficulty  could  bo  easily 
adjusted  at  Valparaiso,  by  answering  satisfactorily 
the  following  ijuestions,  viz..  Why  was  the  ((uiek- 
silver  hidden  under  the  ballast  '.  To  whom  does 
it  belong  {  To  what  piu't  destined  ?  These  inter- 
rogatories, being  solenudy  ])ro])ounde(l  by  the 
tiovernor  to  Mr.  Shalor,  a  notary  p\iblie  being 
present,  he  reidied  to  the  first,  that  it  was  not 
liidden  ;  to  the  secoiul,  that  it  belonged  to  th<! 
owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  ;  to  the  tiiird,  that 
its  destination  was  roimd  the  world  ;  and  to  this 
d<?po8ition,  he  took  an  oath  on  an  odd  volume  of 
Sliakspeare,  presented  him  by  the  Governor  for 
that  purpose. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  was  immcdi- 
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ately despatched  to  the  Captain-General ;  and  an 
answer  returned  by  his  Excellency  with  the  least 
imssilile  delay;  the  purjiort  of  which  was,  that 
the  four  kegs  of  quicksilver  should  be  restored  to 
us  on  board,  and  that  we  should  then  leave  the 
jioi't  without  further  delay.  We  were  now  sur- 
iii'ised  by  an  overture  from  the  cominaiidant  of 
the  custom-house  guards,  to  purchase  the  quick- 
silver, lie  projiosed  to  us  a  good  i)rice,  and  to 
take  it  nut,  and  In-ing  the  amount,  in  dollars,  on 
board  himself.  The  sale,  at  his  proposal,  would 
have  been  a  very  advantageous  one  ;  but  our  exjie- 
rience  had  taught  us  to  beware  of  treachery  ;  and, 
imagining  such  to  be  lurking  in  this  proposal,  we 
declined  accepting  it.  During  this  controversy, 
tlio  men,  whom  we  intended  taking  to  Masafuera, 
had  dispersed  in  various  directions  ;  so  that,  hav- 
ing on  board  only  our  original  small  complement 
of  men,  the  authorities  had  no  cause  to  tapprehend 
any  acts  of  piracy  from  us. 

The  functions  of  Don  Antonio,  as  Governor, 
ad  interim,  having  ceased  on  Iha  arrival  of  liis 
•senior  from  .Santiago,  when  wo  wore  on  the  jioiiit 
of  sailing,  we  made  him  a  visit  as  soon  after  his 
an'ival  as  etiquette  would  permit.  He  gave  us  a 
most  cordial,  frank,  and  friendly  reception,  and 
expressed  much  regret  at  having  bei'ii  absent  on 
our  arrival ;  as,  he  said,  not  only  would  the  trouble 
wo  had  experienced  have  been  avoided,  but  he 
would  have  obtained  permission  for  us  to  visit 
Santiago.  The  order  for  our  departure,  however, 
being  now  given  by  the  Captain-General  was  irre- 
vocable, and  he  therefore  hojied  there  would  be 
no  further  delay.  On  taking  leave,  he  inundated 
us  with  civilities  and  good  wishes,  (iromising,  more- 
over, to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  bring  the 
aft'air  of  our  unfortunate  countryman,  Rowan,  to 
a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion.  These  civi- 
lities, |irofessions,  and  promises,  jiassed  with  us 
for  no  more  than  they  were  worth,  after  the  obser- 
vations our  opportunities  had  aft'ordod  us,  of  judg- 
ing of  the  character,  and  motives  of  action,  of 
the  authorities  here. 

It  was  now  the  (Itli  day  of  May,  being  two  and 
a  half  mouths  from  the  date  of  our  arrival  ;  a  long 
time,  considering  that  we  were  allowed  only 
twenty-four  hours  by  tlie  Ca]itain-General,  to 
remain  in  port  ;  and  for  the  third  time  had  settled 
our  accounts,  and  m»dr  all  reac.'y  for  our  depar- 
ture. No  lurtiier  obstacle  to  our  sailing  ;;eeurring, 
and  having  taken  leave  of  our  ac(|uaintance  and 
countrymen,  we  left  Valparaiso,  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  the  (iovernor  and  authorities,  no  less 
than  of  ourselves. 

During  our  sojourn  at  Valparaiso,  we  had  be- 
come ac(|uainted  with,  and  were  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  on  familiar  terms,  several  interesting 
nativ(>  families  ;  for  the  native  inhabitants  sym- 
pathized with  us,  and  condemned  tlu;  unfriendly 
course  manifested  towards  us  by  their  rulers. 
They  seemed,  generally,  to  be  awakening  to  a  sense 
of  the  abject  state  of  vassalage  in  which  they 
were  held  by  their  European  masters  ;  the  posts 
of  honour  ami  jirofit  being  exclusively  in  posses- 
sion of  Europeans,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
Creoles.  Ihirsts  of  indignation,  at  these  and  otlior 
grievances  coimcctcd  with  thorn,  would  sometimes 
escapi!  them,  which  were  generally  accompanied 
with  a  hope  that  tiie  period  of  emancipation  was 
not  very  distant. 


Such  sentiments  were  met  by  us  with  corro- 
sponding  ones,  by  drawing  a  parallel  between  their 
(•(miitry  and  ours,  while  each  was  under  a  colonial 
system  of  government,  by  adverting  to  the  greater 
physical  means  in  their  possession  to  enable  them 
to  throw  off  the  yoke,  than  was  possessed  by  the 
Angki-Araericans,  in  the  beginning  of  their  Revo- 
lution, by  demonstrating  to  them  the  greatly  in- 
creased value  of  the  products  of  their  soil,  and 
the  diminished  prices  at  which  they  would  receive 
the  manufactures  of  Euro}ie,  when  their  commerce 
should  bo  freed  from  the  shackles  to  which  tyranny 
and  folly  had  so  long  subjected  it ;  and  finally,  by 
remarking  on  the  i)aralysing  and  debasing  effects 
on  the  mind,  wliieh  are  inseparable  from  a  pro- 
tracted state  of  dependence  and  vassalage.  For 
the  fetter  promotion  of  the  embryo  cause,  we 
gave  them  a  copy  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  and 
a  translation  into  Spanish  of  our  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

Valjiaraiso  jjrobably  is  indebted  for  its  name  to 
its  romantic  scenery  and  to  the  salubrity  of  its 
climate,  for  in  no  other  respect  does  it  deserve 
the  appellation*.  Retween  the  liase  of  the  hills 
and  the  sea,  there  is  a  street  of  moderate  breadth, 
which  is  Ijouiided  on  the  west  by  high  and  preci- 
pitous hills  ;  and  on  the  cast,  is  continued  to  the 
adjoining  village  of  Almendrale.  In  this  street 
are  the  best  houses  ;  S(mie  of  which  are  two  stories 
high,  of  brick  jihistercd,  and  of  oi'dinary  structure 
and  aiipearanee.  Crossing  this  street  at  right 
angles,  arc  others  in  the  deep  chasms  between  the 
hills,  which  soon  cease  to  be  streets,  and  become 
crooked  and  narrow  paths,  leading  up  on  either 
side  the  hills,  to  cottages  and  huts  of  very  mean 
appearance.  The  church,  which  is  a  very  ordi- 
nary structure,  is  situated  on  an  elevation  on  one 
of  the  cross  streets,  and  near  the  centre  of  the 
town.  The  castle,  including  the  Governor's  resi- 
dence, fronts  on  tlie  bay,  and  is  a  dilapitated  en- 
closure, unworthy  of  the  name. 

The  bay  of  Valparaiso  is  spacious,  and  being 
sheltered  from  the  south  winds,  which  prevail 
during  seven  months  of  the  year,  from  October 
to  May,  is  very  smooth  and  safe  riding. for  ships 
iluring  that  season.  At  the  season  when  the  north 
winds  jirevail,  from  May  to  October,  it  is  danger- 
ous lying  there,  as  there  is  no  shelter  from  this 
wind,  and  its  usual  accom])animent,  a  rough  sea, 
which  sometimes  comes  in  witli  a  force  and  ini- 
jietuosity  that  cannot  be  resisted,  even  with  the 
'i.'ost  ground-tackle.  It  is  the  nearest  seaport  to 
Santiag(>,  the  capital  of  Chili ;  and  hence  derives  an 
importance,  which  it  possesses  not  intrinsically. 

'I'lie  native  inhabitants  are  generally  amiable, 
hospitable,  indolent,  and  ignorant.  It  seems  as  if 
it  were  the  policy  of  the  existing  government  to 
discourage  industry  by  the  trammels  to  which 
the  commerce  of  the  country  is  subjected.  If  a 
greater  <|iiantity  of  wheat  or  other  perishable 
commodity  is  raised  than  can  find  vent  through 
the  naiTow  channels  that  are  o])eii,  it  is  lost  to  the 
cultivator ;  and  copper,  the  otiier  sta])li>  jiroduct 
of  Chili,  is,  by  the  same  governmental  restrictions 
on  commerce,  ke])t  at  a  jirice  not  exceeding  half 
its  value.  The  government  also,  and  particularly 
the  ecclesiastical  part  of  it,  are  seu8ii)le  that  their 
power  rests  on  tlie  ignoranco  of  the  people  :  hence 
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the  excessive  dread  of  tlie  introduction  of  all  books  ; 
the  watchfulness  of  the  ])ricsts  to  guard  their  flocks 
against  possessing  any  volume,  which  they  have 
not  seen  and  approved,  as  well  as  against  tiie 
contaminating  influence  and  opinions  of  foreign 
heretics.  The  care,  anxiety,  and  ettbrts  made  liy 
them,  to  suppress  all  means  of  information,  do 
not,  iiowevor,  pass  unobserved  by  many  of  the 
most  sensible  Creoles,  who  seem  to  be  waking  up 
to  a  sense  of  their  degradation.  With  these  the 
seed  is  planted,  which,  in  duo  time,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  bring  forth  abundant  fruit. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Arrive  at  the  OallipaRos  Islands — Transnctions  there. — 
IH'parture. — Sinnular  Flaw  of  Wind. — Arrival  at  S;\ii 
Itlas. — Visited  by  tlie  CDnimissarv. — Ai;rcein('nt  witli 
Iiiiii.— Opposed  by  the  (lovernor — Character  of  tlic  (io- 
vernor.— Cdiitroversy  between  tlie  (iovernor  and  Coni- 
inissary. — Order  to  leave  San  lllas. — Arrangement  with 
Itonissillon. — Me  leaves  ns  for  Mexieo. — Cio  to  the  Three 
Maria  Islands. — Kmbarrassnient.— Letter  from  Itoiiissil- 
lun. — Death  of  the  (iovernor. — Cateli  a  Sun  fisli De- 
scription of  Three  Maria';.— Hetnrn  aRair.  to  .Sin  lllas. — 
Proposal  for  the  Cargo.— Itetnrn  of  Koui.ssillnn.— Sale  of 
part  of  the  Cargo. — l'urcha.sc  Sea-otters'  .Skins.— Suspi- 
cion of  Treachery Take linaUeave  of  llonissillon.— Mis 

Character— Death.— .Vgain  anchor  at  the  Three  .Marias. 
—  Discover  a  Traitor  in  the  -Mate.- Seize  his  I'apers.— 
Itemarks  thereon. 

OcR  long  detention,  and  unfortunate  contro- 
versy at  Vaijiaraiso,  operated  unfavouralily  to  our 
prospect.s,  as  our  vessel,  ourselves,  and  the  dis- 
turbances we  had  caused,  had  become  known,  not 
only  to  the  government  otticer.s,  but  to  almost  the 
whole  population  of  the  various  ports  of  Chili  and 
Peru  included  between  Valparaiso  and  Lima.  To 
enter,  therefore,  any  other  port  between  those 
limits,  or  to  be  captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
any  one  of  them,  would  subject  us  to  the  risk  of 
confiscation.  It  was,  consei|uently,  judged  to  be 
most  jirudent  to  proceed  to  some  place  so  distant 
from  the  scene  of  our  late  transactions,  that  the 
knowledge  of  them  could  not  have  preceded  us. 
This  object  would,  doubtless,  be  realized  in  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  Vice-Royalty  of  Mexico  ;  and,  from 
various  sources  of  information,  we  were  induced  to 
believe  that  .San  Blasoft'ered  tlie  greatest  facilities 
for  the  disposal  of  our  cargo,  with  the  least  risk 
attending  it.  To  .San  lilas,  therefore,  we  deter- 
mined to  proceed,  touching,  on  our  way,  at  tlie 
Gallipagos  Islands. 

In  conformity  with  this  determination,  wo  shaped 
our  course,  and  having  none  other  than  the 
favourable  winds,  delightful  weather,  and  smooth 
sea,  which  are  peculiar  to  this  region,  we  arrived 
and  anchored  at  the  bottom  of  a  spacious  bay  at 
Albemarle  Island,  on  the  ,'iOth  of  May,  at  about  a 
mile  distant  from  the  shore,  and  opposite  a  beach 
of  black  sand.  Here  we  passed  a  week  very 
agreeably  in  rambling  about  the  island  ;  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  freedom  of  action  and  of  will, 
the  more  highly  prized  and  enjoyed,  from  the 
restraint  to  which  we  had  been,  of  late,  so  much 
subjected  ;  and  not  unlike  what  the  schoolboy  feels 
when  eniancii)ated  from  the  control  of  the  nuister. 
The  fish  were  so  abundant  at  our  anchorage,  that 
no  skill  was  required  in  taking  them.  An  many 
hooks  tm  were  lowered  and  baited,  would  bring  up 


fish,  and  this  as  fa.st  as  we  could  haul  tliem  in  ;  so 
that  beside  having  abundance  for  the  immediate 
use  of  all,  we  salted  a  barrel  full  for  consumption 
on  the  passage.  In  size,  texture,  and  flavour, 
they  had  a  great  affinity  to  the  cod.  The  turtles 
are  very  abundant,  and  taken  with  great  ease. 
We  took  on  board  as  many  as  there  was  a  pro- 
sjiect  of  our  being  able  to  consume.  Guanos  of 
various  sizes  and  colours  arc  exceedingly  nume- 
rous liere.  They  are  said  to  be  as  delicate  .tnd 
agreeable  food  as  the  chicken  ;  but  the  .ship's 
company  had  the  same  antijjathy  to  them  wliicli 
is  so  univcr.sil  with  regard  to  snakes  ;  and  while 
they  had  such  a  bountiful  sujiply  of  fine  fish  and 
turtle,  they  had  no  disjiosition  to  try  the  guano. 
We  traversed  various  parts  of  the  island,  and 
cani]ied  out  one  night,  in  search  of  water,  but 
found  none,  though  there  were  evidences  of  its 
being  abundant  at  .some  seasons  of  the  year. 

Having  satisfactorily  accomplished  the  object 
of  our  visit,  we  saihnl  on  tiie  Htli  of  June  for  .San 
Hlas.  While  yet  but  a  few  miles  from  Albemarle 
Island,  and  going  with  a  moderate  breeze,  during 
the  first  watch,  the  weather  clear  and  the  sea 
siiiuiitli,  we  experienced  a,  very  singular  flaw  of 
wind,  which,  without  any  warning,  and  without 
being  felt  on  deck,  or  by  the  sails  on  the  main- 
mast, carried  the  fore-topmast  over  the  side,  alter 
which  it  became  calm,  and  so  continued  for  more 
than  two  hoLirs. 

In  a  few  days  after  leaving  the  island,  we  came 
in  sight  of  the  coast,  in  the  vicinity  of  Acapulco, 
and  from  that  time,  having  ilelightful  weather,  we 
kept  the  land  in  sight  every  day,  till  our  arrival 
in  the  bay  of  .San  Bias,  on  the  lltli  id'  July.  It  is 
very  remarkable,  and  strongly  indicative  of  the 
low  state  of  the  .Spanish  commerce  in  these  scab, 
at  this  period,  that,  from  the  time  of  our  depar- 
ture from  Valparaiso,  to  that  of  our  arrival  here, 
and  sailing  all  the  time  not  very  distant  from  the 
most  beautiful  coast  to  navigate  in  the  world,  wo 
did  not  meet  or  see  a  vessel  of  any  description. 

Our  reception  at  San  IJlas  formed  a  contrast 
to  that  experienced  on  arriving  at  Valparaiso, — a 
friendly  welcome  from  those  in  authority,  and  en- 
couragement to  expect  that  our  wants  would  be 
sui)i)lied ;  and  though  this  welcome  was  from 
suiialterns,  and  might  not  be  sanctioned  by  their 
superiors,  it  was,  nevertheless,  viewed  by  us  as  a 
favourable  omen.  At  this  season  of  the  year, 
San  lilas  is  a  very  unhealthy  residence  ;  and  in 
conseiiuence,  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Governor, 
the  Commissary  of  the  Arsenal,  and  the  most 
oi)ulent  of  the  inhabitants,  to  reside  at  Tipec,  a 
healthy  and  pleasant  town,  about  twenty  leagues 
distant  in  the  interior.  Notice  of  our  arrival  hav- 
ing been  sent  to  them,  the  Commissary  came  down 
immediately  ;  and  on  a  first  interview  with  him, 
we  had  much  reason  to  Hatter  ourselves,  that  the 
current  of  our  affairs  would  meet  with  less  ob- 
struction than  we  had  liitherto  experienced, 
There  was  no  hesitation  on  liis  part,  in  engaging 
to  supply  us  with  everything  our  necessities 
required;  and  ascertaining  wo  had  some  boxes  of 
tin  plate,  which  was  exceedingly  wanted,  he  en- 
gaged to  take  these  in  payment,  at  a  very  great 
advance  on  its  cost.  This  arrangement  being 
made  with  the  Commissary,  required  the  sanction 
of  tho  Governor  before  it  could  bo  carried  into 
effect. 
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Our  friend  Rouissilloii,  being  very  dpsirmis  of 
visiting  .Mexico,  was  {lotermined,  on  this  account, 
110  less  than  from  the  desire  of  obtaining  perniis- 
siou  from  the  Viceroy  to  dispose  of  our  cargo  here, 
to  leave  no  cfi'iirt  untried  to  obtain  the  rei|iiisite 
|iassport.  With  this  view,  he  aecom])anied  the 
C'oiiiiiiissary  to  Tipec,  on  his  return  thither.  By 
a  letter  from  him,  dat('d  a  few  days  after  his  ar- 
rival, we  had  cause  to  apiirehend,  that  obstacles 
to  our  success  would  lie  in  no  degree  less  than 
those  we  had  experienced  at  Valparaiso.  The 
Governor,  he  represented  to  be  a  ]iroud,  vain,  ami 
very  passionate  man,  nnaecustoined  to  any  ojipo- 
sitioii  to  ills  will,  and  indignant  that  the  Commis- 
sary should  have  presumed  to  enter  into  any  en- 
!rni:;(Miieiit  with  us,  without  first  consulting  him. 
lie  had,  therefore,  refused  to  confirm  the  doings 
of  the  Commissary,  positively  forbi(hlen  the  land- 
ing of  the  till,  anil  deeiiled  that  our  su|)plies  must 
1)(>  |)aid  for  by  a  draft  on  the  American  ambassa- 
dor at  Madrid. 

We  had  now  l)een  the  means  of  ])laciiig  in  hos- 
tile attitudes  the  two  great  otticers  of  tlii'  gnvern- 
nient.  The  Commissary,  whos(!  ap]iointnient  ema- 
nated from  the  same  source  as  that  of  the  Gover- 
nor's, and  whose  lino  of  diitv  was  distinct  and 
indept'iiilent  of  him,  was  exceedingly  mortilied  and 
pii|iie(l,at  the  attitude  in  which  he  was  ])laced,  and 
seemed  det<>rmined  not  to  submit  to  it.  The 
Governor  who  could  not  brook  oppositirm  to  his 
will,  was  incapable  of  concealing  his  wrath  ;  hence 
tile  ijuarrel  became  known,  and  was  soon  the  all- 
absorbing  topic  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ti|iec.  The 
fillings  of  the  eoniinnnity  became  enlisted  on  one 
side  or  the  other  ;  but  the  Jtreponderanee  was  as 
greatly  on  the  side  of  the  Commissary,  as  the  na- 
tive population  exceeded  the  foreign.  Such  general 
i'Xi'iteuieiit,liowever,as  this  little  atl'air  had  caused, 
was  never  bel'ore  known  in  this  hitherto  quiit 
and  dull  town.  ,\n  nnfortnnate  lieutenant  in  the 
.'U'liiy,  who  had  the  temerity  to  say  a  word  in  ilis- 
a|i|ii'oliafion  of  the  course  of  the  Governor,  was 
ininiidiately  oril"red  under  iirrest. 

While  the  chiefs  and  ]iopulace  of  Tipec  were  cn- 

Sa^i'd  in  an  angry  controversy  on  onr  account,  we 

bad  passed  a  week,  free   from  nnnoyanee,  at  San 

lilas  ;   where  wc   had   in-ocured   a   new  topmast, 

liiii'd  oni-  water-casks,  and  obtnined  all  the  siijiplies 

We  had  asked.     Hut  it  became  vei'y  evident,  that 

till'   rancorous  hostility   of  the   (iovernor    would 

I  Ili'Ctualiy  |)reveiit  the  dis|)osal  of  any  part  of  our 

ny<x'i,  notwithstanding  the  aid  wliieh  the  Conimis- 

s.iry  was    disposed  to  give    ns.      Indeed,  without 

any  reference  to  jiavment,  and  at   the  same  time 

with  the  receipt  of  the  snp|dies,  was  received  an 

order  for  onr  immediately  leiiving  the  port,  acconi. 

pained  with  a  threat,  in  case  of  disobedience,  of 

ordiringont  tlie  gnii-lioats  to  drive  ns  away.     The 

possibility  of  such  an  oveiit   had  been  antici|iateil, 

mid  its  injurious  ett'eets  guarded  against,  liy  an 

iiiiderstanding  with  Kouissillon,  that  we  should  go 

111  the  Three  Maria  Islands,  which  are  about  sixty 

miles  distant,  and  there  ri'inain  until  his  return 

front  Mexico,  for  which  city  he  was  in  niomentfiry 

expectation  of  receiving  a  [lassjiort,  and  where,  he 

had  great  encouragement  to   believe,  he    should 

obtain  perniissioii  to  dispose  of  our  cargo,  or  at 

least  of  some  jiart  of  it.      Gf  the  result  of  his 

neijotiation,    he    would    inform    ua    by    a    boat, 

which   should   bo  despatched  to  the  islands,  im-  | 


mediately  on  his  return  to  San  Hlas,  which,  it  was 
suiiposed,  would  be  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight 
weeks. 

There  being  no  further  cau.so   for  remaining 
here,  we  readily  obeyed  tlie  order  of  the  Governor, 
without  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of  enforcing  it ; 
and,    having    signed    duplicate    recei])ts    for    the 
amount  of  onr  supjilies,  we  sailed,  in  the  evening 
of  the  1st  of  August,  as  soon   as  the  land  breeze 
came  off.     The  next  day  we  anchored  in  a  beauti- 
ful smooth   sandy  bay,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
middle  island,  at  about  two  cables'  length  from  the 
shore,  and  perfectly  secure  from  the  violence  of 
the  southeast  winds,  which,  at  this  season  of  the  j 
year,   blow  occasionally  with  great  force.     Hero  I 
we  again  enjoyed  the  great  pleasure  of  uncontrolled  i 
action ;   and  here,  without  molestation,    we   im-  | 
proved  the  op[iortunity  of  overhauling  the  rigging,  | 
re|iairing  the  sails,  brushing  up   tin;  vessel,  and 
procuring  a  good  suiipiy  of  fuel,  which  was  very 
abundant,  of  good  cuiality,  and  obtained  with  gretit 
e.'ise.      In    the    performanei^   of   these    necessary 
labours,  with  alternate   periods  of  recreation   oil 
shore,  we   had   consumed  five  weeks  ;  and  then, 
desirous  of  changing  the  .scene,  we   visit;  d    the 
northern  island  of  the  group,  and  found  as  good 
anchorage  in  a  liay,  on  the  eastern  side  of  this 
island,  as  that  wi;  jiad  ,just   left.     After  jiassing 
nearly  a  week  at  this  beautiful  island,  we  returned 
to  our  former  anchorage,  at  the  middle  island,  in 
the  hope  and  expectation  of  seeing  the  messenger 
from    itouissillon   the  following    week.      But   the 
following,  and  even  the  tenth  week,  since  leaving 
San  Bias,  passed  away  ;  and  the  messenger  failed 
to  make  his  a])pearaiice. 

Me  made  excursions  on  shore,  every  day,  for 
the    advantage  of  exercise   and    recreation,    and 
frequently  |>erniitted  the  crew  to  do  the  same,  one 
half  at  a  time.     The  underwood  formed  an  impa.s- 
sable  barrier,  which  )irevrnted  our  penetrating  to 
the  interior  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  gullies, 
which  had  been  made  liy  the  rains.     It  was  un- 
usual lor  my  friend  Shalerand  myself  to  leave  the 
vessel  at  the  same  time,  liiH'anse  we  had  not  much 
conlidence  in  the    mate  ;    but,  occasionally,  this 
precaution  was  neglected.     On  one  of  those  days, 
when  we  were  on  shore  together,  we  were  astonish- 
ed, in  emerging  from  the  woods,  to  ]ierceivc  our 
shi]i,  under  .sail,  a  long  way  to  leeward,  and  stand- 
ing out  to  sea.     Although  the  wind  blew  strong, 
yet  it  was  oil'  shore  ;  consequently,  the  water  was 
smooth,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  the 
cable  had  iiarted.     The  idea,  therefore,  suggested 
iiself  to  our  minds,  simultaneously,  that  the  imite 
was  going  oft'  with  the  ship.     With  such  an   im- 
pression, on  a  desert  island,  without  a  boat,  with- 
out provisions,  and  destitute  of  a  change  of  cloth- 
ing, our  situation  may  easily  be  imagined  to  have 
been  a  forlorn  one.     Watching,  therefore,  with  in- 
tense interest,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  the  ship  tack, 
and  perceiving  that  she  kept  on   her  course  sea- 
ward, until  her  hull  was  scarcely  discernible,  we 
began  to  believe  in  the  correctness  of  our  first  im- 
jiressions,  and  to  liespair  of  again  controlling  the 
destiny  of  the  Lelia  Byrd,  when  we  had  the  great 
.satisfaction  of  seeing  her  wear  round,  and  stand  in 
for  the  anehornge.     In  about  six  hours  from  the 
time  of  parting  the  cable,  she  again  east  anchor  in 
the  bay,  and  wo  were  rejoiced  to  find  our  sus- 
picions misplaced.    It  appeared  that  the  anchorage 
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was  loss  clear  than  we  had  supposed,  and  that  the 
cable  had  been  cliafcd  ott". 

Such  a  protracted  state  of  suspense  and  unccr- 
tauity  had  Ix'conie  extremely  irksome  and  embar- 
rassing. With  the  great  loss  of  time  and  conf^e- 
queiit  expense,  our  provisions  and  stores  were 
daily  diminisiiing,  without  our  perceiving  how  or 
whore  they  could  bo  replace<l.  It  had  become, 
therefore,  indispensable,  that  a  decision  should  not 
be  delayed,  as  to  our  next  move;  and  the  choice 
was  presented,  of  going  away  without  hearing  from 
Rouissilloii,  or  of  risking  the  effect  of  the  (Jover- 
nor's  hostility,  by  again  entering  the  roadstead  of 
San  Bias.  The  latter  ap[>earing  to  us  to  be  the 
least  of  the  two  difficulties,  when  viewed  as  con- 
nected with  the  disposal  of  our  cargo,  we  acted  in 
conformity.  Our  advances,  when  neariiig  the 
port,  were  made  with  caution  ;  and  every  prepa- 
ration was  made  to  repel  any  force  that  might  be 
sent  to  molest  us.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  I  Ith 
day  of  October,  being  nearly  up  with  the  remark- 
able rock  at  the  western  entrance  of  the  bay  of 
San  Illas,  it  was  considered  to  be  most  prudent  not 
to  anchor.  We  therefore  layby  all  night  in  sight 
of  the  town,  using  all  requisite  caution  against 
being  taken  by  surjirise. 

Karly  the  following  morning,  we  perceived  a 
canoe  a]>proaehing  us,  paildled  I)y  Indians  ;  and, 
soon  after,  they  were  alongsiile,  and  handed  us 
the  long  expected  letter  from  Kouissilion.  It  was 
dated  at  (Juadalaxara,  on  iiis  way  to  Mexico  ;  and 
its  contents  were  of  the  most  eneoni-aging  charac- 
ter, lie  had  been  treated  with  great  kindness 
and  hospitality  by  many  of  the  most  respectable 
inha))itants  of  the  place,  whence  his  letter  was 
dated.  He  had  received  a  very  civil  letter  from 
the  Viceroy,  accompanied  with  a  pass])ort  for  the 
capital,  and  a  permission  to  sell,  at  San  Bias,  a 
sufficient  amount  of  the  cargo  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
plies with  which  we  had  been  provided,  and  ex- 
prcsse<l  a  confidence  of  success  in  <ibtaining  per- 
mission to  sell  the  whole  cargo,  and  to  return  to 
San  Bias,  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. 
This  was,  indeed,  intelligence  of  a  very  exhilara- 
ting character,  and  tended  to  annihilate  those 
forebodings  of  failure,  for  which,  befw'o  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  there  was  but  too  great 
cause.  Among  other  items,  Rmiissillon  informed 
us,  that,  in  consequence  of  tlit;  combined  repre- 
sentafion  of  the  Commissary  and  himself,  backed 
by  several  of  the  most  respectable  people  of  Tipee, 
of  the  very  uncivil  and  rude  treatment  of  the  go- 
vernor, towards  citizens  of  a  jiower  in  amity  with 
Spain,  he  had  been  reprimanded  by  the  viceroy. 
Being  in  feebh'  he:illh,  this  circumstance,  com- 
bine<l  with  the  vexation  ])roduced  by  perceiving 
himself  to  be  out-i,'eneralled  by  the  commissary, 
acting  upon  an  exceedingly  irritable  teni|)erament, 
had  produced  a  fever,  which  terminated  his  exist- 
ence, about  a  week  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
letter. 

Having  <lespatched  the  Indians  with  a  re|)ly 
to  l{ouissillon's  letter,  we  again  returned  to  our 
old  anchorage  at  the  northern  island  ;  for,  not- 
withstanding there  was  now  no  longer  any  danger 
in  lying  at  anchor  near  .San  Ulas,  yet,  as  theregu- 
liitions  made  it  imperative,  that  we  should  receive 
a  guard  on  board  while  there,  it  was  considered  to 
be  worth  .all  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  ishunls,  if 
oidy  to  be  emancipated  from  this  incumbrance. 


Our  excursions  over  them  had  been  so  often  re. 
peated,  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  other  induce- 
nieiit  to  penetrate  into  their  woods  than  a  desire 
for  exercise.  A  deviation  from  the  general 
monotony  of  our  situation  occurred  one  day,  in 
the  taking  of  an  enormous  fi.sli,  A  school  of  them 
had  been,  several  hours,  gambolling  about  the 
bay,  .sometimes  throwing  thenis(dves  wholly  em 
of  the  water,  and  coming  down  into  it  again  with 
a  splash  and  foam,  which  might  be  heard  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile.  As  they  approached  our  an- 
chorage, the  mate  and  two  men  went  in  the  joliv- 
boat,  and  succeeded  in  tiirowing  the  harpoon  intd 
one  of  them.  The  nn)nster,  feeling  the  wouinl, 
darted  off,  seaward,  like  a  shot.  As  soon  as  lie 
had  taken  oH'  about  twenty  fathoms  of  whah-  liiu', 
the  end  of  which  was  nuide  fast  to  the  boat,  lie 
carried  off  the  boat  with  siicii  prodigious  velocity, 
that  it  was  only  by  good  steering, and  keeping  her 
in  a  direct  line  with  his  course,  that  she  was  ]ire- 
veiited  from  swanqting.  It  was  an  amusing  spec- 
tacle to  see  the  boat  goiTig  off  with  such  great 
rai>idity,  and  for  such  a  distance,  without  perceiv- 
ing the  propelling  |)owor.  At  length,  after  havini; 
run  about  a  mile,  he  became  exhausted;  and  the 
men  in  the  boat  hauled  in  the  line,  until  tliev 
came  up  with  him,  when  they  contrived  to  get  liis 
head  towards  the  island  ;  and  after  a  moment,  as 
it  were  to  bi'oathe,  he  returned  with  almost  equal 
velocity.  When  near  the  island,  they  hauled  ii|) 
to  him,  and,  by  beating  him  with  the  oars,  drove 
him  on  shore.  He  was  sn]>i)o.sed  to  be  a  sun-fi.-ili, 
in  shape  not  unlike  a  flounder,  and  weighed  seven 
or  eight  hundred  pounds. 

The  beautiful  grou])  of  islands,  called,  from 
their  number,  the  Three  Marias,  where  we  liail 
])assed  so  many  weeks,  presents  to  the  view,  from 
the  shore  to  their  sunnnits,  a  thicket  of  trees  ami 
underwood  of  the  most  luxuriant  verdure.  So 
strongly  interlaced  is  this  underwood,  that  it  is 
impeiu'trable  ;  and  it  is  only  through  the  dopp 
ravines  made  by  the  rains,  that  any  part  of  tiie 
interior  can  be  reached.  These  islands  abound 
with  rabbits,  raccoons,  turtles,  wild  pigeons,  |i:a'- 
rots,  parro((uets,  and  various  kinds  of  beautiful 
small  liirds.  Wood  suitable  for  fuel  is  procurable 
ill  any  (luantity,  with  moderate  labour.  .Among 
the  hard  woods  lignumvitie  is  very  abundant. 
Water  is  procurable  only  at  the  issue  of  tlii' 
ravines,  after  a  considerable  rain,  excepting  ;it 
the  eastern  side  of  the  northern  island,  wlieie 
there  is  a  we'll,  which  never  failed  to  yield  us  an 
abundant  supply. 

The  time  agreed  upon  for  our  return  to  San 
Bias  having  arrived,  we  again  proceeded  tliither, 
and  anchored  in  the  roads  on  the '2l)th  of  Octolier. 
The  usual  guard  were  immediately  sent  on  boanl, 
tlu>  sergeant  of  w  liich  was  the  bearer  of  a  polite 
note  from  the  commandant  of  the  Resguardo,  do- 
siring  to  be  informed  of  the  object  of  our  return. 
A  visit  fnnii  him,  almost  simultaneously,  stiper- 
sedeil  the  necessity  of  a  reply,  as  he  immediiitily 
acknowledged  it  to  lie  only  a  piece  of  necessary 
formality  without  meaning.  Thi're  w:is  a  general 
freedom  and  ease  observable  in  his  manner,  which 
formed  a  contrast  with  that  manifested  at  oiir 
previous  visit  ;  from  which  we  inferred  that  tlic 
new  governor  was  of  a  chariicter  less  severe  ami 
exact  than  his  |)rodecessor,  and,  consequently, 
that  \vc  might  indulge  a  hope  of  being  permitted 
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to  proceed  in  tlie  accoin])lislimciit  of  (mr  business, 
without  onfountorini;  any  ik'w  obstacles. 

JJy  a  letter  from  Uouissilloii,  dated  at  Mexico, 
we  found,  that  tliere  wan  cause  to  apprehend  that 
'  he  had  been  too  sanguine  of  success.  His  nienio- 
.  rial  te  tlie  Viceroy  liad  not  produced  tlio  desired 
elfect  ;  aiul  an  order  tluit  tlie  governor  sliouhl 
demand  of  us  a  list  of  tlic  stores  which  we  needeil, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  suiiplied,  we  should 
leave  the  port,  presented  l)ut  discouraging  pro- 
spects for  the  result  of  his  efforts  at  Mexico.  In 
reply  to  the  governor,  we  exjiresscd  regret  at  our 
inability  to  s[)ecify  the  <|uantity  of  the  stores  re- 
(piired,  from  not  having  been  informed  liy  Mr. 
Uouissilloii  for  what  destination  ho  iiitendeil  the 
ship.  Delay  was  our  object,  while  any  chance  of 
success  i)resented  itself  ;  and  before  we  could  act 
on  the  governor's  letter,  we  hail  the  iileasure  of 
learning  from  our  friend  that  a  secoiul  memorial, 
aceoinpanied  by  a  judicious  ap])licatioii  of  a  small 
doiicrur,  had  been  the  means  of  obtaining  leave 
for  the  disjxisal  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  inti- 
mated, that,  by  agreeing  to  sell  the  cargo  at  a 
ti'itliiig  advance  on  the  invoice,  and  to  p.articular 
jiei'smis,  a  ))eriiiission  might  be  obt;;ined  to  dis- 
jiose  of  the  whole  ;  j.  e.  that  if  he  would  consent 
to  give  up  the  profit  we  were  seeking  to  those  who 
had  iiiHuence  with  government,  they  would  obtjiin 
the  i-eqnisite  permission.  Houissilloii,  however, 
declined  the  proposal,  justly  eoncludiiig  that,  with 
the  above  permission,  as  great  an  amount  of  proKt 
might  bt!  made  on  one  half  the  invoice,  as  the 
I  wliiile  wciuld  produce  by  acceding  to  it. 

On  his  return  from  Mexico,  Mr.  Roui.ssillon 
passed  a  fortnight  at  Tipec,  endeavouring  to  find 
))iircliasers  for  the  cargo,  but  without  success, 
lie  arrived  at  San  Hlas  on  the  10th  of  December, 
ami  the  luixt  day  we  opened  our  sale;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  us,  the  permission  was  so  limited,  that 
the  merchants  of  (iuadalaxara  did  not  consider  it 
an  object  sufJiciently  groat  to  induce  them  to  come 
I  on  ;  those  of  Tipec  were  very  inconsiderable  in 
I  number  and  means,  and  consequently  tlie  sale 
advanced  heavily. 

We  had  now  reached  the  twelfth  day  of  the  new 
year  (KS0,'5),  and  the  prospects  of  a  favourable 
result  of  our  enterprise  were  very  small.  A  pe- 
i'eni]>tory  order  for  our  immediate  departure  was 
received  from  the  Governor,  who  observed  that, 
presuniing  we  should  ri^idily  obey  it,  he  had 
wrilleii  to  (he  Viceroy  to  this  effect  ;  and,  there- 
fore, exacted  a  compliance.  This  order  would 
have  been  obeyed  without  hesitation,  but  for  a 
new  object,  of  sufficient  nia;;nitude  to  induci'  us 
to  take  the  risk  of  a  quarrel  for  its  attainment. 
An  arrival  from  California  had  brouglita  (|nantity 
of  sea  otters'  skins,  which  we  hoped  to  be  able  to 
Jiurehase;  but,asthe  owiierof  them  was  at  Mexico, 
a  few  days  was  necessarily  reipiired  for  tlr-  nego- 
tiation. We  therefon^  remonstrated  with  the 
OoveriKU",  urged  the  impossibility  of  obeclience  to 
his  order,  and  requested  the  liberty  of  remaining 
a  few  days  longer.  As  the  (JoveriKU"  declined 
laking  the  responsibility  wholly  on  his  own  shoul- 
ders, lie  called  a  council  of  oHicers,  who  came  to 
the  determination  that  we  might  remain  ten  days 
longer.  This  was  sufficient  f<u'  our  purpose.  We 
succeeded  in  purchasing  sixteen  hundred  sea 
otters'  skins,  on  such  advantageous  terms,  that  it 


would  secure  our  voyage  from  loss,  even  if  we 
made  no  further  sales. 

The  Governor  could  but  ill  conceal  his  vex- 
ation at  our  refusal  to  obey  his  (uvler  for  our 
de|)arture  ;  and  we  were,  therefore,  not  fne  from 
apprehension  that  he  had  some  sinister  design  in 
consenting  to  our  remaining  longer.  Various  re- 
ports were  in  circulation  tending  to  induce  us  to 
be  at  all  times  on  our  guanl.  The  rumour  of 
there  being  a  body  of  custom-house  guards  on 
their  way  hither  from  Guadalaxara,  whoso  object 
was  to  search  our  vessel  for  money,  was  so  cur- 
rent, anil  appeared  to  be  so  probable,  that  we  w  ero 
induced  to  agree  on  a  mode  of  ])roceediiig  in  the 
event  of  such  an  attempt.  Mr.  Shaler's  superior 
knowledge  of  the  Siiauish  language  made  it  desir- 
able that  he  should  stay  on  sliore  to  transact  the 
business  there,  while  1  remained  on  board  to 
attend  to  the  duties,  and,  as  i'ar  as  practicable,  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  slji)>  ;  for,  as  an  apology 
for  wearing  away  the  time  until  our  object  was 
accomiilished,  we  had  rigged  a  mizen-niast,  and 
converted  our  iirig  into  a  ship.  As.  in  tin;  event 
of  any  hostile  movement  on  the  ]iart  of  the  Spa- 
niards, it  was  not  jirobable  that  he  could  obtain 
such  timely  notice  of  it  as  to  effect  a  retreat,  it 
was  agreed,  that  on  seeing  them  approach  I  should 
get  the  ship  under  way,  carrying  off  the  .Spanish 
guard,  and  lie  by  at  a  moderate  distance,  wliero 
1  could  make  reasonable  terms  for  the  exchange 
of  pri.soners. 

\\'hile  in  this  state  of  apprehension,  and  about 
the  time  it  was  sii[iposed  the  guards  from  Guada- 
laxara would  arrive,  the  men  in  our  boat,  which 
brought  oli'  the  day's  provisions,  reported  that 
there  were  two  large  launches  at  the  landing, 
ready  manned.  The  men  were  lying  on  their 
oars,  a])[iarently  waiting  the  arrival  of  their 
otHcers,  and  said  they  were  going  on  board  our 
vessel  for  a  hawser  we  had  borrowed.  Two 
launches,  with  twenty  men  each,  to  carry  on  .shore 
a  hawser,  was  a  very  improbable  story  ;  and  as  I 
could  imagine  no  other  cause  than  that  of  putting 
into  execution  the  rumoured  search,  J  imme- 
diately made  all  preparation  to  .avoid  it.  But,  as 
it  was  exceedingly  desirable  to  avoid  a  collision, 
if  possible,  I  caused  all  the  sails  to  be  loosed,  the 
topsails  to  be  sheeted  home,  and  the  cable  to  be 
hove  short.  With  great  anxiety  1  watched  the 
setting  in  of  the  sea-breeze,  which  was  unusually 
late  ;  but  at  length  it  came  with  much  force,  and 
dissipated  our  apprehensions.  Desirous  of  being 
relieved  from  so  unpleasant  a  state  of  susjiense,  I 
despatched  the  jolly-boat  with  a  letter  to  Shaler, 
informing  him  of  my  suspicious,  the  measures  1 
had  taken,  and  my  detorniination  to  bo  off,  if  the 
jolly-boat  did  not  return  before  the  sea-bree/e 
began  to  abate.  As  the  guard  could  not  avoid 
seeing  our  preparations,  I  advised  him  to  antici- 
pate anything  they  might  coinniunicate  to  the 
Governor,  by  stating  the  facts  to  him  in  ])eisoii. 

Whatever  may  have  been  intended,  nothing  was 
done  ;  our  men  performed  their  errand  and  re- 
turned on  board  unmolested.  Tlu'  next  day  the 
Conimandant  made  us  a  visit  in  the  government 
felucca  of  twenty  oars,  and  with  the  royal  flag 
displayed.  Alter  rowing  round  the  vessel,  as  ho 
said,  to  see  luiw  she  looked  rigged  as  a  ship,  he 
came  on  board,  and  ])artook  of  a  collation,  which 
had  been  prepared  during  the  time  he  was  engaged 
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in  roeomioitrinc;  <>iiv  vessel  without  and  within. 
We  oliserved  liini  to  be  piirtieularly  attentive  to 
our  arniiinicnt,  ami  his  inquiries  relative  to  the 
imnil)er  of  sniail-arnis  we  had  on  hoard,  kc,  led 
us  to  lielieve  tliat  the  olijeet  of  liis  visit  was  to 
ascertain  our  streni;th. 

Ajiprehensive  tliat  we  nii^lit  he  pouiiced  upon 
at  any  moment,  !>>•  an  overwhelniin!;  I'orce,  hut 
presuiiiiiii;  that  they  would  wait  until  we  were 
nearly  ready  to  depart,  as  then  the  jirize  would 
be  most  valuable,  and  our  eulpability  most  palpa- 
ble, it  was  important  that  the  Commandant  should 
be  kept  ijjnorant  of  our  intention.  \\'hen  he 
asked,  therefore,  if  we  intended  fH>'\U)i  tlie  follow- 
in;;  day,  we  suggested  to  him  that  we  could  not 
settle  our  accounts  with  the  connnissary  in  time 
for  that  imrpose,  to  the  truth  of  which  he  assented. 
As  a  further  evidene(>  of  the  necessity  of  anotlu'r 
day's  delay,  we  referred  to  the  lar;;o  bulk  and 
amount  of  merchandise  yet  on  shori'. 

This  merchandise,  to  tlie  value  of  about  three 
thousand  dollars,  was  intended  to  be  left  in  ehari;e 
of  Rouissillon,  to  be  solil  tor  our  account  ;  and  the 
proceeds  to  l)e  settled  for  when  we  sli<iul(l  meet  in 
the  United  States.  Although  no  ]ierniission  was 
obtained  from  the  (Jovernor  for  taking  the  sea- 
otters'  skins  on  board,  yet,  as  they  were  under  the 
charge  of  the  connnissary,  from  w  hom  we  received 
them,  there  was  no  obstacle  to  it.  It  was  nearly 
dark  by  the  time  we  had  received  the  last  of  them 
!  on  board  ;  and  then  the  connnissary  was  very 
urgent  th.it  wo  should  not  delay  a  moment  unne- 
cessarily bef(n-o  jintting  to  sea  ;  as  he  was  a]»pre- 
hensive,  that  if  the  transaction  became  generally 
known,  it  would  involve  him  as  well  as  ourselves 
in  trouble.  However  friendly  this  advice,  it  was 
not  needed,  as  our  preparations  were  already  made 
to  be  away,  's  soon  as  the  object  for  which  we 
had  been  so  solicitous  was  fecured.  \\'e  therefore 
sent  the  guard  ashore  in  :he  launch  that  brought 
off  the  skins,  and  were  away  under  a  crowd  of 
sail  before  even  the  launch  could  have  reached  the 
shore.  As  the  commandant  had  no  doubt  of  our 
intention  to  remain  another  day,  if  his  desit;ns 
were  what  we  liad  strong  reason  to  suspect,  he 
must  h;ive  been  greatly  ihs.Tppi)inted  in  the  morn- 
ing to  discover  that  '•  the  liird  hud  llown." 

It  w.is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  that  we 
parted  hero  with  our  excellent  and  an\iable  friend 
the  Count  John  do  llouissillon,  with  whom  we  had 
been  so  intimately  associated  for  so  long  a  period, 
and  who  had  shared  so  largely  in  tlio  various  jier- 
plexing  scenes  incident  to  the  ])rosecution  of  our 
object.  'I'o  his  address  aiul  perseverance  we  were 
mainly  indebted  for  the  pernussion  obtained  from 
the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  for  the  sale  of  a  \r,\rt  of 
our  cargo,  and  for  the  indulgence  of  the  additional 
time  in  port  nocessai-y  to  secure  the  sea-otters' 
skins.  Wo  liad  left  with  him  manufactures  to 
the  amount  of  about  three  thousand  dollars  cost, 
and  which  were  worth,  at  the  actual  prices  there, 
more  than  three  times  that  cost.  From  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this,  after  defraying  his  expenses,  he  was 
to  account  with  us  in  the  United  States,  where  we 
anticipated  much  pleasure  in  meeting  him  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year.  At  parting,  he  ex- 
pressed the  unalloyed  enjoyment  he  had  expe- 
rienced on  board,  his  grateful  feelings  for  our 
confidence,  and  his  earnest  desire  of  realising  tho 
pleasure  of  rnecting  us  again  in  that  land  of  liberty 


and  of  eipial  rights  ;  of  which,  lie  said,  he  sIkihIi 
be  jiroud  to  become  a  citizen. 

The  Count  d»"   Kouissillon  was  the  descend.int 
of  an  ancient  noble  family  of  I'olantl.     An  advd. 
cate  for  liberty,  he  could  not  brook  the  subju!,'.i- 
tion  of  ills  country,  and  for  his  efforts  to  avert  it, 
lie  was  proscribe<l  and  was  without  a  homt'  when  we 
l)ecame  aenuainted  with  him  at  llaniburgli.     11,> 
jiossessed  a  jiowerfiil  intellect,  and  gave  evidence 
that  great  cai-e  had  been  taken  in  its  cultivation. 
llis  acipiiremeiits  in  mathematics,  in  astronomy, 
in  music,  in  drawing,  were  very  respectable  ;  anil 
there    was   scarcely    a    European    language  with 
which   he  was  not  familiar.     Having  with  hint, 
among  others,  books  in  the  Russian,  Polish,  anil 
(ierman  languages,  the  Spanish  authorities,  wlm 
are    extremely    watchful    and    rigorous   in   tliiir 
exaniination    of    all    books,    were    actually  con- 
founded  by  them  ;  but  allowed   them  to  jkish  on 
the  well-grounded  conviction,  that  nobody  in  tlio 
country  could  read  them,  and  therefore  that  tin y 
could  do  no  harm.     For  these  attainments  he  wa,s 
not  more  indebted  to  a  tine  intellect  than  to  an 
untiring   industry  ;    which  was  so  habitual,  that 
he  seemeil  to  grudge  a  monient's  time  that  wiw 
passed   without   adding   something   to   his    know- 
h'dge.     So  that  when  walking  the  deck  for  exer- 
cise,  if  there  was  nobody  to  walk  and  converse 
with  him,   Ik-    would   be   engaged    in   practisiiii; 
some  new  music  on  his  flute.     JJeiiig  at  this  time 
only  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  liis  jirospect  for 
honourable  distinction  seemed  all  that  his  ambi- 
tion could  desire  ;   but,  unfortunately,  his  earthly 
cours(>  was  cut  .short  not  long  after  we  parted. 
To  our  gi'eat  grief  we  learned,  on  arriving  in  the 
United  States,  that  lie  died  at  Jle.xico  some  tiiiio 
in  the  year   1803.     The  exclusive   (loliey  of  tlie 
.Spanish  government,  relating  to   all    foreigners, 
then  in  full  operation,  nuuh^  it  so  difficult  to  obtain 
any  information   from   Mexico,  that  we  were  dis- 
couraged from  any  attempt  to  ascertain  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  death,  or  to  learn  what  became  of 
our  pro]ierty,  or  of  his  clfects  :  and,  to  this  day, 
we  remain  in  ignorance  of  everytliing  relating  to 
these  subjects. 

The  diiy  after  oiir  dcjiarture  from  San  Bias  we 
anchored  once  more  in  the  bay  of  the  northern 
island  of  the  Three  .Marias  on  the  'ICtth  of  January, 
1803  .More  than  fifteen  months  had  elapsed  since 
our  depiirture  from  Europe,  and  our  vessel  being 
coppered  to  light-water  mark  only,  we  now  jier- 
ceiveJ  that  the  worms  had  made  dreadful  havoc 
with  the  wooden  sheathing.  It  therefore  hail 
become  necessary  to  careen  and  boot-top  the 
vessel  ;  an  operation  for  which  we  were  but 
poorly  prepared  ;  and  therefore  in  tlie  perform- 
ance of  it,  and  in  replenishing  our  stock  of  wood 
and  water,  a  fortnight  was  consumed. 

Here  we  accidentally  found  out  that  our  danger 
of  being  .seized  at  .San  Ulas  had  been  much  greater 
than  we  had  appi-ehended,  from  a  cause  of  which 
wc  had  no  suspicion,  and  therefore  could  not 
guard  against,  the  treachery  of  tho  chief  mate. 
This  officer  was  a  young  Englishman,  whose  con- 
duct after  leaving  Valparaiso  wiis  so  reprehensible 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  suspend  liim  from 
duty  ;  but  he  occupied  his  place  at  our  table,  was 
permitted  to  go  on  shore  when  he  pleased,  and 
was  treated  with  proper  civility.  From  some 
iritiiuiitiuns  which  he  occasionally  threw  out   to 
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tlic  men,  that  lie  Iind  forborne  to  cause  tlie  vessel 
to  lie  si'ized,  and  that  he  had  hcen  offered  a  tliou- 
siitiil  doMai-s  for  his  journal,  it  immediately  oe- 
ouiTfd  to  us  that  he  had  l)een  more  intiuiate  with 
till-  authorities  of  San  Ulas  than  was  eousistent 
with  our  safety  ;  and,  if  so,  that  we  ouj;ht  to  know 
it,  to  (juard  against  the  future.  As  it  siemed  to 
be  the  most  direet  way  of  ))roviu};  his  j^uilt  or  his 
iiinocenee,  and  a  measure  tiiat  was  justitiahle,  on 
tlie  priMoii)Ie  of  self-preservation,  we  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  seizini;  his  jiapers.  These  we  found  to 
consist  of  a  few  letters  and  his  sea-journal. 

On  examinini;  the  journal  we  ]iereeived  it  had 
bi'cn  mutilated,  and  dates  only  previous  to  our 
arrival  at  Valparaiso,  and  subse(|uent  to  our 
leavinij  there,  remained,  lleiu-e  there  was  stroui; 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  intermediate  ]ior- 
tion,  relatinfj  to  our  transactions  at  Valparaiso, 
was  in  possession  of  the  (government  of  Sun  Ulas. 
.Anionnst  the  letters  there  was  only  one  that 
related  to  us.  This  was  a  letter  of  introduction 
froTu  the  commandant  to  a  friend  at  .Macao,  in 
which  he  speak^  ■.('  our  iiifjratitude  to  him,  and  of 
his  liavin;;  so  c(piiimitted  himself  in  his  eiideavoui 
to  be  serviceable  to  us,  that  he  was  unable  to 
act  as  duty  reijuired,  from  the  fear  of  conse- 
quences, &c.  lie  also  recounnends  his  friend  to 
;;ive  uiore  credence  to  any  representation  which 
the  bearer  mijjht  make  to  him,  than  to  tlio.se  of 
the  eaiitaiu. 

This  iuvesti;;;ation  sati-sfied  us  that  wi;  had 
csciiped  seizure  by  the  mere  accident  of  the 
mate's  not  makin;,'  his  comniuuicatiou  to  the  com- 
inaiulaut  until  this  ollicer  had  become  so  much  a 
jiarty  in  the  tran  .,<ti(in.  as  to  make  his  own  safety 
depend  on  it.s  "onci  ilment.  Our  suspicions  of  his 
hostile  intentiDMS.  jk  refor(>,  may  have  been  erro- 
neous,  and  our  hurried  departure  unnecessary; 
but,  if  we  erred,  it  will  be  acknowledged  to  have 
been  on  the  side  of  prudence. 
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Oun  opportunity  for  becominj^  acquainted  with 
San  Ulas  and  its  environs  had  been  oven  greater 
than  we  desired,  and  a,  short  notice  of  it  may  bo 
proper  in  this  place.  San  Ulas  is  a  port  and 
'.'"val  arsenal,  in  the  i)rovince  of  New  Gallieia,  in 
-lie  viceroyalty  of  Mexico,  in  latitude;  21"  'Mi' 
north.  The  port,  formed  by  a  branch  of  the  river 
Santiago  and  an  island  to  the  south-westward,  is  of 
small  capacity,  very  narrow,  and  ])orfectly  secure. 
A  bar  at  its  entrance,  on  which  there  is  not  usually 
more  tluin  fourteen  feet  of  water,  makes  its  neces- 
sary, before  attempting  to  enter,  to  lighten  the 


vessel  in  the  road  to  ten  or  eleven  feet,  or  in  jiro- 
portion  as  the  swell  may  be  on  the  bar  at  the  time 
of  going  over  it.  It  is  defeiuled  by  two  batteries: 
tlie  one,  of  eight  guns,  on  an  eminence  of  the 
island  ;  the  (jther  on  the  beach  abreast  the  town, 
besides  several  gunboats.  The  road  is  perfectly 
safe  for  ships  while  the  north-west  winds  are  pre- 
valent, which  is  from  November  to  April.  During 
the  other  months  of  the  year,  when  the  south-east 
winds  prevail,  .vl  icli  sometimes  blow  with  great 
force,  it  is  not  safe  lying  there.  At  this  season, 
al.so,  the  thuiider-s(iualls  are  fre(|uent,aiul  are  the 
most  awfully  sublime  that  can  be  inuigined.  On 
one  night  in  jiarticula  •,  for  the  s])ace  of  three 
hours,  there  was  scarce  a  nujuieufs  inter:iii.-,.si'in 
between  the  claps  of  thunder  ;  the  roar  of  which, 
by  drowning  the  voices,  made  it  re((uisite  to  sub- 
stitute  signs  for  performing  the  duty  of  giving  the 
shi])  more  cable.  The  li,i,htning  was  ince.s.sant 
and  vivid,  running  in  currents  down  the  rigo;iug 
and  fon;  and  aft  the  ship,  and  apparently  would 
have  enveloped  her  in  Hames  but  for  the  torrents 
of  water  which  were  at  the  same  tiu)e  falling. 
The  scene  was  by  far  a  more  awful  one  of  the  kind 
than  I  ever  witnessed  before  or  since  ;  ijnd  we 
considered  ourselves  very  fortunate  in  escaping  all 
other  mischief  than  tliat  of  dragging  our  anchor  a 
mile  or  two. 

'I  he  town  is  situated  on  a  hill,  commanding  a 
fine  view  of  the  bay,  from  which  it  makes  a  ])retty 
ajqiearance.  This  impression,  however,  is  not 
contirnied  on  entering  it,  the  liouses  being  gene- 
rally very  ordinary  structures,  and  the  streets 
very  dirty.  There  are  about  five  thou.sand  inha- 
bitants, including  the  .seven  hundred  usually  at- 
tached to  tli(!  arsenal.  The  annual  expense  of  the 
arsenal  at  this  time  was  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  conunerce  of  San  Ulas  is,  inilred, 
trifling,  there  beinn  onlv  three  snudl  merchant- 
vessels  owned  here.  The  most  valuable  produc- 
tion of  the  neiahbouring  country  is  the  red  cedar, 
which  is  of  large  size,  and  very  abundant.  This  ; 
is  u.sed  for  thi;  building  of  ships,  for  the  masts  and 
spars,  for  boats,  oars,  liouses,  and,  indeed,  for  | 
everythiu!;.  From  the  month  of  June  until  .Sep-  | 
teniber,  the  climate  of  .*>an  Ulas  is  considered  to 
be  so  unhealthy  that  all  who  have  the  ability  to 
remove  go  to  Tijiec,  which  is  situated  in  the  high- 
lands, about  sixty  miles  distant. 

'I'lie  domestic  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  i 
San  lilas  and  Tipec  are  beginning  to  manifest 
signs  of  discontent  and  insubonlination  which  are 
alarming  to  the  Spanish  authorities.  An  insur- 
rection was  quelleil  last  year,  which  came  near  to 
annihilating  the  Spanish  su])remacy  in  this  quar- 
ter. All  alarm  was  given  while  we  were  here. 
All  was  bustle  and  activity  ;  and  all  the  able  men 
with  field-pieces,  iScc.  were  or(lered  to  Tipec,  near 
which  the  attack  was  expected.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  Indians  are  instigated  by  Creole 
Spaniards,  who,  incapable  of  longer  supporting 
their  oppression,  are  rc.idy  to  make  use  of  such 
auxiliaries  to  effect  their  emancipation.  A  sjiirit 
of  discontent  and  alienation  towards  the  govern- 
ment seems  to  pervade  the  whole  viceroyalty  "f 
Mexico.  This  was  confirmed  by  our  letters  from 
Rouissillon,  wliile  at  Mi  xico,  who  mentions,  that 
inflammatory  and  revolutionary  addresses  to  the 
people  arc  currently  circulated  in  the  city,  one  of 
wliich  was  handed  to  him  while  at  the  theatre. 
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SIX'OND  VOYAGE.— I-KLIA    HYHD. 


It  was  written  ill  tlie  Froiifh  langu.ac;?.  Its  pur-  I 
]>firt  was,  to  iiiai<i'  known  to  tlio  citizens  their 
riiclits;  to  sliow  tlieni  how  tliey  were  violated  anil 
trampled  npon  ;  and  to  sui,'L;est  that  the  remedy 
was  in  tiieir  own  hands.  M'itli  a  vievv  of  K'^'i'.l 
r'cli  aid  as  we  siij)]iosed  uiij;ht  he  nsel'ul,  w  •  sent 
fill'"  copies  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  of  the  Constitution  of  tlu?  United  States. 

Ilavin^r  succeeded  in  tlie  completion  of  our  ob- 
ject at  the  Three  Maria  Island  i,  we  left  on  the 
!4th  of  Fehruary,  liound  to  San  l)iei;o,  in  Califor- 
nia, where  we  had  infornia'ijii  vif  there  being  a 
parcel  of  sea-.ittors'  skins,  whic  i  might  be  oh- 
tiiiiieil  advantageously.  1:  being  the  season  of 
the  prevalence  of  northerly  winds,  our  passage  was 
long  and  teilious.  On  the  morning  of  Kith  of 
March  we  were  becalmed  near  St.  Clement's 
Island,  where,  pei-coiving  a  smoke,  we  landed 
•ibi-easl  of  it,  an(l  found  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
cave,  formed  in  the  si.'_  of  a,  hill  by  some  over- 
hanging rocks  ,iiid  ear'h,  but  insufficient  to  all'ord 
shelter  from  the  weather  with  ar  ■  other  than 
northerly  winds,  In  this  miserable  domicii  re- 
sided eleven  persons,  men,  xvo.nen,  and  children  ; 
and  though  tlii^  temperature  was  such  as  to  make 
our  woollen  garments  re(|uisite,  they  were  all  in 
a  state  of  perfect  nudity.  'I'lu'ir  food  was  exclu- 
sively llsli,  and,  having  no  cooking  utensils,  their 
only  resource  was  baking  them  in  the  earth.  We 
could  not  )ii'rceive  that  they  posscssi>d  a  word  u( 
any  other  dialect  than  their  own,  of  which  wo 
understood  nothing.  I  had  been  familiar  with  the 
Indians  inhabiting  various  ]tarts  of  the  western 
coast  of  Anieiic:i.  lnu  never  s.iw  any  so  miserable, 
so  'iliject,  so  spiritless,  so  nearly  allieil  to  the  brute. 

Li'aving  this  wretidied  family,  after  distributing 
among  tlieni  a  few  artieli's  of  <j|d  clothing,  we  stood 
to  the  eastward  under  easy  sail  all  night,  and  fouml 
ourselves  early  in  the  mo-'iiii:  abreast  of  tlu'  port 
of  S;.;!  Diego,  A  brisk  northerly  wind  prevented 
our  gaining  the  anchorage  till  the  "fternoon,  .vlivii. 
having  jiassed  near  the  b.uiery  without  being 
hailed,  we  cauK;  to  anchor  about  a  mile  within  it. 
The  next  day,  the  ci  .umanilaiit,  Koii  .Manuel  Uo- 
drigiiez,  with  an  'sc,,rt  of  twehc  dragoons,  came 
down  abreast  o,  the  slii|).  and  re((nested  that 
till!  boat  niii,dif  b(!  sent  for  him.  This  lieiiig  done 
immediately,  he  crowdi-d  the  lioat  with  hi.,  escort, 
and  prob.ably  regretted  the  necessity  of  leavinq;  on 
shore  his  'lorse.-i,  \\\.  imd  been  t(d(l  at  .S,"n  iJlas. 
that  Don  Manuel  was  an  exci-eilingly  V!i;:-.  ,,ii,l 
pompous  man  ;  and,  indeed,  wo  found  him  so  ; 
for  such  a  ridici-leus  ilisplay  of  a  '•  little  brief  au- 
thority," and  jiompoiiH  paradi-,  I  luver  before 
witnessed.  His  ciri'ss  and  every  movement 
evinced  the  most  arrant  coxcomb.  I  laving  salu'ed 
us  on  coming  ovit  the  ship's  side,  he  waited  be- 
fo  -e  proceeiling  aft,  until  his  escor'  .vere  dra'vn 
n|  in  two  lines,  with  hats  oif  i-  one  hand,  aim 
drawn  swords  in  the  other,  and  then  passed  be- 
tween them  to  the  eoinpunion  way.  After  the 
ordinary  in(|uii'ii's,  id'  wlu  i.c-  we  can,  ■,  whither 
bound,  and  the  object  of  our  visit,  he  called  to  tlie 
ollicer  of  the  escort,  and  desired  him  to  take  a 
minute  of  the  article:,  we  rei|iiir(d.  With  these 
he  Haid  that  he  would  supply  us  the  n^  \.  day  ;  .m 
veeeivhi;,'  which,  he  slionld  expect  we  would  not 
delay  a  mom, 'lit  in  leaving  the  |i(U't.  lie  counteil 
our  men,  and.  jierceivint;  ns  to  he  only  fifteen,  all 
lold,  expressed  ustonishnient  at  the  prosumjition 


of  midertaking  ,so  long  and  dangerous  a  navigatinn 
with  so  fe-.v  men.  He  forbade  our  going  to  tlio 
town,  which  is  distant  about  three  miles,  but  gave 
us  leave  to  go  on  shore  in  tiie  neighbourhood  of 
the  vessel.  He  took  leave  with  characteristic 
]iomp,  leaving  on  board  live  of  liis  escort,  as  lie 
said,  to  see  that  we  carried  on  no  contraband 
trade. 

In   the  afternoon,  we  made  an  excursion  on 
shore;  and,  having  rambled  towards  the  battorv,  , 
which  ((unmands  the  entry  of  the  port,    withont 
meeting  with  any  person  to  prevent   our  cnterini; 
it,  we  availed  our.s(dvesof  the  opportunity  to  ascer- 
tain its  strength  ami  state.    We  found  ei^lit  brass  I 
nine-])Ounik'rs,  mounted  on  carriages,  which  a])- 
]ieared  to  be  in  good  order,  and  a  plentiful  supply  ^ 
of  ball  ;  but  there  was  no  appearance  (d'  their  hav- 
ing been  used  for  a  long  time.     As  the  examina-  ; 
tion  of  a  battery  bidonging  to  a  people  tlie  most 
jealous  and  sus[)icions  on  earth,  was  a  delicate  i 
bnsinesi ,  we  did  not  remain  long  within  its  pre. 
cinets,  and,   having  liad  an  agreeable  excursion, 
returned  on  board  at  sunset.       In  tlie  evening  wc  ; 
made  aciiuaintance  witli  our  guard,  tlie  sergeant 
of  which  ajipeared  to  bean  intelligent  young  man,   ' 
lie  informed  us,  that,  only  a  few  days  ])ast,  the 
ship  AlexaiuUr,  of  Uoston,  Caiitain  llrown.  hail 
been  there;    that  he  had  succeeded  in  ]mrchasiiifr 
from   the   soldiers   and   jieojde   sevenil   hundrcil 
skins  ;  that  inl'ormatiou  of  it  had  been  given  to 
the   cemmandant,  who,  without   iirst    demandiii!; 
their  surrender,  lioai'ded  the  ship  with  an  armcil 
force,  made  a  search,  and  took  awa:  all  the  skins 
they  could   find,  togetiier  with  some  mercliai.dise. 
These  skins,    he  said,   were  now  in  possession  of 
the  comman  "ant,  whiidi,  with  what  he  had  of  his 
own,    prrdiably  exceeded  a  thousami.     These,  w, 
made  every  effort  to  obtain  from  him;  and,  thouijli 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  he  would  have  lieeii  a.-<  well 
jileased  to   sidl,  ;';i  we   should  have  been  to  pur- 
chase them,  if  the  transaction  had  been  practicable 
witlmut   being   known   to  the  ]ieople,  yet,  as  this 
was  out  of   the  i|in  stion,   and    they  were  all  spies 
on  each   other,  b"  dared  not   indulge  his  desire  of 
selling  them  to  us.      Had  Hrown   negotiated   with 
the  commandant  Iirst,  it  is  most  probable  hewonlil 
have  obtained  the  whole  ipiantity,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  have   avoided   the  humiliating  j)reilicameiit 
of  having   liis   sliip  taken   possession  of   by    the 
rabble. 

It  was  evident  now,  that  the  object  for  whieli 
we  came  here  was  unattainable.  Having,  on  the 
21st  (d'  .March,  received  llie  supplies  we  hadasked, 
the  comm;ii,dant  again  visited  us.  In  the  same 
pompous  style,  to  receive  his  pay.  "ii  leaving  us 
he  made  known  his  ex|ieciation,  that  we  would 
leave  the  ]iort  next  morm  .  wished  ns  a  pleasant 
Voyage,  and  ve  parted  on  the  most  friendly  tei'iiis, 
\\'i'  had  III  en  otfered  a  mnnber  of  skins,  in  small 
jiarcels,  in  the  course  id'  the  day,  to  be  delivered 
to  us  after  dark,  and  iletermined  to  )iiircliase  as 
oiaiiy  as  wc  could  that  night,  Aeeorilini;ly,  he- 
tween  eij>ht  iilid  nine  o'clock,  (the  time  agleed  on,) 
both  boats  were  despa'ched  to  ditVereiit  parts  of 
ihi  harbour,  one  of  whi'h  returned  in  pro|ier  time 
with  se\eral  skins  ;  but  the  other,  in  which  «as 
the  mate  and  two  men  did  not  return  tha*  r.ighl. 
That  some  disaster  hid  occurred  to  i)revent  her 
I'etiirn,  was  presuniaMe,  but  to  attempt  ascertain- 
ing the  cause,  in  the  night,  would   have  been  ill- 
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rOllT  OF  SAN  DIEGO. 


ciiri'ing  too  great  a  ris!;.  We  watched  the  a])proaeIi 
of  iiKirning,  with  a  view  to  seize  and  act  npon  any 
coiitiiigeney  that  eireumstances  might  present, 
before  the  moving  of  the-  ]ieiiple. 

The  first  <lisci)very  tifter  dawi.,  was  that  of  our 
boat,  lying  on  the  beach,  ab' east  of  onr  \essel, 
with,  apparently,  no  )ierso;i  in  her.  On  seeing 
this,  1  went  immediately  to  the  boat,  and,  when 
there,  jierceived  a  group  of  men  tit  a  short  dis- 
tance, among  whom  ours  were  discernible.  Being 
without  arms,  an  attempt  to  rescue  them  would 
have  been  iinpriulont.  1  therefore  relurned  on 
hoard,  taking  with  nio  the  other  boat.  It  was  now 
very  evident,  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost  in 
dcci<iing  on  the  course  to  be  [)ursiied.  The  elioict; 
preseiited  us,  was  that  of  submission,  indignant 
treatment,  and  plunder  ;  or  resistance  and  hazard- 
ing the  conseijuences.  There  was  not  the  least 
hesitation  with  Mr.  Slialer  or  myself,  in  adopting 
the  latter  alternative.  As  a  preliminary  step,  the 
"uai'd  oil  board  were  disarmed,  and  made  to  go 
below;  then  I  went  with  four  men,  each  with  a 
brace  of  load(;d  pistids,  to  tlio  rescue  of  those  on 
shore,  t)ii  landing,  we  ran  up  to  the  guard  ami, 
lu'esenting  our  pistols,  ordered  them  instantly  to 
release  our  men  from  their  ligatures ;  for  they  had 
been  tied  band  and  foot,  and  had  been  lying  on 
the  ground  all  night.  This  order  was  reailily  com- 
|ilied  with  by  the  three  soldiers,  who  bad  been 
giiardirg  them  ;  tiiid,  to  prevent  misdiief,  we  took 
away  their  arms,  dipped  them  in  the  water,  i.nd 
left  them  on  the  beach.  The  mate  rejxirted,  that 
tliey  were  arrested  imnvMliatt  ly  on  landing,  by  a 
party  of  liorse,  with  tlie  eonimandant  in  ]iersoii, 
at  their  he;id  ;  whence;  wi'  concluded,  that  he  had 
sent  the  soldii'r,  with  whom  we  made  the  agree- 
ment for  the  skins,  expressly  to  decoy  us,  that  he 
might  have  an  apology  to  plunder  us. 

Arriving  safely  on  board,  we  jierenvi'd  our  men 
to  be  so  indignant  at  the  treatment  ni'  their  ship, 
mates,  as  to  lie  ready  fen*  the  light,  even  had  the 
odds  been  greater  against  ns.  We  ba<l.  however, 
a  dis;;greeable  ami  \cvy  hazardous  task  to  ]ier- 
form  ;  a  failiir  •  in  which,  would  be  atti'iuh'd  with 
ruin  to  us,  besides  subjecting  us  to  the  liumiliati.ig 
truatment  id' an  incensed  petty  tyrant.  Onr  jiosi- 
tion,  at  iinebor,  was  iiboii;  a  mile  within  the  fort, 
of  which  menii  in  has  b<'en  made.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  ]iasi  within  musKet-shol  of  this  fort.  With 
a  strong  wind,  tb"  (piiek  passage  of  the  vess(d 
would  render  the  danger  trifling  ;  but,  unfortii- 
iiately,  wc  had  now  but  tin"  last  expiring  breath 
of  the  l.'iiid  breeze,  sullicieiit  only  to  gi\e  the  ship 
steerage  way,  and  an  hour  wmild  ela))se  beiore  W(> 
could  pn'sume  on  passing  the  lorl ;  but  no  other 
allernativ(;  was  left  us,  that  <lid  not  present  a  more 
dreaded  as])eel. 

While  making  our  preparations,  we  perceived, 
that  all  was  bustle  anil  aniinalion  on  shore  ;  both 
horse  and  foot  were  Hocking  to  tilt;  fort.  Our 
six  tliree-pounders,  which  were  all  brought  oil 
the  side  of  the  KJii])  ln'aring  ot  tli<'  fort,  ami 
our  fifteen  men  were  all  nir  force,  with  wliicll 
to  resist  a  iiattery  of  six  ni,ie-|ioniiders,  and,  at 
least,  iiii  Imiidred  men.  As  soon  as  our  sails 
were  loosed  iiiid  wc  begiiii  to  heave  u))  the  anchor, 
a  gun  without  sbid  was  discharged  from  llie  liat- 
lery,  and  the  S|iaiiisli  Ihig  hoisted  :  peri'i'iving 
no  effect  from  this,  iliey  tired  a  shot  a  bead. 
Uy  this  tiiee  onr  anchor  "as  up,  all  sail  was  -el, 


and  we  were  gradually  aiiproacliing  the  fort.  In 
til?  hope  of  preventing  their  firing,  we  caused 
the  guard  in  tlieir  uniforms  to  stand  along  in 
the  most  exposed  ami  conspicuous  station  ;  but 
it  had  no  eflV'ct,  not  even  when  so  near  the  fort, 
that  they  must  Iiave  been  heard  im]iloring  thcni 
to  desist  firing,  and  scon  to  fall  witli  their  faces 
to  the  deck,  at  every  renewed  discharge  of  the 
ciunion.  We  had  been  subjected  to  a  cannonade 
of  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  without  returning 
a  shot,  and  fortunately,  with  injury  only  to  our 
rigging  and  .sails.  When  arrived'  abreast  the 
fort,  several  shot  struck  our  hull,  one  between 
w  ind  and  water,  wliicli  was  temporarily  stojiped 
)>y  a  wad  of  oakum.  We  now  opened  our  fire, 
and,  at  the  first  broadside,  saw  numliers,  probably 
of  those  who  came  to  see  the  fun,  scampering  away 
up  the  hilliitthe  back  of  the  fort.  Our  second  broad- 
side seemed  to  Iiave  caused  the  complete  abandon- 
ment of  their  guns,  as  none  were  tired  afterwards; 
nor  could  we  see  any  person  in  the  fort,  excepting 
a  soldier  who  stood  upon  the  ramjiarts,  waving 
ills  bat,  as  if  to  desire  us  to  desist  firing. 

Having  passed  out  of  the  reach  of  their  cannon, 
the  poor  guards,  who  had  been  left  on  board,  saw 
themselves  completely  in  our  power,  without  the 
chaiic(;  of  rescue,  and  probably  calculated  on 
such  treatment  as  they  knew  wouhl  luive  been 
our  lot,  if  equally  in  the  power  of  'heir  Com- 
mandant, 'i'lieir  exhibition  of  fear  was  really 
ludicrous,  for,  while  we  were  tying  up  their  fire- 
arms, so  as  to  jireveiit  their  using  them,  and 
getting  th(>  boa^reaily  to  send  them  harmlessly  on  I 
shore,  they  were  all  the  time  tremblingly  implor- 
ing fur  mercy  ;  noi'  could  they  be  made  to  believe, 
until  they  wtro  actually  on  shore,  that  we  intended 
to  do  them  no  barm.  A\'hen  landed  and  tlieir 
arms  handed  to  them,  they  embraced  each  other, 
crossed  theniSLi>o.s,  and  fell  on  their  knees  in 
jirayer.  As  our  boat  was  leaving  them,  they 
rose  up  and  cried  al  the  utmost  stretch  of  their 
voices,  "  fit  iin,  rivaii  Aw  Americanos.'' 

Having  plugged  uii  the  hole  made  by  the  shot, 
near  the  water,  we  steered  southward  for  the 
bay  of  St.  (iuintin's,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
2-llli  ins, ant.  Here  we  fell  in  with  ra]itain  Brown, 
ill  the  ship  Alexandc  who  gtive  ns  a  detail  of 
tin;  rough  manner  i,i  vhich  be  had  been  treated 
iiy  the  Conimandant  ci  San  Diego,  which  con- 
firmed us  in  the  pr -priety  of  the  measures  wc 
had  |iursued  to  av>  id  a  similar  treatment.  ('a]>- 
tain  Brown  left  n  .  mi  the  ,")tli  of  .\pril,  bound  to 
the  North-west  coast.  This  was  the  only  American 
ship  we  had  seen  since  leaving  Valparaiso,  jiiid 
the  mi'i-liiig  was  very  agreeable  to  both  jiarties  ; 
indeed,  a  countryman  abroad  is  liaili;d  like  an 
old  aeiiiiaintance,  and  there  is  always  a  conscious- 
ness of  belonging  to  the  same  home,  which  makes 
such  meeting  \deasaiit  in  tiny  part  of  the  world, 
and  is  particularly  ielt  when,  tis  in  this  instance, 
we  had  escaped  similar  dangers,  and  were  among 
^  people  remarkable  for  treachery  and  hostility 
ci  strangers.  We  therefore  viewed  his  departur(> 
iith  feelings  smnewhat  allied  to  that  (d'  taking 
leave  of  an  old  friend. 

A  few  days  after  arriving  here,  wo  wore  visited 
by  the  I'adres  id'  the  missions  of  San  Vincente, 
San  Domingo,  San  Bosario,  and  San  I'erniindo, 
who  came  on  luu'ses,  with  a  retinue  of  Indian 
domestics,  making  qiiilo  a  formidable  train.    Tiie 
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Coininaiulaiite  of  San  Viiicoiite,  a  mission  about 
sixty  iiiilos  north  of  this  jiort,  accompanied  the 
Pailre  of  that  mission,  and  they  formed  together 
a  jolly  set  of  feUows.  Their  ohject  seemed  to  be 
principally  recreation,  though  they  brought  a 
few  sea  otter's  skins,  wliieii  they  bartered  witli  us 
for  European  manufactures.  They  i)itelied  their 
tents  on  tiie  lieacii,  abreast  the  vessil,  and,  having 
jirovided  themselves  with  an  abundant  supi)ly  of 
provisions  and  the  re(iuisite  eooUing  utensils, 
they  became  (juite  domiciliated.  Never  was  there 
an  equal  nunilier  of  men  uwve  disposi>d  to  i)ro- 
mote  lia'Mnony  and  good-fellowship,  and  we  dined 
together  alternately  on  shore  and  on  board,  during 

!    the  week  that  they  ri'Uiained  with  us. 

1        As,  for  sevi'ral   days  after  their  arrival,  they 

i    did    not   mention    the  affair   of    San    J'iego,    we 

I    BU|>piised  they   might  not   have  heard  of  it  :  yet, 

i  as  St.  Vincciite  was  so  near,  it  would  be  strange 
if  the  news  of  an  event  so  novel  ami  e.\traordi- 
nary  should  not  liave  reached  them.  After  the 
aec|uaintaneo   had   been   pronioteil,  however,  by  a 

'  few  days  of  siieh  fan)iliar  intercourse,  we  were 
asked  by  the  eldest  of  the  Padres,  if  we  had  not 
been  to  San  Diego  i  With  the  peculiarity  attri- 
buted to  New  Englanders,  our  answer  was 
evasive,  and  the  i(ues  ion  ]iut,  "Why?"  He 
then  told  us  of  an  American,  who  had  been 
there  since  Hrown,  and  related  our  transactions 

I  there  so  precisely  as  they  occurred,  that  ve 
acknowledged  ourselves  to  have  been  the  actors. 
He  said,  that  the  account  of  the  .iH'air  w:  s  trans- 
mitted in  a  letter  from  the  c  poral,  who  com- 
manded iii  ('  e  battery,  to  .4  senior  oflieer  at 
Loretto,  and  that  tlie  letter  was  left  unsealed, 
that  it  might  be  read  at  the  .several  missions  dii 
its  way,  and  to  be  sealed  at  the  last  mission 
before  arriving  at  Loretto.  While  the  corporal, 
in  his  letter,  was  severe  in  his  strictures  on  the 
conduct  (if  the  (  dnnnandant,  in  lir;;t  enticing  us 
into  this  dilhcnlty,  and  then  lakiiig  care  not  to 
enter  the  fort  until  he  asi'ertained  that  we  were 
out  of  reach  <if  eanniin-slinl,  he  was  profuse  in 
his  eulogies  of  us.  Our  forbearanee  so  long 
before  lelurning  their  tire,  onr  humanity  and 
generosity  to  the  guards,  under  such  provoca- 
tion, and  (lur  ceasing  t.i  lire  wlu'ii  fhev  did, 
were  considered  liy  the  Ciirpor.d  as  acts  ol  nuig- 
nanimity,  wliieli  should  i'eeoi:Mneiid  us  to  the 
kinihu'ss  and  hospitality  of  ail  good  Spaniards. 

The  I'adi'es  hail  li(MiitVii'iidly  In  iuri'  this  aeknow- 
leilgnient,  but  tliey  seemed  alterwanls  to  vii!  with 

'  each  other,  who  should  show  us  the  greatest  kiud- 
lu'ss,  <iHiM'ing  to  procure  us  Hupjilies  in  any  ipian- 
tity,    and   assuring  us   of   meeting  a    hospitable 

j  reception  at  any  of  the  mii^sions  we  might  visit 
in  C.iiifornia.  .'\s  thev  did  not  suppose,  on  leaving 
home,  that  we  shoidd  be  induced  to  ri'inain  long 
in   a  desert  poll,  lliey   bad   priivid<'d   theuiseUes 

i  with  |u'ovisions  for  a  week  only  ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  they  h'ft  us,  with  a  promise  to  return 
again  in  a  fortnight,  with  a  snpjily  of  such  stores 

I  for  (MirseUes,  as  we  had  given  them  a  list  of. 
Having,  with    ill-judged    economy,    coppered  our 

'  vessel  only  to  lii,dit-wati'r  mark,  we  perceived 
that  tliewo\ni  had  already  made  dn  adful  ra\ages 
in  our  wooden  sheathing,  and  thai  i  was  neees. 
sary  to  lay  In-r  asliiu'e  to  cleanse  and  boot  to|i 
the  bottom.  'I'he  port  being  «(ll  ailapted  to 
such   purpost!,  It  WU8  iicoomplished  without  difli. 


culty.  Ill  the  performance  of  this  business,  of 
re|)airing  the  injury  sustained  in  our  sails  and 
rigging  by  the  caniiuu  shot,  in  the  recreation  of 
tishing  and  fowling,  and  in  taking  a  ]ilan  of  the 
port,  the  time  was  tilled  up  until  the  fortnight 
agreed  on  bad  ela|ised,  when  the  Padres,  true  to 
the  engagement,  again  made  their  appearance, 
with  the  stores  reijuired. 

Although  there  was  nothing  now  to  cause  us 
anothi'r  day's  detention,  yet  the  Padres  were  so 
urgent  for  our  remaining  another  week,  alli'giiig 
that  they  had  brought  provisions  with  tliat  expec- 
tation, that  we  could  not  resist  their  importunate 
|)ersnasious.  They  were  now  desirous  ol'  being 
acc|uainted  with  .some  particulars  of  onr  affair  at 
.San  Diego,  which  could  be  tdjtained  only  from  us, 
such  as  to  be  shown  the  men  who  were  captured 
and  tied  on  shore  ;  those  wlio  rescued  them  ;  if 
there  was  any  attempt  at  resistance  ;  the  several 
places  the  shot  had  struck,  \c.  I've.  We  were 
very  happy  to  be  informed  by  them,  that  no  i)er- 
son  was  even  hurt  by  (uir  shot.  These  good 
Padres,  though  very  amiable,  were  very  ignorant 
on  all  subjects,  excepting  that  of  their  profession, 
and  so  intolerant  anil  bigoted,  as  fre([uently  to 
express  astimishment,  that  men  so  humaiu'  and 
intidligent  should  be  blind  to  the  truth  and  beauty 
of  Catholicism.  In  remarking,  however,  on  tin; 
apparent  aiuialiility  of  these  |ieople,  I  ought  to 
except  the  Padre  (d'  San  Vincente,  who,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  had  no  just  ))refensions  to  such 
a  character,  after  boasting,  as  he  did,  that  he  had 
rei  ;"e' "d  (iod  service  by  killing  many  of  Mk; 
Indians,  who  obstinately  refused  to  be  converted. 
They  expressed  great  disgust  with  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Don  -Manuel  llodrigut'Z,  called 
him  a  poltroon,  and  said  he  would  be  bridun  ;  not 
so  much  for  having  lired  on  a  ship  of  a  friendly 
piwer,  as  for  undertaking  what  he  was  unequal  to 
aceomplish,  thereby  eX|iosiiig  the  weakness  of  tin.' 
place,  anil  subjecting  the  royal  Hag  to  insult.  It 
i>,  indeed,  doubtful  whether  the  eclat  caused  in 
Europe  by  the  battle  of  Copenhagen,  was  greatir 
than  that  of  the  battle  of  San  Diego,  in  t'alifornia. 

The  Week  we  had  ellgagi'd  to  pass  with  the 
I'adres  having  expired  on  the  ord  of  May,  we 
then,  with  reciprocal  friendly  saltitatious,  and 
cordial  interchange  of  good  wishes  for  prosperity 
and  happiness,  baile  them  farewell  and  put  to  sea, 
bound  to  the  Island  of  (iiiadaloupe,  in  tlie  ho|ie  of 
theii'  obtaining  a  supjily  of  water.  lor  that  which 
W(!  found  at  .St.  (^uintin"s  wa^  of  an  inferior 
ipiality,  and  was  only  obtained  liy  iligging  ii  well. 
The  want  of  this,  and  ei(uall_,  of  wood,  lessens 
much  the  value  of  this  port.  It  is  remarkable, 
considering  the  leiiL'tli  of  time  the  Spaniards  have 
possessed  this  country,  and  the  accuracy  and 
ability  with  which  their  navigators  generally  liaM.' 
surveyed  their  possessions  on  this  coast,  that  they 
are  y<'t  igniu'aiit  of  this  excellent  harbour,  it 
was  discovered  about  the  year  18(10,  iiy  Captain 
<•  Kain,  of  Itoston.  The  entriiuce  to  it  is  .so  nar- 
row and  ob.seure,  that  had  not  Itrown  been  hero 
Id  direct  Us,  it  is  doublful  if  we  had  found  it ;  yet 
we  carried  in  not  less  than  three  iatlioms,  and 
anchored  in  four,  in  one  of  Uie  safest  harbours  in 
the  World.  It  is  also  very  capacious,  and  abound- 
ing' in  the  sea  otter,  of  whiidi,  though  very  shy,  wo 
shut  several.  The  shori!,  at  shmt  distances  fruiu 
(he  beach,  ib  gnatly  iid'ested  with  rattleBimkes. 
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Arriving;  at  the  Ttiliind  of  Guailaldupe  on  tin.' 
4tli,  tlie  wiiole  of  tlie  next  Jay  was  passed  in  seek- 
ing for  water  on  the  lee  side  of  tiie  ishmd,  jire- 
suming,  fiom  its  hei(;ht,  that  tliere  was  no  doubt 
uf  sueci'ss,  hut  we  were  disa|)])ointed.  Tiiere  were 
various  gullies,  indieating  abundance  at  certain 
seasons,  which  were  now  ]ierfectly  dry.  Steering 
again  to  the  eastward,  wi?  entered  a  small  liay  on 
that  part  of  the  coast,  which  is  nearest  the  mission 
of  San  Uorgia,  and  came  to  anchor.  The  ne\t 
day  we  were  visited  by  the  Father  of  that  mission, 
Mariano  Apolouario.  \\\w  had  Ijcimi  cNpecting  us 
some  days,  and  had  kept  an  Indian  on  the  look- 
out for  us,  that  lie  might  lie  advised  innnediately 
on  our  arrival.  Having  received  notice  of  our 
ajiproach  from  the  Indian,  the  day  befon;  our 
arrival,  he  had  set  out,  though  uncertain  if  we  had 
anchored.  As  his  mission  was  sixty  miles  from 
tlie  scacoast,  and  he  was  aecompanini  by  twenty 
dunieslics,  with  jirovisioiis  and  bagi;ai;e  laden  on 
twciity-tive  horses  and  nudes,  lie  would  have  been 
greatly  disapiiointed  had  we  passed  without  an- 
clioriiig,  an(l  therefore  was  gratilied  at  a  meeting, 
which  lii^  secmi.'d  to  have  counted  much  upon. 

We  made  the  best  arrangi'inent  in  our  power 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  I'adre  and  his 
domestic  ;  but,  after  passing  one  night  on  board, 
he  experieiu'ed  such  iiu'onveinence  from  the 
motion  of  the  ship,  as  to  mak<'  it  desirable  to  ])ro- 
videscime  shelter  for  him  on  shore.  Accordingly, 
in  the  morning  a  sail  was  taken  on  shore,  with 
which  iiur  men  made  a  large  and  coimModious  tent. 
Here  our  days  weic  |)rincipally  passed  in  conver- 
sation with  the  I'adre,  interrupted  only  by  occa- 
sional rambles  over  the  sand-hills,  lur  exercise. 
Among-.t  the  domestics  of  the  I'adre  was  that  very 
Useful  and  inijiortant  a])iieiulage  <)f  a  missionary,  a 
very  good  cook  ;  and,  as  he  was  provided  with 
plenty  (d'  venison  ami  poultry,  whereon  to  exercise 
liis  skill,  we  ]ierceive(l  it  to  be  as  much  for  our 
advantage,  its  it  was  gi'atifying  to  the  I'adre,  that 
we  should  dine  with  him  every  day.  (Jn  these 
occasions  we  had  neither  plates  nor  dishes,  kinves 
nor  h)rks  ;  nor  were  they  rei|uisite,  as  the  i'ood 
was  Served  up  in  a  large  wooiien  bowl,  into  which 
each  in  turn  dippecl  his  spoon,  in  true  priniilivo 
style.  A  due  degree  of  exercise  in  a  line  br.iciiig 
alioosphere,  however,  [U'evious  to  taking  these 
homely  repasts,  gave'  to  them  a  relish  which  is 
not  olien  ex)ierienced  a(  the  most  luxurious  and 
elegant  tables. 

Perceiving  that  w.-iter  was  not  procurable  in  this 
vicinity,  Inning  but  a  short  supply  on  board,  and 
unci  riain  where  it  was  to  be  obtained,  there  was 
ob\  iunsly  a  ni'cessity  of  cutting  short  our  visit  at 
this  station.  As  soon  as  the  I'adre  was  miule 
acipniinted  witii  it,  he  applietl  a  renndy,  by  I'U- 
gaging  to  supply  us  with  our  ilaily  consmnplion  of 
"ali'i-,  although  he  had  to  semi  six  miks  for  it, 
and  this  he  did  daily  until  our  (h"pa"ture,  besides 
providing  abundance  of  fresii  |  revisions  for  th" 
ship's  eomp!iny. 

The  more  intinuitely  we  beciime  iip(|uainteil 
with  I'ailre  Mariano,  the  more  we  were  con'  iuced 
(hat  his  was  a  character  to  love  and  respect.  He 
appeared  to  be  one  ol'  that  rare  class,  who,  for 
pieiy  and  the  love  of  their  fellow-men,  miglit 
justly  riitdi  with  a  l''eiulon  or  a  C  heverus.  His 
countenaiu'e  beaming  with  the  love  ami  beinvo. 
lence,  wliich  weri'  his  prevailing  motives  of  uctiun, 


inspired  imniediaie  and  ])crfect  confidence,  even 
with  those  who  had  seen  as  much  of  the  Spanish 
character  as  it  had  been  our  let  to  do.  His  mild 
rind  humane  treatment  of  his  domestics  made  their 
iiuercourse  more  like  that  of  father  and  children, 
than  of  master  and  servants.  His  regular  obser- 
vance, morning,  noon,  and  evening,  of  liis  devo- 
tional duties,  with  his  inicouth  looking  domestics 
assi'Uibled  r<iund  him,  and  oil  benileil  knee,  and 
with  the  utmost  decorum,  participating  in  liis 
]irayers  to  the  throne  of  grace,  wiis  afl'ccting,  and 
might  be  received  as  a  tacit  reproach  for  indiifei"- 
enee  to  such  duties,  by  that  jiart  of  his  audience, 
whom  his  l)rethren  would  denominate  heretics, 
lint  this  good  man  was  gifted  with  a  mind  t<io 
liberal  and  nol)le,  and  a  benevolence  too  extensive 
anil  luircjto  ]ironounce  condemnation  fordilferenco 
<d'  opinions, or  to  believe  in  the  monopoly  of  trutll 
and  goodness  in  any  one  sect  of  Christians. 

Our  visit  here  had  been  protracted  nuicli  beyond 
our  intentions,  l)y  the  ]>ersuasions  of  the  I'adre, 
and  the  promise  of  two  horses,  which  we  had  sue- 
eessfully  endeavoured  to  ])rocnre  at  the  other 
missions,  as  a  prestnt  to  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  These  arrive<l  at  the  encampment  on  the 
I'Jth,  a  male  and  a  female,  and  were  prcsenteil  to 
us  by  the  I'adre.  In  return  for  these,  and  a  Hagon 
of  w  ine  and  some  dried  fruits,  we  gave  him  such 
manufactures  as  he  desired,  to  mine  than  their 
value.  The  next  day  we  took  the  horses  on  board, 
and  made  preparation  for  our  dejiarture.  As  it 
was  then  late  in  the  aflernoon,  and  wc  could  not 
ciiiisent  to  deprive  the  goiid  I'adri'  of  his  tent  for 
the  night,  we  remained  on  this  account. 

Early  on  tlu;  following  morning,  we  went  on 
shore  and  spent  an  hour  with  tlie  I'adre,  while 
our  men  were  engaged  in  striking  the  tent,  and 
taking  away  the  sail  which  had  formed  it.  He 
exprissed  to  us  the  great  satislaction  hi'  hail  ex- 
)ierii'nced  in  our  society,  and  regretted  we  could 
not  pass  another  week  with  him,  adding  that  our 
visit  lormed  an  epoch  in  his  life,  that  iit  his  mis- 
sion he  lived  like  a,  hermit,  with  no  associates, 
■xee]it  the  rude  Indian,  and   repeated   that  a  visit 


like  luirs  was  "aLiodsem 
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he  iissured  us,  that  we  should  always  be  remem- 
bered in  his  ]iiayers,  and  accompanying  us  to  the 
boat,  repeated  and  vociferated  his  «  Diii.t,  until 
wi'  were  too  distant  to  hear  him  more.  With  our 
glass,  we  )ierceiveil  him  to  be  wailing,  aflir  we 
hail  arrived  on  board;  and  he  did  not  m(»ve  oti' 
with  his  retinue  until  we  had  weighed  anchor. 

At  ten  o'clock,  A.M.,  we  weighed  anchor  iind 
made  all  sail  to  the  southward,  and  in  the  evening 
perceived  that  we  had  steered  too  near  the  coast, 
being  embayed  to  the  iiorlliward  of  the  .Morro 
Hernioso,  and  were  obliL;ed  to  make  a  tack  out  of 
our  course.  The  next  day  we  jiassed  belweeli  the 
Islanil  Natividad  smd  the  .Moiro  Hernioso;  and 
steering  to  the  southeast  with  a  tine  iiorlhwest 
wind,  were  uji  witli  and  near  Cape  St.  l.ucas,  in 
the  I'vening  of  the  'J.'ith  instant.  Karly  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  we  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
St.  Joseph,  at  the  souihern  extremity  ol  the  penin- 
sula, and  near  the  mission  of  that  name.  A 
beautiful  clear  run  of  water,  which  emptied  into 
the  liay,  and  of  snllicieiit  depth  to  admit  our  boat, 
gave  us  great  faeilily  in  tilling  up  our  wtitcr-easks. 
The  I'adres  i'ad  no  scruple  in  supplying  us  with 
such  provis',«i,  vegetables,  iind  fruils,  as  tiie  place 
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afforded,  and  wore  equally  ready  to  trvde  with  us 
to  the  extent  of  their  means,  which  wjro  rather 
HnMted.  In  addition  to  a  sui)i)ly  of  stores,  we 
purciiascd  of  tiicni  jiearls  to  tlie  amount  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  also  a  mare  with  foal.  Hav- 
ing with  much  dilticulty  taken  tlie  latter  on  hoard, 
on  the  28th  of  May,  we  sailed  immediately  for  the 
Sandwich  Islandr. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Observ.itimis  on  leavini;  tlip  Coast.— California.— Saiulwicli 
Islaml.s.—  Visit  of  tlio  KiiiR. — Land  tlio  Iluist's.- I'l-i'sont 
tliciu  to  till!  Kinj;. — Mis  ICstiiiiation  of  tlo'iii — Visit 
Dorli.v's  (irave.— Leave  tliolslanils— Sketch  of  Tamaali- 
niaali.— .\tteiii|it  at  lii>  ConverMon.— A  I'l-actici' of  tliu 
XativL'fi.— An  i;vi<lence  of  their  tialhintry. — histnnees 
of  afroeious  Couduet  (^f  Americans. — Island  of  (Juani. — 
A  Visit  from  the  (lovernor's  Lady.— Sketch  of  the 
Island. — A  Storm — Arrival  at  Canton.— IHspose  of  one- 
lialf  the  Ship. — Mr.  Shaler  returns  to  California,  and  I 
embark  in  the  Alert  for  Hoston. 

TiiF,  relief  and  freedom  from  care,  experienced 
hy  heiiij;  once  more  lieymnl  the  reach  of  a  power 
whose  most  dreaded  arms  are  deceit,  <lissinndation, 
and  treachery,  are  more  easily  imau:ined  than 
described.  Fifteen  months  had  elajised  since  our 
arrival  at  Valparaiso,  ami  it  will  he  seen,  that  in 
each  of  the  three  ports  which  we  had  entered,  a 
state  of  hostility  had  existed  between  the  govern- 
ment and  ourselves,  which  was  jiroliuhly  always 
the  more  rancorous  for  the  decided  |iart  the  people 
tooU  in  our  favour.  .\  cireuiustaiice  wliicli  wo 
knew  to  h(>  owing  less  to  their  affection  fur  us. 
than  to  their  deadly  hatred  to  the  oliieers  of 
government.  For  these  were  natives  of  Old 
.Spain,  and  everywhere  on  this  coast  had  disgusted 
(he  ("reoles.  hy  their  arrogant  and  overliiaiing 
manner  of  tri-ating  them.  No  inconsiderable  draw- 
back, liiiwever,  upon  our  enjoyment  (jf  this  repose 
was  the  retlectiiin,  that  we  had  yet  on  board, 
nearly  one  half  of  onr  iMiropean  cargo,  which 
could  not  be  disposed  of  at  Canton,  unless  there 
should  chance  to  be  a  vessel  fitting  out  from  thence 
to  the  .Spani.sh  coast,  of  which  there  was  not  miU'h 
]n-obability.  From  the  profit,  which  there  was  no 
<loubt  of  (un-  making  on  the  sea  otters'  skins, 
however,  there!  was  scarcely  any  chance  of  ex|)e- 
rienciug  a  loss  on  the  whole  adventure;  and  we 
derived  eonsnlation  from  the  reflection,  that  no 
efforts  had  been  wanting,  on  our  part,  to  produce 
a  better  result. 

We  liail  coasted  along  the  western  shore  of 
California,  for  the  most  part  within  a  distance  (d' 
three  Icitgues,  and  often  m  .eh  nearer,  from  .San 
iJiego  to  Ca]ie  San  l.neas  ;  and,  duriiii;  the  whole 
eoursi",  had  seen  noihiiiL;  but  a  continued  range  of 
barren  sandhills,  with  occasional  elinnps  i>( 
bushes  of  ajiparently  stinted  growth.  This  liarren 
coast  has  nothing  to  recommend  it  as  the  habita- 
tion of  ntan  ;  no  liarlioiir,  no  water,  110  soil 
ailapted  (o  cultivation.  Hence,  (here  are  no  mis. 
sirniary  establishments  near  the  shore.  At  a  dis- 
tance of  alxnit  thirty  miles  in  the  inti-rior,  the 
country  is  sai<l  to  |iresent  a  very  different  aspect  ; 
and  the  clieai>neHS  of  cattle,  the  abnndance  of 
horses  and  sheep,  together  with  (be  apparently 
well-feil  condition  of  the  I'adres,  would  seem  to 
justify  the  rejiort.  Indeed,  having  liad  ainpli- 
scopo   to  choose,    the     I'adres    '\(mld     not    have 


evinced  their  usual  sagacity,  if  they  liad  failed  to  ' 
select  the  most  fertile  portions  of  the  country  for 
the  establishment  of  their  mission.*. 

The  only  game  we  saw  on  this  coast  was  (h'cr, 
wliicli  were  numerous,  but  always  so  shy,  as  not 
to  ailinit  our  coming  within  musket-shot  of  them. 
What  we  were  unable  to  effect  with  (he  musket, 
the  Indians  succeeded  in  <'oing  by  stratagem. 
Covered  with  the  skin  of  a  deer,  and  walking  on 
all-fours,  they  woidd  get  so  near  to  the  drove, 
b(!fore  discovered,  as  usually  to  kill  or  maim  one 
with  the  bow  and  arrow.  The  invention,  wliieli 
is  caused  Iiy  necessity,  is  exhibited  here,  in  their 
means  of  conveyance  on  the  water.  Having  no 
wood,  tliey  make  their  eanoi's,  cr,  as  they  are 
called,  liliixns,  of  fhigs,  sulhciently  liuoyant  (o 
carry  one  person  ;  and  on  this  the  Indian  will  not 
only  eomi'  off  to  shi|is  which  are  distant,  l)Ut  ride 
over  the  surf  which  is  breaking  on  the  shore,  at  a 
lime  when  it  eoulil  not  be  doite  l)y  a  whaleboal. 
I'he  mission  of  l^t.  .Iose)ih"s  is  a  desirable  place  to 
procure  water  and  refreshments  ;  Imt  there  is  no 
other  ]ilaei>,  where  these  can  b(!  obtaim-d,  between 
this  mission  and  the  I'residio  (d'  San  Diego. 

Leaving  the  mission  cd' San  Joseidi's  on  (ho  2Sl!i 
of  .May,  1S0:1,  we  experienced  imdeviating  fine 
weather,  fair  winds,  and  smooth  sea,  on.  our  ]ias- 
snge  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  ami,  on  the  IVtli  nf 
dune,  18t);i,  got  sight  of  (Iwhyhee,  its  summit 
towering  above  the  clouds.  We  ]iassed  ludiollo 
Point  with  a  strong  bree/.i^  ;  and,  presmning  the 
king  to  )ie  at  Ivarakakooa  Pay,  wc-  proceeded  di- 
rc'tly  thither  ;  and,  arriving  mi  the  21st,  in  the 
morning,  we  lay  by,  and  fired  a  gnu.  Not  a 
canoe,  however,  nor  a  person,  was  si'cn  moving. 
The  silence  and  inactivity  which  prevailed,  formeil 
a  ])eri'ect  contrast  to  all  my  former  i  xperience  at 
these  islands.  At  length,  alter  lying  by  more 
than  an  hour,  two  jiersons  were  discovered  swim- 
ming off  to  US.  (.)n  arriving  on  iioard,  one  of 
them  spoke  suflicient  llnglisli  to  make  us  inider- 
stand,  that  ther(>  existed, a  IuIhio;  ami,  nuireover, 
that  iln'  ki.ig  and  principal  men  wei'e  at  .Mowce. 
Tliey  piloted  us  to  the  best  .•mchorage,  passing 
over  the  coral  bank  ;  and  we  ;inchored  on  a  sandy 
bottom,  in  sixteen  fathoms. 

The  next  day.  .John  N'onng,  who  had  .seen  ns 
|ias8  his  residence,  at  Tooayah  Hay,  niad(!  us  a 
visit,  iiresuming  we  should  anchor  lure.  He  fold 
lis,  that  the  tato'iwasa  periodical  one.  When  be 
tir--t  bi'came  an  inhabitant  of  the  islanil,  it  was  of 
I  M  days'  duration  ;  lint,  of  late  years,  had  been 
reduced,  and  was  now  liniiteil  to  three.  We  in- 
tended to  leniiiin  here  no  longer  (ban  was  requi- 
site to  supply  oiirseUes  with  a  few  ref'reshmenls, 
which  ^'ollng  nnilerlook  to  ])rocnre  for  us.  \\'e 
iin|iroved  the  time,  theref'iu'e,  by  a  ramble  on 
shore.  y\mong  other  places,  we  visited  that 
.Mm-ai,  where,  in  defiance  of  (he  prejudices  id'  tile 
natives,  Ca|)lain  Cook  caused  his  cdiservatiU'y  to  be 
erected  ;  a  di'secration,  wbleh  was  (he  origin  of 
(he  qnaiM'el  (hat  (erminated  ids  existence.  There 
are  yet  slanding,  near  the  Moral,  several  cocoa- 
nut  trees,  which  are  ]ieriorated  with  the  lialls  fired 
from  his  cannon  on  that  occasion 

We  left  Karakakooa  II. ly  on  (he  2.")rd,  and  (he 
next  morning  anehoreil  in  'I'ooayah  Hay,  for  the 
purpose  of  landing  (he  mare  with  foal,  for  which 
^  (pung  was  vi'ry  urgent  ;  prid'i'ssing  (o  have  a 
knowledge  of  (ho  trcatuienl   of  Inu's'  -,  and  ])ro 
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niisiiig  to  take  all  possible  care  of  the  animal. 
Ill  the  expectation,  that  the  cliaiieo  of  their 
increase  would  bo  better  secured,  by  iilacini;  the 
horses  in  the  care  of  different  jiersons,  we  acceded 
to  his  reipiost,  and  lauded  the  mare  in  safe'ty  near 
liis  place.  This  was  the  first  horse  that  ever  trod 
the  soil  oi'  Owliyhee,  a  id  caused,  amoimst  the 
natives,  incessant  exclamations  of  astonishment. 
Leaving  this  bay  the  same  evening,  we  steered  for 
Mowei'  ;  ott"  which  island  we  lay  becalmed  a  jiart 
of  the  next  day.  When  the  breeze  siu-ang  up, 
though  at  a  long  distance  from  the  village  of 
Lahina,  wo  were  boarded  by  Isaac  Davis,  the 
European,  who,  with  John  Young,  was  cajitured 
many  years  since,  in  Captain  Metealf's  vessel. 
Soon  after,  a  double  caiioi!  was  seen  coming 
towards  us  ;  and,  on  arrival  alongside,  a  large, 
athletic  man,  nearly  naked,  jumped  on  board,  who 
was  introduced,  by  Davis,  as  Tainaaliinaah,  the 
(li'ci'.t  King. 

l)esir(Uis  of  conciliating  the  good  opinion  of  a 
person  whoso  power  was  so  great,  we  omitted  no 
attention  which  we  supposed  would  be  agreeable 
to  him.  lUit,  whether  he  had  left  some  duty  un- 
performed on  shore,  or  whether  he  had  mot  with 
something  to  disturb  his  serenity  of  mind,  we 
Know  not ;  certain  it  was,  that  he  did  not  recipro- 
cate our  civilities.  He  appeared  to  be  absent  ; 
and,  afl<"r  walking  round  the  deck  of  the  vessel, 
and  taking  only  a  very  careless  look  of  the  horses, 
he  got  into  bis  canoo,  and  went  on  shore.  Davis 
remained  on  board  all  night,  to  pilot  us  lo  the 
best  anchorage,  which  we  gained  early  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and,  soon  after,  had  our  clocks 
crowded  with  visitors  to  see  the;  horses.  1'lie 
people  showed  nonc>  of  that  indiH'erence  on  seeing 
tlieiii.  which  had  been  manifested  by  the  King, 
and  which  1  believe  to  have  been  afl'ectaticin,  but, 
on  tlie  contrary,  CNpressod  such  wonder  and  ad- 
miration, as  were  very  natural  on  lieliolding,  for 
the  tirst  time,  this  iicdile  animal.  The  hor.ses 
were  lauded  safely,  and  in  perfect  health,  the? 
same  day,  and  gave  evidence,  liy  their  gambols,  of 
their  satisfaction  at  being  again  on  /I'lrd  Jiimu. 
They  were  then  presented  to  the  King,  who  was 
told  that  one  had  been  also  left  at  Owliyhee  for 
him.  lie  expressed  his  thanks,  but  did  not  seem 
to  comprehei'd  their  value. 

While  the  crowd  were  apparently  wondering 
what  use  they  could  be  put  to,  a  sailor  from  cmr 
>iiip  jumped  upon  the  liack  of  one  and  gallojied  otf 
aiiiiil  the  shouts  of  the  natives,  who.  with  alacrity, 
o|ieiieil  a  way  to  let  him  Jiass.  There  existed 
strong  apprehensions  in  the  minds  cd'  all  lor  the 
■■al'ely  of  the  man  ;  but  when,  by  going  bacik  and 
I'lrtli,  they  perceived  the  docility  of  the  animal, 
liis  subjection  and  his  tloetness,  they  seemed  to 
I'lrm  some  little  conception  of  his  utility.  Thi 
King  was  among  the  number,  who  witnessed  the 
ii'inerity  of  tile  sailor  ;  but,  with  all  the  sagacity 
for  which  he  has  been  justly  jiraised,  remarked, that 
lie  Could  not  ])erceive  that  the  ability  to  traiisp(>rt 
a  person  from  one  ]ihicc>  to  another,  in  less  time 
than  he  could  run,  would  be  adec|ua(e  compensa- 
tion for  the  food  he  would  consume  and  the  care 
he  would  rei|uire.  As  a  dray  or  a  dragocm's  horse, 
there  was  no  jn'ospect  of  his  lieiiig  wanted,  and 
lienc(>oiir  present  was  not  very  highly  ajipreciated. 
In  this  we  were  much  disappointed,  but  hoped, 
nevertheless,  that  the  King  would  be  iidhieiiced  by 


our  advice  to  have  them  well  taken  care  of  ;  that 
they  would  increase,  and  eventually  that  their 
value  would  be  justly  estimated. 

(  Hir  supplies  were  received  from  the  King  ;  for 
all  which  we  |)aid  the  full  price,  and  though  he 
oifered  us  a  small  present  as  an  offset  for  the 
horses,  we  declined  its  acceptance.  B'jing  appre- 
hensive that  our  stock  of  bread  would  not  last  till 
wo  reached  China,  wc  hoped,  as  a  substitute,  to 
procure  a  good  supjily  of  yams  ;  but  in  this  ex- 
jiectation  we  were  disappointed,  as  they  were  at 
this  time  unusually  scarce,  and  thercifore  we  deter- 
mined to  touch  at  the  other  islands  for  this  jmr- 
jiose.  Accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  July,  we  left 
Alowee,  and  the  next  morning  anchored  in  Why- 
teete  15ay,  island  of  Woalioo. 

While  the  natives  were  engaged  in  collecting 
cuir  sup|>lies,  I  made  a  long  excursion  on  shore, 
among  the  beautiful  rural  scenery  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  bay.  In  a  retired  spot,  clothed 
with  verdure  and  Rurrounded  with  cocoa-nut  trees, 
my  guide  pointed  to  tlu^  grave  of  my  old  friend 
and  former  shipmatc>,  Charles  Derby,  who  died 
here  last  year,  on  board  a  15oston  ship,  which  he 
commanded,  from  the  Northwest  coast.  CliarlcB 
and  I  had  sailed  many  a  thousand  leagues  together, 
and,  being  of  the  same  age,  the  probability  was 
as  great  when  we  parted,  that  he  would  visit  my 
grave  and  1  his. 

Meeting  with  but  jiartial  success  in  procuring 
here  a  sujijily  of  yams,  we  left  on  the  .')th,  and 
passed  the  following  day,  lying  off  and  on,  near 
Atoui,  the  most  western  island  of  thc>  grou[i,  with 
no  liettcr  success  ;  and  then  bore  away  and  made 
all  sail  to  the  westward.  Atoui,  at  this  time,  was 
indc'peiident  of  the  government  of  Tamaaliniaali, 
from  whom  we  were  bearers  of  a  message  to  the 
King,  ])nriiorting,  that  the  ambassador,  which  had 
been  sent  to  him,  together  with  one  cd'  enual  rank, 
must  be  sent  to  Woahoo,  within  the  space  of  one 
month,  aeknowledtjiiig  him,  Tamaaliniaali,  as  his 
sovereign,  on  penalty  of  a  visit  with  all  his  forces. 
As  the  King  did  not  come  on  board  and  we  did 
not  land,  the  message  was  given  to  one  of  the 
Kiiropeaii  residents,  who  promised  to  convey  it, 
but  said  it  would  lie  disregarded. 

The  Sandwich  Islands  and  tl  "I/  distinguished 
King  have  long  been  so  familiar  to  the  European 
and  American  reader,  as  to  recpiire  little  to  be 
said  about  them.  At  the  time  of  our  uccpiaintance 
with  Tamaahmaah,  lie  was  a  perfect  sav»ige,  but 
evidently  destined  by  nature,  both  physically  and 
mentally,  to  be  a  chief.  His  mind  was  of  a  supe- 
rior cast  ;  its  dictates  indueed  the  politic  measure 
of  seizing  and  forcibly  keeping  ^'ollng  and  Davis, 
aware  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  from 
it. and  foreseeing,  that  gooil  usage  and  habit  woiilil 
reconcile  them  to  their  fate;  which  calculations 
the  result  itroved  to  have  lieeii  correct.  As  our 
intercourse  with  these  Islands  increased,  the 
danger  of  a  temporary  residence  on  shore  ceased. 
Among  others,  who,  at  this  early  iieriod,  took 
advantage  of  it,  was  a  Mr.  Howell,  commonly 
called  I'adre  Howell,  who  soon  ingratiated  himself 
into  favour  with  the  King,  and,  lieing  struck  with 
his  superiority  of  intellect,  conceived  that  it  would 
not  be  ditlicuil  to  induce  him  to  iiliandoii  his  ido 
latrous  worship  and  substitute  one  of  raticuiality. 
.Vccordingly,  he  lost  no  oiiiiortuiiity,  after  accpiir- 
iiig   a  sutli'cioiit  knowledge   of  the   language,   to 
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convince  the  Chief  of  the  incapacity  for  jjood  or 
evil  of  his  gods,  and  of  tlio  ,  wcr,  and  wisdom, 
and  goo(hioss  of  the  Siipronio  Mal<cr  and  Ruler 
of  tile  Universe,  wlioni  lie  worshipped.  The  first, 
that  of  the  inipoteney  of  the  idols,  was  without 
difficulty  admitted  ;  hut  the  second,  not  beinu; 
tangible,  could  not  be  e()ni|)relionded.  His  mind, 
however,  apjx'ared  to  be  dwelling  on  the  subject, 
with  increased  attention,  after  each  conversation. 
At  length,  one  day,  while  walUiiig  together,  the 
King  unusually  thdughttid,  and  Howell  auguring 
favourably  from-  it,  the  silence  was  broken  by  the 
King's  observing,  '■  Vou  say  your  (IimI  is  powerful, 
wise,  good,  and  that  he  will  shield  from  iiarni  lh<ps(! 
who  truly  worslii|)  and  a<lore  him  !''  This  being 
assented  to,  then  said  the  King,  "(iive  me  proof, 
by  going  and  throwing  yourself  from  yinule;"  jire- 
cipice,  and,  while  falling,  call  on  your  (ioil  to 
shield  you,  and  if  ynu  escape  unharmed,  I  will 
then  embrace  the  worship  of  your  (iod."  It  may 
be  umieeessary  to  say  that  llowell  failed  to  give 
the  desired  test,  and  that  the  King  remained 
unconverted. 

'fhe  ()ractice  of  mutilation  was  prevalent  on  the 
decease  of  a  person  of  eouse<|ucnce.  At  this  time 
every  one  was  deficient  iu  the  two  most  ]iroiniiient 
upper  front  teeth,  which  had  been  knocked  out, 
in  conformity  with  the  tyranny  of  custom,  and  to 
have  failed  in  giving  sneii  evidence  of  loyalty 
would  hiive  been  impolitic  anil  unsafe,  (iailantry 
is  held  in  no  less  estimation  here  than  lnyalty  ; 
and  feats  are  related  to  have  been  jierformed  to 
convince  the  aclored  object  of  devoteilnis.i  and 
attachment  which  will  bear  eomjiarison  with  those 
of  the  renowned  dnys  of  chivairv.  An  instance 
occurred  a  few  days  lic>(ore  luir  arrival,  of  a  man 
swimming  from  the  village  (if  Lakina,  in  Mowee, 
to  the  Island  of  l{aMai,  a  clistance  cif  not  less  than 
ten  miles,  to  convince  the  idoli/ed  danisil  of  the 
truth  and  extent  of  bis  passinn.  'I'he  elleet  was 
unknown  at  the  peritid  (if  our  departure,  but  it 
may  lie  presumed  to  have  been  irresistible. 

The  abuse  of  ]i(iwer,  in  the  most  nnprinei|iled 
and  even  cruel  acts,  has  fre(|uen!ly  been  charged 
to  our  cinintrymen,  while  [lursuing  their  avoca- 
tions in  these  distant  region.s,  and  1  am  sorry  to 
say  not  without  foundation.  To  such  conduct 
nniy  reasonably  be  attributed  tli(^  hostility  of  the 
Indians,  the  loss  of  many  imiocent  lives,  and  of 
nnich  property.  Two  instances  in  point,  of  recent 
date,  were,  at  this  time,  the  general  theme  of 
conversation    among    the    foreigners    at    '.owee. 

The  first,  that  of  a  eaptiiin   li ,  in  a  schooiu'r 

lielonging  to  I'hiladelphin,  who  seized  some  un- 
suspecting chiefs  on  the  Nerthwest  coast,  while 
visiting  iiim,  and  released  them  oidy  on  iieing 
aid   a  ransom   in  skins,   liy  their  peo|ile.     The 

]iecon(l,  that  of  Captain  II ,  of  Nantiu'ket,  and 

master  of  the  siliimner  Nancy,  of  Hoston,  engaged 
in  the  seal-sl.ln  business.  'I'liis  vessel,  during  the 
uid'avourabl(>  seaaim  nt  Masafuera,  went  to  IJaster 
Island,  wher(>  the  natives  canu'  on  board  with  a 
confidence  inspired  liy  the  good  ti-eatment  they 
had  usually  experience(l  from  other  vessels  which 
had  visited  them.  When  on  the  jioint  of  sailing, 
ho  decoyed  six  of  them  l)elow,  closed  the  liatches 
over  them,  and  went  to  sen,  His  object  was  to 
take  them  to  Masafiiera,  and  employ  them  in 
taking  and  skininng  seals,  and  afterwards,  ]iro- 
kihly,  (o  return  them  unharmed  to  tlieir  native 


island  and  friends.  It  is  presumable  that  they 
were  as  well  treated  as  a  regard  to  their  security 
would  admit.  15e  this,  however,  as  it  may,  wIkmi 
the  land  was  no  longer  in  sight,  there  was  Hnp- 
posed  to  be  no  danger  of  an  attempt  to  escape, 
and  conse([uently,  they  were  allowed  to  ('onie  on 
deck,  when,  without  a  tnonient's  hesitation,  tliev 
all  siuniltaneously  threw  themselves  into  tile  sea. 
The  boat  was  lowered  down  and  every  effort  made 
to  savi'  them,  but  in  vain,  as,  being  expert  swiiii- 
niers,  they  used  their  greatest  exertions  to  avoid 
the  boat  ;  thus  evincing  a  preference  of  death  to 
slavery*. 

t)n  tlu'  7th  of  July,  18().'5,  having  ascertained 
that  we  coidd  obtain  lU)  sup|ilies  without  losia;; 
iimre  time  than  they  were  Wdrtli,  we  made  sail  to 
the  westward,  with  the  intention  of  touching  at 
the  Island  of  t  iinim  ;  and  camo  in  sight  of  thnt 
island  on  the  evening  of  the  "Jilth.  The  ne.\t 
morning,  early,  w('  doubled  round  the  north  end 
of  the  island,  and  came  in  sight  (:•'  the  castle, 
situated  on  a  bill.  Soon  alter,  on  opening  the 
bay,  the  town  of  St.  Ignacio  di^  Again  was  presentcil 
to  our  view,  making  a  very  jiretty  appearance, 
the  white  houses  contiasting  with  the  beautihil 
foliage  of  the  frees,  by  which  they  were  shaded, 
and  the  distance  beyond  having  the  apiiearanucdf 
a  dense  birest  of  the  most  luxuriant  growth. 

Mr.  Shaler  went  on  shore  and  visited  the 
(Jovernor,  who  treated  him  with  much  civility, 
lironiised  to  have  |irocure(l  for  him  the  supplies 
reijuired,  and  invited  him  to  I'einain  to  dinnei', 
As  we  intended  remaining  only  long  enough  fur 
collecting  these  sii]iplies,  or,  if  not  ]u'oenralile 
without  (hlay,  to  lie  off  without  them,  we  did  not 
come  to  anchor,  but  lay  off  and  on,  near  tli(.' 
town.  Jn  tlie  afteinoon,  Mr.  Shaler  returned  on 
board,  accompanied  by  the  wife  of  the  (iovernur, 
her  female  attendants,  and  three  oflieers  of  the 
garrison.  These  guests  remaineil  with  us  till  the 
boats  came  off  with  our  hU|iplies,  in  which  they 
relurneil  on  shore,  having  expressed  themselves 
much  pleased  with  their  visit,  and  promising  to 
offer  mi  petitions  to  the  Virgin  for  oiir  safety  and 
happiness.  On  their  lea\  ing  us,towar(lsevening,we 
steered  again  to  the  westward  with  all  sail  sju'ead. 

(iiiam  is  the  southernmost  of  the  .Marian  Islands; 
it  is  but  of  moderate  height,  of  evi'U  surface,  and 
is  covered  with  trees,  even  to  the  water's  edge. 
There  are  estimated  to  lie  between  five  and  six 
thousand  inhaliilants,  about  nine  tenths  of  whom 
are  natives  and  .Malays.  The  garrison  consists  ef 
one  hiiii(ire(l  :ind  thirty  soldiers,  and  the  aniuial 
expense  to  Sjiaiu  is  twenty  thousand  dollars.  As 
no  article  of  coniineree  is  jirodiieed  here,  but  the 
Iteelie  de  .Mar,  and  even  this  only  in  small  (piaii- 
tities,  there  .seems  to  exist  no  other  indueeiiu  lit 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  establishment,  than  to 
prevent  this  grou](  of  islands  being  taken  possessimi 
(d'by  any  other  jieople. 

(Ml  theHtli  of  August,  we  liad  advanced  about 
ten  degrees  west  of  the  Marian  Ishiids,  wlien  we 
had  undoubted  iiidieations  of  ajiproaching  bad 
weather.  And  as  at  this  season  of  the  year,  par- 
ticularly, it  is  advisable  to  be  cautions,  our  top- 
gallant yards  were  sent  down,  and  our  topsails 
double  reefed,  iiefore  iiiLdit,  the  wind  strong  from 

*  TliiH  wiiH  iiliitcd  t(i  me  liy  a  per.sen,  wfid  was  at  Jfabii- 
fiipi'ii  wfic'M  tlio  sclioonor  Nuncy  arrived  tlicro  from  EiiBtor 
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I  soutliwest  witli  rain.     Early  in  tlie  niorninfc,  the 

wind  and  sea  having  increased,  we  reduced  our 

I  sails  to   a  dose-reefed  main-topsail  and  foresail, 

i  and  housed  the  top-gallant  masts.     The  wind  still 

increasing,  compelled  us  to  heave  to  under  storm 

staysails.     We  had  now  a  continual  succession  of 

the  most  violent  s([ualls,  acconipanied  w  itli  torrents 

of  rain  ;    these  sliifted  every  two  or  three  hours, 

tVoiii   west-southwest  to  north,  and   iiorth-north- 

west,  hlowing  in  op]iosit(!   directions  with    eijual 

Airy,  and  causing  so  great  and  irregular  a  sea,  as 

to  threaten  sweeping  every  thing  from  our  decks, 

]iarticularly   when,   heiween    the   shifting    of   the 

winds  there  were  a  few  moments  of  calm  ;  and  when 

liom  the  excessive  deep  and  ([uick  rolling,  there 

wa>  great  cause  to  apprehend  the  loss  of  our  masts. 

This  weather  continne<l  for  twelve  hours,  ami  was 

fidlowed  by  gales  from  the  westward  and  from  the 

southward,  with  scarcely  any  intermission  until  the 

loth,  when  the  weather  became  settled   from  the 

eastwanl.    This  was  a  harder  gale,  and  more  severe 

weather  than  any  we  experienced  off  Cape  Horn. 

j        111  the  evening  of  the  lOth,  we  passed  the  IJahsi 

I    Islanils.     On  the  2. id,  we  came  in  sight  at'  Piedra 

I    Blaiica  ;  after  passing  which,  we  had  much  calm 

■    weather,  which  obliged  us  to  anchor  several  times, 

'    and  thus  prevented  us  from  gaining  the  anchorage 

I    111  .Macao  Roads  till  tli(>  2titli.     A  |iilot   was  pro- 

I    oiii-ed  the  next  day,  when  we  weighed  anchor  and 

I    proceeded  towards  the  river  ;    but,   owing  to  a<l- 

i    M'lsi'  winds  and  currents,  we  did  not  reach  Wam- 

poa  till  the  2l)tli.   The  next  day  we  went  to  Canton, 

and  were  liosjiilaldy  received,  and  lodged  at  the 

j    factory   of  Cai>tain  Siiiitli    of   the   Semiramis,    of 

NewiKirt,  while  a  factory  which  had  been  engaged 

I    was  iirejiaring   for  us.     This  being  accomplished 

on  the  1st  of  September,  we  took    possession,  and 

j    waited  the  result  cd  various  ]H'rmits  we  had  given 

to  inerchaiits,  for  the  examination  (if  the  cargo.   At 

'    leiiLtth  we  aceejiled  the  projiosition  which  a|ii)eared 

to  be  most  eligible.   This  gave  us  a  very  haiid'-onie 

picitil  (Ml  the  skins,  whiidi  were  to  be   paid   lor  in 

leas  at  the  current  ]irice  ;    and  our  intention  was 

to  laile  with  llu'in  for  the   Cnited  States. 

While  making  preparation  to  receive  the  teas, 
an  .Vinericaii  ship  arrived  from  tli"  Spanish  coast 
with  the  greater  part  of  her  outward  cargo  on 
board.  This  it  was  found  could  be  bought  at  less 
than  Hrst  cost,  in  exchange  for  teas  ;  and  as,  also, 
a  large  amount  of  our  Huropeaii  investment  was 
still  on  hand,  these  causes  combined  to  point  to 
the  propriety  of  making  another  atteiiiiit  on  the 
Calibirnia  coast.  When  Mr.  Slialer  \oliniteered 
to  undertake  this  voyage,  there  were  so  many  ap- 
plications to  be  interested,  th.it  we  decided  to  taki; 
till  interi'st  of  only  one  half  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
and  eoiise(|uently,  disposed  of  the  other  half  to 
onr  American  friends. 

The  sheathing  of  the  .ship  being  in  a  very  bad 
state,  there  existeda  necessity  for  its  renewal,  and 
this  was  a  labour  of  no  trilling  niagnitmle  in  a  jdace 
liki'  Wanipoa,  where  there  were  no  conveniences 
for  the  purpose,  and  where  probably  an  attempt 
of  the  kind  was  never  before  made.  Miit  we  found 
oiir  coimtrMiieii  ready  and  desirous  of  giving  ns 
all  the  aid  in  their  i>ower.  One,  whose  ship  was 
waiiing  cargo,  permitted  us  to  heave  out  by  her, 
another  loaned  ns  blocks  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
carpenters  jittached  to  the  various  ships,  who  could 
be  spared  came  to  the  work  with  alacrity,  for  libe- 


ral  pay ;  so  that  the  business  was  accomjilished  in 
very  little  more  time  than  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  the  purpo.se,  if  we  had  possessed  the 
ordinary  eonvoniences.  There  is  often  experienced 
abroail,  among  our  fellow-citizens,  a  liberality, 
a  generosity,  a  feeling  of  brotherhood,  wliieli 
]ironipts  11)  the  ))erformanceof  the  most  noble  and 
disintere  .('(!  acts,  and  which  at  home  are  known 
only  to  family  alliances.  Of  this  description  was 
our  experience  at  this  time,  and  the  recollection  of 
it  has  aided  in  ameliorating  the  asperity  caused 
since,  by  an  opjiosing  ex|ierieiice  in  a  repeated 
abuse  of  confidence,  producing  the  most  disastrous 
effects. 

Oiir  former  experience  of  the  high  estimation  of 
the  i  iiaracter  of  the  Hong  merchant  to  whom  we 
had  sold  (uir  cargo,  induced  us  to  jilace  a  reliance 
on  his  assurance  of  the  good  (|uality  of  four  hun- 
dred ciiests  of  teas  received  from  him,  which  we 
ought  not  to  have  done.  This  ten  was  to  be  re- 
ceived in  part  ]iayment  of  the  cargo  destined  for 
California  ;  but  the  person  who  was  to  receive  it 
was  less  disposed  than  we  liad  been  to  confide  in 
Chinese  honour,  however  high  the  character  of  the 
individual  in  (|iiestioii  might  stand.  Accordingly, 
on  examination,  he  found  the  teas,  instead  of  very 
good,  to  held' verv  ordimiry  (piality.  When  this  dis- 
covery was  made  known  to  the  Hong  merchant,  he 
did  not  attempt  an  apology  ;  but  to  avoid  the  expo- 
sure that  would  be  maile  by  a  controversy,  changed 
them  at  om^e  for  such  as  had  been  agreed  for. 

During  the  preceding  transactions,  I  liad  been 
engaged  in  ])repariiig  an  investment  of  silks  suit- 
aide  for  the  Aiiieriean  niaiket.  \\'lieii  these  were 
reaily,  I  contracted  for  their  freight,  and  to  em- 
bark as  )iassenger  for  Rostoii,  in  the  ship  Alert, 
Ca[ituin  I'^bbets. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Partinpr  with  Mr.  Sliiiler.— Oriiiin  of  our  Actiiiaintance.— 
()l>^ervations. — I'.inlwiic  for  It  htnn.— 'ruiieli  at  Nortli 
Isiiinil. — I'ass  llio  Isle  > if  lioi"  'ion — .\rrive  at  tlie  Ciipeof 

fiodil  llnpe liLlleetiiin.s  — Ilepartiire  fniiii  tlieCapu  of 

fio.iil  Iliipi' —.Arrival  at  Mestun.— I.elia  liviil  sail.s  for 
Califiiinia.— Diwistei-.— Uillieiilly  of  iiialuii!;  Ifepairs.— 
.\rrivc  at  tlie  Sanihvieli  l^lamls— Itarter  witli  tlie  Iving. 
—  I'laue  tlieC'iii!;()  in  his  pewei-.— His  lioiioiinilile  C'un- 
duet  — I'.xpediti'  llie  'ram, ma.— .Mr.  Iluilson.— His  Voy- 
nge.— Ketuiii  and  Heatli.— l.elia  Ityid  — Apolog)-  for  tliu 
Vo.vage. 

Till;  ]iartiiig  here  with  my  long  tried,  much 
esteemed  and  afi'ectionate  friend,  Shaler,  was  not 
nnatteiiiled  with  paiiil'iil  emotions.  We  had  shared 
abundantly  in  those  dangers,  toils,  and  anxieties, 
no  less  than  in  those  ]deasures  and  recreations, 
which  combine  so  forcibly  to  ccroeiit  the  bonds  of 
friendship.  Our  iicipiaintance  began  at  the  Isle 
of  France  in  tlie  year  ISdO,  where  we  lived  toge- 
ther at  the  Consular  residence  ten  months.  We 
then  embarked  in  the  Cronberg,  and  were  fellow- 
passengers  to  Copenhagen.  The  voyage  now  nar- 
rated, down  to  the  period  of  our  separation,  having 
occupied  more  than  two  years,  completed  an  ag- 
gregate, exceeding  four  years,  that  we  had  lived 
together  in  the  closest  "intimacy.  The  many  in- 
stances that  had  come  within  our  observation,  u{ 
intimate  friends  becoming  alienated  from  differ- 
ing In  opinion  on  the  merest  triHes  in  the  world, 
liiul  sugg<'»ted  to  us  the  propriety  of  pondering 
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well  on  our  aliility  lo  sustain  liarmoniously  tlio 
contenipliitcil  ulliaiico  iu  affairs  of  ;,'r('at(r  iniiior- 
tance.  Nothiivj;  siiort  of  our  mutual  experience 
of  each  other's  temper  and  disposition,  could 
justify  the  presumption  implied,  of  the  jiower  to 
maintain  the  harmony  required,  in  a  voyage  of 
ordinary  charaet(.'r,  between  two  persons  ei|ually 
interested  in  the  )iroperty,  e([ually  eom])etent  to 
takini;  charge  of  the  nautical  and  mercantile  i)art 
of  llie  business,  and  on  a  perfect  footing  of  eipiality 
in  everything  relating  to  the  jnanagcment  of  the 
ship,  as  well  as  that  of  the  carso.  lint  in  an  en- 
terprise involving  so  much  difficulty  and  danger, 
so  nmch  to  perplex  and  irritate,  with  so  little  suc- 
cess to  cheer  the  spirits  and  jiroinote  e(|uanimity 
of  temper, — that  we  should  be  able  to  accomplisli 
it  witliout  a  rupture,  is  surprising  ;  how  much 
more  so,  then,  that  we  never  had  an  angry  dis]nite, 
and  parted  with  feelings  of  affection,  increased  liy 
the  very  difficulties  and  embarrassments  we  had 
encountered  together. 

Having  embarked  my  freight  on  board  the 
Alert,  and  that  ship  l)eing  all  ready  on  the  1th  of 
January,  1804,  wo  dropped  down  the  river  in 
coni|>any  with  the  ship  Hanovei',  Captain  Barney, 
with  whom  an  engagement  was  made  to  keeii 
company  until  we  were  clear  of  tlie  straits.  It 
was  soon  perceived,  that  the  Alert  greatly  out- 
sailed the  Hanover,  and  that  our  i)assage  was 
much  retarded  by  shortening  sail  for  Iter.  We, 
however,  arrived  together  at  North  Island,  where, 
while  engaged  in  filling  up  our  water-casks,  nu- 
merous Malays  came  down  to  the  Sumatra  shore, 
to  exchange  their  fruits  and  a  great  variety  i^f 
monkeys,  for  old  clothes.  The  ol)jeet,  for  which 
we  touched  at  this  islan<l,  being  ace(im]ilislied  on 
the  28th,  the  anchor  was  again  weighed  and  the 
sails  spread  to  the  breeze.  \Vi>  jiassed  .lava 
Head  tiie  next  day,  came  in  sight  of  the  Isle  of 
Hourbon  on  the  21st  of  February,  and  arrived  in 
Talile  May.  t"a]ie  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  llltli  of 
March,  having  seen  nothing  of  the  Hanover  since 
thi'  evening  of  leaving  North  Island. 

Repeated  visits  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had 
been  jiroductive  of  the  most  agreeable  associations 
with  that  delightful  ))lace  ;  and  the  renewal  of  ac- 
quaintance with  many  good  people,  whose  kind- 
ness and  hos|iitality  I  liad  experienced  in  "  by- 
gone," caused  the  time  to  pass  off  (|uickly  and 
airreeably.  Such  are  among  the  poothing  and 
satisfactory  incidents,  occasionally  met  with  by 
those,  whose  business  is  on  the  ocean,  and  wliicli 
tend,  if  not  to  ol)viate,  at  least  to  lessen  the  tedium 
and  monotony  peculiar  to  the  professidu. 

Having  passed  five  days,  vi-ry  pleasantly,  with 
our  friends  at  the  Cape,  we  bade  them  adieu  on 
the  l,")tli,,'<nd  sailed  for  Itoston.  Out  passaiie  was 
marked  by  no  inlcrniplinn  to  the  line  weather  and 
smooth  sea  peculi.ir  to  the  tract  of  ocean,  com- 
prised b<'tween  the  Cape  of  (looil  Hope  and  the 
iatitinle  of  liermu(hi.  Yet  sailing  {nv  so  long  a 
time,  witli  fair  and  gentle  bnezes,  without  even 
one  such  little  exciting  incident,  as  the  gale  which 
rei|nires  the  topsails  to  be  reefiMl,  ijeconies  tire- 
some by  its  monotony  ;  and  something  like  it  may 
be  realized  by  tin;  man  who  is  born  to  fortune, 
reared  in  the  lap  of  ease,  and  has  never  been 
iieipiainted  with  anglit  but  life's  smiles  and  sun- 
shino.  Wo  arrived  safely  at  Itoston  on  the  Mtli 
of  May,  1804.     Nearly  eight  years  had  elapsed 


since  my  departure  from  home  ;  and  the  perim! 
had  been  prolific  of  events  of  cjiposingcharacterii, 
and  producing  corresponding  emotions,  which  can 
be  ))roperly  estimated  by  those  only  wjio  have  had 
similar  experience. 

My  invoice  of  silks  arrived  at  a  very  good 
market,  and  were  sold  advantageously.  Had  tli.it 
part  of  our  adventure,  which  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  my  friend  Shaler,  done  as  well,  the  neces- 
sity for  my  navigating  tv^ahi  woidd  have  been 
obviated.  Mut  a  scene  of  ilisasters  attended  him, 
which  resulted  in  nearly  a  total  loss  of  the  pro- 
jierty  under  liis  charge.  As  this  is  a  jiart  of  the 
Lelia  lUrd's  voyage  so  intimately  comiected  with 
that  already  narrated,  as  to  form,  in  fact,  ])art  nf 
a  whole,  I  have  considereil  it  jiroju'r  to  give  the 
outlines  of  it.  though  it  be  only  from  memory. 

A  few  days  after  my  departure  for  Canton,  Jlr. 
Shaler  sailed  from  thence,  bound  to  the  coast  of 
Califorui.a,  where  he  arrived  without  accident. 
He  had  been  on  that  coast  but  si  few  woidis,  ami 
had  disposed  of  but  a  small  amount  of  cargo, 
when,  unfortunately,  the  ship  struck  on  a  shoal, 
and  beat  so  heavily,  bi'l'on"  getting  off,  as  to  caiiso 
her  to  leak  alarmingly.  His  situation  was  ninv 
one  of  great  embarrassment.  To  have  sought 
relief  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  ports,  after  such 
notoriety,  would  have  been  subjecting  the  vessel 
and  cargo  to  .seizure  ;  to  have  attempted  to  reach 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  while  they  coidd  liardk 
keep  the  ship  afloat  in  smooth  water,  would  have 
been  highly  im])rndent.  There  seemed,  then,  to 
be  no  other  alternative  than  to  go  to  one  of  the 
desert  islands  in  the  neighbourhood,  land  the 
cargo,  and  heave  the  ship  out,  or  lay  her  on  shore. 
They  succeeded  in  arriving  at  one  of  the  group, 
among  which  is  St.  Clenu'nt's.  Here  they  found 
a  snug  hai-bour,  which  offered  scarcely  any  other 
advantaL'es  than  its  solitude,  and  its  shield  from 
the  etl'ects  of  sea  and  wind.  Tlie  tide  did  not  ebb 
snllieiently  to  enable  them  to  come  to  the  leaks  hy 
laying  her  on  shore  ;  and  in  attempting  to  heave 
her  keel  out,  she  filled  and  .sank,  rortunately, 
the  water  was  so  shoal  as  not  to  cover  tiie  <leck  ; 
and  she  was  again  pumped  dry.  It  was  now  evi- 
dent, that  they  could  not  make  such  repairs  as 
would  allow  them  to  prosecute  the  voyage  ;  and 
to  sto])  the  leaks  sufficiently,  to  enable  tliem  to 
reach  the  Sanihvi(!h  Islands,  seemed  to  be  the 
only  way  to  avoid  the  total  loss  of  the  property. 
The  repairs  they  were  able  to  make  were  don( 
in  so  imjierfect  a  maimer,  as  would  have  imide  it 
unjustilialde  to  attempt  any  other  jtassage  than 
one  where  they  might  inrsinne  on  good  weather 
and  a  fair  wind  all  the  way,  like  the  one  couteiu- 
plated.  With  these  advantages,  however,  it  was 
not  without  iuces.sant  hiliour  at  the  ]iuin|is  that 
they  were  able  to  reacdi  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

An  attempt  to  nqiair  the  ship,  with  the  very 
inadei|uate  nuans  which  were  available  liere,  was 
disc(niraging,  from  the  great  length  of  time  it 
woidd  rei|uire.  No  foreign  vessel  was  ])rocurabIe, 
to  return  to  the  coast  witli  the  cargo.  To  freight 
a  ship  with  it  to  China  would  luive  been  easy  ;  but 
then  it  would  be  transporting  it  to  where  tlie  loss 
on  a  re-sale  would  be  very  heavy.  In  tliis  di- 
lemma it  was  decided,  as  a  choice  of  difficulties,  to 
barter  with  Tamaahinaah  the  Lelia  Ityrd  for  a 
little  vesH(!'  ."  thirty  or  forty  tons,  whicli  had  been 
built  on  the  island.     This  was  a  uegociation  of 
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greater  inaKiiitudo  than  tlic  kin;^  had  over  before 
participated  in  ;  and  t]w  importance  of  wliieli  was 
.sensibly  felt  liy  biin.  To  place  a  cargo  of  sncli 
valne,  and  composed  of  such  a  variety  of  articles, 
so  tem]itir)f;  to  tlie  sava<;e,  in  detail,  and  of  such 
incstimalde  value,  in  the  ai.;i^ref;ate,  in  the  power 
of  this  barbarian,  relyini;  entirely  on  liis  liononr 
for  its  restoration,  could  be  justified  only  by  the 
jircssh)!;  necessity  which  t'xisted.  The  confidence 
placed  in  this  chief,  thoni,'li  reluctantly,  was  proved 
liy  the  event  to  have  jjeen  well  merited.  The 
oari;o  was  received  into  his  store,  and  when  the 
schooner  was  ready,  it  wasall  faithfully  and  honour- 
ably delivered  to  the  jjcrson  appointed  to  receive  it. 

To  tho  schooner  was  f;iveu  the  uanie  of  the 
Queen,  Taniana:  and  Mr.  John  T.  Hudson,  a 
younp;  man  who  had  been  attached  to  the  ship 
since  leaving  Valparaiso,  was  intrusted  with  the 
charge  of  the  voyage.  The  dittienlties  of  such 
an  enterprise  in  a  suitable  vessel  liavo  already 
licen  narrated  ;  these  were  greatly  increased  by 
the  small  size  of  tile  Taniana  and  the  conse(|Uont 
feebleness  of  tho  crew.  I'erseverance  and  industry, 
however,  on  tho  part  of  Mr.  lluilson  ap])ear  not 
to  have  been  wanting  ;  but  prudence  forbade  his 
entering  a  port  of  strength  ;  and  the  sales  to  be 
made  among  the  missions  and  in  barter  with  the 
Ir.ilians  were  of  small  amount.  iN'or  did  he  meet 
with  any  success  in  collecting  from  tho  mission- 
aries any  part  of  the  sums  duo  from  them  for 
foods,  with  which  Mr.  Shaler  had  credited  them, 
tluingli  the  hope  of  recovering  these  had  been  a 
considerable  indiiceineiit  in  expediting  this  ves.sel. 
Alter  visiting  most  of  the  missions  in  California, 
niid  navigating  its  coast  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other,  during  a  period  of  between  five  and  six 
uKJiiths,  without  effecting  any  sales  of  importance, 
his  patience  as  well  as  tliat  of  his  crew  lieiiig 
exliaiistoil,  and  his  provisions  running  short,  he 
I'etiirnetl  in  safety  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
Here  he  disposed  of  the  Taniana,  took  passage 
to  China,  and  thence  to  the  United  States,  with 
liut  a  small  sum  left  f<ir  tho  owners,  after  jiaying 
all  the  disbur.sements.  Mr.  Shaler  had  preceded 
him,  one  year,  to  the  United  States,  and  waited 
there  his  arrival.  Tho  tragical  end  of  Mr. 
Hudson,  at  Providence,  soon  after  his  arrival, 
prevented  for  ever  the  desired  meeting.  The 
I.elia  liyrd  was  re])aired  by  the  King,  and  made 
two  or  three  voyagi>s  to  China,  with  sandal-wood. 
At  length,  worn  out,  and  after  l)eing  for  a  time 
a  receiving-ship  for  opium,  slie  was  broken  up  or 
sunk  at  Wampoa. 

Something  ought  to  bo  said,  if  not  to  justify, 
at  k^ast  to  extenuate,  tlie  undertaking  and  prose- 
em  iiig  an  enteriirise  for  tho  success  of  which 
viiili'iice  and  stratagem  were  re(|iiisite.  It  is 
iiiitorious  that  no  civilised  people  on  the  face  of 
the  earlli  were  ever  subjected  to  so  degrading  a 
state  of  vassalage  as  the  Creoles,  or  native  iiihabi- 
tniits  of  Spanisli  America.  H  is  e(|ually  notorious 
that  they  were  sensible  of  it,  and  were  grateful  to 
tliosi!  stntngers  who  su]iplied  them  with  clothing 
at  half  the  ordinary  prices  demanded  by  their 
own  mercliants, — who  sympathised  with  them  and 
made  known  to  them  the  course  which  /heir  coun- 
tiymen  hail  taken,  in  precisely  similar  circum- 
stances, to  achieve  their  independence.  As  it 
respected  our  intercourse  with  this  people,  viewed 
separately  from  the  govermnent,  it  was  precisely 


in  conformity  with  the  golden  rule  of  "  doing  unto 
others  as,  in  like  circumstances,  wo  would  have 
others  do  unto  us."  Hence  we  lost  no  opportu- 
nity of  contirniing  the  advocates  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  convincing  tho  wavering  of  the 
self-evident  proi)osition,  that  governments  were 
instituted  for  the  ha])[iiiiess  of  tho  people,  and 
not  exclusively  for  that  of  the  rulers;  that  all 
power  of  right  belongs  to  and  emanates  from  the 
peo|>le,  whose  servants  tho  rulers  are.  Conse- 
quently, when  by  force,  stratagem,  or  any  otlier 
manner,  this  relation  between  peo])le  and  rulers 
had  become  reversed,  it  was  a  palpable  usurpation 
on  tho  i)art  of  tho  latter  ;  which  it  was  proper  and 
liecoming  to  resist  under  any  circumstances,  but 
!nore  especially  when  the  usurped  power  was  used 
to  oppress  and  enslave. 

To  give  lessons  to  this  people,  however,  on  the 
relations  of  governors  and  governed,  or  to  aid 
them  in  tho  nv.nins  of  emancipation  from  the 
degradation,  to  a  sense  of  wliicli  they  were  begin- 
ning to  wake  u]),  was  not  tho  object  of  our  voy- 
age ;  nor  <hd  wo  anticipate  the  difficulties  we 
experienced.  We  had  ascertained  that,  for  seve- 
ral years  previous  to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  the 
Spanish  colonies  had  become  so  destitute  of  the 
manufactures  of  Europe,  that  the  rigour  of  the 
government  to  prevent  their  entry  was  very  much 
mitigated.  And  it  was  the  ex])ectation  of  a  con- 
tinuation of  this  policy,  and  which  tho  peace  of 
Amiens  p  ■'.  an  end  to,  that  made  the  prospect 
flattering,  and  induced  us  to  undertake  the  voyage. 
When  once  embarked  in  it,  there  remained  to  us 
the  choice  only  to  retreat  and  submit  to  great  loss, 
or  to  pursue  the  hazanlous  course  narrated,  and 
take  our  chance  for  the  result.  That  result  will 
be  i)erciMve(l,  by  the  i)recediiig  narrative,  to  have 
been  in  no  degree  commensurate  with  the  hazard, 
toil,  and  anxiety  we  encountered. 

As  a  testimony  of  uiideviating  fidelity,  it  is  only 
a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  George,  the  black 
man,  to  say,  that,  throughout  this  long  and  trou- 
blesome voyage,  he  iierformed  the  part  of  a  faith- 
ful shi])-steward  ;  that  there  was  none  so  entirely 
to  be  depended  on  in  such  an  emergency  as  that 
at  San  Diego,  and  that  his  services  were  duly 
appreciated.  His  habits  were  expensive,  and, 
notwiihstanding  the  years  he  had  lioeii  on  con- 
stant |)ay  and  high  wages  with  me,  1  never  could 
jiersuado  him  to  lay  by  anything.  He  accompa- 
nied me  from  ('hiiia  to  Bost(in  in  tlio  Alert, 
remained  with  me  as  a  domestic  about  a  year 
after,  and  then  died  at  Roxbury,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Roxbury  cemetery. 
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HiTiir.iiTO,  in  my  cntei-pri.ses,  a  spirit  of  adven- 
ture united  with  that  of  acquisition  hud  been  the 
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motive  of  action  ;  hut  heiiccfortli  the  latter  was 
to  act  alone. 

The  v().va>;ein  the  Lelia  Byrd,  uiiiler  tlio  pxchi- 
sive  dirci'tioM  of  Mr.  Shalcr,  ])r<(vcil  a  very  unfor- 
tuiiatt'  one.  Ouliii;  to  Sdiiii'  informality  in  liie 
jirotrst,  we  failed  to  recover  anythiiii;  from  the 
unilerwriters.  Tlie  attem:.t  made  nnder  the 
direction  of  Mr.  liiidson  to  retrieve  our  affairs, 
I'y  a  retnrn  to  the  coast  of  California  with  that 
part  of  till!  carijo  which  remained  nnscild,  in  a 
little  vessel  which  had  been  huilt  at  the  island, 
and  had  bix-n  taken  in  exchani;e  for  the  Lelia 
IJyrd,  was  unsnccessfnl.  The  lart;e  amoimt  cre- 
dited to  the  missionaries  of  California,  mi  their 
simple  notes,  was  a  total  loss.  Only  four  of  the 
twenty  jn'iests  of  the  various  missions  spattered 
alonn  the  coast,  to  whom  we  had  ijiven  en.Mlit, 
were  sufficiently  lioiiest  to  rede  in  their  notes. 
The  amount  wliieh  we  hail  ]>laced  in  char^'e  of 
onr  friend  Uoiiissillon,  to  he  acenunted  for  hy  him 
on  his  arrival  in  the  LTiiited  States,  was  also  lost 
hy  the  unfortunate  death  of  that  ijentlemaii  at 
Mexico.  These  coinhined  losses  had  made  such 
an  inroad  oil  our  fortunes  as  to  iiiaKe  renewed 
exertions  necessary  to  retrieve  them.  Nor  were 
the  domestic  obligations  which  I  had  recently 
contracteil  less  iiiHuential  in  stimnlatiuL;  to  great 
eiforts  and  great  self-denial,  for  the  attainment  of 
an  object  which  had  become  incalcnhibly  more 
desirable  and  im|iortant  to  me  in  consei|uence. 

The  common  and  every-day  voyages  to  l>urope. 
India,  and  China,  which  iiresented  the  ]n'iis[iect 
of  only  moderate  proHt,  but  witli  entire  safety, 
were  less  ill  harmony  with  my  inclinatimis  and 
habits  than  those  of  a  more  eiiterprisiii'.;  charac- 
ter, which  lU'omised  greater  advantaL,'i-  tlion::li 
with  increasecl  v\^k.  Tin;  war  succeeding  the 
short  )ieaee  of  .Amiens  had  again  closed  the  ports 
of  the  .Spanish  colonies  to  any  comnierci'  ill  their 
own  slii]is  ;  and  they  mu^t  tliercfnre  again  rily 
exelusivi'ly  on  foreign  ilags  for  tht^  reijuisiie 
supply  of  European  maiinfactures.  A  voyage  to 
the  coasts  of  Chili  and  I'eru  then  presenting 
sireater  jn'ospeets  of  lu'ofit,  in  ]iroportioii  to   the 


only  of  which  was  covered  by  insurance,  at  a  very 
hii^li  preniinm.  Onr  ship's  company  was  oue- 
thii'il  more  than  the  usual  complement  for  thi.s 
vessel,  making  altogether  sixteen  persons. 

Ueiiig  all  ready  for  sea  on  the  morning  of  the 
lOtli  of  .Vugnst,  IHdtl.  ;ind  having  a  fine  breeze 
from  the  westward,  the  jiilot,  true  to  his  eiigaire- 
inent,  came  on  board,  and  conducted  us  oiitsidi'  (jf 
Sandy  Hook,  lie  then  left  us,  to  board  a  vessel 
bound  in.  The  wind  was  very  light,  an<l  the  ocean 
so  smooth,  ])resenting  truly  *•  the  nnriittled  surface 
of  a  simmier's  sea,"  that  it  w.is  late  in  the  afternoon 
before  we  lost  sight  of  the  highlands  of  Neversiuk, 

.A  succession  of  light  winds  and  calm  weather, 
not  unusual  at  this  season  <d'  tile  year,  rendered 
the  hist  part  of  our  passa'j;e  very  ted'ons  ;  and  it 
wa^  not  until  the  Idtli  of  September,  that  we  took 
the  trade  winds,  being  then  in  latitude  -JO"  north, 
and  longitude  •J7'^  west  of  ( ireenwicli.  Hut  it 
seemeil  as  if  the  long  calm  had  been  only  a  ])reluile 
to  a  gale  in  a  jiarallel  where  it  was  entirely  unex- 
pected. ")uriiig  the  day,  onr  sails  were  double- 
reefed,  the  wind  so  far  to  the  eastward  as  to  bring 
the  sea  vc'ry  miieli  on  tie'  lieani,  causing  miicli 
water  to  be  shipped.  Pre-umiiig  on  the  swill 
sailing  of  tlie  vessel,  we  Inul  steered  a  course 
further  to  the  westward  in  this  latitude,  than 
would  have  been  considered  jiriideiit  in  vessels 
of  the  ordinary  rate  of  .sailing:  hence  it  was  ])ar- 
ticiilarly  di'sirable  that  no  spar  should  be  earried 
away,  and  that  no  other  ac'  'lit  should  hapjien, 
wliicdi  might  causi^  the  risk  ■!  falling  to  leeward 
of  Cape  .St.  Uoipie. 

.At  sunset,  as  there  was  no  diminution  of  the 
gale,  and  the  sea  had  increased,  our  sail  was 
reduced,  l)y  taking  off  the  iKuinets  from  the  fore- 
sail and  jib,  and  taking  a  thircl  reef  in  the  main- 
sail. Ciider  this  reduced  sail  we  were  making 
ti  11  knots  an  hour.  At  this  rate  we  eontiiiuiMl 
going  until  the  middle  watch  had  half  expired, 
when,  ininuMliately  after  the  helm  was  relieved, 
a  tremendous  crash  was  heard,  ami  at  the  same 
moment  tie.  foremast  was  seen  to  be  falling  over 


to  leeward,  its  weight,  together  with  the  topmost- 
risk,  than  any  other,  Mr.  Shaler  and  myself  again  yanls,  sails,  and  rigging  attached  to  it,  was  too 
united  our  iortuiies  in  smdi  an  adventure  nnder  heavy  to  be  supported  by  the  bowsjirit,  and  that 
my  direction.  In  June,  180(1,  w(<  |i,ir(diased  at  broke  otf  near  the  stem.  The  vessel,  no  longer 
New  York  the  .Aspasia,  a  li  dtiniore  clipper-built  mindful  of  her  h(d:!i,  came  up  into  the  wind.  The 
schooner  of  iui<"  hundred  and  seventy  tons,  which  scene  now,  for  a  few  moments,  was  one  of  dismay, 
had  been  rc^cently  coppered  to  the  wales.  This  The  darkness  of  the  night,  the  i-oariiig  sea,  tlie 
vessel  was  fitteil  with  everything  recpiisite  for  the  howling  wind,  the  cpiiek  and  sharp  rolling  of  the 
voyage,  not  omitting  a  suit.iblc  armament.     This      vessel,  unchecked  by  any  .sail,  the  hard  thumping 

1st  circumstance  excited  the  suspicion  of  some  of  aLjainst  the  vess(  1  of  the  spars  which  had  fallen 
the  W(n-tliy  fraternity  of  Friends,  that  our  desti-  alongside,  and  which  threatened  mischief,  and  the 
nation   was  to  .\friea   for  slaves;  but  they  were      diltieulty  of  coming  at  the  rigging  uhicli  held  the 

inieted  on  my  assurance  that  I  had  no  such  spars,  in  order  to  cut  it  away,  all  comliined  to 
intention,  and,  moreover,  that  they  did  not  hold  I  make  our  situation  one  of  great  perplexity.  At 
this  cruel  traffic  in  greater  luu-ror  and  detestation  !  each  roll  of  the  ves,sel  to  windward,  the  stay, 
than  I  did.  i  which  from  the  head  of  the  mainmast  was  attached 

As  the  late  master  (d'  the  Aspasia  couM  have  1  to  that  of  the  forenuist,  raising  it  mit  of  the  water, 
no  motive  to  deceive  me,  1  relied  on  his  a'^suranee,  I  and  causing  a  strain  wliieh  threatened  tlie  loss  of 
that  tlie  Hpars  were  jierfectly  sound  and  in  good  the  mainmast,  made  it  reciiiisite  to  cut  iiway  that 
condition  ;  nor  tliil  our  .sad  experience  to  the  con-  I  stay  as  soon  as  possible.  This  could  be  dmie  <nily 
trary  induce  the  belief  of  any  want  of  good  faith  I  at  the  niaimnast  head  ;  but  to  get  tliero  was  "a 
on  his  part.  A  cargo,  such  as  exiierience  had  j  very  difficult  task,  owing  to  the  .shrouds  lieiiig 
taught  us  was  licst  suited  to  the  wants  of  tlh;  greatly  slackened  by  one  roll,  ami  brought  up 
people  for  whom  it  was  destined,  was  purchased  j  with  a  suddcm  jerk  on  the  op]iosite.  At  the  first 
at  New  York,  and,  with  the  vessel,  was  owned  \  attempt,  the  man  had  ascended  about  half-way 
eipially  by  Mr.  Shaler  and  myself,  absorbing  about  !  when  he  was  thrown  oft"  by  one  of  those  sudden 
the  whole  amount  of  the  fortunes  of  each,  a  portion     jerks,  but  fortunately  was  saved  from  desti'uction 
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Ly  fiilling  into  tlu'  lUiiiiiHail,  uliicli,  liaving  liciii 
lunei'tMl  part  way  ilowii,  niuilc  a  craillo  lor  liis 
recL'ptidii,  and  iircviiitcd  his  rocpiviiif;  any  liarni. 
A  secoiul  attemi>t  was  inoro  successful  ;  tlie  man 
caiiH'd  till!  mast-head  and  cut  away  the  stay;  Imt, 
Ijv  this  time,  the  mainmast  had  beciinn'  so  badly 
spruiif;,  that  I  was  apiu'ehensive  it  would  fall 
beiiire  he  eouhl  Kd  down. 

As  soon  as  tliis  was  accomplished,  the  attention 
of  every  one  was  fjiven  to  cutting  away  such  of 
the  rifij-'ing  as  ke|)t  the  wreck  of  s|)ars  alongside. 
This  lieing  done,  and  the  precaution  taken  of 
attaching  a  strong  line  to  the  spars,  the  greater 
drift  of  tlie  vessel  soon  brought  them  to  \' ind- 
I  ward,  and  they  served  to  keep  the  vessel's  head 
I  to  the  sea.  l5aylight  unveiled  to  us  no  new  mis- 
fortune ;  but,  on  examining  the  stump  of  the 
foremast,  an  old  defect  was  discovered,  which 
had  been  hidden  from  our  sight  by  the  wedges  of 
till'  mast,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  our  mis- 
fortune. 

IJefore  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  gal(>  had 
very  considerably  abated,  and  with  great  industry 
vi'  not  only  saved  the  sails  and  rigging,  but  erecttHl 
a  jury-mast  and  got  a  sail  upon  it  before  night. 
It  was  now,  however,  a  matter  of  much  ditticulty 
to  determine  on  the  most  eligible  course  to  pursue. 
The  sail  wc  were  able  to  spread  was  so  greatly 
reduced  as  to  make  our  ]irogress  on  a  wind  very 
slow  ;  this  difficulty  might  at  any  nionient  be 
increased  by  the  fall  of  tlio  mainmast,  whidi  was 
so  very  bailly  sprung,  that,  with  our  best  efforts  at 
fishing  it,  and  also  of  relieving  it  of  the  weight  of 
the  tcipinast  and  yards,  wo  w(;re  in  constant  appre- 
hension of  losing  it.  In  such  a  predicament,  it 
would  bo  impossible  to  work  off  of  a  lee  shore. 
To  jiroceed  to  any  one  of  the  West  India  Islands 
would  have  been  a  task  of  easy  accomplishment, 
as  it  would  have  been  sailing  before  the  wind  all 
the  way  ;  but  this  course  would  have  been  ruinous 
to  our  voyage.  With  the  wind  as  it  then  was, 
two  points  free,  we  could  make  live  knots  an  hour ; 
lii'iice  I  considered  it  practicable  to  weather  Capo 
St.  Uoque,  and,  this  once  accomplished,  the  pro- 
.siieet  would  be  fair  of  reaching  Rio  .Janeiro,  where 
the  repairs  required  could  be  easily  and  expedi- 
tiously made,  and  the  original  ])laii  of  the  voyage 
be  [irosecuted.  I  therefore  determined  on  making 
the  attempt,  and  shaped  our  course  for  this 
purpose. 

(^wiiig  to  the  jirevalencc  of  light  winds  and 
oahns,  which  succeeded  the  gale  tliat  had  been  so 
disastrous  to  us,  we  did  not  ;'i-oss  the  equator  until 
tlie  (ilh  of  October,  twenty-five  days  from  that  of 
the  disaster  ;  and  in  eighteen  days  afterwards, 
the  '2  (til  of  October,  we  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  ; 
having  been  forty-three  <lays  navigating  in  so 
crippled  a  state,  that  a  gale  of  ordinary  vicdence 
'ir  duration  would  greatly  have  increased  our 
embarrassments,  if  it  did  not  prevent  our  gaining 
tile  desired  port. 

The  policy  of  the  Portuguese  government,  like 

that  of  Spain,  prohibited  strangers  from  entering 

a  ]i(irt  of  their  colonies,  excepting  only  on  the 

eviileiice  of  such  palpable  necessity  as  would  make 

j  tile  refusal  an  act  of  gross  inhumanity.     There 

j  ''(iiild  exist  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  official 

visitors  that  oui-s  was  a  case  in  ]>oint,  and  one 

;  demanding  tile  utmost  extent  of  their  indulgence. 

;  Nearly  two  hours  were  expended  in  the  requisite 


examinations  and  investigations  of  the  damages 
incurred,  in  order  to  estiniate  the  time  rei|uired 
to  repair  them,  so  as  to  graduate  the  number  (d' 
days  wiiich  should  be  permitti'd  us  to  remain  in 
j)ort.  The  procps  verbal,  or  report,  being  accom- 
plished and  submitted  to  the  pi'oper  authorities, 
they  were  pleased  to  grant  us  foriy-fivc  days. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  by  the  govirnment 
linguist  to  eomiiel  the  emidoyment  of  mechanics 
of   his   a]i]iointment  ;    but    the    very    earnestness 
with   which  he   i)ressed   this,  and    his   assurance 
that  I  shoulil  be  permitted  to  em])loy  no  others, 
awai. iiied    my    suspicions   of   sinister    and    base  j 
motives  on  his  part,  and  induced  a   reference  to  j 
Iiigher  authority,  from   which  1   learned  that  no  . 
such  regulation  existed,  and  that  I  was  at  liberty  i 
to  employ  any  that  I  chose.  j 

It  was  im])o,ssible  to  procure  such  masts  hero 
as  Were  suitable  for  a  schooner  of  the  si/e  of  our 
vessel,  and  I  therefore   decided   to  rig  her  as  a  | 
brig;  for  which  (lurpose  both  our  old  masts  would  j 
answer.     Giving,  then,  to  the  carpenter  the  reiiui- 
sito  directions  for  the  length  of  the  masts,  spars, 
&.C.,  and  to  the  sail-maker  for  the  sails  to  be  made  ' 
from  those   of  the  schooner,  and  em[iloying  the 
crew  in  preparing  the  rigging,  there  existed   no 
doubt  of  accomplishing  our  object,  and  of  l)eing 
ready  to  leave  the  port  even  before  the  expiration 
of  the  time  to  which  wo  were  limited. 

Whilst    the     Asjiasia    was     undergoing    these 
various    repairs    and    changes,    1    had    received 
information  which  made  it  very  desirable  to  alter 
the    voyage.     The   great    length    of   time  during 
which  an  entire  suspension  of  business  had  been 
caused  at  the  River  of  Plate,  by  the   hostile  Heet 
and  army  of  England,  had  prevented  the  trans- 
mission to  the  Havana  of  those  su]iplies  of  j(rked 
beef  which   long   habit   had  maile   in<lispensai.le. 
It   was  obviou;-.  therefore,  that  no  occasion  liad 
ever  been  presented  which  held  out  such  flattering 
inducements  for  the  midertukiiig  of  such  a  voyage. 
The  profits  were  a  certainty,  that  might  be  nearly 
estimated  at  the  outset.     The  risk  from  ca]>ture 
at  sea  appeared  to  be  trifling,  and  the  time  neces- 
sary for  its  accoiiqilishment  wiiuld  not  be  more 
than  half  that  required  for  prosecuting  the  original 
plan.     Put  the    obstacles   to   be    overcome  were 
very  great,  and,  at  flrst  sight,  seemed  to  render 
the  attiinpt  irrational   aiul  hopeless.     The   utter 
impossibility  of  obtaining  permission  from  govern- 
ment to  sell   our  cargo,  the  difficulty  and  great 
risk  of  attem])ting  to  do  it  without  such  permis- 
sion, the  small  amount  in  value  which  our  vessel 
would  carry  in  jerked  beef,  and  the  imitrobability 
of  being  able  to  procure  a  suitable  ship  to   take 
the  remainder,  all  seemed  to  render  the  execution 
j  of  the  )ilan,  however  desirable,  one  of  insurmount- 
I  able  ditticulty.      In  the  prosecution  of  an  object, 
i  howe\er,  where  there  was  a  certainty  of  reward 
i   in   projiortiou   to   obstacles   to   bo   overcome,  the 
i  stimulus  was  jiowerful  to  look  on  every  side  for 
'   their  removal  ;  and,  in  so  doing,  1  was  aided  by 
I  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  influential  mer- 
chants of  the  city. 
I       In  tho  old  and  decayed  colonial  governments  of 
'  Portugal  and  .Spain,  where  those  who  administered 
them  seemed  to  consider  themselves  placed  rather 
to  make  their  own  fortunes  than  to  benefit  the 
the  state  or  the  peoi)le,  and  where  the  conduct  of 
the  subalterns   in   office  was  influenced   by  tho 
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example  of  tlipir  superiors,  an  iiitilliijriit  nier- 
eliant  ;T,iionilly  iiosscsscd  the  power,  if  not  of 
suspcndiiiL,'  till'  rigour  of  tin-  oonnncivial  laws,  at 
least  of  proiliu'in;;  a  blindness  to  tlieir  infractioi: 
wliieh  renilered  them  niii;atory.  To  sucli  a  nier- 
eliant  it  was  my  sood  fortnne  to  lie  introdnceil  ; 
one,  liefore  all  iitliei's  (jf  the  city,  wlio  possessed 
the  reiiiiisite  enei^y,  enterprise,  intlnenee,  and 
ability  for  »he  ])ri'se'enlion  o(  the  plan  in  ei.ntem- 
l)latioll.  lie  I'erceived  that  a  ne;;otiation  was 
practicable,  wliieli  W(Mi1iI  bo  nuuually  advantai,'o- 
(lUS.  The  great  pnilit  lie  wuuid  make  on  my 
carj;o  taken  at  ten  jier  cent,  advance  on  the 
'nvoice,  at  which  I  offered  if,  wonld  enaidu  him 
t)  difray  ail  the  exjienses  of  i;ettin;^  it  on  sliore, 
and  those  attendant  on  the  delivery  of  the  Aspa- 
si;  's  cari^o  of  beif  at  sea  ;  both  of  whieh  o)>era- 
tioi.s  were  to  be  at  his  risk,  and  wdnid  h  avi  him 
a  har.dsonie  snni  as  coinpensatien.  An  additional 
indiicenu'nt  also  was  that  of  receivinir,  in  i>art 
payment,  a  tine  copi)ered  ship  of  three  hnndre<l 
and  sixty  toi;s  bnrden,  then  in  iKU't,  and  ready  to 
tie  (-xpe"dile<l  v  ithont  <lelay.  'I'liis  shi))  was  to  be 
provided  with  a  I'ortn-^nese  master  and  crew,  to 
be  navigated  nntler  the  I'ortngnese  tla'.^,  and  was 
to  proceed  to  the  island  of  .St.  Catharine,  where  a 
carp)  of  beef  wonM  be  delivered  on  board  as  soon 
as  it  could  be  'ransported  there  from  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Aceordinc;  to  agi'eemont,  the  ncoossafy  measures 
wer(>  taken  for  nnladini,'  the  A^pasi;i,  and  so  jnili- 
cionslv,  that  in  tw  i  nii^hts  the  whole  earf,'o  was 
lauded  without  accident,  or  any  attempt  at  molesta- 
tion from  the  sentries  or  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms. It  was  not  possible,  however,  to  conceal 
or  to  ])re''ent  observation  on  the  sudden  and 
ap])arently  miraculous  mtinner  in  which  oiu' 
vessel  had  I)ecomc  elevated  on  the  water,  and 
which  was  marked  alon;^'  her  whole  lenLith  by  the 
grass  and  foulness  common  to  wood  which  has 
been  for  so  long  a  time  submerged  in  sea-water. 
This  evidence  of  our  nightly  labour  was  scraped 
off,  and  a  coat  of  tar  and  Vilaekiiig  put  on  imme- 
diately; of  which  no  other  notice  was  taken  than 
an  occasional  joke  from  the  native  boatmen  on 
the  suddenness  with  which  our  vessel  had  risen 
on  the  water  without  any  ajiiiarent  cause. 

Although  we  used  all  our  powers  to  inilneo  the 
spar-maker  to  exert  his  utmost  energies  in  our 
bihalf,  he  was  iniable  to  comjilete  the  sjiars,  tops, 
and  caps  in  less  than  three  weeks  after  our  arrival. 
However,  as  the  other  parts  o'i  the  e(|nii)nieiU 
wore  finished,  we  succei'(led  in  jn^ejiariiig  the 
vessel  fVn-  sea  a  week  within  the  tinu'  to  whiidi  we 
were    liniit<'d.       \Vlien    all    was    thus    ready,    we 

!  weigheil  anchor,  and  made  several  tacks  to  and 
fro  in  the  bay,  to  try  h<'r  rate  of  sailing  anil  man- 
ner of  working  as  a  lirig,  and  had  reason  to  be 
jierfectly  satisfied   with    the    change.      The    next 

'  day,  Iiaving  ascertained  that  the  vessel  .vith  the 
beef  was  ready  to  go  outside  and  transfer  it  to  the 

■    Aspasia,  both  vessels  proceeded  to  sea  together, 

j  on  the  1st  of  December.  To  Mr.  Jlodgers,  the 
first   mate  of   the   Asjiasia,    1    had    given  her   in 

I    charge,  with  directions,  when  laden,  to  proceed  to 

I  the  Havana,  there  dis|)ose  of  the  cargo,  and,  with 
the  proceeds   o.''  it,  to   lade  the  vessid  with  such 

;  produce  of  the  island  as  he  should  judge  l)est 
adapted  to  the  New  Wivk  market,  whither  ho  was 

I   to  make  the  best  of  his  w.ay  with  it. 


The  Aspasia  being  des])atcheil,  there  was  nii. 
thing  to  prevent  me  from  giving  my  undiviiliil 
attention  to  expediting  the  Teli'inaco,  the  ship  1 
had  binight  ;  Imt  acting  by  means  of  others,  1 
])erceived  to  be  dull  work,  and  particularly  so  with 
the  I'ortiiguese.  There  was,  Imwever,  no  otkiv 
resource  than  jiatieiice  ;  and  it  was  very  evident. 
that  large  drafts  would  be  rei|uired  upon  wli;a- 
ever  stock  I  mii;ht  ]iossess  id'  this  virtue.  The 
young  man  who  had  been  appointed  to  conmi;nii| 
the  ship  was  iloeili'  and  amiable,  but  entirely  i|i^. 
titnte  of  that  principle  of  enterprise  which  is  in 
acknowledged  peculiarity  of  the  American  char;ii'. 
ter;  so  that,  as  almost  everything  depended  on  li!, 
exertions  for  getting  away  the  ship,  it  was  iieaih 
the  eml  of  December  before  this  desiruLle  object 
was  accomplislieil. 

(Inr  i)assage  to  St.  fatharine's  was  perfornii'l 
in  a  few  days,  and  with  much  ease.  The  pn . 
dicameiit,  however,  (d'  making  one  of  a  slii|i's 
company,  not  an  individual  of  which,  excejitin:; 
my  servant,  was  ac(|uainted  with  any  other  than 
the  Portuguese  language,  (d'which  1  was  ignorant, 
was  not  without  its  endiarrassmeiit. 

loitering  by  the  passage  at  the  north  end  of  tho 
island,  it  is  necessnry  to  pass  over  a  long  di^tinu't.' 
of  tlats,  on  which  thert>  are  only  i'rom  seven  t" 
eight  feet  of  water,  before  arriving  at  the  liarlioiu' 
in  front  of  the  town  ;  in  doing  which  we  scrapi  I 
the  bottom  several  times,  and  hence  had  evidemi' 
that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  cause  the  shiji  t" 
draw  more  water  in  going  out,  and  that  wi 
should  lie  compelled  to  lade  the  greater  part  iif 
the  cargo  in  the  roadstead,  at  tlie  north  end  ii| 
the  isl;inil, 

Diiections  having  been  sent  to  Rio  Grande,  .it 
the  time  of  making  my  contract  for  the  beef  tuli' 
sent  to  .St.  Catharine's,  a  brig,  with  nearly  twi 
hundred  tons,  reached  there  a  few  days  after  imr 
arrival.  This  being  taken  on  board,  and  occiipv- 
ing  the  jdace  of  the  ballast,  which  had  been  thnnvn 
out,  made  the  ship  draw  a  few  inches  more  watiT 
than  on  entering  ;  and  this  trifling  increase  caasiil  I 
embarrassment,  and  the  loss  of  a  kedge-aiuliiir, 
in  returning  over  the  tlats.  Iiaving  anchiiiiil 
in  the  roadstead,  near  the  main  side,  from  wliifli 
was  a  beautiful  run  of  water  em])tying  into  the 
sea,  we  waited  there  nearly  a  month  before  ro-  , 
ceiving  the  remainder  of  tho  cargo.  In  tin- 
mean  time,  till'  men  were  engaged  in  filling  tin 
water-casks,  and  in  cutting  a  plentiful  supidy  1 1 
wood. 

The  town  of  St.  Catharine's  is  eligibly  situated 
on  a  gentle  slo]ie,  at  the  south-west  side  of  tlw 
island  ;  and  iis  liarbonr  is  secure  against  the  in- 
fhieiice  of  ever}'  wind.  The  apiiearance  of  tho 
town,  from  the  shipping  in  the  harbour,  is  verv 
pre]ii)ssessing  ;  but  a  closer  inspection  tends,  in 
some  degree,  to  remove  the  favourable  inijurs- 
sions  thus  made.  The  houses  arc  of  very  ortli- 
nary  conslrnetion,  generally  of  one  story;  ami 
their  furniture  is  of  the  rudest  manufacture,  iniil 
limited  to  articles  of  indispensable  necessity. 
Hence,  the  inhabitants,  laing  unac(|iiainti'd  wiih 
luxuries,  uv  unambitious  of  possessing  them,  aiv 
very  generally  in  the  enjoyment  of  ease  and  imh'- 
pendence.  Indeed,  when  a  Creole  Portuguese  ]"i- 
sessea  enough  to  keep  hiui  from  starving,  he  will 
no  longer  labour,  but  rints  in  those  slothful  iinliil- 
gences  which,  from  education,  or  rather  exanipli', 
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1  was  ignorant, 

nortli  end  of  tlie 
r  a  lone;  distniioo 
y  from  seven  to 
i;:  at  tlie  liarlidiir 
lieli  we  si'r:\|inl 
1100  IkuI  e\iiliiuv 
:Ulso  tlu>  sliip  ta 
It,  and  that  we 
•  greater  (iiivt  i.f 
lie  nortli  end  ul 

0  Rio  Grande,  a! 
for  the  beef  toll.. 

with  nearly  twi 
w  days  after  (uir 
ard,  and  oeciipv- 

1  had  lieeii  thrown 
lelies  more  water 
c;  increase  caiist'ii  i 

a  kedge-aiuli:ii', 
Having  anchovoil 
side,  from  wliicli 
ni])tying  into  the 
month  before  ic- 

cargo.  In  the 
ged  in  filling  tin- 
lentifnl  Hnjuily  i! 

!  eligibly  sitiiatei! 
-west  side  of  tlw 
•e  against  the  iii- 
|i|iearanee  of  the 

liarliour,  is  very 
-pection  tends,  iii 
vouralde  iniprcs- 
aro  of  very  ordi- 
one  story  ;  ami 
niaiinfaettire,  and 
usable  iiee<'ssity, 
inac(Hiainted  widi 
sessing  them,  arc 

of  ease  and  ind''- 
le  Portuguese  ]"i- 

starving,  he  will 
ise  slothful  in<Uii- 
r  rather  exumiile, 
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and  the  effect  of  eliniati  ,   ho  considers  supreme 
liappiness. 

To  the  richest  individual  of  the  place  1  had  a 
letter  of  introduction  ;  but  it  did  not  iirocuro  for 
luc  any  of  those  little  iitteiitions  which  may  lie 
made  without  any  cx]iense,  and  which  are  so  gra- 
tifying in  a  strang(-  land,  lly  the  accidental  cir- 
cmiistance  of  lieing  near  his  bouse,  during  a  pass- 
ing shower,  1  toidi  the  liberty  <d' going  in,  to  avoid 
{letting  wet,  and  was  treated  with  all  desirable 
civility.  'I'liis  man's  fortune  is  estiniate<l  at 
twenty  thousand  dollars  ;  an  amount  wiiich,  com- 
pared w  ith  that  (d'  tlie  rest  of  the  community,  gives 
liim  the  same  false  estimate  id' himself,  induced  Iiy 
tlio  sycophancy  (jf  his  fellow-citi/.ens,  which,  Irom 
a  like  cause,  is  but  too  often  seen  in  better  edu- 
c.Ui  il  and  more  intelligent  communities. 

The  (lovernor,  though  acluiowleilged  to  Ik;  a 
wurtliy  man,  is  decidedly  op))osi'd  to  the  levelling 
svsteiii  which  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  times  ;  and 
wlieii  its  intlueiice  is  ob.-erved  in  an  individual,  by 
any  di  ticieiicy  of  respect  to  himself,  ho  does  not 
allow  it  to  pass  unnoticed.  Of  this  he  gave  an 
iiistaiiee  one  day,  when  (Uie  of  the  seamen  of  the 
Tek'niaco,  being  on  shore  on  lilierty,  jiassed  near 
to  him  without  raising  his  hat.  lie  was  instantly 
arrested  ;  and  although  lie  urged,  in  extenuation, 
his  ignorance  of  its  being  the  (iovernor,  ho  was, 
iiovertheless,  jiut  in  the  stocks  for  an  hour. 
W  iili  such  summary  punislimeiit  for  a  breach  of 
i;()(id  nianiicrs,  it  may  bo  ]iresnmed,  that  the 
jii'iiple  are  orderly;  that  riots,  street-brawls,  and 
drunken  froli<'S  are  unknown  here.  Jndoed,  the 
inliabitants  have  no  fancy  for  them  ;  and  the 
fuivign  sailors,  who  are  occasionally  hero,  soon 
discover,  that  a  sul)er  demeanour  is  the  only  one 
allowable. 

In  eonsofiuence  of  the  limited  native  commerce 
of  St.  Catharine's,  and  the  small  number  of  foreign 
fliips  which  visit  it,  there  are  no  indueenieiits  to 
the  inhabitants  to  jirepare  such  supjilies  of  live 
stuck,  vegetaldes,  and  fruits,  as  iire  desiralde  for 
vessels  touching  there;  and  hence,  in  ])rocuriiig 
(piirs,  we  were  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  some 
iiidividutils,  who  |ierniitted  eneroachinents  to  bo 
iiiude  on  their  family  stock.  Having  accoin- 
lilislied  our  lading,  after  waiting  for  the  last 
jiart  of  the  cargo  until  my  ]iiitioncc  was  nearly 
cxiiaiist'd,  we  iiiunediati  ly  weiglu'd  aiudior,  and 
saiird  for  the  Havana,  on  the  l.")th  (d'  February, 
IsiiCi. 

.\fler  having  abandoned  the  (uiginal  jdau  of 
:;iu)ig  to  the  west  coast  of  America,  and  deciiled 
on  tlie  one  I  was  now  jn'osecutiiig,  1  had  written 
l)y  two  oiiportnnities,  from  Uio  Janeiro,  to  my 
I'rieiids  in  IJostini,  reiiuestiiig  to  have  insurance 
cll'eeled,  if  it  were  practieabl(>.  I>nt  these  wore 
precarious  times  for  neutrals,  wlien  ilio  two  great 
liclligerents  agreed  in  nothing  (.dse  than  in  jdnu- 
tlerliig  them  ;  and  1  was  aware  of  the  uncertainty, 
wlietlier,  by  some  new  (ird<>r  in  council,  on  one 
side,  or  some  retaliatory  decree  on  the  other,  ap- 
proximating to  an  interdii;tion  of  all  neutral  com- 
merce, insurance  could  I'o  dfeeteil  tit  any  rate. 
On  the  pi-osumption,  however,  that  sindi  neutral 
('(iiiinicrcc;  would  he  unmolested,  as  did  not,  even 
ill  a  remote  degree,  ])rejudico  the  interests  of  the 
iHJligerents,  (and  of  this  descriiition  the  voyage  1 
was  now  ]iursuing  certainly  was,)  1  felt  that  1  had 
littli;  else  to  guard  against  than  the  boa  risk,  and 


tlurefuio  was  free  from  anxiety  on  the  subject  of 
insuranco. 

A  few  degiT(  s  south  of  the  ofjuator  wo  fell  in 
with  a  IJritish  frigate,  by  which  we  were  subjected 
to  a  rigid  scrutiny  ;  the  result  of  whi(di  was  a 
convii  tioii  of  the  neutrality  of  the  jiroperty,  the 
k'gality  of  the  voyage,  and  conseiinently,  that 
there  existed  no  motive  for  (htention.  Jiy  the 
ca)itain  and  (iltiecrs  of  this  shi|>  1  was  treated 
with  much  civility,  and,  on  parting,  they  wished 
me  a  safe  arrival  at  Ha\ana.  A  similar  inves. 
tigation,  with  a  like  result,  liy  a  liritish  s!oop-of- 
war,  from  which  wo  were  boariUd  a  few  days 
iifterwar(ls,teuded  to  encourage  me  inthelxlief  that 
1  had  nothing  to  a|ti)rehend  from  JU'itish  vessels 
of  war.  These  evidences,  that  my  voyage  was  not 
considered  ojiposed  to  any  order  or  regulation 
which  shoulil  justify  its  interruption,  and  liy  those, 
loo,  whose  eye  to  discover  a  Haw  )iossessed  the 
quickness  of  the  eagle,  and  whose  apjietitc  for 
p>'oy  was  as  voracious  as  that  of  the  sliark,  con- 
iirined  my  opinion,  that  the  sea  risk  was  all  I  had 
to  aiipreheiui.  With  these  ini|ircssions,  I  ]jereeived 
no  other  obstacle  to  prevent  my  reaching  Havana, 
where  1  was  sure  of  reaping  an  immense  profit 
on  my  adventure.  In  the  contem]dation  of  such 
(lattering  pros]iccts,  my  imagination  often  dwelt 
on  the  joy  of  a  liappy  return  to  my  family,  with  a 
fortune  that  would  supersede  the  necessity  of  ever 
leaving  it  again.  These  ]deasing  anticipations, 
however,  were  soon  destined  to  pass  away  into 
the  regions  of  airy  castles. 

Karly  on  a  fine  morning,  when  about  a  hundred 
and  lii'ry  miles  to  windward  of  the  Island  of  Mar- 
tiniiiuo,  we  descried  a  number  of  vessels  to  the 
westward,  which,  on  approaching,  were  jierceived 
to  bo  a  iloet  of  English  vessels  (d'  war.  Being 
nearest  the  Hamillies  of  seventy-fmir  guns,  we  were 
boarded  from  that  ship,  and  on  ascertaining  that 
the  fleet  was  coniniaiuled  liy  Admiral  »*»♦*, 
my  heart  sank  within  me.  All  my  confidence, 
resulting  from  the  onleal  to  which  we  liad 
been  so  recently  snbjecte<l,  combined  with  my 
entire  conviction  of  the  innocence  and  legiti- 
macy of  the  voyage,  were  insufficient  to  banish 
the  apprehension  of  being  sent  in  for  adjudi- 
cation. 

The  boarding  officer  from  the  Ramillies  was  a 
young  man  of  good  ai>pe;irance,  but  totally  defi- 
cient in  every  attribute  of  the  gentleman  excepting 
his  garb.  His  behaviour  to  the  captain  of  the 
Telemaco,  and  to  myself,  while  on  board  our  own 
ship,  was  marked  by  all  that  insolence,  arrogance, 
and  impudence,  wiii(di  are  tlu'  iieknowledged  pecu- 
liarities of  a  cowanl,  when  conscious  of  bidiig  frei^ 
from  danger.  As  the  captain  of  the  Teh  niaeo 
did  not  speak  English,  I  accompanied  this  i>rutal 
ofiieer  on  board  tin;  Uamillies,  with  the  ship's 
jiapers.  My  recejition  and  treatment  by  the  vcner- 
aldo  and  respectable  commander  of  this  shi]>, 
formed  a  iierfect  contrast  with  that  of  the  boanling 
ollieer.  He  was  eviiU'iitly  one  oi'  tiie  (dd  school, 
urbane,  mild,  gentlemanly,  and  with  manners  and 
deportment  as  much  at  variance  with  those  of  his 
subalterns,  as  wore  the  courtiers  of  the  times  of 
the  Louises,  with  the  sniis-nilnltcs  vi  our  day. 
After  a  thorough  examination  of  our  jiaper.s,  in 
which  lie  was  assisted  by  two  of  his  olficers,  no 
cause  was  iiorceived  by  them  to  justify  the  deten- 
tion of  the  >liip;  consV<|nently,  tlic  p.ipors  were 
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irttirnod  to  i.io  liv  tlio  poinniamli'r,  who  vislicd 
iiio  a  ij;.)n(I  vovuLjo,  and  I'ausocl  iiiu  to  l)t'  jmt  on 
board  Aw  TcK'niaco  again. 

On  tlu'  picsMniption  tliat  a  i-ajitain  in  tln»  llfet 
would  not  ai't  ill  tiiis  indcpondoiit  niannor  uitliont 
llic  sanction  of  tli'  conmiandcr-in cliiot',  I  lioira". 
to  doidit  wli.tlu'i'  time  liad  not  cttictod  ;•.  cliangu 
in  tlic  ihanu'tiT  of  llic  ailniiral,  \\V..  ilior  tlio  lii;;li 
station  to  wliic'li  In-  Iiad  arrivod  inii;lit  not  lia-" 
(k'vatod  his  mind  abovL-  tho  bnccanii'iing  ju'iipcn- 
sitios  for  wliich  he  w:i«  faniod  ;  whotiicr  even  he 
nii^;ht  not  oo 'asionall  •  fcol  sonu-thiMU  aliii'd  to 
rvniorst',  at  tlio  amount  of  distress  wliich  lio  must 
bi"  ('on!=oions  that  Va'  h.A  caused,  and  hoiice  iiad 
detcriniiied  to  jihindi  v  no  more.  'J'his  <lehision 
uiitortunately  was  but  of  inomentarv  duiiition. 
We  had  searei''  (ilN'd  away  our  sails,  wiieii, 
tile  Admi."i>l's  Kh  i  having  ap]ii'oaehed,  ami  tlio 
iiiforiiiatioa  having  been  eonvcyed  to  hiiu  by 
signal,  (  i'  wheiu""  wo  oame.  iind  whiiilei-  we  were 
bounil,  rtilhc'ot  deigning  to  see  us,  or  our  jiapcrs, 
lie  ordered  .ur  ship  to  be  fakeu  possession  of, 
and  to  be  eoii'.ueteil  to  Tortola.  Aeeordingly, 
a  boat,  wi;h  the  r.'|uisite  numbi^r  of  men,  eame  on 
board  l'r,.iii  the  (\'rl)eriis  frigate,  and  loiiK  posses- 
sion of  our  shii»  .  and  vctnniin'.:.  took  our  shiji's 
eoinpany,  inehnling  myself,  on  boaril  the  irigale, 
leaMiig  tlie  master  of  tlie  Telumaoo,  alone  of  our 
nur:ibur,  on  board  thai  siiip. 


CUAPTKI-'  Will. 

DHiorrsnf thef  rlK'nii-.— Tlii'iner.f (  iinvoraation— Arriv:il 
at  Ti.itcila,— 1'mii„';oi,  the  I'ri/.o  AKi'iit.— His  Tlircat  to 
the  .(ikU'O — Vice  Admiralty  ( Hurt. —(/'iiiKU'iiiuat ion  — 
Ca'iso  thcri'fiir. — 1'ropii.sal  frorii  tlie  Afteiit, — I'meecil  to 

St.  Tiioiiias Wivrkeil Arrive  in  the  lloat.— I'.tV'Ot  cm 

the  Owiieri — Kail   in  in.v   Dliieet.— Itetiirn.— I'.iiihark 

afraiii  fur  St.  Thcimas.— lUiiee  tti  New  Vnrk .\rrival. 

— Iiiterv.ew  with  a  rrieml.— ICxtont  of  uiy  Minfurtime. 
— Arrivj  at  lloiiie. 

l)l"t  i«i  the  several  days  1  pfisse(l  on  boai'd  the 
C'erh  •  1  .-i,  before  arriving  at  Tortola,  I  wa.s  treated 
with  nil. eh  civility  b,-  'he  captain  and  oUiceis  id' 
that  sliip.  'I'lie  wanl-  .miii  ollieers  wei'e  all  young 
men  of  gentlem.ii  :y  niiinners  and  deportment. 
'I'hi'  all  absdrbiii';  theme  of  conviTsalion,  while  1 
was  with  them,  was  their  ju'izes  ;  what  they  had 
shared  from  one,  what  they  ex]iected  to  share 
from  another,  not  omlttii'g  an  estimate  cd'  the 
pittance  oicli  miglit  derive  from  my  property. 
That  the  minds  of  pirates  and  thieves  Khoiild  be 
so  e.\(dusi  .-ely  eiigagi'il  in  the  discussion  of  the 
amount  anil  division  of  tlu'ir  booty,  is  easily  com- 
prehended  ;  but,  to  perceive  the  same  thing 'in  men 
lU'iifessiiig  to  be  gentleni:'ii,  possibly  ( 'lirisliaiis, 
men  weari  ig  the  livery  of  one  of  ihe'mosi  power, 
fill  monarcis  of  the  earth,  warriors  by  probssion, 
was  a  circii  iistance  ei|ually  iiicomprcheusible  and 
disgusting. 

The  (.'erberim  and  tlu> 'l\'lL'i.,aco  eame  to  anchor 
at  the  same  time  in  the  hai'boiir  of  Tortola,  on 
ll;e  2'M  of  April,  IHO;.  The  iigeiit  fon  jirizis,  a 
Mr.  Dougan,  eame  on  board,  and  to  him  wi  re 
delivered  tlu  ship's  pa|iirs.  He  tliiii  very  civilly 
accompanied  me  on  shore  to  aid  me  in  procuri^i-; 
lodgings.  Tlii.s  lieiiig  accomplished,  I  returned  on 
hoard,  at  the  expiratio"  of  about  two  hours,  to 


take  my  baggage  on  shore  ;  and  to  my  surprist> 
found,  that  during  that  short  interval,  Dougan  lunl 
been  on  beard,  had  broken  open  my  writingMb^k, 
and  had  abstracted  from  it  all  my  privat"  letteis 
and  iiajiers.  Thi.s  wanton  outrage  was  entirilv 
unnecessary,  as  he  might  have  liad  the  kiv  h\ 
asking  for  it  ;  lint  it  served  to  open  my  eyestd'a 
character  whose  conduct,  thronghont  tlu'  buvi. 
ness,  proved  him  to  be  a  worthy  coadjutor  of  iho 
Admiral. 

From  a  mei'chant  of  the  jdacc,  who  lia])peneclt^ 
be  ]iresent  wlu>n  the  Judge  and  Dougan  were  ex. 
amining  the  papers  together.  1  learned  that  'lii' 
Judge  could  not  then  perceive  any  cause  for  Cdii- 
fiscating  the  jirojierty.  The  voyage,  be  admitteil, 
as  aii]ieared  by  the  documents,  was  liegun  iit  Nni 
York  for  American  account.  The  ])rocee(ls,  ;i; 
]{io  Janeiro,  of  the  investment,  were  suflicieiit  td 
]iurcliase  tlie  iiropi^rty  under  a-ljudication.  It 
was  shipjied  at  a  neutral  jiort,  on  jioard  a  iKiiIiai 
ship,  for  neutral  .'iccount,  and  consisted  of  no 
;  ai'licle  contraband  of  war.  On  what  jilea,  tli. -i, 
'  ould  it  be  condemned  '.  wiis  a  <|Uestie.i  that 
re<(uired  much  ingenuity  to  solve,  —  the  iiimv 
!  es|iecially,  as  Dougan  was  thi-n  heard  i  i  say  to 
the  Judge,  on  his  expressing  a  doubt,  that  if  ilm 
prize  esca|ie(l  condemnation  none  others  should  li, 
sent  to  Tortola,  but  he  wcuild  advise  th(>ir  beln; 
sent  into  one  of  the  •  'her  islands  lor  trial.  WW- 
ther  this  tlin-at  li.i  any  intluence  in  the  tiiiai 
decision  is  known  only  to  themselves,  but  that  ii 
was  so  intended  is  obviou.s. 

'I'liere  was  no  choice  of  a  jierson  to  act  a- 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  bir  there  was  at  Tort.iia 
but  one  indixidiial  for  thiit  oflico,  w  i;o  served  i:i 
all  prize  cases,  and  whose  sympathy  was  eiilislii 
entirely  on  the  si<le  of  tile  |duiiili'rers.  VuA: 
such  discouraging  circumstances,  and  entertainiii.' 
no  doubt  of  what  would  lie  the  result,  1  shmili! 
instantly  have  aban.loiu'd  the  jiroperty,  ami  wa'-li'l 
neither  time  nor  money  in  altemi>ling  to  defemia 
e.ise  already  prejudged;  bu!  my  duty  to  the  uiKki- 
writers,  if  thi'  ]iro|M'rty  had  Ijeeii  insured,  and  llie 
pi'opriety  of  securing  an  ajipeal,  forbade  llii> 
course,  and  induced  me  to  wait  the  tardy  prociN* 
of  the  court.  The  farce  of  trial  was  of  becoiiiin; 
duration,  ami  was  conducted  with  the  same  form- 
and  solemnity  as  if  the  (diject.s  luul  been  to  cliiM 
truth  and  to  iidminister  juslice. 

.\s  the  case  td' the  Tideinaco  wjvs  jierfcetly  )il;iiii, 
involving  no  intricate  point  whatever,  it  was  im- 
possible that  tlu' .Judge  Khould  have  |ierceived.  in 
thirty  days,  any  more  cause  of  confiscation  tliaii 
was  diseovei'iible  on  the  lirsf  examination  of  liii 
Jiapers  ;  hence  it  is  probable,  that  his  .iiiiid  «;i> 
ma<le  op  soon  after  the  threat  of  Doiigan,  mil 
that  the  (rial  was  neither  more  nor  less  ih:iii 
a  shield  to  cover  an  act  of  villany.  'I'he  siiip 
and  cargo  were  combnined,  as  gooil  and  liw! 
prize  to  the  Admiial,  on  two  grounds, — the  mii' 
being  that  of  pursuing  a  voyage  in  time  id' w;ii', 
'  hieh  is  not  permitteil  in  time  of  ]ieace  ;  tin 
other,  "the  inadmissibility  of  a  cm  tinuily  il 
voyages." 

It  is  but  doing  justioe  to  the  honourab/  feeliii:- 
of  a  young  naval  commander,  who  hail  .  ceiiil.v 
iirrived  on  this  station,  and  who  was  yi  t  oiiiii- 
liiited  ill  the  atrocious  practices  ]ieculiai'  i  it' 
(o  mention  that,  when  informed  liy  a  frieml  nf 
niine  of  the  decision  of  tlie  court,  and  the  rea-smi* 
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1  to  my  surprise 
rval,l)oiij,':iii  li;iil 
my  writiiifj-di'sk, 
iiy  jiriviit"  li'tti'i's 
•;if.'e  vas  oiitiivlv 
'  had  the  krv  U 
pell  my  fves  ton 
iigliont  till!  lubi- 
t'oadjutoriil  ilic 

I  wlio  liaiipciii'dtii 
Diiufjan  wcro  ex. 

k-anicil  tliat  'ln' 
iiy  cause  fur  cnn- 
aj^c,  lie  admitted, 
\i\»  jirjjun  at  Xuw 
Tlu!  jiroc'cods,  ;i; 
vi'i'c  sutl'icieiit  til 
aJjudioatioii.     It 

II  board  u  lUMitral 
coiisistod    (if  iiij 

1  wliat  plea,  tiK'i, 
a  f|U(}stip.i  tkit 
olvo,  —  t'lO  iiiiiro 
1  heard  \-i  say  to 
doulit,  thiit  if  tliis 
,0  others  should  lio 
idviso  th(>ir  liciiii; 
s  ibr  trial.  Wlif- 
enco  in  the  tiii.ni 
selves,  hut  that  it 

person  to  ai't  ,i< 
ere  was  at  'I'ertnla 
ice,  w  i'.o  Served  mi 
patliy  was  enlisti'l 
luderers.  Viiiirr 
s,  and  entertaiiiiii;; 
e  result,  I  sliniilil 
ojierty,  i\nd  waslij 
injitiiij,'  to  defcmla  : 
duty  to  the  mid'i'-  , 
'11  insured,  and  the 
leal,     forliiide   tlii- 

tlie  tardy  precr-f 
1  was  of  heconiiii: 
til  tile  saiiu,'  fnnii- 
liad    heeii  to  elii.t 

vas  perft'ctly  )il;uii, 
latever,  it  was  iiu- 
lia\e  |ierceiveil,  iii 
f  contiscalion  tliiiii 
■xaniinalioii  (d'  t'lir 
that  his  .iiiiid  «:i> 
it  of  l)iiui;aii,  :iii:l 
ire  nor  less  tluiii 
niliiny.  The  slii|i 
s  i;ood  and  I'lwl' 
1,'rounils, — tlie  1)111' 
ai,'e  in  time  cd'  wiiv, 
nit!  of  peace  ;  lln' 
i    a  col  tinnily  nl 

lonourah;'  feeliiiL'* 
',  who  iiail  .  'eeiill} 
I'lio  was  yi  t  uiiiii- 
iecH  pccuiiai'  '  ''■ 
lied  by  a  friend  <'l 
rt,  and  the  reasons 


doulitfiil 
ill!     evident 


fijr  it,  ho  indiijnantly,  and  perhaps  imprudently, 
termed  it  no  (dhe'-thau  licensed  piracy.  'J'liose  of 
inv  fellow-citi/.eiis,  of  more  recent  times,  who,  hy 
the  ainelioratinjj;  iiiHnence  of  their  commercial 
ivlations  with  ^'hifjland,  have  inihilied  the  most 
lol'tv,  and,  I  doulit  not,  just  ideas  nf  the  Iwuiour, 
ijoiid  faith,  and  inteLriity  of  Hritish  merchants, 
mav  find  it  ditKcult  to  credit  the  fact,  that,  <inly 
tliii'ty  years  a^'o,  the  [government  of  >vlii(di  they 
are  siihjects  could  sanction  such  atrocities  as  tho-e 
'  have  detailed  ;  or  that  a  Hritish  Admiral  existed, 
who  would  eondesci'iid  to  use  Miudi  hase,  cruel, 
and  wicked  means  for  the  au!;mentatioii  if  his 
private  foitune.  But  the  tlionsa-ids  cd' iny  ellow- 
eiti/.i'iis  who  W(n'(!  mined  at  tlii.s  |)eriod  liy  heiiifj 
stripped  of  their  property,  on  ef|ually  frivolous 
]n'etexts,  wiM  corrohorato  the  accuracy  of  my 
statement. 

The  IVdeinaeo  and  cargo  heiiii;  condemned,  it 
was  no  easy  matter  for  the  ]iri/e  agent  to  dispose 
of  them,  exce|iti;ig  at  a  very  gicat  sacritice.  The 
ship  possessed  an  intrinsic  value  at  Tort'da,  which 
the  cargo  did  not.  To  have  unloaded,  w  illi  a  view 
(if  transporting  it  in  other  vi'sstds  to  the  Havana, 
where  only  a  sale  was  to  he  found  fur  it,  would  he 
i'l'Mirring  a  great  exiieiise  and  labour,  i 

reiinineration.       Hence,  there    was    ii.. 

necessity  cd'  selling  the  sliip  and  cargo  together, 
and  it  would  he  impossible  to  ( ffect  this,  with  the 
fact  hefoio  the  eyes  of  the  pnrcliaser,  tliat  the 
]iro|ierty  had  just  been  confiscated  for  being 
Ixiiiiid  to  tlieonly  place  where  it  could  be  disposed 
of.  The  pri/.e  agent  was  e:  tremely  enibarrtissed 
with  ilie  jieeuliarity  of  this  case,  aware  that,  with- 
ciiit  the  intervention  of  a  neufal,  nothing  could  be 
made  of  it.  In  this  extremity,  he  made  a  proposal 
to  nie  to  take  it  at  about  half  it  i  original  cost,  and, 
as  ail  inducement,  would  eiigagt;  to  provide  protec- 
tion against  detention  by  Hritish  cruisers  on  its 
way  to  Havana.  What  (dfrontery  !  What  inipu- 
(liiiee  !  What  villany  !  To  wh  me  of  my  property 
mi  pretext  of  inadiiiissiliility  of  voxage,  and  then 
|ir(ipiise  a  )tassport  for  the  more  safe  prosreutiuii 
(d  the  s:ime  voyage,  for  jnirsniiig  which  the 
pidjierty  was  eontiseated  ! 

That  thi>  atrotdty  of  this  case  m;;y  he  vi<>wed  in 
all  its  bearings  at  once,  1  will  make  some  repeti- 
tions, even  at  the  risk  of  l)cdiig  considered  tedious. 
(If  till'  perfect  lU'Utrality  of  this  projierty,  there 
was  not  suggested,  nor  did  there  exi.st  in  the  mind 
iif  any  one,  a  doubt.  'I'lio  cargo  consisted  of  no 
aitifle  contraband  of  war,  iind  was  not  destined  to 
a  lil.ndvad."!  port.  \N'e  had  lieeii  subjected  to  a 
ri:.'id  scrutiny  by  three  diU'ereiit  Hritish  ships  of 
wai',  and  neither  (d'  them  saw  any  reason  for  de- 
taining us.  Without  till'  formality  of  luoking  at 
our  papers,  or  even  of  seeing  an  individual  be- 
liitigiiig  to  the  ship,  the  .Admiral  ordered  her  to 
he  taken  possession  (if,  and  to  be  conducted  to 
Tortilla   for   adjudicatinn.     At   Tortola,   the   ship 

and  cargo  were   coiideiiiiieil   as   g 1  anil    lawful 

prize,     '{'hi"  cargo  being  of  a  descriiitii-n  that  ein- 

liarrassed  the  prize  agent  lo  know  what  to  <lo  with 
:.    1  1  •     1 r 1 u 


t,  he  |iriipiised,  as  an  indueement  for  m< 


lo  buy  it 

ill.  lo  pro\  iile  ;i   iiassport,  wlii(di  slnnild   secure  it 
I  Hritidi  capture  on   the  way  to  its  original 
9<  di.Miiiation,     Had  thisevent,and  othersreKemlding 


it,  with  which  the  tinu'S  wen 


fertil 


e,  occurred  in 


state  of  the  liumaii  mind  at  that  time  ;  hut,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  age  of  enliglitened  benevo- 
lence and  high  moral  sense,  that  any  pressure  of 
war  should  ho  suflicient  to  induce  a  Christian 
govermuent  to  encourage  or  sanction  such  rob- 
beries, will  be  matter  of  amazement  and  regret 
to  those  who  have  since  come  upon  the  active 
stage  of  life,  and  wdio  learn  from  the  remini.s- 
ceiiccs  of  their  seniors,  that  auch  were  the  actual 
fai ts. 

.^  Ithough  the  ]n'0])osal  before  mentioned  came 
from  so  susjiicious  a  source,  and  ni  ght  be  designed 
to  plunge  me  into  dc'ier  ruin,  )et  i'.  was  so  tempt- 
ing, hohliiig  out  the  prospect,  even  with  the  cur- 
tailment of  one  half  iiie  capital,  of  retrieving  my 
fortune,  that,  however  much  the  chance  way 
against  my  being  able  to  raise  the  rcijuisite  sum, 
1  determined  to  spare  no  efforts  for  the  attain- 
ment of  so  desirable  an  object. 

To  have  made  the  attemp:  at  Tortola,  would 
have  been  useless.  The  mediants  of  that  place 
had  become  so  mvich  inured  lo  -  cenes  of  ruin  and 
misery,  as  to  view  the  \  ictims  of  their  freebooters 
with  feelings  of  contempt,  rather  than  sympathy. 
.My  only  liojie,  therefore,  was  to  go  to  St.  TTiomas, 
and  then'  endeavour,  by  hypothecating  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  by  bills  on  the  United  States,  or  by 
dividing  the  adventure  into  shares,  to  raise  the 
reipiisite  sum  to  ransom  the  propi'rty.  Accord- 
ingly, f  (Iroger  being  then  about  to  .sail  for  that 
place,  1  took  passage  in  hei',  and  left  Tortola  late 
ill  the  afternoon. 

The  breeze  during  the  night  was  very  mode- 
rate, and  the  vessel  was  making  such  slow  progress, 
that  the  master  calculated  on  arriving  of  the  port 
not  before  daylight.  There  must,  however,  have 
been  great  ignorance  of  the  danger,  or  very  care- 
less steering,  or  jierhaps  both  ;  as,  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  hail  run  on  lo 
a  ledge  of  rocks.  IJeiiig  waked  liy  the  hard  strik- 
ing of  the  vesscd,  my  first  iiiipressiuu  was,  that  we 
were  alongside  some  ship  in  the  harbour  ;  but  a 
second  and  third  coiieus8ion,aiid  a  gn^at  bustle  on 
deck-,  satisfied  iiu"  that  we  were  in  danger.  1  then 
iminediatidy  jumped  out  of  my  lierth,  and  found 
the  water  aiiove  my  ancles,  on  the  cabin  floor. 
Taking  my  (dothes  in  my  hand,  1  ran  on  dtrl>,  and 
hastily  put  them  on.  liy  this  lime  the  vessel  had 
so  set'tled  and  heeled  ov'er,  as  to  bring  the  water 
nciirly  to  tin-  coamings  of  the  hat(dies,  on  the  h'c 
side  of  the  deck;  and  it  was  very  evident,  that 
both  vessel  and  ciirgo  would  be  a  total  loss.  The 
vtssel  was  about  twenty  tons  burden,  and  was 
laden  with  colfee  in  bulk.  As  my  little  trunk 
floated  towards  the  companion-way,  it  was  seized 
by  one  of  the  nu'U,  and  put  into  the  lioat. 
'  .Not  more  than  half  an  hour  had  elaiised  from 
the  time  the  vessel  struck,  hehiro  she  had  filled. 
The  crew,  eonsisling  of  fuur  jiersoiis  and  nivsidf, 
enibai  keil  in  the  boat,  tiiid  left  the  wreck,  from 
which  nothing  could  lie  saved.  Arriving  at 
the  landing  just  as  the  day  began  to  break, 
1  was  (ddigid  to  wail  the  moving  of  the  people, 
111  for.'    1   could  Iind    anv   one    lo   conduct  me   to 


til"  Dark  Ages,  when  might  and  light  were  syno- 
iiyinous,  they  would  liavelieeii  in  keepiiifj  with  the 


the  mil. 


1  the  mean  lime,  llie  owiii 


I'rs  of  the  vessel  and 


cargo  had  heard  a  rumour  of  their  loss,  and  had 
come  to  the  landing  to  ascertain   the   pariiculain, 


Ir 


i' 


m 


licse  were  given 


irescii 


the  master  and  iie'ii  llo  ii 


t  ;   and,    having  hiard  the   dismal   recital, 
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whifli  close  I  liy  tlie  iiilormntinii,  tli:it  tlio  loss  was 
tot;il,  ihvy  brolu-  out  in  iNclauKitioiis,  sliowiii^  llio 
ilc'ptli  of  tlieir  (listiTs-i.  'Hio  vosstl  was  owned  hv 
a  Dane  ;  t!io  car^jo  hy  a  I'lvncliinan.  It  was  to 
oaeli  liis  all,  ami  tlio  fruit  ,if  many  yoars'  lianl 
toil  ;  ami  it  was  uiiiiisureil.  Tho  exprossioii  )f 
till"  cfrects  of  tlio  disaster,  on  (.'aeli,  was  truly 
eliaracteristic.  The  Dane  evidently  ftdt  his  loss 
de(-]ily.  lie  wassad,nu'!aneholy,  silent,  cxci'i>tinL; 
now  and  then  an  oxclauiatiun  I'  '  My  tJod  !  wiiai 
a  inisfortnno  !  \\luU  a  V'''y  •  '  '"'"  I'ronc'lnnan, 
feelin;^  all  the  horrois  of  lieiMi;  reduced  to  bef,'i;avy 
from  I'l'niparatiNo  indejiendi'uee,  i;avo  full  venl  to 
those  feelinjjs,  in  a  lunst  undi.^nilied  manner.  Ho 
oi'iod,  groaue<l,  wrnnt;  his  hands,  threw  his  hut  on 
tlie  irroiuiil,  and  stamiied  nj)on  it,i'xelainiinL,M>very 
instant,  ''()  mo  i  Dieu  !  nion  Dion  !  ijuel  maliicur  !'' 
and  aetiiiL,'  lil;i'  a  perfect  nianiae.  The  sympathy 
of  tjie  i;ood  people,  who  had  collocted  in  conNiiUr- 
alili"  nundiers,  was  ovinced  in  their  attempts  to 
soothe  liiin  ;  but  any  consolation,  oH'ered  at  this 
moment,  was  unliceded  and  useless. 

Heing  incapable  of  assuagin;;  the  i;rief,  or  of 
rendering  any  service  to  these  unfortunate  ])oople, 
I  left  them  as  soon  as  I  could  ]>rocure  a  negro  to 
take  my  trunk,  and  sliow  mo  the  wav  ',)  the  inn. 
When  there,  my  first  object  was  lo  jirocure  dry 
clothes.  Mine  were  all  wet,  tlio^c  in  my  trunk  as 
well  as  those  I  had  on  ;  and  no  other  resource  was 
presented  me,  than  that  of  wrapjiing  myself  in  a 
borrowed  cloak,  and  waiting  in  my  roou)  until  some 
of  them  were  drii'd.  This  was  ac<'oni]ilislieil  in 
due  time;  and  then,  Ix'ing  greatly  refreshed  liy  a 
good  lircakfast,  !  walked  out  to  see  the  toun,  and 
to  lind  the  merchants  to  whom  I  had  letters,  I 
had  a  louix  inteiview  with  each.  They  were  veiy 
civil  and  friendly,  and  were  not  delicient  in  expres- 
sions of  sympathy  fer  my  mislorinms,  nor  of  de- 
nunciations for  uliat  they  termed  tin-  villany  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court,  in  encouraging  and  sane- 
tiouing  such  acts  of  jiiracy.  lint  they  declined 
advancinij  mo  anything  to  redeem  my  propeity,  in 
eitlier  of  the  several  modes  1  proposed  l  i  ibem, 
prob.ibly  for  tin;  very  '.;oi)d  reason,  that,  as  the 
])roperty  on  its  way  to  Havana  would  be  secure 
against  British  capture,  there  would  exist  m. 
other  than  the  sea  risk,  and,  tlicrelore.  they  could 
avail  the!n::elves  of  the  eiiiire  advantage  of  the 
operation. 

Ihuing  afcerlained  that  a  vessel  wciuM  sail 
from  hence  Uiy  New  ^'ork  in  about  .1  fortnight,  it 
was  very  desirable  that  I  should  not  lose  the 
opportunity  of  going  in  her,  seeing;  that  now  all 
llope  of  repurchasing  r.iy  ship  was  annihilated. 
Accordingly  I  relumed  t«I  Torlola  the  fourth  day 
id'ter  leaving  it,  and  innneiliately  set  about  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  "taking  a  final  leave 
of  this  abominable  ,i!ace.  Dongan  expressed  re- 
gret that  I  had  not  sticceeded  in  raising  the  means 
lo  eii.iblo  me  to  accept  his  proposal  ;  liiit,  with  the 
jias-port,  there  was  no  doubt  ,som<'  neutral  from 
St,  Thoin.'is  would  be  forib( uming,  who  would  rea 
dily  make  the  piiri  ha  e. 

Having  settled  my  accouids,  and  semired  my 
appeal  pajiers,  I  hit  Torlola  on  the  J'lih  of  ■July, 
more  than  a  monih  from  the  date  of  my  arrival. 
During  t!,„,  montli,  scarce  it  ilay  pa^si.'d,  in  which 
I  was  not  subjectedto  sonienngryaltc  rcatiou,  some 
umiecishary  pro\ocation,  koi.iu  fe\erisli  exciie- 
iiieiit,  from  my  opponents  ;  or  Home  trouble  mid 


anxiety  fn.in  complaints  and  uiicasini  ss  of  the 
oUicers  and  crew  of  our  shi|)  ;  and  this,  underilii. 
scorching  inilnence  of  a  vertical  sun.  i!ut  I  h;\,\ 
the  happiness  to  esca]ie  the  fever,  whiidi  this  ciim. 
binatiou  of  causes  was  so  well  calculated  to  \:\„- 
(luce,  and  to  retain  my  health.  As  1  left  the  li;u'. 
hour  on  my  way  to  St.  Thomas,  1  jiassed  near  the 
Telcmaco,  which  lay  there  by  virtue  of  the  right 
of  the  strong  o^er  the  weak.  The  distinction  ke- 
tween  this  act  of  piracy,  and  those  of  ii  like  eharac- 
Icr  by  the  ancii'iit  biiccanii  rs.  must  be  petceivnl 
to  consist  alone  in  the  circumstance,  that  tlu' 
former  is  sanctioned  by  kindred  banditti,  ternicil 
a  Vice-Admiralty  t'ourt  ;  and  the  latter  were 
too  honest  and  in::gua!rmious  to  practise  siieli 
hy])ocrisy,  'I'he  r.mials  id'  the  times,  howi'Vi  !■. 
were  fertile  in  the  detail  of  such  atrocious  inva- 
sions of  the  rii,;lits  of  neutrals  ;  the  one  p;ii't_v 
justifying  its  ihelts,  by  the  thefts  ami  burning:  i,| 
the  otlnr. 

To   have    praelised   the   selt'-denial    incident  tu 
leaving  my  family  lor  so  kmg  a  tinu' ;  to  liaM'  'ur 
ceedeil  in   reaching  Kie,  Janeiro,  after  being  ili- 
masled,  and  sidlering  all   the   toils  and  anxieties 
incident  thereto  ;   to  h.ivo  surmounted,   liappily, 
th(>  numerous  obstacles  and  ri.sks  attendant  on  tin 
peculiarity  of  the  transactions  in  port ;    to  have 
acconiidishe<l  tin-  business  id"  lading  and  <lespatch- 
ing  the  vessels,  in  detiauce  of  great  obstacles,  aii'l 
to  )>erceive  the  t'orttmo  almost  within  my  grasp, 
which  woidd  secure  to  nn-  ease,"  and  indeiiendeiue 
for  the  remainder  of  my  lile;  tind  then,  by  il 
ir'vsi^tible  means  of  brute  force,  to  see  the  wlie: 
swept  olt',  in  so  iitrocious  and  cruel  a  manner,  aiiil 
myself  and  family  thereby  redtu-ed,  in  a  monieiii, 
from  atlluence  to  )ioverty,  must  be  jidmitted  to  \n- 
a  calamity  of  no  cirdinary  maguitndi'.     1 1  reipiii'i  il, 
indeed,  the  exercise  of  gj-eat  fortilmle  and  palii  lu'e, 
and  naturally  led  to  tiie  lurception  ed'  the  acknow- 
leclgeel  truth,  that  maidcind  experience  a  greatii' 
ametint    of    misery   from   tlx'    evil   passions  ami 
wickidness  of  their  fellow-men,  ihatt  from  all  tin 
effects  of  hurricane  s,  lightning,  earthipiakcs,  aiiil 
the  warring  e)f  the  elements  ceimbined. 

I'eU'tunatedy,  I  possesseel  an  clastie'its  of  niiinl 
which  ailapteel  itsedf  to  cire'iimstaiie'e's.  1  wa-, 
accuslenne.l  to  ce)iite'nel  with  eliltlcnlties,  and  liis- 
cipliue^el  by  a  long  course'  ()(  losses  iiml  disa)'- 
poinlmeiits  ;  ami  when  sull'e'riug  uneU  r  the  111,  I 
habitually  loeikeel  rouuil  for  the'  me'ans  tei  re'tiiedy 
them,  1  was  seieill  e'liabli'd.  the're  feire",  tei  thro" 
off  much  eif  ihe  Weight  of  this  misfortune'.  Si'Mb 
mitigation  ed'  its  e'fl'eet  was  proeliu'cel,  by  cher. sit- 
ing the  hope',  that  itisnranee'  eiit  the-  pre)pe'itv 
mijdlt  have  be'e-ll  eilee'te'd,  aiiel  that  the  Aspasla, 
might  have'  aceomplisheel  lie^r  veiyage"  snce'cssfiilly, 
Allhoni,'h    lie)   mere'    coilM    bi'    espectr  d     from    111' 

.\p|ieal,  than  the'  sum  feir  which  the'  properly  li.il 
be'eii  ,Hacrilie'i'd  ;  and  tlli^i  sum  wiiidil,  lu'e'e'ssiu  il 
!h'  miie'h  re'eliii'iel  b)'  lawye'rs'  fees  and  lue'i'chai'i 
commissions,  liefore'  reaching  my  liiiiiils;  ye't  e 
tliis  i^e'rveel  ti)   biieiy  uji  my  spirits,  under  tin  1 
cxcissive  pressure. 

Arriviii;;  au'iiiii  lit  St,  Thoiims,  I  feniiid  the  sh^i' 
elestine'il    for    New   ^'orl;    m  iirly  naely   for   se  ;i 

AllhoU;;ll  listrange'r  in  the-  pliice,llleri'  We're  liolli 
eif  tlle<  usual  attractieius   lor   beguiling  (lie    le-dieiil-' 

heiiirs  (d'  one-  in  my  nnrurliinati'  idrcuinstuiice  s ; 
ami   the'  necessity  for  an   ailelitieeial  '<•'>',*  ilel,') 
I  iiicri'iisi  el  nty  iiii)ititle>iu>e'. 
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At  li'iigtii,  (111  tlio  Htll  of  JiiiK',  we  took  our 
(loiiaiture  IVoin  St.  TliDiiiiis,  nm\,  on  tlu-  .'iOtli  of 
ilu'  .saniL'  iiidiilli,  iirrivi'd  ;it  New  "^'ork,  iif'tir  ii 
|i:issaf;i'  as  pleasant  as  tliiTo  was  reason  to  ('X|)oct 
at  tills  season  of  tli  ■  veav.  We  liail  se\  eml  inva- 
luls  on  lioard,  wliicli  oliliLfed  ns  to  pass  i'otir  ilays 
in  i|iial'auline  at  Sialen  Islainl.  This,  nmler  ilif- 
t,  relit  auspices,  woiiM  have  lieeii  a  pleasure  ;  and 
even  as  it  was,  the  ari'ival  IVom  sea,  tlii^  encliaiit- 
iii;;  pietuir  fiMin  tlie  terrace  of  the  (Quarantine 
liuiise,  tlio  supply  of  the  various  relVeshnioiits  of 
the  .season,  tlie  ihiily  |'apei's  wliicli  eanie  ren'iilarly 
to  us,  and,  more  than  all,  letters  from  my  family 
iniiioum-in;j  tiiat  all  were  well,  combined  to  lessen 
tlie  teilium  of  my  detention. 

Un  lieiii;,'  relieved  from  ipiaraiitine,oii  tlieltli  of 
July,  the  master  of  the  Telciuaco  and  myself  went 
to  the  city,  arrivint:;  there  amid  the  din  of  arms 
and  all  till'  noise  tiiid  hustle'  of  the  celebration  of 
the  national  jubilee.  At  this  luoment  the  public 
iiiind  was  greatly  excited  at  'he  oiitnij^e  committed 
on  the  ('he:-apeako  fri;j;ate,  by  tlu'  r>riti>li  si|U;iilroii 
then  within  the  waters  of  the  I  jiiteil  ."-Ittites  ;  ami 
the  prevailin'4  oiuuioii  set'intd  to  be,  that  war  was 
the  inevitable  couse(|uence. 

liaviuK  been  informed,  that  an  intimate  fiiond 
anil  reliition  from  Helton  was  in  town,  wlio  I 
knew  would  bi  able  to  ;;ive  me  the  reiiui>ite  iiifor- 
ination  as  to  the  st;,*  ■  of  my  affair'  1  lost  no  tim,' 
in  scekinij  him  ;  )iut  it  was  hasteii..!;;  only  to  lie 
the  earlier  ac(|uainted  with  disasters  even  greater 
than  1  had  imagiuecl.  On  meetinu;  him,  1  jii'r- 
ceived  ii  shadow  cast  over  thai  benevolent  counti'- 
uaiice,  which  liad  hilberlo  always  lieamed  with 
smiles  and  joy  when  iiuvting  me  alter  an  absence, 
which  augured  but  too  dearly  that  my  worst  anii- 
cipalions  were  about  ben;;  conlirmed.  lie  told 
me,  that,  in  consiMpience  of  the  promulgation  of 
soiiK^  new  orders  in  council  abi,  '  the  lime  my 
letters  arri\ed,  desirint;  iiiMirance  t>-  be  made,  the 
ollicers  became  so  akirineil  that  it  could  not  be 
I  ll'ected  at  a  less  )ireminm  than  thii  ty-lliree  and 
one  tiiird  jur  cent.,  which  my  friends  would  not 
consent  to  give;  hence  no  iii-nrauce  had  In  en 
made  on  the  jiropeity,  anil  the  loss  was  for  account 
ef  .Mr.  Shaler  and  ni\si  If.  Nor  was  this  till  ;  he 
uas  iiained  to  say,  that  the  Aspa^ia  ami  cargo 
Were,  iiNo,  a  total  loss.  The  nuluiieholy  detail 
wax.  that  she  had  tirrivcd  safe  at  llaviUiii  and 
sold  the  ciirgo  at  lilteeii  dollars  per  ijuiiital,  and, 
with  the  proceeds,  alioiit  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
had  laden  with  coU'ee  and  sugar,  boiind  to  New 
Vork  ;  that  wlu'ii  olf  (ape  llatleriis  a  gale  was 
encountered,  in  wiiicdi  the  vessel  was  thrown  on 
Im  r  beiini  ciidrt  anil  iialf  filled  with  \vater,  which 
III  oi'il  the  cargo.  The  ma.'ter,  Ivodgers,  hi' I  been 
swi  pi  iiway  and  lot^t.  nii'l  she  liiially  rcacln  d  Noi - 
folk  in  II  tilosi  distressed  sttlte,  where  the  all'.ount 
of  all  thai  WHS  Hiived  was  little  inori'  tlian  sulli- 
cieiif  to  pay  the  wagi's  of  the  men,  'J'o  crown  the 
whole,  till'  .e.v  lit  at  New  V'>rk  had  not  been  in 
tonned  of  litis  hhipiiieiil,  mid  consei|miitly  ii< 
iouirance  Inid  been  etfeclcd.  I  ci/iild  not  imagine 
.1  IV  addition  to  these  misforluiies,  In  ,.iuse  1  hud 
iioiliihg  uiore  111  risk  ;  yi|  I  peirei^ed  that  llicre 
WHx  soiiK  ihing  to  be  yi  t  Mii(o|(h")  I'n  tliiH  over- 
'  wlleliiiidH  'h^frt'l  "lis  yet  to  Ih'  itddt  d  IiIIoIIk  r  ilini, 
wliicli  woiiM  (ill  my  «'iiii  to  ovcrHowinii-  «!;.< 
fHiliife  of  a  frieii  I  and  nlj***"",  <>ii  wli<»"  [m>vr  I 
wiirt  an  eiidovHt  r  and  liail  imfine  rcK|"'ii>iMo  i  ■! 


tin;  sum  of  si.\  thousand  <loll;irs.  'i'he  aggregate 
of  these  losses,  eHtimatiiig  the  vaiiio  of  the  Telc- 
maco's  cargo  at  tin;  same  rate  the  .Aspasia's  was 
sold,  and  thf  shi|i  at  what  was  ]iaid  fov  in  r,  and 
ili(Ie|H'iideiit  of  all  prolit  on  tin  investment  of  the 
funds  at  Havana  for  Nov  York,  wiiiild  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  filly  ihou.-^and  dollars. 

All  doubts  relative  to  the  entire  prostration  of 
my  fortniu!  were  now  solved  ;  till  hipe  of  there 
lieiiig  Some  remnant  left  ine  was  annihilated,  and 
the  wiirld  was  to  be  begun  anew,  under  the  pres- 
sure of  increased  res|ionsibilities.  lUit  the'  reflec- 
tion, that  no  |iart  of  this  projierty  was  on  credit, 
that  I  htid  not  involved  others  in  my  losses,  was 
eminently  consolatory.  And  tiie  ideasing  contem- 
plation of  meeting  my  family  again,  after  this  first 
and  loiiL'  absence  from  them,  and  before  having 
experienced  anything  of  the  iucniiveiiience  and 
embarrassments  resulting  i'rom  such  misloitune, 
comliined  o  cheek  their  nalurally  dejiressiiig 
effects  on  my  spirit:*. 

The  weiglit  of  our  misfortunes  boro  not  less 
heavily  on  tlx-  rortuguese  Ca|itain  than  on  myself, 
although  his  was  only  the  loss  of  time  ;  but  his 
course  in  life  had  hitlK^rto  been  one  of  uninter- 
rupted smoothness.  This  was  the  first  serious 
misfortune  he  hail  ixpirienced,  and  it  so  alHicted 
him,  that  cintinued  encouragement  w;is  reipiired 
to  en;ible  him  lo  support  it  with  becoming  pro- 
pcio.  ,  Fortunate  ly  for  liim,  he  was  not  destined 
to  wait  long  for  a  passage  for  Lislion.  An  op- 
liorlunity  presented  itself  immediately,  hy  which 
I  jirocured  him  a  passage,  defrayed  the  expi  r.se 
of  it,  and  bade  him  adieu,  most  probably  for 
ever. 

As  tlicro  was  no  further  cause  for  detaining  me 
ill  New  Vork,  I  bent  my  course  homeward,  and 
iirrived  there  on  the  8th' of  duly.  lHli7,— a  jieriod 
that  will  never  lie  obliterated  from  my  memory, — 
when  the  joy  of  emlirticing  my  family  once  more 
in  health  was  in  bitter  conflict  with  the  distress 
ivsnlting  from  the  consciousness  of  the  years  of 
separatio!  lluit  were  inevitable  in  the  renewed 
efforts  rei|uisite  for  their  maintenance. 

Those  who  have  found  Miflicient  interest  in  iho 
preceding  pages  to  be  induciul  to  follow  ine  in  my 
subsri|nent  ell UTpiTses,  will  find  abiiiiiliillt  evi. 
deiice.  that  my  loreboiliiigs  were  fully  realised  in 
the  repeated,  long,  iUid  painful  separations  from 
those  whom  it  was  no  h  >s  my  duly  than  it  would 
have  been  my  hiippiiiess  to  walidi  over  silid  pro- 
tect, (ompe'lled  to  navigate  for  the  siijiporl  of 
my  family,  .'iiiil  deprived  in  coliseiplelice  of  super- 
iiiieiiding  the  education  of  my  (diihlreii — worn  with 
anxiety,  and  sick  at  heart  by  liope  deferred,  it  will 
be  seen,  tliat  I  was  for  many  years  tin  exile  from 
all  thiit  rendered  life  dearand  disirable,-aiid  Ibis 
as  a  coiisei|uence  of  (he  robbery  of  my  hard- 
earned  lortniie.  If  (lie  eiijoymeid  of  this  jiro- 
pirty,  HO  wickedly  oblaiiU'd,  bears  any  proportion 
lo  tile  yi'ars  of 'suffering  caused  the  proprietor 
bv  its  l.iss,  it  affords  the  stnmgiv.t  piesiim|itivi' 
eudiiice  of  a  perversion  of  mind  which  must 
meet  its  correction   hi'ieafler. 
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CHArTKR   XIX. 

r.MKHsIi  AgKrofsions.— KiiilKii'Kn.— V()yiii<c  tn  Africa.— Ti) 
Halifax  and  to  Kmcipe.— Aiiive  in  tlic  C'ly.lo.-l'rocecil 
til  I.diid.in.— I'ldjoct  a  Viiyane  ti)  the  Islo  (if  rrancc— 
Difealcil.— lUni'^sat  I'xotiT.— lU'c-ovcr.— (in  tn  Ilnllaml. 

— Laik'  a  Sin]i  fur  Ni'tt'  Vdrli 'laki'  i.har);.'<jf  Dcsiialtlics 

fur  tlio  I  iiiteil  States  —.Arrival  at  Haltiiiicirc. 
TiiK  Icinj^-Cdiitiiiiu'il  course  <i('  sjioliatioii  by 
lU'idsli  cruisi  r«,  (ii\  tlic  ilctViicclcss  c'omniori'o  of 
the  I'liitoil  States,  liail,  :it  |fii|,'tli,  roused  tlie  iu- 
(lii;iiati()u  of  tlie  people  to  such  a  cletjree,  tliat  tliey 
;  viewed  war  as  a  less  evil  than  its  ionu'er  enJur- 
I  ance  ;  when  the  insult  to  the  national  llafi,  in  the 
;  attack  on  tlu'friL;aie  Clav^apeake,  si'enied  to  render 
I  such  an  event  inevitable.  The  Huiliary;o,  which 
was  the  iniinediate  consei|uence,  was  viewed  as  a 
measure  of  prudenee  and  sound  policy.  Those  of 
our  merchants  who  were  about  eniraiiini;  in 
I'oreijiii  voya;,a's,  abandoned  their  plans  ;  those  who 
had  sup|ilies  of  foreign  merchandise  in  store,  were 
inukinu'  calculations  on  an  advanced  price  ;  and 
those  who  had  jiroperty  aliroad  were  usin;,'  their 
utmost  exertions  to  t;i  t  it  home.  To  aid  in  pro- 
moting; tlio  views  of  the  latter  class,  special  per- 
missions were  uranted  by  our  «_iovernment,  for 
vessels  to  jiroceed  in  ballast,  in  various  directions. 
The  peculiar  state  of  the  times  havini;  prevented 
my  en;;a;;inij;  in  any  interjirise  on  my  own  ac- 
count, I  uecepied  the  jiroposal  of  some  merchants 
of  Salem,  to  go  in  puisuit  of  a  vessel  of  theirs  to 
the  coast  of  Africa.  The  latest  accounts  from 
this  vessel  were,  that  after  havinj.'  succeeded  in 
collecting  a  rich  cargo,  the  captain  had  died,  and 
that  the  mali>  continued  on  the  coast,  to  dispose 
of  some  ]i(irtion  (d'  the  outward  cargo,  wiiicli  yet 
remained  unsold. 

.\ccordiugly,  the  brig  Star  being  prepared  for 
the  )nirpose,  and  pro\  ided  with  the  rei|ni>-ite  ]ier- 
mission  from  i  lovernment,  I  sailed  from  Boston  lor 
the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  month  of  April  I.'IOS. 
Our  accommodations  beinir  spacious  and  airy,  and 
the  voyage  to  lie  perl'oriueil  in  the  sumnnr  mnnth-, 
I  was  induced,  no  less  for  our  u\utual  gratification 
than  for  the  jiromotion  of  his  health,  to  invite  my 
father-in  law,  the  veiu'rable  e\  collector  of  the 
port  of  .Salem,  to  accompany  me. 

Our  ]iassage  out   was  pleasant  and  expeditious, 
arriving  idf  the  river  of  .Senegal  on  the  twenty- 
seventh    day   alter    leaving    lioston.       The  wind, 
which  had  blown  striing  the  day  Ik  lore  our  arrival, 
Imd  not  subsided  wiien  olf  the  town;  and  the  surf 
beat  HO   lieavily  on  the  beach  as  to   iireveiit  any 
communication.      \Ve    stood  oH'  and   on   all   ihy, 
as  near  the  shore  as  was  [irudeiit,  in  the  hope  that 
some  canoe  would  succied  in  making  way  llirongh 
the  surf,  and  come  olf  to  us  ;  iiut,al  I'ae'ii  af.empt 
they  niudo,  and  we  saw  them   make  several,  their 
canoes  were  upset,     .\t  length,  we  perclved  them 
to  be  leaving  the  beach,  apparently  abandoning 
the  design.     .\s   I  had   no  expectation   of  linding 
the  vessel  at  this  place,  and  Imped  or'  .  to  obtain 
iulornuitioii  of  her,  1  diil  not  coiisiilei'  this  objcei 
sutHeient  to  justify  the   loss  of  anoiher  da\,  and 
I   L'onseiiueutly,at  dark,  bm-e  away  to  the  southward. 
Arriving  at   tin'  Island   of  (ioree  tln^  following 
day,  we  then:  useertaiui  d  that  the  vessel  id'  which 
I   we  were  in  |iursuit  was  to  tiie  leewanl,  tnost  pio- 
I    bably   at    the    isles   de    I, oh.       Having  remairud 
j  twenty-biur  hours  at  (joree  and  obtained  a  supply  td' 


water  and  refreshments,  we  sailed  for  the  Isles  de 
Los,  where  we  arrived  without  accident.  But  tlio 
vess(d  sought  was  not  there,  having  left  sonic 
wetdis  previous  for  Sierra  Leone.  When  on  tlie 
jioint  of  sailing  for  .Sierra  Leone,  an  arrival 
directly  from  thence  reported  the  vesiiel  in  (piis- 
tion  to  have  sailed  tlu'  day  before  my  inforniam 
for  (ioree.  As  the  information  ajipeared  to  In. 
such  as  could  be  relied  on,  it  was  obvious  that  a 
return  toUiu'eewas  the  most  judicious  course.  In 
conformity  with  tlii^  decision,  we  put  to  sea,  after 
having  Jiassed  forty-t'ight  hours  at  the  Isles  clr 
Los;  anil  on  arriving  at  (Joree  found  ourselves  in 
advance  of  the  vesscd.  The  second  day,  however, 
after  our  arrival,  slie  came  in  and  anchoreil 
near  lis. 

On  going  on  board,  ami  presenting  to  the 
master  the  letter  from  the  owners,  desiring  him 
t<i  deliver  to  me  his  cargo,  and  to  take  my  instruc- 
tiiHis  where  to  go  to  lade  with  a  cargo  v(  .salt  for 
the  United  .States,  he  diri^'tly  comidied,  and  began 
the  requisite  preparation  for  shifting  the  caii;'i 
from  one  vessel  to  the  other.  The  cargo,  whieli 
consisted  of  ivory,  wax,  gold  dust,  and  hides,  wa-- 
of  great  value,  and  wciuld  well  justify  the  ad  li- 
tional  exiiense  incurred   to  insure  its  safety. 

While  engaged  in  trans-shipping  the  cargo  iiitn 
my  vessel,  an  Mnglish  brig-cd-war  arrived  ;  llie 
captain  of  which,  on  ascertaining  the  olijecl  of 
my  viivagi",  and  probably  suspecting  that  I  pos- 
sessed informaliim  rcdative  to  the  critical  state  of 
atl'airs  between  Lngland  and  the  United  States 
of  which  he  was  ignorant,  concluded  to  take 
charge  id'  my  vessel,  in  the  belief  that  such  inlor- 
mation  might  soon  arrive  as  would  make  her  a 
lawful  ]irize,  W  ith  this  view,  he  put  a  inid- 
sliipman  on  botird,  witii  directions  not  to  put  any 
obstacle  ill  the  way  of  our  shilting  the  cargo 
troin  one  vessel  to  the  other,  or  taking  on  board 
that  portion  of  the  cargo,  yet  on  shore,  which 
had  been  prepared  against  the  return  of  the 
vi'ssel.  When  these  labcuirs  were  accomplished, 
our  water-casks  lilled,  and  everything  made 
ready  for  sea,  llnre  had  been  no  arrival  ;  con- 
se((Ui'iitly,  no  information  by  which  the  ca]itain 
coiilil  be  goveriieil  in  detaining  us.  I  then  wrote 
him  a  note,  inlorniing  him,  that  I  was  ready  for 
si'a,  iind,  as  there  existed  no  cause  to  justify  our 
detention,  I  hoped  he  would  withdraw  the  ollicer 

he  had   put  on   board,  anil  allow  me  to   pi eed  ; 

otherwise,  I  should  feed  it  to  lie  my  duty  to 
aliamlon  the  properly,  and  take  )iassage  in  a 
vessel  then  about  sailing  for  Kngland,  to  obtain 
redress,  A  few  hours  after  the  receipt  of  my 
letter,  he  sent  me  a  verbal  message  that  1  might 
proceed,  and  at  the  sauii'  time  took  awa\  the 
midshipman.  No  other  obslaide  occurring  to 
prevent  onr  dejiartiire,  we  saileil  on  our  return  ; 
our  associate  left  at  the  same  time  for  the  river 
liamliia  to  lade  with  salt  for  home. 

(ioree  is  an  island  of  very  small  extent,  and  in 
itself  is  destitute  of  all  resources  ;  but  its  I'ori.ia- 
lion  makes  it  easily  defensible  against  any  force 
which  the  neighbouring  natioim  are  ca|iaiili'  (d 
bringing  to  atiaek  it.  Its  coiiliguily  to  the  cuii- 
lineiit  renders  it  a  favourable  plai-e  for  the  estab- 
lishnieiit  of  Luropean  trading  factories,  of  wliirh 
there  are  he\eral.  To  these  hietories  the  negroes 
of  the  continent  are  in  tlie  liabit  id'  bringing  the 
produce  of  the  country,  uuiisiNting  of  wax,  ivory. 
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rrcdd  dust,  hides,  &c.,  which  they  harter  for  Euro- 
jieaii  mauufaetures  and  trinkets.  Whilst  the 
island  was  in  jiossessioii  of  the  French,  from 
whom  it  had  been  taken,  not  many  years  -since, 
tlie  traffic  ill  slaves  was  pursui'il  to  a  fjreat  extent. 
The  aiiiiihilation  of  this  traffic,  on  the  En;,'lisli 
Incoming  masters  of  the  i-laiid,  caused  great 
iliscouteiit  ainoiij;  the  iiei;.;hlioiiriiif{  chiefs,  who 
were  tliereliy  cut  (df  from  the  )irinci[)al  source  of 
their  revenue,  and  hence  were  greatly  dissatisfied 
with  the  change. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeini;,  at  a  merchant's 
lioiise,  three  of  those  princes,  who  had  come  to 
the  islanil  in  the  hope,  either  liy  persuasion  or 
threats,  to  do  away  the  ]irohiliition,  or  to  induce 
a  eonnivance  at  it  ;  or  to  dis])ose  of  slaves,  to  he 
delivered  at  one  of  their  ow  n  ports.  They  wert! 
all  fine-looking  men,  not  less  than  six  I'eet  high, 
and  well  proiuirtioiied.  Their  co^Uuine  was  in 
i,arl)arie  style,  tawdry  and  showy  ;  and  they  were 
deeorati'd  with  hraclets  and  otiier  ornanieiits  of 
',;.ild,  peculiar  to  a  savage  pi'oide.  Their  side- 
arms  were  also  much  ornamented,  and  were  pro- 
lialdy  very  costly.  When  conversing  with  the 
nu  reliant,  on  the  sulijeet  which  so  much  inter- 
r--ted  them,  and  with  whom  iii  liy-goiie  years  they 
had  done  an  extensive  hiisiiiess,  they  were  very 
larnest  and  aiiimateil.  Tli.  ir  unvarying  theme 
was  the  interdiction  of  trading  in  slaves,  which, 
they  alleged,  mi  the  score  of  humanity,  should 
he  (lone  away  with,  as,  otherwise,  their  only  nmde 
of  proceeding  with  |)i'isoiiers  of  war  would  he  to 
]i:it  lliein  to  death,  wliieh  they  seemed  to  have  no 
iiesitation  in  saying  w<inld  he  the  eonseipience. 
They  were  aware  that  the  autlnuities  charged 
with  the  government  of  the  island  had  no  ]iowir 
to  alter  the  existing  state  of  things,  much  less  the 
inii'cliant,  with  whom  they  were  cmiversiiig  ;  hut 
as  they  had  nnule  similar  oliservations  to  iheCoin- 
niandaiit  of  the  place,  they  may  have  entertained 
the  hope,  that  some  representation  might  he  made 
to  the  superior  govirnment,  which  would  induce 
it  to  relax  the  severity  of  the  law  against  the 
traiiic  in  slaves.  The'  threat  of  destroying  the 
prisoners  taken  itt  war,  unless  they  could  he  sold 
as  slaves,  is  an  iirgunieiit  which  has  hetn  used 
liy  the  advocates  of  till'  slave-trade,  hoth  white 
and  Idack,  throuLdioiit  the  whole  extent  of  the 
sl.ive  coast.  lilU.  the  ahettors  of  this  most  ill- 
laiiioiis  traflie  are  as  widl  awari'  as  their  oppmieiits, 
iliat  the  wars  of  .Vfriea  are,  for  Mie  most  part, 
\\  iged  for  the  piir|iose  of  (ditaining  prisoners  to 
li.'  '^idd  to  the  slave-dealers  ;  and  that  when  these 
are  previ'iited  pursuing  their  traflie,  tlie  princiiial 
cause  of  those  wars,  which  have  heeii  pro- 
dnetive  of  so  great  an  amount  of  misery,  and 
which  have  depo|)iilated  vast  regions  id'  country, 
will  cease. 

Having  sailed  from  (itu-ee  immediately  on  lieiiig 
n  leased   from   the  detention   caused    liy   lii.s  .Ma 
i 

passage  proved  uneommonly  pleasant  ami  I'iijiid 
and  our  invalid,  no  Imigei'  such,  had  derived  nil 
the  heiitlit  from  the  voyage  whieli  had  lieeii  aliti- 
eipal'd.  During  the  passage  the  winds  were  so 
s|c  adv  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  id'  reefing  a 
topsail,  or  even  taking  in  a  lop-gallant  sail  ;  and 
Nve  arrived  lit  Siilem  on  the  7lli  .Inly,  ISdS, 
ha\iiig  Im  ,11  nhseiit   only   iiinely-two   days,    and 
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je-tv's  hrig,   we  proceeded   with  a  line  wind  iiud 
li  llghtliil    weather  h>r   the    United   Slates.     The 


having  acconi]dislied  the  object  of  the  voyage  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  interested  in  it. 

I  had  been  flattering  myself,  that  by  the  time  I 
should  return  from  Africa,  something  of  a  deci- 
sive character  would  liave  taken  place  in  relation 
to  our  allairs  with  (ireat  Britain  ;  either  a  ces-^^a- 
lion  of  the  vi(datioii  of  the  rights  of  neutrals, 
and  the  consei|iieiit  raising  the  Embargo,  or  the 
only  honoiirahle  alternative,  war.  I  perceived, 
however,  on  landing,  that  neither  of  these  events 
had  occurred.  The  total  suspension  of  all  busi- 
ness :it  the  wharvi'S,  and  the  gloomy  countenances 
of  those  who  were  unaccustomed  to  idleness,  were 
but  too  convincing,  that  affairs  had  not  (dianged 
hir  the  hett  'r  during  my  absence.  The  ordinary 
bustle  of  business,  and  its  cheerfulness,  had  given 
jdaeo  to  a  ]iaralysing  inactivity,  and  a  sombre 
foreboding,  that  a  calamity,  perhaps  greater  than 
that  inti'iided  to  he  averted,  might  result  from 
]iersisting  in  measures  which  were  jiroducing 
such  distress  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  maritime 
]iart  of  the  cor.muiiity. 

Satisfied  that  neither  of  the  alternatives,  war  .ir 
a  ces.sation  of  the  Embargo,  was  likely  soon  to 
occur,  and  possessing  neither  means  to  justify,  nor 
disposition  to  submit  to  inactivity,  I  determined 
to  procei-d  to  England  :  and,  without  any  definite 
object,  to  place  iiiys(  If  in  the  current  of  business, 
and  take  my  chance  for  a  favourable  result. 

With  Miis  view,  being  jirovided,  by  a  kind 
friend,  wiili  a  credit  on  London,  and  acconijianied 
by  two  comiianions,  whose  object  was  similar  to 
mine,  1  took  passage  about  the  middli'  of  .August, 
I80S,  for  Halifax.  (twiiig  to  adverse  winds,  our 
jiassage  was  tedious  ;  and  we  failed  to  ri'ach  there 
in  liiii(>  for  the  I'almoiith  jiackct.  More  than  a. 
fortnight  elapsed  behire  there  was  another  ojipor- 
tuiiity  fiir  lairope  ;  and,  during  this  ]ierio(l,  wo 
had  abundant  leisure  for  becoming  aci|uainted 
with  the  localities  of  the  jilace  and  its  inhabitants. 
Any  drscri|ition  of  the  former  would  bo  super- 
lliKius  ;  iiiid  1  will  only  remark  of  the  latter, 
generally,  that  every  o|iportunity  which  I  had  of 
conversing  with  iiitt  lligiiit  people  led  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  rancoiMUs  hatre(l  of  the  ]>artisaii 
loyalists  existed,  in  full  vigour,  in  their  descend- 
ants, nndiminisiied  by  tlie  lapse  td'  time,  or  tlio 
usually  amelioratinir  iidhieiiee  of  commercial  in- 
tercourse. The  existing  state  of  the  politii-al  rehi- 
ti(nis  of  tlu!  two  eouiitries  may  h;ive  opi  I'ateil  to 
produce  a  inanihstation  of  hostile  feeding,  which 
Would  prolialdy  have  been  .suppressed  in  less  ex- 
citing limes.  Ilul  it  was  no  place  for  n  citizen  of 
the  riiited  Stat<s  to  pass  his  time  in  agreeably. 

An  opportunity  presenting  itself  by  a  hrig 
ho  ,nd  hir  Scotland,  we  left  llalihix  on  the  lOtli 
o'  September,  and  arri\-ed  at  Loidirvan.  hi  the 
Clyde, on  the  -Itli  of  tictober,  having  made  our 
p.issage  ill  stifety,  although  the  daily  im  brialion  f 
t  le  captain  and  mate  caused  iis  to  fear  a  dill'eient 
result,  Indei'd,  we  had  abundant  leasoii  to  exult 
ill  our  good  fortune  in  arriving  at  the  time  we 
did  ;  iis,  only  a  few  dtiys  afterwards,  occurred  the 
e(|iiiiioctial  gale,  which  was  uiK'ommoiily  severe, 
causing  such  a  number  of  sliipwre(d<s,  and  such 
loss  of  lives,  on  till- coasts  (d'  Eiiglaiul  and  l'raiic(<, 
as  had  not  occurred  in  aiiv  gale  for  a  long  i>eriod. 
We  took  the  easy  and  independent  cmiveyanee  of 
a  post-cliaisi'  for'  London,  ii  distance  of  iihoiit  four 
luindrc  I  inihs  ;  and,  lea\  iiig  L<  eliryan  on  (lie  day 
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of  our  arriviil,  were  conveyed  to  our  (lestiiiation 
ill  fiiiivdavs,  with  a  ilcsrcc  of  eoinfort  aiuU-iU  rity 
sueli  as  [nviliatily  eouM  nnt  lie  I'xiiericiif.d  at  tlio 
tinio  ill  aii.v  oiIkt  coiiiili'v  in  the  world. 

'I'liriiuirliiiut  tlie  wliiilo  ili^taiifr,  our  way  lay 
tliri)iii,'li  rieli  tracts  of  liiL;lily-i'ultivatod  lands, 
iMt('rrii]iti>d.  at  iiit.rval-i,  liy  mat  viiia'^cs,  and 
L'liiirciii's  of  vciuM'alik'  asjioct.  Oci'asionally,  aa 
we  had  a  liird's-cw"  \  ii'W  from  soino  hill,  tlio  divi- 
siuii.s  firmed  hy  ilu-  iii'at'y-triuinu'd  lRd;;;c's,  the 
luxuriant  IVrtility  of  the  inclosun  s,  an  occasional 
clump  of  trees,  and  the  rich  verdure,  as  I'ar  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  L;a\e  to  the  whole  tlieaii]iearaiice 
of  an  immense  and  heantil'ul  garden.  'I'liero  was 
iiothiiiL,'  reir.arliahle  in  the  villa^jcs  lhroui;li  which 
we  passed,  e\ce|itin,L;  in  one,  where  I  noticed  an 
advertisement  over  the  door  of  a  Iiouse,  statin;.,', 
that  it  was  the  lusincss  of  tiie  occupant  to  show 
stran2;cr.s  the  iuui.-e  in  which  Sir  l.-aae  Xewton 
was  horn.  Of  the  l,'iri.;e  towns  in  our  route  were 
Dumfries,  Carlisle,  rcMirith,  Niwark,  i"v.c.  The 
latter  ciuitains  a  line  (lothic  cathedi'al  ;  a  door  of 
which  heiiii4  oi)eii,  we  elitered,  I'cir  a  lew  niimitc.-', 
while  our  horses  Avcre  chani^iiijL;,  and  heard  a 
lieautiful  chant  hy  some  young  performers,  accom- 
panied by  a  tine  origan. 

Arriving;  at  Li  ndoii,  my  lirst  "hiect  was  to  as- 
certain the  result  of  the  apjieal  ill  the  ease  id'  the 
Teleinaco.  It  ap]ieared.  that  tlu'  aueiit  fif  the  cap- 
tors had  i)r(i|Hjsed  to  coni|irinnise,  hy  r<>turniiii,' 
one  fourth  the  amounl  of  the  prucecils,  on  condi- 
tion of  relimpiishini;'  the  prosecution  of  the  a]ipeal. 
'fhis  ]irnpo^iti(jii,  after  a  consultation  with  that 
emineni  Jurist,  Dr.  Lawrence,  was  acci-ded  to,  by 
his  advice  ;  and  I  accordiiiLcly  received  between 
tlire(>  and  four  thousand  dollars,  for  a  property 
\\hicli  cost  forty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  three-fourths,  or  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  therefore,  of  my  )iroperty,  divided  anion;;; 
the  ll'-ot,  uoulil  give  to  the  Admiral  a  sum  so  very 
811. all.  ..s  would  hardly  induce  him,  one  would 
tliiiik,  to  violate  the  ei;;htli   commandment. 

The  ahuiiilance  of  French  wines,  whiidi  had 
h:  en  brought,  in  prizes,  into  I'lymouili,  and  their 
:_-onse<[iient  chea]iiie-^s,  cenvinced  me  of  theudvan- 
tage  which  w<iulil  result  I'rom  a  carKo  ot  them 
taken  to  the  l>le  nf  I'ralice.  While  in  doubt  how 
1  could  ar'-iiiiiplish  this  ohjeet,  I  accidi-ntally  nut 
a  friiud,  who  had  just  arrived  in  a  line  ship,  for 
which  he  had  no  (i.ved  ilestiiiatioii.  'i'his  was  very 
/(  ;ov)/(ov.  (.In  making  known  to  him  my  \  i(  ws,  and 
otterini;  to  take,  on  my  aci'otiiif,  one  third  of  the 
advrtiture,  with  the  charge  of  the  enterprise,  lie 
readily  agree(l  to  it,  provided  that  a  clearance  lor 
that  de-tiiialiou  could  be  obtained  from  the  custom- 
house nt  l,oni|(iii.  Satisfactory  information  having 
been  recei\eil  on  this  p<iiiit,  the  car;;o  wiis  imme- 
diately jiurcliiised.  When  the  .ship  was  nearly 
ready  to  proceed  to  I'lyniouth,  to  take  it  on  bianl, 
some  new  excise  regulation  was  established,  w  liicli 
would  prevent  our  <d)taining  the  reipiisite  clear, 
anei-  ;  and,  as  iusiiralice  could  not  be  elleetej 
without  this  document,  we  were  coiniu  lied,  very 
reluctantly,  to  give  up  the  plan.  This  disappoint- 
nii'iit  was  much  miiii,'ut< .;  by  <,ucli  an  advaiici'  in 
the  valni!  of  the  wine,  tilat,  on  ii  resale,  (be  ])rolit 
1111  my  thiril  part  was  iiio;'e  than  siillicit  hi  lo  de. 
Iray  all  My  i  \|ieiiHcs  in  iiurope,  iiiclinling  up 
wards  of  one  luin<lre(l  pounds  sterling  Im- boaivl, 
nie.lii'ril  atteiidunccv  iVc.  in  a  i>leiirisy,  with  which 


I  was  seized  at  JO.xeter,  when  on  my  way  to  PIv- 
mouth.  This  was  the  first  vi(jleiit  illness  1  ]i;'ul 
ever  exiierienced  ;  and,  for  several  day.s,  tiie  jiliy- 
sician  had  such  doubts  of  my  recovery,  that  he 
considered  it  iieces.sary  to  apprise  my  friends  In 
Liiiidoii  of  my  ilangirous  sitn.-ition.  To  their 
kindness,  ill  sending  a  skilful  and  ctlicielit  ])ers(iii 
to  take  care  id'  me,  I  consider  myself  indebted  ior 
my  recovery. 

About  the  middle  of  March  1  hail  recovered  so 
far  as  to  b'-  able  to  go  to  l.diidon  by  easy  sta^'es, 
and  found  myself  much  benetited  by  the  junriieN. 
But  l.'etweeii  two  and  three  months  were  rei|inre(| 
to  recruit  my  strength  snllieii'iitly  lo  attend  auaui 
to  business.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  liavini;  s(j 
far  recovered  as  to  be  ready  for  new  adventures, 
and  perceiving  that  great  )n'otit  would  lie  deriveil 
liy  taking  a  caruo  from  llolland  to  the  Uiiitcd 
.St.ites,  1  determined  on  making  an  ell'ort  to  ac- 
coni]ilish  it.  Iiiit  to  get  to  iioll.iiid,  at  tliis  time, 
was  not  an  easy  matter.  The  rigorous  ineasun  :- 
which  the  (.'ontinenlal  (lowers,  under  the  control 
of  Napoleon,  were  compelled  to  adopt  for  the  in- 
terdiction of  all  intercourse  with  laigland,  ju'e- 
V(  nted  any  chance  of  success  in  attempting  it  ih 
till'  regular  and  ordinary  way;  and  the  danger 
was  preat  in  trying  lo  elude  the  vigilance  of  tin- 
harpies,  who  were  everywhere  on  the  watch  ;  but 
the  oliject  seemed  to  be  worth  some  risk.  Willi 
these  iniprissious,  and  accompanied  by  the  fiieiid 
who  was  associated  with  me  in  the  ]iurcha-e  ul' 
the  wine  at  riymouth,  we  contracted  with  tl;i 
skipper  of  a  Dutch  lif.liing-siiia<di  to  land  us  on 
the  coast  of  Holland.  The  weather  was  very  (in  •, 
and  the  sea  so  smooth,  that  there  was  no  im]i'  '.- 
ment  from  tiie  surf,  to  landing  anywhere  loiig 
the  coast.  Having  approached  the  shore,  and 
watched  for  some  time,  without  heariii);;  any  noise, 
or  seeing  tiny  [latrol,  we  landed  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  having  bi'Cii  instructed  b} 
the  skipper  wliat  course  to  take  for  the  lliill  . 
llach  carrying;  a  little  bundle,  we  made  our  way 
slow  ly  and  cantiiiiisly,  in  the  clirectimi  advisril, 
over  the  uneven  sand  hills,  wiiboiit  road  or  palli. 
iiii<l  in  Constant  apprehension  (d'  being  challeimeii 
by  the  patrol,  uiilil  we  arrived  so  near  the  Itilile, 
as  to  hear  the  clock  s'rike  two,  ami  the  watchnii  ii 
announce  the  hour.  We  then  conceali  d  ourselves 
ill  a  hollow  of  the  taiid,  and  waited  the  apjiroacii 
of  day. 

As  the  dawn  began  to  break,  we  were  starlled 
by  a  trampling  sound  approaching  us;  wlKtlur 
it  was  a  patrol  or  not,  it  was  necessary  to  start 
up  to  avoid  being  trodden  on.  Our  relief  was 
great  on  discovering  that  it  was  only  a  boy  driving 
some  cows  to  jiHsturo,  The  boy  was  griaily 
alarmed  at  the  sight  of  two  men  emerging  frcui 
the  hollow  of  the  sandbank,  nt  such  an  hour  ;  biit 
We  soon  (luieied  liini,  and  obtained  from  him  vei'v 
useful  ilirectious  hir  fuidiii;;  the  tavern.  We  were 
received  particularly  well,  lioili  by  the  laiidlonl 
and  his  wife,  who  were  opposed  to  niensuris  mi 
ruinous  to  their  business,  and,  conseiiuiiitly,  w(  ir 
very  ready  to  aid  siraiigirs  in  any  way.  They 
)irovide'd  fur  ns  a  most  excellent  breakfast,  tin 
relish  for  which  can  be  in'st  imagined  by  tho--e 
who  have  had  a  similar  [ireparation.  U'hen  we 
had  tlnislied  our  repast,  we  i'e|iaired  to  tlie  in'rli' 
si'lnu/l.  or  canal  bont.  to  which  wi'  had  lieeit  di 
reeled  by  the  laiidloril,  aiul  which  waf  ahoiit  leav- 
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in;;  for  tlie  capital.  Wc  went  en  hoard,  among 
the  ni:i!-s  of  passeni^ers,  and  wen;  conducted  with- 
out molestati(jii  to  Amsterdam,  We  immediately 
perceived,  that  the  diif.rencc  In  the  relative  jiricos 
of  the  exports  of  Holland,  there,  and  in  tlu^  United 
States,  was  ij;reat  in  proportion  to  the  emhariass- 
inents  which  had  existeil  in  tliat  commerce  ;  and 
as  the  British  had  given  notice  that  a  Mockade 
would  commeiico  on  the  1st  of  July,  this  ditl'er- 
eiice  w'oiiM  necessarily  ho  increased.  The  induce- 
ment, therefore,  to  get  a  cargo  out  hel'orc  that 
time  was  very  great  ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  un- 
usual exertions  were  made  for  us  hy  an  iiilliKiilial 
niei'cantile  house,  which  were  crowiiid  with  stic- 
fiss.  A  shii>  was  chartered,  loaded, and  despatchei! 
for  New  ^'ork  before  the  blockade  commenced, 
.'she  arrived  tiiere  in  safety,  and  our  anticipations 
were  fully  realised  in  the  result  of  the  adventure. 

Having,  as  I  expected,  nut  my  friend  .Shalt^r  at 
Amsterdam,  I  was  induceil  to  givo  up  taking 
passa'.,'('  in  the  ship  1  Iiad  chartered,  in  order  to 
execute  a  plan  upon  which  we  had  agreed,  and 
which  iiroinised  an  '  iiuiisc  result;  but  this  wi' 
were  afterward  uniortunately  compi  lied  to  aban- 
don, in  conse(|Uence  of  the  combined  obstacles,  in 
addition  to  the  blockade,  of  the  invasion  of  the 
.SclicKlt  by  a  formidable  force  under  Lord  Chat, 
ham,  and  of  a  general  embargo  in  Holland.  This 
seemed  to  close  all  jirospect  of  egress  for  me,  ex- 
cepting by  land,  iind  h'd  me  to  regret  not  having 
availeil  myself  of  the  fine  o]iportunity  1  bad 
possessed  for  returning  home  in  the  slii])  1  iiad 
des]iatched  for  New  \'ork.  I'ortunati'ly  for  me, 
at  this  period,  our  ininistc.'r  to  I'miice,  General 
Armstrong,  w;is  iin  a  visit  to  Holland,  and,  being 
ilesirous  of  sending  despatches  to  the  l.'niteil 
Slates,  obtained  the  reh'aseof  the  ship  .Montezuma 
of  IJallimore,  from  the  ed'ect  of  the  embargo;  and 
she  was  immediately  despatched  for  that  city.  Hi 
this  ship  1  took  [lassage  as  bearer  of  his  Jixcel- 
leiiey's  d^^spatches.  The  ship  Iieing  in  ballast, 
there  existed  no  cause  of  molestiition  from  IJrilish 
cruisers  ;  from  one  of  which,  a  frigate,  we  were 
boarded  soon  after  leaving  the  iiorf.  Aware  that 
an  embargo  existed  in  ilollanil,  the  boardiiiL; 
ollieer  dcsireil  to  be  infornu'd,  wliy  wo  were  re- 
leased from  its  effects  i  The  Captain  replied, 
"  iiy  sjiecial  permission  of  tlovernnient,  granted 
at  the  r<'i|iiest  of  the  .\niericaii  .Minister,  to  take 
despatches  to  the  I'niti'd  Statis,  and,"  pointing  to 
nie,  "  there,  sir,  is  the  bearer  (d'  his  l^xcelleiicy's 
di'siiatcbes."  He  then  desired  me  to  accompany 
the  Captain  of  the  .Monte/.uma,  on  board  tlii^ 
fi'ig.'ite,  and  take  with  me  the  despatches.  T'his  I 
declineil,  He  tlu'ii  iiro|ioMd  Sending  the  de.s- 
palclu  s  by  the  Caiitain.  This  J  refused  to  do  ;  on 
uhicli  he  thriiiteiied  to  use  compulsion.  During 
this  altercation  the  frigate  had  iieared  us,  when 
the  otiicer  hailed  and  informed  the  Ca[itain,  that 
there  was  a  bearer  of  despatches  on  board. 
"  Mring  liini  and  Iii.s  de.'^pufches  on  board,"  was 
111!'  ordi'r.  The  otiicer  replied,"  He  says  he  will 
neither  surrender  his  (h'spatches  nor  leav<'  his 
ship,  except  by  compulsion."    "Then  let  him  stay 

and   be   i\ d,"    was  the  chariicteristic  reply. 

'I'he  ship'a  papers  liaviiig  undergone  the  ordinary 
si'rtitiny,  and  lieiiig  found  to  be  in  order,  wc  were 
peiuiit'ed  to  proi'i'cd  on  our  voyage. 

The  passage  was  long  and  boistermis,  and  1  had 
siill'ered  yreatlv  from  the  ellects  of  a  bilious  fever, 


consequent,  probaVily,  on  too  early  an  exposure 

to   the   damp  atnuisphcre  of   Holland,    after  my 

i  severe  pleurisy  in  l^ngland.     We  arrived  at  lial- 

I  fimore  on  the  ;id  of  No\ ember,  and,  as  I  was  too 

1  leeble    to    proceed  to   Washington  witil  the  des- 

I  patches,   1   <lelivered  them  to  the  collector  of  the 

]  customs  to  forward.     After  slaying  ii  day  or  two 

at    lialtimori!    to    recruit,    1    proccedeil,   by   ciisy 

stages,  to   my  long-desired  home,  at    Lancaster, 

i"\lassacluiseits,  anil    arrived    there  on   the   I2tli, 

greatly  emaciated  and  in  feeble  health. 


CHArTEH  XX. 

Necessity  fc.r  seeking  a  niiUk'r  C'liniatc— Siiil  fei- N'aplos. 
— Arvival  there. — ('ontise;i»'.iii. —  Homo  vinilcd. — Sliip 
iMai'Kiiri't. — IJi  fiiseil  ii  i'ahsifro  in  licr. — fisaiipniiitinont. 
— lUr  I.Dss. — liny  tl'o  Nancy  .\nn. — Sail  witli  a  Licenco. 
—  liuanloil  Iiy  an  l!nf;li.-h  liriK  nf  War. — Wratli  of  tlio 
Caiit.'iin. — .\nivi.'  lit  I.i^bun.— Sell  my  Wine  tliorc. — 
Kniliai'f,'". — liaised  on  tliu  Itetroat  el'  .Ma.swna. — S:iil  foi' 
l'.n(iian'l. — Ari-ive  at  I'lyniiuitli. — .Xarruw  Kscapo  fruin 
f-liiliwrcck— staiidgatc  Crock. — Anivu  at  London.— Ter- 
niinatiiin  cif  my  Cliarge. 

Fiftf.i:n  months  had  elapsed  between  my  leav- 
ing lioston  for  Halifax  and  my  arrival  at  Halti- 
moi'e.  lluring  tliat  time,  althouijh  my  efforts  in 
bt;siness  had  beiu  impeded  by  sickness,  I  had, 
neverttieless,  cause  to  be  .satisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress 1  hi  .'  made  towards  retrieving  my  affairs. 
But  my  constitution  had  received  ;i  shock  which 
it  would  rci|uire  time  iind  care  to  rt'cover  ;  nor 
was  it  di'emed  prudent,  that  I  shmdd  risk  the 
eifect  of  our  rigorous  climate,  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  but  seek  a  more  genial  mie  in  the  S(nith. 
As  my  linances  were  at  too  low  an  ebb  to  do  this 
without  combining  some  business,  that  would  offer 
a  pros]>ect  of,  at  least,  defrayini:  ray  expenses,  it 
«as  desirable  to  adopt  some  plan  whicit  would 
uiiile  the  two  olijects. 

A  dejiarture  from  the  rigour  of  the  Continental 
.System  was  l)egiiitiing  to  be  manifested.  Tha 
King  of  Xajiles  had  opeiii'd  his  portt-  to  neutral 
commerce,  and  with  such  appearance  of  good 
faith,  that  insurance  on  adventures  there  could  be 
ctlecti'd  at  a  reasonable  premium.  A  voyage  to 
Naiiles  was  therefore  decided  on  ;  ami,  for  this 
piirpiise,  in  conipaii)  with  a  friend,  I  ]iurchased 
the  clipjur  built  schooner  .NLiria,  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  tons,  and  took  on  board  a  valuable 
cargo  (d'  various  kinds  of  merchandise,  belonging 
to  merchants  of  Boston,  on  condition  of  receiving 
half  the  profits  in  lieu  of  freight. 

On  the  .'ill  of  December,  IHOO,  only  one  month 
from  the  day  of  my  arrival  at  naltimore,  1  again 
left  my  family  and  sailed  from  Hoston,  in  the 
Maria,'  for  Naples.  \\\'  arrived  there  in  safety, 
after  a  very  pleasant  passage,  and,  as  usual  in  the 
.Mediterranean  ports,  wen-  immediately  sidijected 
to  ciiiaranline.  'i'he  information  1  received  fiom 
the  nu'rchant  to  whom  1  had  letters  was  very 
gratifying  and  satisfactory.  It  appeared  from 
this,  that  there  was  no  article,  of  u  liicli  our  cary;o 
was  composed,  thtit  wniild  not  yield  a  profit  of  an 
hundred  p<'r  cent,,  and  some  nun  h  more.  The 
prospect,  therifore,  of  making  a  brilliant  voyage 
Wits  very  great,  notwithstanding  our  numerous 
comiK'tilors  :  for  there  iiad  now  arrived,  w  ithin  a 
period  of  thirty  days,   between  thirty  and  forty 
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vessels  from  tlio  United  States,  alluwd,  like  our- 
selves, bv  the  Hatteriiig  ]m)speot  presented  on 
first  opening;  the  port,  which  had  been  so  long 
olosi>d  to  neutrals. 

Willie  feeling  ourselves  in  perfect  security,  and 
maUing  those  calculations  on  a  great  result  which 
tlie  direct  and  well-founded  iidbrniation  we  had 
received  warranted,  and  when  only  about  tivo 
thirds  of  our  term  of  <(uarantine  had  expired,  we 
had  notice  of  there  being  rumours  in  the  city,  that 
all  tlie  neutral  jiroperty  in  port  wcuiid  be  confis- 
cated. These  rumours  were  soon  after  foilowi'd 
by  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  cargoes  of  those 
vessels  whose  term  of  (piarantine  had  exjiired. 
Cajitures,  confiscations,  and  burnings  at  sea,  had 
all  been  experienced,  by  my  countrymen,  by  the 
order  of  Napol(>on,  or  of  some  of  his  satellites. 
But  to  invite  neutrals  into  jiort,  witli  the  assurance 
of  protection,  and  then  strip  them  of  all  their  jiro- 
perty,  is  a  refinement  in  villany,  in  meanness,  in 
baseness,  in  treachery,  worthy  only  of  the  barbar- 
ous a^'es,  and  of  wliicli  the  civilised  world  att'ords 
no  parallel.  There  could  exist  no  doubt,  that  my 
vessel  and  ciirgo  were  destineil  to  share  the  fate 
of  those  mentioned,  at  the  expiration  ol  the  (|ua- 
rantine;  yet  they  neither  md)eut  the  sa'ls,  unhung 
the  rudder,  nor  took  any  other  precau'.ion  to  pi'e- 
vent  an  escape  than  to  place  a  gun-boat  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  As  we  lay  i'l  the  outer 
tier  of  vessels,  in  a  very  faviMiriible  siiuation  for 
going  out,  I  siiould  not  have  hisitated  m:,kiiig  the 
attempt  but  from  the  conviction,  that,  in  case  of 
failure,  the  insurance  would  be  vitiated.  The 
chance  was  as  four  to  one  in  getting  cleai ;  yet, 
from  the  consideration  above  lueatioued,  1,  with 
reluctance,  gave  it  up. 

The  government  was  so  pressed  for  money,  in 
order,  as  was  generally  supposed,  to  defray  the 
ex\ienses  of  a  ))roiected  cxju'dition  to  Calabria, 
that,  in  several  instances,  they  did  not  wait  for 
the  regular  expiration  of  the  i|uarantine,  but,  ecm- 
trary  to  all  former  (>xain]ile  or  ))recedent,  made 
the  ]n'essuro  of  cireumstaiu'i\s  an  excuse  tor  dis- 
rei;ai'ding  a  law,  the  violatitm  of  which  would  be 
death  to  an  individual.  They  took  out  the  car- 
goes, and,  without  even  any  semblance  of  the  for- 
mality of  trial,  sold  them,  together  with  the  vessel, 
in  the  most  hurried  manner,  and  for  ]>ronipt  jiay- 
ment.  In  this  unceremonious  manner  my  vessel 
and  cargo  were  taken  from  me,  and  not  even  a 
receipt  given  for  them. 

The  difi'crence  to  the  sufferer,  between  this 
mode  of  (UMcecMling  and  that  of  a  Hrilish  West 
Iniliii  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  is  as  greatly  in  favour 
of  the  first,  as  candour  is  preferable  to  cunning — 
as  a  liold  thief  to  a  treacherous  one.  In  the  first 
case,  there  is  no  ]irostilution  of  common  sense 
and  common  honesty,  in  seeking  for  a  cause  of 
confiscation,  when  already  (Utermiiied  on,  anil, 
conseipieiitly,  no  expenditure  of  time  or  minwy 
rei|nisite,  to  secure  the  recoM'ry  of  the  insurance. 
In  the  second,  theri'  is  a  hy|iocritieal  iiretence  of 
S(  eking  for  justice,  by  the  observance  of  the  for- 
nuility  of  trial,  where,  in  nine  instances  out  <if  ten, 
the  case  is  prejnilged,  and  where  the  unfortunate 
snll'erer  is  stripped  of  his  last  farthing,  by  the  insa- 
tiable c\ipidity  of  the  rogues  iind  harpies  attached 
to  the  Vice-Adnnralfy  Court,  but  to  which  he  is 
com|iel|ed  to  submit,  or  incur  the  risk  of  losing 
the  insurance. 


In  this  abominable  transaction,  there  is  no 
doubt  the  great  mover  was  Napoleon,  whose  man- 
date .Mnrat  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  disobey, 
jprel'errini;  the  dishonour  and  infamy  of  such 
treachery,  such  violation  of  good  faith,  to  the 
momentary  resentment  of  the  i;m|ieror.  There 
were,  at  .Naples,  a  great  mimber  of  ]ieople,  who 
were  desinms  <d'  possessing  many  articles  of  the 
various  cargoes,  but  who  were deteired  from  ]uir- 
chasiu'.',  at  the  ;,'overinuent  .sales,  fr. >m  conscien- 
tious scruples,  being  convinced  that"  the  receiver 
is  ;is  ixoilty  as  the  thief." 

Having  now  no  other  care  of  ])roperty  than  to 
|irovide  for  my  personal  expenses,  ;ind  finding  no 
iinme<liate  opportunity  for  the  I'liited  States,  1 
euiployeil  my  tinu'  in  visiting  the  numerous  objects 
(A  interest  within  a  few  miles'  circuit  of  this 
ancient  city  ;  I'ompeii,  llerculaneuni,  Caserta, 
l!ai;e,  I'nzzuoli,  Averno,  Vesuvius,  iS:c.  I  tin  ii 
went  to  Itonie,  where  I  jiassed  several  weeks,  and 
had  an  op|iortnnity  of  seeing  all  the  great  objects 
of  attraction,  which  have  been  eeh'brated  for  so 
many  centuries,  contained  within  the  walls  of  the 
Internal  City  ;  and  also  of  visiting  Tivoli,  rrrseati, 
iS-C.  All  of  which  ]ilaces  and  i>bjects  have  been 
so  repeatedly  and  well  described,  by  jirofessed 
authors  and  literary  nu'U  of  Iiotli  hemispheres,  tluit 
any  exti-nded  ai \int  here  would  be  superfluous. 

On  my  return  to  Nai)les,  I  fouml  that  some 
arrangenuint  with  the  government  had  been  made 
by  Ca]itain  I'airfield,  of  the  ship  Mai'garet  of 
Salem,  by  whiell  that  vessel  would  be  perniilleil 
to  proceed  to  the  Cnited  States  as  a  cartel  ;  and  1 
was  rejoiced  at  the  prosjiect  of  so  "ine  and  ready 
an  o|iportunily  of  retiu'iiing  home.  Having  chari,'e 
of  a  valuable  investment  of  Italian  manufactures, 
I  proposed  to  Captain  Fairfield  to  i)ay  him  an  un- 
usually  high  freight  for  them  ;  but  from  the  ap- 
prehension, that  their  (piantity  would  |irejudice 
the  sale  of  his  own  investment  more  than  would 
be  balanced  by  any  amount  of  freight  tll:.t  I  could 
afford  to  ]iay,  he  |iositively  declined.  My  disjip- 
|iointnient  was  very  great  ;  for,  if  I  missed  tin- 
opportunity,  there  was  no  ci'rtaii.ty  of  any  otln  r 
lor  a  long  period  ;  yet,  iiavin^r  taken  charge  of  the 
properly  in  (|nestion,  it  wonhl  have  been  a  breaeli 
of  trust  to  go  willouit  it.  Those  who  rememlier 
the  meliuicholy  fate  of  that  ship,  will  perceive  the 
provichnti.'il  escape  that  I  experienced.  She  wiis 
njiset  at  sea.  \  jiarl  of  the  men  and  passengers 
were  saved  in  the  boat,  after  great  suH'ering  ;  a 
part  perished  on  the  wreck,  and  a  few  weie 
rescued  from  it  when  near  expiring. 

That  I  mif;ht  not  !»•  entire'y  destitute  of  a  re- 
source for  getting  away,  I  had  taken  the  jirecau- 
tion  to  write  to  Loinlon  for  a  Mritiwii  licence,  to 
lade  a  vessel  here  for  that  place.  This  had 
arrived  a  few  dnys  after  my  failure  of  success 
with  Cajitain  I'airfield  ;  and,  be  ini;  jirovided  willi 
the  re<|liisite  ci'edit  to  enable  me  to  use  the  licence 
to  advantage,  I  juirchased  the  brig  Nancy  Ann 
(oiu^  of  the  condennied  American  vessels),  and 
loaded  her  with  a  cargo  of  wine,  raw  silk,  licpicuice. 
rays,  ^c.  for  London.  The  nun  whom  1  eni- 
]doyed  in  navigating  this  vessel  were  just  so 
many  saved  Irom  the  sutl'erings  caused  by  the  lo.'-s 
of  the  .Margaret.  No  olisiacle  having  bec^n  |Mit  in 
the  way  of  the  lailing  and  de|iai'tnre  of  the  Nauc ;\ 
.Ann,  we  sailed  not  many  days  !il'ter  the  Margaict. 
Our  [lassage  down  the  iMediterraneau  was  very 
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i  smooth  and  jileasaiit.     Nothiii";  occurred  to  vary 
,   its  nioiiotoiiy  until   we   aiiprouclied  llie  straits  lif 
'   (iibraltar,  when  early,  on  a  very  fine  iporniiig,  we 
j   observed  a  vessel  to  the  eastward,  under  a  crowd 
;  of  Bail,  aiipareiitly  in  chase  of  us  ;  the  wind  being 
very  light  from  the    eastward.      When    the   hull 
became  visible,  we  perceived  that  a  gun  was  occa- 
sionally tired  ;  but  we  kept  on  our  course  until  the 
'   afternoon,  when   she   had  so  neareil  us,  that  her 
:   shot  fell  within  a  cable's  length  astern.     We  then 
'   rounded  to.     A  boat  was  immediately  sent  to  take 
me  and  my  ]ia|iers  on  board  the  brig-of-war  ;  for 
such  was  the  \essel  which  had  been  idiasiiig  us  so 
long.     When  the  mighty  man  saw  the  documents 
liy  authority  of  which  I  was  screened  from  Kiiglish 
au'ni'ession,  and   which  emanated  from  the  same 
source  as  his  own  coiimiission,  and,  coiisei|uently, 
that  he  could  not  molest  us,  he  cursed  and  swore 
at  a  tremendous  rate,  at  our  having,  as  he  said,  so 
uniiece.ssarily  led  him  .so  far  out  of  his  way.     Tiie 
Americans,  he  observed,  gave  them  more  trouble 
than  all  other   neutrals  comliined  ;  and   for  that 
wliicli  we  had   now  given  him,  he  swon."  In-  would 
send  us  in   to  Gibraltar.      Some  hasty  order  was 
tiieii  given,  [in  paratory  to  the  execution  of  that 
threat.      Hut  when  the  lirst   ebullition  id'  jiassion 
had  |iassed,  and  this  jirobably  occurred  the  sooner 
for  my   making  no  rejily,  a  moment's  reflection 
convinced  him  that,  by  so  doinsi,  he  would  incur 
tile  risk  of  some  ixpeiise  to  himself,  without  a 
chance  of  maidiig  us  a  |irize.     He  therefore,  very 
rtluctaiitly,  dismissed   us  to  pursue   our  col   se, 
while  he  proceeded  in  an  op]iiisito  direction, 

U'lien  otf  the  rock  of  Lislion,  having  the  wind 
ahead,  and  a  pilot  being  near  at  hand,  I  con- 
cluded to  enter  the  Tagus,  and  soon  came  to 
aiudior  near  to  Ueleiii  Castle.  This  was  an  im- 
portant epoch  ill  the  annals  of  liisbon.  The 
r'reiich  army,  under  .Mas«eiia,  were  advancing 
with  a  conlidiiice  inspired  by  the  acknowledged 
talents  and  invariable  success  of  their  eoinmander. 
The  combined  lMlgli.^h  and  i'ortugiiese  army  li;id, 
deservedly,  no  less  confidence  in  the  skill  and 
intrepidity  of  their  commander.  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
leslej,  whose  line  of  defence,  at  Torres  \  edras, 
could  be  forced  only  at  the  imniineiit  risk  of 
deslriictioii  to  the  invading  army,  \\liilo  the 
opposing  armies  remained  in  hosiile  arra\,  the 
iiihabiiaiits  of  Lisbon  were  engaged  in  jireparing 
tiieir  most  valuable  eH'eets,  in  order  to  jiut  them 
on  board  of  the  liritish  ships  of  war  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice;  and  that  no  means  of  saving  their 
]ildperty  minht  be  neglected,  all  eir 'largo  was  laid 
on  all  ves.sels  in  port.  Affairs  remained  in  this 
critical  state  about  ten  days,  when  information 
Was  received  that  Ma.ssena  decdined  lia/arding  an 
as'.ault,  had  abandoned  his  plan,  and  had  begun 
his  retreat.  The  embargo,  in  ciinse(|Uence,  was 
iiiimediately  raised  ;  and  tranquillity  and  jieace 
Were  restored  to  the  inhabitants.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  commissary  of  the  army  had  ap|died  to 
piiiidiase  the  wine  eoni|iosiiig  a  part  of  my  cargo  ; 
and  it  was  disposed  of  to  him  very  advantageously. 
Having  passed  a  fortnight  at  Lisbon,  1  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  convoy  bound  to  liiiglaiiil,  of  about  a 
dozen  sail,  protected  by  a  frigat<'.  Arriving  .sifely 
in  the  I'haniiel,  I  parted  with  them  in  sight  of  the 
IMilystone,  and  went  into  I'lymoiith,  while  they 
pursued  their  course  to  the  eastward.  The  winter 
was  one  of  uncomiiioii  severity  ;  and  tile  frequent 


violent  gales  were  very  destructive  to  the  shipping. 
We  had  lieen  anchored  scarcely  twenty-four  hours 
in  I'lymoiith  roads  before  experiencing  a  gale, 
whii  h  nearly  proved  fatal  to  ship  and  crew.  We 
lost  two  anchors  ;  and,  but  for  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  a  skilful  ]iilot  who  had  remained  on  board 
and  conducted  us  to  an  inner  harbour,  the  voyage 
would  have  ended  disastrously. 

I  had  hoped,  that,  as  res]iccted  myself,  the  voy- 
age would  terminate  here,  and  that  I  .should  be 
relieved  from  further  winter  navigation  in  the 
Channel.  \(,t  so  ;  it  was  necessary  that  the  ves- 
.sel  should  proceed  to  London,  before  which  we 
should  be  obliged  to  jiass  some  days  in  i(naiantiiie 
at  .Standgate  Creek.  It  apiieared  that  neither  our 
having  been  so  long  at  Lisbon,  and  having  venti- 
lated the  ship,  by  discharging  the  bulk  of  the 
cargo,  nor  our  r  ■niaining  any  length  of  time  at 
I'lymoutli,  would  tend  to  diii'iinish  a  day  of  the 
number  prescribed  for  vessels  from  the  Meiliter- 
raneaii.  We  hastened,  tlu'iefore,  to  arrive  there, 
and  succeeded  without  tile  occurrence  of  any  niis- 
lia]).  Ill  this  truly  dreary  place,  in  cold  winter 
weather,  and  without  a  fire  in  the  cabin,  I  was 
compelled  to  ])a.ss  ten  days  of  more  tardy  progress 
than  I  ever  experienced  before.  The  day  of  our 
release  from  this  detestable  place  was  one' of  jubi- 
lee to  all  on  board.  The  vessel  and  cargo  were 
deli\  ered  to  the  agent  at  London,  where  1  remained 
through  the  winter. 


CHAPTER   XXI. 

Iliiy  a  Vessel  anil  f'arK".— Siiil  for  ('(ipenhasen.— Wrcckeil 

(in  .Iiitlaiul.— ;>,ive  tlic  t'aiRo lleiiost  Clianicter  i.f  the 

IVdpk'.— ,\n-!vo  at  (.'iipenliau'cn  — .soiid  an  Agent  to  talio 
eliai-KC  iif  tlie  (.'aiKo.— I'iciicli  I'liviitccr  nt  I'.I-inoiir. — 
fin  til  liiKii  and  liack.— Import  a  Ciiigo  from  Lmiilnii.— 
SiiziMl  at  Cnpeiiliagen — Helea.scil  ton  lato  —  I're^cn  lip. 
—  I'liicocd  to  llaiiibiiiK.— Hiiinbaidliicnt.— Caiiitiilation. 
— (ieiicral  llocriidiiiil'— His  Civility.— Proeecd  to  I'aris. 
—To  Nante.-i— Til  Il<iiileaux.— ICiiiliaik  in  a  Clippei — 
I'a.ss  tliroiigli  an  KiiElisli  I'leit  of  .Mercliantincn,— Tlioir 
]M^lllay.— Often  cliased.  iiarticiilaily  on  our  own  Coatt. 
— (Ireat  biiiieriority  of  S.iiliiif;.- .\rrivo  at  .New  Vork. 

Wiiii.u  waiting  without  employment  at  London, 
in  the  lio]ie  that  some  evoll^  would  occur  in  which 
1  might  e'xert  my  energies,  a  little  vessel  laden 
with  wine  arrived  from  Naples,  to  the  address  of 
my  frieinl.  This  I  could  olitain,  on  terms  wliieli 
were  within  my  compass;  and  knowing  the  demand 
for  such  kind  of  wine  in  Denmark,  1  ]iurcliased 
the  vessel  and  cargo  for  that  destination.  The 
safety  of  the  voyage  depended  on  our  entering 
direct  from  Na]iles  without  having  stojijied  at 
any  intermediate  port  ;  hence  tile  necessity  of 
eiigauing  the  same  master  to  proceed  in  her,  ;ind 
of  avoiding  any  delay  in  tlie  Thames.  Having 
succeeded  in  engiiging  the  master  and  crew,  wlio 
came  from  Naples  in  the  vessel,  to  proceed  in 
her  to  Denmark,  and  erased  from  the  log-book 
the  notice  of  her  having  toiudied  in  Ihigland,  I 
I  uibiirked  as  siijiercargo  from  Naples.  Heiiig  all 
iciidy,  about  the  middle  of  August,  1811,  we  put 
to  sea,  taking  a  good  departure  from  Drfordness 
Lights  on  Thursday  iiigjit.  The  wind  was  from 
the  Westward,  and  blew  a  strong  breeze  during 
the  night  and  following  day.  On  l''riday  and 
Saturday  the  wind  eontiiiucd  favourable.  Towards 
night  tlie  wind  and  sea  increased,  with  very  dark 
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weather  ami  ocea'-idiial  K(iualls.  As  tlic  captain 
siipiioscd  hiiiiscit'  to  lie  lilty  ov  sixty  miles  IVoin 
the  nearest  ianil,  aii.l  as  liie  darliiuss  at  this 
season  histeil  only  seven  honrs,  I  went  to  ixil  witii 
entire  eontideiiee  in  onr  safety,  ami  in  the  hehef 
that  we  sliouid  not  ijet  sij;ht  ol'the  hinil  liet'ore  ei^'lit 
or  ton  o'eioek  next  niorninu;.  Hut  the  event 
showeil  that  onr  eaU'nlalions  were  so  erroneons  as 
to  he  aeeoiniteil  for  only  by  a  stroni;  em'rent.  At 
ilawii,  on  Sunday  niornintj,  I  was  I'oused  from  my 
shnnliers  hy  the  hard  tinnniiing  of  the  vessel,  and 
the  roaring  of  tlie  hivaliers  in  which  we  were 
enveloped.  Tlic  water  was  iiassini;  down  the 
companion-way  in  torrents  ;  and  \\atcliin!;  an 
opportunity,  I  succeeded  in  gettini;  on  ileck, 
thoui;h  not  without  a  complete  dn-neliinL,'.  'I'lu- 
vessel  lay  In-oadsidc  to  the  sen,  which  lu'oke  hii;h 
over  her  ;  she,  however,  having  heilid  in  shoi'c, 
affordeil  us  some  slu'lter.  She  soon  hilged,  and 
h:ivin;j  become  water  logi^ed,  lay  comparatively 
qnit't  ;  and  as  the  tide  snon  fell  so  as  to  leave  her 
drv,  we  all  landed  on  the  Iieach  of  dutland  in 
saiety. 

No  sooner  was  it  dayliglit,  than  the  iidiabitants 
came  to  us  in  irreaf  nnndiers  ;  and  as  it  was 
obvious  that  saving  the  cargo  depmiled  on  tlic 
best  improvement  of  the  time,  before  the  return 
of  the  tide,  as  many  were  engaged  as  could  work 
to  any  advantage,  under  the  direction  of  men 
ajipointed  hy  authority  to  act  on  such  eniergencien. 
The  tide  had  not  eblieil  mon;  than  a  foot  at  the 
time  the  vessel  struck,  so  that  the  ojiportunity  of 
saving  the  cargo  was  very  favourable.  The  day 
was  line,  and  enable  I  us  to  dry  (uir  elothi  s.  In 
this  process,  although  our  various  wardrolie:^  were 
cxt<'ndedoverthebi'aeh,and  might  easily  havebeen 
purloined, and  althoiii;h  there  w^tc  many  persons 
about  us  ap]]ar(.ntly  in  \'ery  indigent  circuiiistanees, 
we  lost  nothing.  The  operation  of  diseliarL;ing  the 
cargo  being  so  systematisi'd,  that  the  labour  of 
each  on'  was  appli>'d  to  the  greati'st  advantage, 
they  liad  so  m  aiiy  aeeom|ilished  the  unlading, 
before  the  tide  again  ilowi'd  into  the  vessel,  as  to 
secui'e  the  safety  of  the  entire  cargi).  It  was  not 
uiuil  the  fuurtli  day  after  being  wreckod,  that  I 
could  obtain  a  passpoi't  to  ])roceed  to  Copeuhagru; 
as  the  magistrate  exaniinecl  each  individual  sepa- 
rately relati\e  to  the  origin  and  object  of  the 
voyage,  and  with  great  care,  and  thus  became 
aei|tutinte(l  with  our  being  last  from  England.  A 
sii/iire  of  the  whole  jirojierty  was  the  <'onse(|uenco. 
Having  ol)tained  my  jiasspoi't,  a  fatiguiui;'  journey 
of  three  ihiys  ai\d  ni;;hts,  over  a  rough  road, 
brought  me  to  the  Danish  capiiid. 

As  soon  as  tlii>  authoritii  ^  at  CojuMihagen  were 
made  aciiuaintiMl  with  the  circmnstances  of  the 
case,  an  order  was  given  for  th(>  release  of  the 
])roperty,  and  an  agent  from  the  house  of  Hyberg 
\  Co.  was  desiiatehed  to  take  char;.'!'  of  it.  '  One 
fourth  of  the  cargo  bolng  awarde(l  as  salvage,  tln' 
other  threi>  were  sold  on  the  strand,  at  a  great 
profit,  and  the  vessel  was  sold  fertile  bendit  of  the 
underwriters.  'I'his  disr.ster,  which,  at  tlu' monu'ut, 
caused  me  great  \>iun  and  disapiiointment,  pro\<'d 
to  be  a  cireun'stance  of  great  good  forturu-  ;  for, 
hail  wc  ])roceed(Hl  on  our  course  without  inter- 
I'liptioli,  we  slionld  iiave  gone  directly  into  the 
hands  of  a  Freiudi  i)rivateer,thi'n  lying  at  Elsinenr, 
ready  to  ]iounco  upon  cvvvy  defenceless  neutral 
that  came  in  her  way.     At  that  period,  comh'm- 


j  nation  was  sun-  to  stn^ceed  a  I'rentdi  cajdure,  <iii 
I  the  slightest  pretext.    Tli-.rc  would,  conse.pu'utlv, 
have    been    no    chance   of    escape    for    ji    vcsmI 
directly  from  I'.ngland. 

As  soon  as  my  affairs  in  .Jutland  were  bnuight 

to  a    close,   ttie    proceeds  were   anticipated   aiiil 

invested   in  an  adventure   to  Ui','a,  to  procure  a 

I  cargo,  tiien  nnndi  wanted  at  Coinnhagen.     I  was 

I  secured     against     the     Danish     ]ii-ivaleers,    then 

swarniln'j:  in  the    lialfic,  liy  a   licence  from   lli(> 

King.     This  voyage  was  completed  satisfactorily  by 

a  safe  return,  in  November  ISll,  and  with  a  small 

juolit.     During  the  ensuing  winter,  1  ri^niained  at 

Copenhagen,    and    <Migaged     in    shipping    several 

'  cargoes  of  grain  to  I'.ngland  from  llnlstein  ;  and 

in  importations  thence,  nmlir  licences  from  the 

'  two  govermnents,  from  wliicli  some   lienetit  was 

j  derived. 

i       The  succeeding  summer  was  one  of  snr]>assiiit; 

interest  an  I  exeiiemeiit.    lid'oniiation  had  roaeln  .1 

I  us  of  the  declaration  of  war,  by  the  govermnent  of 

the  Cnited  States  against  (Ireat    Britain:  a  cir- 

cuinstanee,  foreboding  events  of  the  most  thrilliuu' 

eharacti'r  ;  somo  of  which  soon  follow eil  that  in- 

formatioii  ;    such  as  the  surrender  of  J)etroit  tn 

the   euiiny,  and   the    trinmidi   over    the    boasted 

invincibility  of  British  ships  of  war,  in  the  capture 

of  the  frigate  (iuerriere  by  the  Constitution.     But 

I  what  bearing  wtis  this  new  state  of  things  to  have 

,  on  my  prospects,   ami  what  advantage  could  be 

'  made  of  them  to  further  iny  views  ?  were  (|U("<- 

,  tious  of  no  easy  solution.      A   barrii'r  seemed  to 

'  be  placed  to  my  return  home,  in  any  other  than 

the    exi'i'usive    way    of    juMceeding    to    I'l'ancc 

Nothing   short  of   the  prospect  of    bettering   my 

fortune    would    justify    pridonging    my   stay    in 

Ihirope  ;  and  this  prospect  was  so  goo<l,  if  certain 

obstacli's  could  be  overcome,  that    I  detormined 

on  makiiiLT  the  atli^m|it. 

The  protraifi'd  and  acenrntilatod  restrictions  on 
all   neutral   connnerce,  and   the  interdiction  of  all 
intercourse   lietween    Kngland    and    I'rance.    had 
caused  smdi  an  accinnulati<ui  of  every  descii]it:oii 
of  mercliandiso  in  the  stondiouses  cd'  the  former, 
iis  to  reduce  their  prices  greatly  Ixdow  the  ordi- 
nary stamlard.     The  same  causes  had  ojierated. 
in  an  inverse  nitio,  in  France.     Hence  the  dill'i  r- 
'  once   in   the   relative   prices  of  many  articles  of 
niercliaiidi.se  in  the  two  countries  was  so  eiior. 
inoiis  as  to  be  almost  incredible.      It  was  (divioiis, 
then,  that  tlu'  introdnclicui  <d'  a  cargo  into  I'rain-e 
from    lingland    was   an   objeet    wm'thy   of  great 
eltoits  ;  one  whi(di  would   justify  the   incurring  i  ' 
great  risks,  and  would  re(|nire  the  aid  u(  intiiieii- 
lial    men   in  oiliee.     'I'o   (dude  the   I'igoiir  of  the 
Cnntinental    System    Wiis    tin    aidiievenient    of   no 
ordinary  magnitude,  and  could  only  be  done  by 
inciins  of  licences,  and  in  so  cii'<niloiis  a  manner 
as  toesca]ie  the  vigiliince- of  the  I'reiicli  douaiiiei's. 
After  great    dillicnlty  and  delay,  and  a  most 
I  landtibh^   |ierseverance,  our    agent   at    Paris   suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  licence  for  the  introduction 
of  a  ctirgo  from  Co]ieidiageii  into  Hamburgh  via 
;   Kiel,  to  be  accompanied  with  certilicates  that  the 
,  articles  composing  it  were  the  jn'oduct  of  Danish 
1  industry  and    commerce.       This    first   and   givat 
I  dilli.'uity  nvt'rcome,  the  mxt   measure  ivas  much 
I  easier;  to  (ditain  IVoni  the  Danish  government  a 
}  licence  for  the  introduclioii  into  Copenhagen  of  a 
j  cargo  from  I'higlaml,     This  was  granted,  on  I'on- 
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ilitioii  of  esceptiut;  all  articles  unaccompanicil 
with  properly  aullieiiticated  cntilicates  of  iiriitral  ' 
oiii.'in.  As  tlieic  e.xistid  no  appreheiisiun  of  any 
euiliarrassnient  from  the  llii;;lisli  fjovenimeiit.  the 
iiiinisiie  measures  were  taken  to  have  shipped  at 
l.i.ndon  such  a  cargo  as  was  in  eieatesl  demand  ] 
at  its  jilace  of  destination. 

'I'liis  .idventure  arrived  safely  at  ('mienhagoii  in  I 
June,  and  wc;  coiiM  immediately  have  obtained  a  1 
very  gi'cat  ailvance  on   its  cust  ;  but  the  jirospect 
was  so  much  greater  at  llanibiir;;h,  the  place  of 
its  destination,  that   the  maxim  of  the  "  bird  in  I 
the  hand,"  \c.,  did   not  seem  a]>iilicable   to  this  , 
case.      While  engaged  in  unlading  the  cargo,  ju'e- 
parutory   to    its    being   re-laileii     ill    the    Danish 
ciiasters   destined   for    Kiel,  we  were  arrested  in 
our   |irogrcss,  and    confounded    by   one  of   those  | 
(litliculties  which   could  not  be  forcsei'ii  or  ima-  ! 
u'iiied.     It   arose   from    the  cireuiiistance  (d'  my  ! 
a.-sociate  in  the  adveiitui'e  having  been  a  Hritisli  ' 
subject,     lie  was  one  of  the  proscribed  Irish,  and 
•vas  among  thoFO  eiig;iged  in  the  battle  of  Vinegar 
Hill.     Since  that  period,  he  lia<l  been  engaged  in 
the    mercantile   business   on    the   t'ontineiit,  and 
during  the  two   last  years  had  resided  at  t'opell- 
liageii.     Some   inalicions    or   envious   jiersoii    de- 
luainced   him   to  the   government    as   an    Ihiglish 
siibiect  ;    and  declared,  moreover,  that   the  pro- 
perty  he    rt]n'esented    was    English.     In    cnuse- 
i|ueiice  of  this,  the  property  was  seized,  and   an 
iuvesligation  instituted,  which  was  ]uoliniged  in  a 
iiianncr  worthy  of  the  li  ibunals  of  Spain. 

There  was  a  fatality  attending  this  adventure 
which  was  very  remarUable.  Its  possession  could 
no  object  to  the  giivern-nent,  nor  had  we  any 
serious  ap|irelieiisi(m  of  its  eventual  conliscatioii : 
yet,  there  seemeil  to  lie  an  unaccountable  disposi- 
tion to  |irocrastiiiate.  The  government,  hilherlo, 
had  ]iaiil  great  deference  to  the  reiiresentatioiis  of 
our  worthy  chtir/n  il'iijl'tiii-ps  ;  and  in  attemiiting 
til  jirocure-  the  release  of  this  property,  he  exerted 
himself  with  as  much  /.eal  and  earnestness  as  if  it 
had  been  his  own,  but  inetfectnally.  j^veii  a  ]iro- 
posal  for  its  release  on  giving  bonds  was  refused. 
.Month  after  month  passed  away,  and  w(>  saw  the 
season  rapidly  apiiroaching  which  would  stop  the 
intercourse  by  water  between  Copeniiageii  and 
Kiel,  without  the  power  of  doing  anything.  At 
length,  it  was  discovered  that  the  ]iroperty  had 
been  unjnstillably  kept  from  its  owners,  ami  coii- 
se(|iieiitiy  it  was  restori'd  to  them.  Uut,  uiitiirtii- 
iiately,  the  time  had  goiu^  by  when  such  <leeisi(iii 
would  hav(>  been  most  inijiortaiit  to  us,  for  it  was 
now  the  middle  of  October.  Nevertheless,  if  the 
winter  did  not  .set  in  this  year  earlier  than  it  did 
the  list,  we  might  succeed  in  tiansiiorting  our 
cargo  to  Kiid. 

No  (>xertions  were  S]iared  for  the  accomplisli- 
inoiit  of  this  desirable  object,  but  we  were  destined 
to  meet  with  continued  disappointments.  One  of 
the  coasting  vessels  had  part  of  a  cargo  on  imard 
to  be  discharged  before  lading  ours  ;  ano  her  had 
some  little  repairs  to  make,  and  no  one  i. 'is  pro 
curable  that  would  engage  in  the  busim  ;  with 
the  spirit  that  the  case  so  imin'riously  deniaiideil 
Tlio  consei|uence  was  as  we  had  dri'adcd  :  liie 
cold  Weather  commenced  six  weeks  earliir  than  it 
had  iloiie  the  last  year.  l!y  the  timi'  the  vesse's 
had  eomiihted  their  lading,  they  were  fast  inclosed 
in  the  ice,  and   so  remained   during  the   winter. 
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Still,  (hoiigli  this  was  a  disapi'iintmoiit,  ns  it 
would  greatly  retard  the  roalis.itioii  of  <uir  ex- 
jiectations,  yet  there  existed  no  cause-  then  to 
apprehend  any  depreci.itioii  in  the  value  cf  the 
]iroperty  in  tlie  en.^uing  spring. 

liefore  Napoleon  had  experienced  any  check  in 
his  victorious  career,  a  inereantile  adventure,  pre- 
dicated on  the  maintenance  of  his  .supremacy, 
wouhl  have  belli  eonsidereil  a  safe  one:  but  Napo- 
li-oii's  ]iowcr  lu'oveil  itself  weakness  when  contend- 
ing « itii  the  elements.  The  sivere  weather,  which 
had  been  so  jirejudicial  to  my  operations,  continu- 
ing to  increase  as  the  winter  advaiiceil,  will  long 
be  remembend  by  its  terribly  disastrous  tllicts 
on  the  I'reiich  army  in  Iviissia.  The  destruction 
of  this  army  was  a  death-blow  to  the  Continental 
System,  and,  of  course,  to  all  my  fivir  prospects 
biunded  on  its  continuance. 

The  spring  of  l!li;i  opened  with  an  emancijiation 
of  I'liroiie  from  the  tyranny  of  Na])olenn.  His 
Russian  campaign  had  been  so  terribly  disastrous, 
tliaf  even  the  h'rtility  of  his  gnat  mind  was  nii- 
eqnal  to  providing  other  remedy  than  such  as  de- 
ferred his  prostration  a  few  months.  The  ]irospect 
of  the  ordinary  channels  of  ci  innn'rce  being  once 
more  ojiened,  j. reduced  its  natural  ell'ect  on  all 
merchandi/e  at  Hamburgh  :  )irices  were  noininal ; 
there  was  no  sale  for  anything  ;  everybody  was 
anxiously  waiting  the  ilciKiuniirnt  of  the  grand 
drama.  '  I'lider  such  circumstances,  it  is  almost 
needless  to  say.  that  all  my  hopes  from  the  adven- 
ture with  which  I  had  been  so  long  occupied 
were  destroyed.  'I'his  adventure,  liad  it  reached 
Hamburgh  in  time,  would  Iiave  yielded  a  prolit  of 
several  hundred  per  cent.,  and  secured  to  ine 
inde]iendence  :  but  wdieii  it  did  arrive  there,  its 
value  was  reduced  below  the  m-iginal  cost,  and 
linally  wound  u|)  with  very  considerable  loss. 

To"  bring  my  affairs  to  a  close,  with  the  least 
possible  sacritice,  necessarily  consumed  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  summer.  During  this  jieriod 
the  city  exhibited,  on  a  small  scale,  and  for  many 
(lavs  in  succession,  the  turmoil,  activity,  and 
excitement  incident  to  being  besieged.  The 
rrench  were  attemiiting  to  regain  i>ossession  of 
it  bv  a  bombardment  from  the  ojijiosite  b.'ink  of 
the  "river,  and  by  rejieated  eflurts  in  the  nights  to 
traiisiiort  a  body  of  troi.i)s  across.  Their  means 
(if  annoyance  by  shells,  however,  were  very  feeble, 
and  in  their  attempts  to  cross  the  river  they  were 
invariably  foiled.  The  cily  was  defended  by  its 
own  militia,  who  fought  bravely,  and  like  men 
who  feel  that  everything  is  at  stake  which  is  worili 
defending.  Thesi'  were  su]  ported  by  a  well-dis- 
ciplined body  of  Danish  regular  troops,  and  by  a 
small  numbi'r  of  Russians,  the  whole  commaiuled 
liv  a  Russian  general.  In  this  state  of  ail'airs 
none  wore  exempted  from  bearing  arms,  not  tyeii 
strangers,  as  was  evinced  in  my  own  |)erson  ;  lor, 
being" led  by  curiosity  to  a  point  where  I  heard 
much  firing',  I  was  aVrested  by  a  jiatrol  on  the 
look-out  for  straggler.s,aiid  marched  into  an  eiiclii- 
sure  when^  were  niaiiv  others  in  the  same  ju-edi- 
cameiit.  To  all  of  us  muskets  and  ammunition 
were  furnislu-d,  and  here  we  were  kept  inactive 
througliout  the  day,  as  a  ror/f.v  ilr  rCscn-e.  To- 
wards sunset,  on  "a  cessation  (d'  the  attack,  we 
were  all  released,  to  our  great  joy,  as  we  had  had 
nothing  to  eat  all  day.  AVliile  the  citizens  ol 
Daiiibin-gh  were  rejoici'ng  at  the  success  of  their 


ill' 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


'f-^- 


1.0 


I.I 


|50    •^~       H^K 


IJ& 


1.25    1 1.4    1  i  /s 

.4 6"     

► 

V] 


vg 


^A 


o^      ■  i* 


V 


'/ 


w 


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


4^ 


■^ 


^^ 


^^ 


V 


^v> 


"9, 


V 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRIET 

WMSTER.N.Y.  MS80 

(716)  873-4503 


i\ 


"■ 


0 


^■^ 


, 


Is 


:\ 


\ 


o 


>ri 


V 

i 
,1 

Si 

■1 

I 

It:  I 


80 
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arms  thus  far,  and  encouraged  to  persevere  in 
foiling  the  continual  attacks  of  tlie  opposing  forces, 
in  order  to  save  tlieniseives  from  the  dreaded 
domination  of  the  French,  they  were  all  suddenly 
confounded  and  dismayecl  by  an  order  from  the 
King  of  Denmark  for  the  withdrawal  of  his  troops  ; 
an  order,  understood  to  be  in  conseiiuenee  of  the 
failure  of  some  negotiation  of  Count  liernstorfl' 
with  the  British  cabinet. 

As  the  principal  weans  of  resistance  was  thus 
withdrawn,  and  the  remainder  were  iiicomi)etont 
to  justify  a  longer  defence,  the  authorities  deter- 
mined on  capitulating  while  they  were  yet  in  a 
position  to  secure  advantageous  terms.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Russian  General,  with  his  troops,  with- 
drew towards  the  north  ;  the  e.ii)itulation  was 
consummated,  and  the  French  became  once  more 
masters  of  Hamburgh,  After  a  few  days,  when 
the  garrison  was  quartered,  the  police  regulated, 
and  the  quiet  of  military  des))otism  reigned  within 
the  city,  a  procession  was  formed,  c()m|)osed  of 
the  soldiei's,  and  lieailed  by  Marshal  Davoust  and 
his  staff,  in  their  splendid  habiliments,  which  pro- 
ceeded to  the  little  St.  Michael's  church,  to  ai  1  in 
the  ])erformiince  of  a  Te  Drum,  in  gratitude  to 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  for  giving 
that  success  to  their  arms,  which  had  placed  in 
their  power  an  unoffeniling  people,  whose  property 
they  intended  to  plunder  by  heavy  taxation,  and 
whose  sons  they  intended  to  enslave,  l)y  nuikiiig 
them  conscrijits.  "  O  teinpora  !  Omnrrs!"  Only 
a  fen'  weeks  after  aining  possession  of  the  city, 
the  French,  in  tlitir  turn,  were  besieged  by  the 
Russians,  Cossacks,  and  Swedes,  and  this  was  the 
state  of  affairs  when  I  left  the  city. 

Having  at  length  brought  my  business  to  a  close 
at  Hamburgh,  and  ])ereeiving  no  course  that  1 
could  pui-siie  for  retrieving  my  fortune  in  Kiirope 
in  which  there  w.is  not  gre::t  risk,  I  defei.nilied 
to  j)roceed  forthwith  to  the  United  States,  anil 
there  endeavour  to  obtain  tlu  conunand  of  a  letter- 
of-marcpie  for  a  voyage  to  China  or  the  I'acific. 
As  the  best  course  for  getting  most  expeditiously 
to  the  United  States  was  evidently  viii  France,  1 
apjilied  to  the  French  connnander  of  the  ciiy, 
(reneral  llogendorfl",for  a  [lassport.  The  (ji>ncral, 
I  founil,  spoke  English  perfictly  well.  He  was 
very  civil  and  affable,  and  desired  his  secretary 
not  to  delay  )>roviding  me  with  the  ]>asH|)ort  I 
askeil.  He  ol)serve(l  to  me  that  I  should  run  a 
great  risk  of  being  taken  and  robbed  by  the  Cos- 
sacks, who,  he  said,  were  very  numerous  in  tin; 
vicinity.  On  the  fall  of  the  fortunes  of  Niip.ileon, 
this  officer  retired  to  the  interior  of  Urazil,  where 
he  passed  several  years  in  obscurity,  engaged  in 
the  humble  oecupalion  of  collecting  and  pnserv- 
ing  insects,  until  his  death,  wliieh  oeeurred  there 
only  a  few  years  since.  (.)ne  of  (he  regular  govern- 
ment  couriers,  who  have  the  ju'ivilege  of  taking 
any  person  with  them,  being  about  to  start  for 
I'aris,  1  obtained  a  seat  with  him.  Tlii>  car  for 
our  conveyance  was  a  most  uncouth  vehicle  ;  it 
had  two  wheels  only,  and  being  fixed  on  the  axle- 
tree,  iiad  no  spring  ;  conse(|nently,  the  jarring  in 
nuiny  places,  over  rough  roads,'  was  excessive  ; 
but  the  advantage,  night  and  day,  of  nevr  having 
to  wait  longer  for  horses  than  the  time  rei|uisite 
for  changing  them,  was  great;  although  it  gave  us 
no  other  chance  to  sleep  or  eat  than  while  on  (uir 
way.     We  fortunntely  escaped  the  Cossacks,  and 


arrived  at  Brussels  in  safety,  but  so  excessively 
fatigued,  that  I  was  glad  to  rest  a  day  or  two 
there,  and  to  depend  on  the  diligence  for  convey- 
ing me  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 

Arriving  at  I'aris  in  Oclol)er,  I  learned  that  a 
fast-sailing  ship  would  leave  Nantes  for  the  Uiiiteil 
States  in  about  three  weeks.  After  jiassing  a 
fortnight  at  I'aris,  I  took  the  diligence  for  Nantes, 
to  examine  the  ship  in  question.  She  was  a  beau- 
ti'ul  vessel,  and  was  represented  to  be  a  very  swil't 
sailer  ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the  chanc(!  ef 
oseajie  for  such  a  vessel,  under  ecjual  circinn- 
stances,  would  be  less  than  that  of  a  Haltinioii> 
clipper,  an<l  I  therefore  delayed  engaging  a  pas- 
sage until  I  should  hear  from  Bordeaux,  in  answer 
to  my  in((uiries  on  the  snliject.  This  informa'ion 
was  soon  receivi'd,  and  was  such  as  ileterniineil 
me  to  proceed  there,  I  arrived  there  just  in  time 
t.  secure  a  passage  in  a  vessel  which  might  have 
served  Mr.  Cooper  for  his  description  of  the  Water- 
Witch,  for  she  was  like  that  jiortrait  in  every  point, 
Her  commander.  Captain  Isaacs,  was  a  most  ex|K'- 
rienecd  and  acc(miplished  seaman,  and  admiraliW 
c|ualified  for  such  .a  conmiand.  With  such  a  coin- 
liination  I  felt  no  less  eonfidenee  in  making  oui- 
passage  safely,  than  1  should  have  done  in  a  tiuio 
of  iirofouiul  ])eace. 

At  dawn  on  the  second  morning  after  leavin,' 
the  Cordovan,  we  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  df 
a  fleet  of  merchant  vessels,  which  were  steeriii;,' 
to  the  south.  The  confusion  which  such  a  suspi. 
eious  and  unwelcome  apparition  caused  anion;; 
tliem  was  very  great,  anil,  to  us,  very  amusing. 
.Some  of  those  iistern  lay  by,  unw  illing  to  a]iproacli 
us  ;  others  let  run  their  mainsail,  or  brailed  up 
their  spankers,  and  wore  round  on  the  opposite 
tack  ;  those  that  were  ahead  crowded  all  sail  to 
increase  the  distance  from  us,  ami  spread  out,  that 
there  miglit  be  more  chance  of  escape  for  some. 
They  were  evidently  English  vessels,  though  tlicv 
showed  no  clours,  and  their  convoy,  if  tliey  liail 
any.  was  not  in  sight.  If  we  liad  been  prepared 
with  the  reiiuisite  number  of  men,  we  could  lia'c 
taken  and  conveyed  to  Bordeaux  almost  any  num- 
ber of  them  ;  but  neither  the  strength  of  our  ship's 
company,  the  instructions  to  our  connuaniler,  or 
the  object  of  the  voyagi>,  wotild  justify  our  makin;,' 
captures  ;  hence,  we  did  not  deviate  from  oui' 
course,  but  proceeded  on  to  the  westward,  le.'ivini; 
our  frightened  neighbours  astonished  at  fintliiig 
themselves  unnmlested. 

During  the  jiassage  we  were  chased  a  nuir.ber 
of  times  ;  and  once,  at  early  dawn,  on  our  own 
coast,  we  pereeiveil  a  frigate  ahuost  within  gun- 
shot of  us.  With  a  tine,  brisk  breeze,  she  crowdeil 
all  sail  in  cha.'^e  cd'  us  ;  but  we  had  soon  convincing 
eviilenee  (d'  our  gi'eat  superiority  in  sailing,  as, 
before  noon,  alth  lugh  persisting  in  the  pursuit, 
her  hull  was  not  visible  from  our  deck,  The  ne\t 
ilay,  the  1st  of  .lanuary,  1814,  we  arrived  niiMy 
at  New  York. 

Four  years  liad  now  elapsed  since  my  departure 
from  lloston,  in  the  schoom-r  Maria,  for  Naples, 
and  din'ing  tlmt  jieriod  it  will  have  been  seen  that 
no  efforts  were  sjiared,  no  detieicney  of  jiersever- 
ance  evinced,  and  no  opportunity  allowed  to  jmsn 
unembraced,  which  presented  the  prospect  of  bet- 
li'ring  my  fortune.  What  I  attempted,  and  wiili 
what  nnfortunate  results,  are  detikiled  in  the  few 
preceding  pages. 
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I  was  once  again  landr  d  on  my  native  shore,  in 
i;oo.l  health,  and  with  an  empty  purse  ;  hut  huoyed 
above  the  immediate  |)re.ssure  of  such  accuinulateil 
disappointments,  by  indulging  the  pleasing  antici- 
pation of  at  least  a  short  repose  in  the  bosom  of 
my  family. 


C'lIArTEk  XXII. 

Invited  to  take  Charge  of  a  Voyage  to  TeiiorilTe  nmt  llata- 
via.— Sail  from  .Silom  in  Sliip  ICxeter.— Dismasted  — 
Hcpair  the  l>ainagos. — Arrive  at  TencrifTc. — Had  Uoad- 
stead  of  Orotava. — HiiaraDtiiio.— .Air.  Little. — Ilia  llo.v 
pitality  and  lieiievolence.— Sail  from  Orotava. — ("ape 
lie  Verde  Islands. — Land  at  Tristan  d'Acunlia. — IMneurc 
I'isli  and  I'otatoes.— J'inatlian  Lambert. — Arrive  at,  and 
sail  from,  tl I c  Cape  of  Good  Hope  —I^^land  of  Amsterdam. 
—Arrive  at  nat''via. — (iovernors — Sir.  Watt.- Lade  the 
ship,  and  put  to  Sea. — Lose  two  Men. — Arrive  at  the 
Isle  of  France. — r.xchanfte  I'roduco — Sail  for  Home. — 
St.  Helena. — Warned  off.— I'inisli  the  Voyage  by  arriving 
at  lioston. 

The  disastrous  result  of  my  long-continued 
efforts  in  Europe  had  deprived  mo  of  that  iiide- 
peiulence  which  1  had  so  early  desired,  and  for  a 
coiii'.se  of  years  had  so  suecessfully  realised.  I 
was  now  under  the  necessity  of  accepting  em- 
ploynii'iit  from  any  of  my  more  fortunate  fellow- 
eiti/.ens  who  might  desire  my  services. 

Soon  after  the  negotiations  at  Ghent  and  the 
promulgation  of  peace,  1  was  invited  by  some  of 
my  .Salem  friends  to  make  a  voytige  to  TeneriH'e 
and  IJatavia  ;  an  eiiterpriso  which,  w ithiii  my 
recollection,  Wius  viewed  as  one  of  untried  and 
iloulitful  accomplishment,  re([iiiring  in  the  com- 
mander uncommon  skill,  perseverance,  and  tact  ; 
but  which,  at  this  time,  IHl.J,  is  of  such  e very-day 
occurrence,  that  I  am  only  iiiiluciil  to  narrate 
mine  from  the  consiileration  that  its  omission 
would  leave  a  chasm  in  the  story,  which  may  be 
viewed  as  unimportant  or  otherwise,  according  to 
tlie  ditfen.'iit  tastes  of  the  read(>rs. 

Late  ill  the  month  of  July  lltl.^,  I  sailed  from 
.Salem,  in  the  ship  Exeter,  bonnd  to  Teneriil'e  and 
Itatavia.  The  ship,  which  was  about  three 
luindred  tons,  was  of  a  clumsy  construction,  and, 
being  sheathed  with  wood,  gave  iis  a  prosjieet  of 
long  and  tedious  passages  ;  but  the  liberality  of 
tlie  owners  more  than  compensated  for  the  aildi- 
tioiial  time  reiiuisito  for  the  perlorinance  of  the 
voviige. 

To  meet  with  an  accident  in  i<  well-rigged  ship 
while  crossing  the  .Atlantic  in  summer-time  seemed 
liardly  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  :  yet  we 
did  not  escape.  Tiie  first  ten  daVs  after  our  de- 
I'lirtnre  we  had  experienced  only  the  light  and 
liattling  winds,  which  are  peculiar  at  this  sejison 
of  the  year,  and  conse(|iiently  had  made  little 
piMi^ress  on  our  way  ;  but  on  the  eleventh  day  we 
bad  a  fine  breeze  from  south  south-west,  which 
f;ave  us  the  cheering  encouragement  of  making 
lip  for  lost  time.  With  toiigallant  sails  set  over 
whole  topsails,  a  foretopmast  studding-sail,  tiie 
sea  tolerably  smooth,  and  going  at  the  rate  of 
only  eight  knots  an  hour,  in  an  instant  all  three 
top'nmstH  snapped  off  close  to  the  caps,  and  came 
down  with  a  tvemendnus  crash  ;  the  tojisail-yardH 
making  sad  jiavoc  with  the  courses,  'riie  siiip, 
being  now  deprive  1  of  her  propidling  force,  lay 
like  a  log  on  the  water;  and  the  sen  being  smooth, 


enaldi'd  us  to  save  till  the  rigging,  sails,  and  sjnirs. 
It  was  a  most  fortuiiale  circiiin.stance  that  no  neui 
was  aloft  at  the  time,  and  that  none  were  hurt  by 
the  falling  of  the  spars  and  rigging  ;  for,  even  witli 
the  united  energies  of  all,  to  bringorder  out  of  such 
a  chaos  was  a  laborious  task.  'I'he  men,  however, 
went  about  the  work  elieerfnlly  ;  and  nn<U'r  the 
direction  of  an  excellent  chii  t'  oliicer,  with  great 
diligence  and  exertion,  we  h....  (uir  three  topsails 
aiul  courses  repaired  and  set  in  tlu'(!e  days  after 
the  misfortune.  It  may  be  in([nircd,  to  what  I 
attribute  so  unusual  an  accidiut  ? — for  unusual  it 
really  was  at  such  a  time.  I  can  think  of  no  other 
cause  than  that  of  tiie  sjjars  being  weakened  by 
exposure  to  alternate  wet  and  dry  weather,  while 
the  ship  was  hauled  up  during  the  whole  of  the 
last  war  with  Kiigland.  We  were  able  to  substi- 
tute good  fore  and  niizen  topmasts  for  those  lost; 
but  the  main  one  did  not  admit  of  carrying  hard 
sail.  Notwithstanding  this  disaster,  we  were  u]> 
with  the  western  islands,  passing  between  Ter- 
ceiro  and  St,  Michael's  on  the  litli  of  August, 
saw  Madeira  on  the  21st,  and  arrived  at  Orotava 
on  tile  2(jth.  The  day  before  arriving,  and  wiiile 
nearly  becalmed  in  sight  of  the  Pic  of  Ti'iieriHe, 
seeing  something  on  the  water  a  short  distance 
from  us,  i.hieli  appeared  like  a  cask,  we  lowered 
the  bo.at.and  towi>d  it  alongside.  On  taking  it  on 
board,  it  proved  to  be  a  liog.shead  of  fine  old 
Jamaica  spirit.  It  must  have  been  a  long  time  in 
the  water,  as  it  was  covered  with  barnacles. 

(.)f  all  the  uncoinfortable  roadsteads  in  which  it 
has  been  my  chance  to  load  a  sliip,  that  of  Oro- 
tava is  the  worst,  .\ticliorcil  in  fil'ty-fivi>  fathoms 
of  water,  with  the  ship  rolling  more  tlian  when  at 
sea,  we  are  doomed  to  eight  (hiys' (jiiarantine.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  wine  is  prepared  to  take  on 
board  ;is  soon  as  tlu'  iiiianintine  expires.  At  any 
time  and  place,  such  deljiys  are  excessively  pro- 
V(dii.ig  and  teilious  ;  but  in  such  a  roadstead  as 
this,  tlie  fatigue  and  ennui  amount  nearly  to  a 
state  of  toi'tiiri'.  The  eight  days,  however,  were 
passc<l  without  accidi'iit ;  anil  immediately  on  their 
eonipletion,  I  received  a  polite  invitation  from 
Mr.  Little  (the  merchant  frinii  whom  I  received 
my  cargo),  to  dine  with  him,  and  to  take  up  my 
<|uarters  at  hi.s  house,  tor  the  little  time  that  re- 
mained, while  lading  the  wine,  which  I  \ery  readily 
accepted. 

This  gentli'inan  and  accomplished  merchant  is 
successor  to  the  house  of  I'asley,  long  famed  for 
its  honourable  mode  of  conducting  liusiiii'ss  ;  n 
fame  which  is  in  no  degree  bss  merited  by  the 
liresi'iit  hmise.  The  hospitality  of  Mr.  Little  is 
acknowledged  by  all  who  \isit  the  place;  and  he 
has  given  such  evidence  of  his  jdiiianthropy  and 
benevolence,  as  to  be  honourably  noticed  by  the 
king.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever 
in  the  island,  when  all  were  Hying  who  possessed 
the  means,  he  n>ma!iieil:  and  by  the  judicions 
application  of  pecuniary  aid,  by  the  eiicourageineiit 
of  his  presence,  and  by  his  per^niial  assistance,  he 
probably  saved  the  lives  of  hundreds,  tlimigh  at 
the  most  imminent  risk,  as  lie  barely  escaped  being 
a  martyr  to  iiis  liutnanity. 

On  the  ,'lrd  of  .September,  having  completed 
our  lading,  and  taken  leave  of  my  kind  host,  I 
went  on  board,  and  juepared  to  go  to  sea  ;  but  we 
soon  ]>ereniveil  that,  with  an  ordinary  windlass, 
the  united  force  of  our  crew  was  insiilllcieiit  to 
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heave  up  the  anclior,  with  such  a  weight  of  cable 
ill  addition ;  and  we  were  coinpelled  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  services  of  the  men  who  came  oft'  with 
me.  Even  with  this  aid,  we  were  a  long  time 
getting  our  anchor  ;  but  the  task  was  at  length 
accomplished.  The  boat,  with  the  foreigners,  left 
us.  Wo  made  sail ;  and  every  one  on  board  was 
rejoiced  to  leave  a  place  wliich  was  so  exceedingly 
uncomfortable. 

On  our  way  to  the  south,  we  passed  between 
the  Cape  do  Verde  Ifilands,  and  not  far  to  wind- 
ward of  Togo  ;  crossed  the  e(iu;itor  in  the  usual 
longitude,  and,  making  our  way  with  all  (lilig(Mice 
to  the  southward,  the  next  land  we  saw  was  Tris- 
tan d'Acu  ha.  As  we  could  touch  at  this  island 
without  much  loss  of  ti..ie,  I  determined  to  do  so. 
Accordingly,  approaching  the  north-west  end,  we 
saw  a  smoke,  and,  when  within  about  a  mile  of  it, 
I  sent  the  boat  ashon"  with  directions  to  ascertain 
who  were  the  inhabitants,  to  procure  from  them 
whatever  oatabli's  they  might  have  to  spare,  ami 
to  be  absent  no  longer  than  was  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  these  purposes, — the  ship,  in 
the  mean  time,  lying  oft"  and  on  under  easy  sail. 
After  an  absence  of  about  four  hours,  the  boat 
returned  with  a  good  sujiply  of  excellent  (lotatoes, 
and  a  pli>nty  of  very  fine  fish.  The  ofticer  re- 
ported, that  there  were  only  three  men  on  the 
islanil,  who  appeared  to  be  Portuguese  or  Ita- 
lians; and  on  inquiring  of  tliem  wliat  had  be- 
couu^  of  Lambert,  they  said  he  had  been  drowiuMl, 
with  others,  in  attempting  to  go  to  Inaccessible 
Islaiul. 

Jonathan  Lambert  was  a  native  of  Salem,  and 
a  schoolmate  of  mine.  He  was  a  man  of  g(jod 
capacity  and  much  eccentricity.  Having  been 
unsuccessful  in  his  endeavours  by  navigation  to 
ac(iuiro  a  competency,  and  being  disgusted  with 
commerce  and  with  the  world,  he  formed  the  pro- 
ject of  establishing  himself  on  this  island,  which, 
fr,)m  its  healthy  climate,  virgin  soil,  and  being  in 
the  track  of  vessels  bound  to  India,  might  be 
made  an  object  of  attraction  to  such  as  wer<<  in 
want  of  supplies.  Accordingly,  with  seversxl  others 
of  no  less  des])orate  fortune  than  himself,  but  very 
inferior  in  point  of  education  and  eai)acity,  he 
landed  on  the  island  ,  an<l  when  they  had'  pro- 
duced enough  for  the  sujijily  of  ships,  he  causecl 
a  notice  thereof  to  be  |iul)iislied  in  the  Hostoii 
papers,  inviting  ships  to  stop  and  obtain  such 
refreshments  as  he  could  supjiiy.  Not  long  after 
this,  it  was  reported,  that  he  had  iierislied  in  at- 
tempting to  go  to  Inaccessible  Island;  but,  as  he 
was  of  an  irritable,  tyramiical  temiier,  his  friends 
have  supposed  it  to'lio  ni(n-e  probable,  that  his 
comrades,  un.ible  to  bear  with  it,  had  put  liini  out 
of  existence. 

As  our  main-to])mast  could  not  be  de]iended  on, 
and  we  were  often  compelled  to  lessen  the  sail  on 
it,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  passage,  1  eonelmled  it 
would  bo  a  saving  of  tinte  to  stop  at  the  Cape  of 
Oood  Hope  and  procure  a  new  one.  Thin  we  did, 
and  sailed  again  for  the  eastward,  after  a  lU'teii- 
tion  of  four  days.  The  onh  .1.  viation  wi'  expe- 
rienced from  the  accustome  ouotony  ol'  such  a 
passage,  was  that  of  lying  l;\  near  the  Island  of 
Amsterdam,  and,  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  nearly 
loading  our  boat  with  excellent  fish.  They  were 
about  the  Bi/(>  of  the  cod,  ami  had  some  resem- 
blauc  to  that  fish.     At  length,  on  tho  iilst  of 


January,  lllKi,  we  came  to  anchor  in  Hatavia 
Koads,  nearly  six  months  from  tho  time  of  our 
departure  from  Salem. 

Tho  havoc  which  in  former  voyages  I  had  soon 
made  in  ships'  companies  l)y  the  fever,  wliich  is 
more  or  less  prevalent  at  this  place  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  induced  me  to  tak(!  uncommon  pre. 
cautions  to  ju'eserve  the  health  of  my  men.  With 
this  view,  I  hired  natives  to  go  in  the  boats,  to 
hoist  in  the  cargo,  and  to  perform  all  such  du- 
ties as  would  cau.se  an  exposure  to  the  sun.  Mv 
men  were  8el(h)m  alloweil  to  go  on  shore  ;  anil 
when  occasionally  such  ]iermission  was  granti'il, 
they  refrained  from  the  usual  practice  of  seaiiui;, 
of  drinking  to  excess,  although  no  alcohol  wns 
provided  for  them  on  board  sliij).  The  conso. 
quencc  was,  that,  though  we  w(  re  nearly  twn 
months  in  port,  we  had  no  man  sick  during  tli:it 
time. 

While  at  Hatavia,  both  the  English  and  Diitili 
governors  were  present;  the  former.  Sir  Stainlmil 
Kaftles,  then  surrendering  the  command  of  tiic 
island  to  the  person  ai>pointe(l  by  the  govei  nmcnt 
of  the  Netherlands  to  receive  it.  The  revulsions 
in  the  jirice  of  produce,  caused  by  the  sudden 
changes  in  the  political  state  of  the  country,  liiiJ 
been  taken  advantage  of  by  some  of  the  foicii^n 
residents,  by  which  they  acquired  great  fortiuu's. 
Among  the  number,  I  was  much  gratified  to  find 
my  friend  Mr.  Walt,  a  worthy  young  Scotchman, 
who  was  captain's  clerk  in  the  tihip  Cronbcrf:, 
in  which  I  was  a  iias.senger  and  freighter  Irinii 
the  Isle  of  France  to  Denmark,  in  the  year  IHOI. 
At  that  i)eriod,  .as  resjiects  property,  he  was  a 
lioor  man,  but  rich  in  intellect  and  conmiercial 
sag:wify,  of  which  he  gave  evidence  in  .ivailin!; 
himself  of  the  opportunities  as  they  ])resenti'(l 
themselves  of  acquiring  a  fortmie,  gi'cater  than  is 
often  gained  m  a  long  and  industrious  life;  l)ul 
the  enjoyment  of  it  was  not  permitted  him.  lie- 
fore  embarking  for  Europe,  he  liaJ  imbibed  the 
seeds  of  disease  ;  and,  sickening  on  the  passage,  ' 
died  at  the  Cape  of  (iood  llojw. 

Having  aecomplisjied  my  business  at  Hatavia,  ' 
by  lading  the  ship  with  cott'ec  and  sugar,  and  m.t 
nuH'ting  a  sale  for  tht;  wine  1  had  brought  I'nmi 
Teiu-rirte,  1    determined    to    stop  at  the   IhIo  of 
Franc(>,  in  the  hojio  of  being  able  to  disuose  of  it 
there.     Accordingly,  about  tlie  middle  of  Mareh, 
I  left  hatavia  Hoads,  exulting  in  the  circumstance 
of  having  had  no  one  sick  during  my  stay  tlieiv, 
and  of  leaving  the  place  with  the  crew  in  as  go«l 
health  as  on  the  tlay  of  their  arrival.     Ihit  mv  ' 
oNultation  was  but  of  short  duration  ;  for  no  sooner  . 
had  we  j)asst'd  Java  Head,  and  were  in  the  open  | 
sea,  where   1  sujtposed  the  danger  of  sickness  no  j 
longer  existed,  than  three  o*"  my  men  were  seized  1 
violently  and  almost  simultaneously  with  fever,  j 
Only  one  of  the  three  recovered;  the  other  two 
lived  but  a  few  days  after  being  attacked.     Tluw 
Were  the  first  and  only  men  I  ever  lost  by  siek- 
luss  :  and  their  death  and  burial  sjiread  a  sad- 
ness   over  their   surviving  shipmates,  of   which 
some  traces   renuiined   o/en  to  the  end  of  the 
passage. 

The  traile   wind,  which  we  took   immediatilv 
after  passing  Java  Head,  continued  so  steady  and 
strong  as  to  carry  us  to  tho   Isle  of   France  in 
thirty-two  days,  which  was  a  fine  pas.sage  for  (inr  j 
ship.     From  the  two  long  visits  which  I  had  nmdo 
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to  tliis  place  ill  1791  and  in  1800,  1  was  as  fami- 
liar with  its  localities  as  if  it  had  been  iny  lioinc. 
These,  on  my  present  visit,  were  uiiehangcd  ;  but 
these  were  all  that  remained  unchanged.  Since  I 
last  left  the  place,  it  had  become  a  colony  of  the 
Hii;;lish  by  confuiest.  English  government  and 
laws  had  superseded  those  of  France ;  and  Eng- 
lish niamiers,  customs,  and  modes  of  doing  busi- 
iioss,  were  gradually  making  encroachments  on 
those  of  the  French  inhabitants,  wliich  is  not  un- 
usual with  a  subjugated  people,  when  their  cou- 
i|ueror3  are  generous  and  conciliating. 

It  was  soon  apparent,  that  an  immediate  sale  of 
rny  wine  could  not  bo  made,  nor  was  the  object 
siillieiently  importiint  to  detain  the  ship.  I  there- 
fore placed  it  in  tlio  liamls  of  a  merchant,  and 
received  from  him  an  amount  of  the  produce  of 
tlie  island,  (>qual  to  what  lie  estimated  the  wine 
would  sell  for  ;  and  this  occupied  about  the  spaco 
ill  the  ship  which  the  wine  had  done.  These  iii- 
tereliaiiges  being  accomplished,  we  left  the  Isle 
of  France,  towards  the  last  of  April,  for  homo. 

The  passage  round  the  Cape  and  thence  to 
Dostoii  was  a  continued  series  of  fair  winds  and 
pleasant  weather;  and  the  only  incident  which 
occurred,  to  break  in  upon  the  monotony  of  such 
.1  pas-age,  was  that  of  being  bo.arded  when  in 
sij;lit  of  St.  Helena  by  an  English  brig  of  war, 
which  was  cruising  near  the  north  side  of  the 
island  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  tlio  entry  of 
vessels  there  during  the  detention  of  the  Empei-or 
Napoleon.  The  boarding  officer  was  very  polite  ; 
said  their  ordei's  were  positive  to  allow  no  vessel 
to  go  in ;  that  provision  was  made  at  the  Island 
of  Ascension  to  supply  ships  with  water  ;  and 
ihat,  if  we  had  not  enough  to  carry  us  there,  he 
would  furnish  us  with  sutHcient  for  that  purpose  ; 
Imt  we  were  not  in  want  of  anything.  Our  de- 
tention therefore  was  but  of  short  duration  ;  and, 
taking  our  departure  from  St.  Helena,  we  h.ad  a 
jileasant  passage  to  Boston,  where  wo  arrived  in 
August,  181C  ;  thus  accomplishing  the  voyage  in 
safety,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interested 
thert'in. 
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I'rt'liminary  Honinrks  — TIeiiiirture  from  Now  York — Pass- 
ing Kt'floctloiis. —  Passage  to  Cajie  do  Verde  Islands. — 
Toiiiado— St.  rani's  on  the  Kqiiator.— I'ernambiieo. — 
Hio  do  la  Plata.— Cape  Horn.— Kmhayerl — I'assapc  of 
llo' (  a|ie.— liiind  on  tlio  Island  of  Mocha. — Arrival  at 
T.ikMiliuaiia— Visit  nf  tlio  Autlioritie.s.— Hkctch  of  tiiciii. 
—  A  (iiiard  sent  on  board.— Our  Men  taken  away.— I'ro- 
liibilion  of  ('ouniiunieatlon  with  our  Countiyinen  of  the 
Canton. 

TiiK  general  peace  of  th(>  civilised  world  at  this 
time,  by  producing  gi'eat  coniiiiercial  competition, 
niado  it  dillicult  for  tlie  most  e.\perieneed  mer- 
c'lmiit  to  project  a  voyage  in  which  the  chance  of 
loss  would  not  be  eiiual  to  that  of  gain.  From 
this  consideration,  after  returning  from  llatavia, 
1  ih'elined  engaging  in  any  other  voyage  till  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1817,  when  being  at  Now 
Vork  at  the  time  intelligence  reached  there  of  a 
revolution  in  the  kingdom  of  Chili,  by  which  the 
people  had  emancipated  themselves  from  the 
royal  government,  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  might 
I'l'ofit  liy  it. 

This  event,  by  frcehig  the  commerce  of  that 


country  from  the  severe  and  jiaraly-sing  restric- 
tions to  which  it  had  hitherto  been  subjected,  by 
throwing  open  those  ports  to  the  commerce  of  all 
nations,  which  for  ages  had  been  sealed  to  foreign- 
ers, seemed  to  pi-esent  very  flattering  pro.s])ects 
to  tiiose  merchants  who  should  be  first  in  availing 
themselves  of  it. 

The  knowledge  1  had  acquired  in  my  voyage 
in  the  Leiia  Uyrd  of  the  wants  and  commercial 
resources  of  the  country,  gave  me  advantages 
which  few  of  my  enterprising  countrymen  then 
posse.s.scd.  It  was  very  desirable  to  turn  this 
kr  nvledgc  to  the  best  account,  by  planning  and 
executing  a  voyage  tliither.  SVith  this  view  I 
submitted  a  plan  to  that  enterprising,  intelligent, 
and  wealthy  merchant,  John  Jacob  Astor,  Esq., 
who,  though  aware  of  the  risks  attending  it,  was 
not  slow  to  perceive,  and  bo  convinced  of  the 
promised  advantages  and,  with  characteristic 
decision,  he  determineu  to  engage  in  it. 

As  Mr.  Astor  acceded  to  my  terms  as  master 
and  factor,  and  showed  equal  liberality  and  good 
judgment  in  leaving  everything  to  my  discretion, 
an  agreement  was  soon  concluded,  and  measures 
immediately  taken  to  prepare  the  ship  .ind  to 
jmrcliaise  the  cargo.  His  favourite  ship  Beaver 
(the  same  mentidiied  in  Irving's  "Astoria")  had 
just  been  rei)aired  at  an  oxjiense  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  building  her  anew,  and  was  thus  rendered 
proper  for  the  contem])lated  voyage.  Her  equip- 
ment being  under  tl\c  superintendence  of  an 
experienced  and  accomplished  seaman,  Captain 
John  Whitten,  who  was  lai'gely  interested  in  the 
adventure,  wjis  in  every  respect  complete.  The 
cargo,  con.sistiiig  principally  of  European  manu- 
factures, to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  ship,  with  stores,  valued 
at  fifty  thousand,  formed  an  aggregate,  which,  it 
is  probable,  no  other  individual  in  the  United 
States  would  have  risked  on  a  voyage  so  full  of 
dangers  and  uncertainty. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1817,  the  lading  being 
completed,  men  shipped,  and  everything  in  I'cadi- 
ness  for  .sea,  the  ship  was  anchored  in  the  stream, 
to  secure  the  services  of  the  men,  on  which  little 
reliance  could  be  )>laccd  while  lying  at  the  wharf. 
At  four  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  July, 
I  was  roused  by  the  pilot  to  go  on  board  ;  and,  in 
conformity  witli  previous  agreement,  called  on 
Mr.  Astor,  who  at  this  early  hour  was  up  and 
waiting  for  me.  After  a  short  interview,  1  took 
leave,  and  repaired  on  board,  where  1  found  all 
engaged,  under  the  direction  of  the  ilot,  in  heav- 
ing u])  the  anchor. 

With  a  fine  westerly  breeze  and  a  strong  ebb  tide, 
we  )iassed  rapidly  on  our  way,  and  were  soon  out- 
side of  Sandy  Honk,  where  the  pilot  left  us.  The 
day  was  remarkablv  fine,  the  sea  smooth,  and 
before  twelve  o'clock  the  highlands  of  Neversink 
were  no  longer  visible.  Before  the  day  closed,  a 
trial  with  other  vessels  bound  to  the  eastward 
satisfied  me  that  the  shij)  sa'led  well  and  steered 
easily.  The  watch  being  set  at  eight  o'clock,  as 
usual,  and  the  course  to  be  steered  during  the 
night  being  given,  1  paced  the  deck  till  midnight, 
pleased  with  the  quiet  which  had  so  suddenly 
Hucccedid  the  bustle  of  getting  away,  and  ga^e  to 
the  mind  ample  scope  to  dwell  on  scenes  past, 
present,  and  to  eoiiii'.  There  are  few  who  liave 
not  experienced  the  pain  of  liiddini,  farewell  to 
u  u 


i  I' 

■  'II' 


i 


ii  m\ 


d 


« 


»4 


SEVENTH  VOYAGE.— BE AA'ER. 


beloved  relatives,  even  tliouRli  the  time  of  separa- 
tion is  limited  to  a  few  weeks  ;  and  thence  may  be 
able  to  form  some  idea  of  their  feeling  of  desolato- 
noss,  of  home-sickness,  whose  destiny  conijiela 
them  to  separate  for  yeai-s,  perhajis  for  ever. 
Nor  could  the  flattering  confidence  manifested  by 
my  employers,  in  the  superb  ship  under  my  com- 
mand, the  valuable  cargo  consigned  to  me,  the 
entire  and  unrestricted  control  of  both,  and  the 
reasonable  prospect  of  a  happy  result,  tend  to 
diminish  the  sadness  which  a  recurrence  to  home 
invariably  produee<l.  Time,  however,  and  the 
imperious  duties  of  my  station,  gradually  lessened 
the  poignancy  fif  these  feelings  ;  and  hope,  ever- 
buoyant  hope,  cheered  the  drooping  spirits  by 
pointing  to  a  period,  though  distant,  of  a  liappy 
consunmiation  of  my  wishes. 

Our  jiassage,  as  far  as  the  pr/allel  of  the  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands,  att'orded  no  incident  worthy  of 
note.  It  was  none  other  than  the  calm,  nnrutlled 
smoothness  of  a  summer's  sea,  which,  for  those 
who  are  impatient  to  make  a  passage  quickly,  is 
much  more  irks(>ine  than  the  boisterous  weather 
peculiar  to  high  latitudes. 

While  passing  those  islands,  we  experienced 
one  of  the  tremendous  tornadoes,  so  connnon  at 
this  season,  from  the  African  shore  ;  and  from  the 
ellects  of  which  mischief  may  be  averted,  by  the 
warning  they  invariably  give.  By  clewing  up  all 
sail  in  season,  and  semlding  before  it,  wc  eseajied 
injury.  Such  squalls  are  seldom  of  ukuv  than 
lialf  an  hour's  duratiim,  when  a  calm  invariably 
succeeds,  generally  for  a  longer  jieriod  ;  during 
which  th(>  heat  is  op]nvssive,  the  atmosi)here  lile- 
li'ss,  and  the  unmanageable  ship  is  tumbling  about 
in  the  sea  caused  by  the  tornado. 

Ap]iroaching  the  equator,  we  took  the  wind  so 
early  from  the  southward,  that  1  was  not  without 
anxiety  lest  we  might  fall  to  leeward  of  Cape  St. 
Hiii|ue  ;  nor  wore  these  api>rehensions  unfoumled, 
as,  on  the  ITth  of  August,  we  saw  the  rocky  Island 
of  St.  I'liul's,  which  is  nearly  on  the  ecpiator,  bear- 
ing far  to  the  eastward  of  us  ;  and  on  the!  l!>th  were 
but  just  able  to  weather  the  rugged  Island  of 
Fernaiiilo  Noronha.  Having  passed  this  islaiid, 
and  continued  our  course  on  a  wind  to  the  .south- 
west, we  li.id  the  lira/.ilian  coast  in  sight  on  the 
'21st,  and  jtlying  to  windward,  were,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2,'<il,  close  in  with  the  town  of  I'eniam- 
buco,  which  makes  a  very  pretty  appearance 
from  the  sea. 

As  there  was  no  blockading  S(|Uadron  here,  we 
presumed  that  the  rebellion  iia('  been  <piellcd ; 
and  this  suspicion  was  soon  eonfirnu'd  by  informa- 
tion from  a  vessel,  which  we  spoke  inimediately 
from  thence,  that  the  lloyalists  had,  some  day's 
since,  gained  the  ascendancy,  and  had  caused  the 
principal  conspirators  to  beput  to  death. 

Having  next  day  passed  the  latitude  of  Cape  St. 
Augustine,  we  observed  that,  as  we  advanced  to 
the  southward,  the  wind  became  men'  easterly, 
and  finally  enabled  us  to  spread  all  our  light  sails 
to  a  favourable  breeze.  As  we  a]iproaehe(l  the 
latitude  of  the  Hut  de  la  I'lata,  we  spuke  an 
ICiiglish  brig,  juud  thither  fi-om  I<io  Janeiro,  on 
board  of  whi>  we  jiut  letters  for  iiome.  As  there 
existed  some  chance  of  obtaining  inl'ormation  that 
mi(jht  be  useful,  of  the  relative  situation  of  parties 
in  Chili,  by  touching  at  Alaldonado,  I  determined 
on  so  doing,  if  not  attended  with  too  groat  loss  of 


time  ;  but  when,  on  the  8th  of  September,  we  were 
in  sight  of  St.  Mary's,  in  thirteen  fathoms  wntor 
the  weather  was  so  thick  and  rainy,  that,  after 
lying  to  several  Iiours,  with  no  indication  of  iis 
clearing  away,  I  concluded  to  abandon  theattemiit, 
and  with  a  favourable  wind  made  all  sail  to  tlio 
southward. 

To  avoid  being  entirely  dependent  on  the  autho- 
rities of  the  Chilian  ports,  that  we  might  enter, 
for  the  replenishment  of  our  water  and  wnoil,  1 
wns  desirous  of  stopi)ing  at  the  Falkland  Islaiiils ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  steered  a  coni-se  tliat  would 
carry  me  to  the  westward  of  them,  as  long  as  tlic 
wind  permitted.  This,  however,  was  not  long  ;  for 
before  we  arrived  near  their  parallel,  repeated  and 
violent  gales  from  the  south-west  carried  us  far 
to  the  eastward  of  them.  Sati.stied  that  the  time 
re(Hiired  to  reach  them  would  bo  unprofitalily 
s])ent,  and  our  necessities  not  being  urgent,  I  gave 
up  this  plan,  and  proceeded  towar(l  Cape  Horn. 

After  experiencing  the  variety  of  winds  and 
weather  which  are  peculiar  to  a  high  latitude,  we 
were  favoured  on  the  25th  of  September  with  a 
fine  breeze  from  the  eastward,  before  which  we 
made  rapiil  advances  toward  the  Cape.  The 
breeze  continuing  the  following  day,  had  carried 
us  on  so  far  as  to  leave  no  doulit  of  being  up  with 
the  Cape  before  nnirning.  Having  by  a  goml 
observation,  at  noon,  ascert.ained  that  our  latitude 
was  about  ten  miles  south  of  the  Cape,  a  course 
was  steered  to  preserve  that  parallel ;  and,  with 
till-  advantage  of  a  niooidight  night,  wc  jirossed 
forward,  keeping  a  sharp  look-out  for  the  land. 
This  was  descried  at  two  a.m.,  in  a  direction  whieli 
led  me  to  sujipose  it  to  be  the  Cape ;  but  continu- 
ing our  course  to  the  westward,  two  hours,  another 
point  of  land  was  discovered,  which  satisfied  me 
of  my  mistake.  1  therefore  immediately  short- 
ened sail  so  as  to  admit  the  ship's  being  hauled  on 
a  wind,  if  it  should  become  necessary.  Soon  alter 
seeing  the  second  point,  'and  was  descried  to  the 
southwanl,  making  it  evident  that  we  had  been 
swept  to  the  northward  by  ,i  current,  and  were 
actually  embay(Ml.  Immediately  on  this  discovery, 
the  ship  was  laid  to,  while  we  anxiously  waited  fur 
daylight,  which  was  near  at  hand. 

When  the  light  enabled  us  to  distinguish  object.^ 
clearly,  we  found  that  if  our  position  was  not  aciii- 
ally  hazardous,  cur  safety  was  duo  rather  tn 
accident  than  prudence.  Harncvelt's  Island  w;is 
to  the  southward  of  us,  three  or  four  miles,  Imt 
Wc  could  not  weather  it.  Steering  through  n  jms- 
sage  which  opened  to  tis  between  that  island  and 
Cape  Deceit,  with  a  fino  breeze  from  north-north- 
east, we  passcil  within  three  miles  of  Cape  Horn, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  noon  were 
six  or  eight  leagues  to  the  w(>stward  of  it.  Thus, 
with  a  smooth  sea,  a  breeze  to  which  all  our  li(:lii 
sails  were  spread,  and  with  ea.se  anil  celerity,  »e 
(lassed  this  formidable  and  proverbially  terrific 
Cape  ;  the  natural  barrier  and  iiledge,  for  nsjeg 
]iast,  for  the  security  of  the  Spanish  posscssioiii' 
on  the  Chilian  and  I'eruvian  coasts. 

The  next  day  we  spoko  the  ship  Packet  of  IVi.s- 
ton,  Cai)tain  Hill,  bouinl  to  the  coast  of  Chili ;  and 
the  following  niglit  we  had  a  gal(>  of  wind  from  the 
north-west  which  brought  us  under  reefed  courses. 
The  |M'evalence  of  north-west  gales  prevented  our 
renching  tho  Island  of  Mocha  till  the  ir)tli  of 
October.     In  tlio  liopo  of  obtaining  soino  useful 
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iiiforinatiou  of  the  political  situation  of  Chili,  \vc  i 
lay  oli"  and  on  several  hours,  while  the  boat  wiis 
(los[)atche(l  for  that  purpose  ;  but  it  returned  after 
reeonnoitriuf;  the  southern  and  eastern  pru'ts  of 
the  island,  without  discovci'ing  any  traces  of  iidia- 
Litants,  or  any  other  animal  than  the  wild  horse. 
A  supi)ly  of  water  and  wood  being  now  neces- 
sary, 1  determined  to  enter  the  port  of  Talcahuana, 
presuming  that,  whether  in  possession  of  Royalists 
(ir  Patriots,  our  wants  were  manifest ;  and  that  our 
ijijlit  to  enter  their  ports  for  a  sup|(ly  was  guaran- 
teed by  treaty.  Under  these  impressions,  and  a 
kiief  that  1  had  nothing  to  api)relu!nd  from  either 
party,  while  I  conformed  to  tlie  laws  and  regula- 
tions of  the  ruling  powers,  I  directed  a  course  for 
tliat  ]>ort;  and  the  next  morning  we  were  abreast 
of  the  Island  of  !St.  Mary's.  Having  but  a  light 
breeze,  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we  had 
a  view  of  the  port,  into  which  an  American  ship 
was  entering,  and  whicii  proved  to  be  the  Essex 
(if  Nantucket,  Captain  Russell. 

A  light  air  from  the  southward  enabled  us  to 
pass  the  Island  of  Quiriijuina,  wliieli  forms  the 
southern  entrance  to  the  port  ;  and  soon  after,  it 
Ijeeanie  perfectly  calm.  While  thus  becalmed, 
we  were  boarded  by  an  officer,  who  had  just 
before  boarded  the  Essex,  and  who  stated  that 
tile  port  was  in  jxissession  of  the  I'atriots  ;  that 
lie  was  a  Patriot  officer  ;  that  the  Royal  flag  was 
kept  ilying  on  the  ships  then  in  full  view,  as  a 
(leeoy  ;  that  the  brig  Canton  was  in  port,  and 
would  be  ready  to  sail  for  Salem  in  two  or  three 
(lays,  \c.  &c. :  all  which  was  false,  excepting  tliat 
the  brig  Canton  was  in  port. 

As  the  calm  continued,  we  wei'o  obliged  to  let 
i;o  an  anchor,  and  soon  after  were  boarded  by  an 
otiloer  of  apparently  su]ierior  grade  to  the  first, 
lie  wore  an  undress  Royal  uniform,  and  demanded 
the  ship's  papeiy.  Having  examined  these,  and 
remarked  a  deficiency  of  the  sea  letter,  he  was 
about  taking  them  away,  to  which  I  would  not 
eouseiit,  and  after  some  altercation  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  leii  the  ship.  My  suspicions  were  now 
awakened  a.-,  to  the  facts  stated  liy  the  first 
olheer  who  boarded  us  ;  although  corroborated 
by  till"  second,  if  untrue,  their  object  must  fairly 
be  presumed  to  be  mischievous. 

Thus  situated,  and  with  such  appri-hensions, 
it  was  evident  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
ileeiiliiig  whether  it  was  most  judicious  to  attempt 
a  retreat  and  seek  some  other  \wvU  or  to  enter 
tills,  trusting  to  our  right  by  treaty.  In  adopting 
the  first  measure,  it  was  to  be  considered,  that 
though  wo  might  succeed  in  t)eating  off  the 
launches,  the  only  mode  of  annoyance  they  could 
use  while  the  calm  contimied,  yet  this  must  be 
with  the  loss  of  lives,  and  with  a  chance  of  failure. 
If,  however,  wo  should  succeed  in  keiping  them 
at  bay  until  a  breeze  sprung  up,  whicli  would 
enable  us  to  go  out,  the  same  wouhl  ai<l  the  shijis 
of  war  to  i)ur8ue  us  ;  and  we  could  no  mure 
latiiinally  exjiect  to  outsail  a  frigate,  than  we 
euuld  successfully  resi.st  her.  A  failui-e  in  either 
of  these  attemi)t8  might  be  urged  as  a  justifiable 
cause  of  condemnation.  It  was  no  h'ss  obvious, 
tlwit,  if  these  ships  were  a  part  of  the  Uoyal  luivy, 
the  Royalists  must  possess  the  ascendancy  at 
sea  ;  iirwhicii  case,  it  was  probable  that  the  port 
of  Valparaiso  woulil  bo  blockaded;  and  to  be 
taken  aitempting   to    enter   there,  after  liaving 


forced  my  way  from  here,  and  w  itli  a  Royal  officer 
on  board  to  detail  the  circumstances,  could  not 
fail  to  be  attended  with  disastrous  cconseiiuences. 

On  tile  other  liand,  liowevcr  vexatious  and 
aunoying  tlie  conduct  of  the  government  towards 
us  might  be,  from  the  resentment  they  would 
feel,  on  suspicion  of  our  intention  to  traffic  with 
those  they  termed  rebels,  such  suspicion  ought 
not  to  endanger  the  property  under  any  circum- 
stances ;  and  more  especially  when  there  existed 
the  most  undeniable  evidence  of  such  necessity 
as  had  been  provided  for  by  treaty.  With  these 
impressions,  and  in  the  worst  event,  that  of  the 
Royalists  being  in  possession  of  the  place,  the 
least  of  the  two  evils  seemed  to  be  tlu\t  of  jilaciiig 
myself  in  their  power,  and  manifesting  no  appre- 
hension for  the  result  ;  in  accordance  with  this 
conviction,  I  made  no  resistance  to  the  admittance 
of  the  armed  men  on  board,  who  were  sent  to 
take  charge  of  us.  These,  however,  were  alleged 
by  the  officer  to  be  put  on  boaril  for  our  safety, 
to  guard  us  against  the  enemy  who  possessed  the 
neighbouring  shore,  from  which  we  were  distant 
about  one  mile. 

Having  a  breeze  early  the  next  morning,  we 
weighed  anchur,  and  after  making  two  or  three 
tacks,  under  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  anchored 
again  in  front  of  the  town,  lietween  the  Veloz 
and  Sebastiiini,  men-of-war.  Here  a  guard  from 
the  shore  relieved  those  who  first  came  on  board  ; 
and  hero  we  were  all  confined  to  the  ship,  and 
jirohibited  any  communieation  with  the  slime,  or 
with  our  countrymen  of  the  brig  Canton,  which 
lav  near  us. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

r^ails  unbent.— Intertliange  of  Letters  with  tlie  (M)veinor. 

— riifortuiiate  Selection  of  a    I'ort.— Situation  of  tliu 

Hoyal  iuiil  I'atriot  Korees.— Visit  from  the  Autlmiities. 

Slicteh  of  tlioin Tlieir  Ohjeet  .^nd  Dcteiniinatiuii.— 

Hopeless  t'a.se.— Some  llesourees. 
In  the  afternoon  our  sails  were  unbent,  an 
iiiisuecessful  attempt  "as  matle  to  unhang  the 
rudder,  and  all  (exee|)ting  two)  (jf  the  seamen 
taken  away  and  put  on  board  other  ships.  During 
the  afternoon  and  the  follnw  ing  day,  several  letters 
were  interchanged  between  the  military  Covernor 
and  myself,  all  of  which  showed  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  appropriate  the  ship  and  cargo  to  the 
use  of  govermuent. 

It  was  now  evident,  that  we  could  not  have 
selected  a  pt)rt  on  the  coast  where  so  much  siis- 
liicion  of  sinister  intentions  would  be  I'xciteil  ; 
where  the  rulers  would  be  more!  hostile  to  us; 
or  where,  from  the  entire  exhaustion  of  the  mili- 
tary chest,  there  could  exist  so  good  an  apology 
for  acting  on  the  principle,  that  "  necessity  knows 
no  law."  Hence  it  was  apparent,  that  if  e\er 
the  property  should  bo  released,  it  probably  would 
not  be  till  after  such  a  protracted  period  of  litiga- 
tion in  a  Spanish  tribunal  as  would  wear  out  my 
patience,  if  not  my  life. 

We  now  ascertained,  that  the  city  i>f  Conccp- 
tion  and  all  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay  were  in 
possession  of  the  Patriots,  who,  with  a  strong 
force,  werel)esieging  Talcahuana,  and  daily  throw- 
ing shells  into  the  town;  while  .he  Ibiyal  I'mves, 
confined  within  their  lines  to  the  peninsula,  were 
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kept  on  tlic  t]ui  vivr,  by  tlie  frcijiiciit  denioiistra- 
tioiis  of  ail  attack. 

On  the  followiii)5  day,  we  wore  visited  Iiy  all  the 
iniiiortaiit  fipietinnaries  of  the  government,  iiielud- 
in;;  the  military  (iovernor,  a  Hketeh  of  whom, 
which  a  coni|iuIsory  ac(iuaintanco  afterwards 
enabled  mo  to  take,  may  be  projicrly  introduced 
at  this  time.  The  .snpreme  cliiiF,  or  (iovernor 
Intenihuito  of  the  Province  of  (.'Diiecption,  was 
Jose  Ordonez,  a  European,  but  whether  a  descend. 
ant  of  tlie  one  o*"  hat  name,  of  whom  honouralile 
mentiou  is  made  in  the  history  of  the  I'enowned 
Knight  of  La  Maneha,  1  could  not  learn.  He  lield 
the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Royal  army,  had  seen 
much  service  iu  the  late  war,  and,  from  liaving 
been  a  prisoner  in  France,  had  derived  the  doulile 
advantage  of  attaining  some  knowledge  of  the 
French  language,  and  of  aenuiring  the  happy  mode 
of  appropriating  tlie  iiroperty  of  others  to  tlioir 
own  particular  use,  which  bo  distinguished  tliat 
nation  at  the  time  of  his  captivity.  His  manners 
were  those  of  a  gentleman  ;  and  liis  character  a 
counterpart  to  that  which  Tacitus  has  drawn  of 
Tibevius.  His  stature  was  rather  lielow  middling; 
his  physiognomy  dark  and  forbidding.  His  eye- 
lids hung  lialf  over  the  balls  of  his  eyes,  after  the 
manner  in  which  a  toper  is  usually  drawn,  and 
were  so  remarkable,  that,  had  he  lived  in  tliose 
times  of  yore  when  the  peculiar  properties  of  a 
ntan  gave  him  a  name,  as  "  Long-shanks,"  "  Uald- 
head,"  &c.  he  would  perhaps  liave  obtained  the 
sobriquet  of"  Loppcd-eyed." 

The  character  ne\t  in  im]>ortancc,  among  my 
guests,  was  the  Fiscal  of  tlej  iloyal  Hacienda,  or 
chief  of  the  civil  di-partment,  Don  Santiago  Asea- 
cibar  Murube,  a  native  of  ( Md  .Spain,  and  a  hater 
of  all  foreigners.  He  derived  his  station  and  eon- 
seiiuence,  not  less  from  the  scarcity  of  men  possess- 
ing the  reipiisite  talents  for  the  olHce,  than  from 
the  efforts  of  iuHuential  friends,  a  prepossessing 
figure,  aad  a  degree  of  assurance  bordering  on 
imiiudence,  which  gave  him  a  currency  with  some 
of  the  most  respectable  families  of  Lima.  He  was 
proverbially  unprincipled,  in  a  eonununity  where 
morality  is  but  little  esteemed,  .\fter  his  return 
to  liinia,  and  in  conformity  with  the  usual  jiraetice 
of  such  sinners,  he  volinitarlly  banished  himself 
from  society  during  a  fortnight,  entered  a  eimvent, 
and  submitted  tu  the  ]>enanee,  renuired  by  its 
rules,  for  that  period  ;  then  eanie  out  cleansed  from 
his  sins,  and  prepared  to  begin  a  new  score. 

The  third  grand  [imp  of  the  State,  in  this  com- 
pany,  was  the  Assessor,  or  great  law  (;iUeer,  the 
man  wlio  inifrrogatoil  us,  ami,  by  the  successful 
issue  of  this  labour,  showtil  to  bis  astonished 
ootmtrymen,  that  he  could  lU'tect  guilt  wlioro  none 
existed,  .luan  Jose  Kgiiilu/.,  tlie  sulimissivc  tool 
of  the  two  preceding  rogut  s,  was  a  half-starved, 
lank,  pale,  doleful-looking  fellow,  from  whom, 
however,  C'lesar  would  have  hail  no  apprelunsions 
of  the  subversion  of  the  ;;ovirnnieut,  as  he  was 
entirely  destitute  of  any  one  of  the  iiualilieatioiis 
recpiisite,  except  an  entire  want  of  principle.  His 
appointment  to  the  ollice  of  A.sscssor  must  hav.- 
been  the  effect  of  blind  partiality,  or  of  that  chance 
which  olfered  no  selection,  or,  pr<ibali|y,  of  the  yvf- 
sumption,  that,  in  .so  obscure  a  plii'ce  as  'i'alca- 
hunmi,  no  oHieial  duties  would  be  reipiireil  of  him. 

The  last,  though  not  (he  Kast  intluential  charac- 
ter, among  my  visitors,  was  the  (.'ommissary  of  the 


army,  Don  Mattias  du  la  Fuente,  the  Abbe  .Siius 
of  Talcahuana.  Though  a  native  of  this  comit'iv, 
the  King  liad  no  subject  more  devotedly  attaclit'ij' 
to  his  govninient,  no  one  who  was  a  more  bitter 
enemy  to  the  Patriot  cause.  Witii  the  maniRij 
and  urbanity  of  a  gentleman,  he  combined  the 
duplicity  and  cunning  of  a  Spanish  courtier.  Ih. 
took  no  other  resiionsibility  in  the  measures  ptir. 
sued  agaii.st  us,  than  to  represent  to  the  govern- 
ment, that  there  was  no  money  in  the  Royal  chest, 
that  ho  was  destitute  of  the  means  of  paying  tliu 
army,  whose  arrears  were  so  great,  and  whose 
necessities  were  i:o  urgent,  tliat  symj)toms  of  dis- 
content among  them  were  daily  manifested,  mid 
that  there  was  no  other  resource  for  the  allevia- 
tion of  that  evil,  than  to  approi)riate  the  cargo  iif 
the  Ueaver.  With  characteristic  duplicity,  while 
he  was  daily  making  professions  of  friendship,  and 
encouraging  a  hope  of  the  release  of  the  property, 
lie  wiis  labouriii;.:  for  its  confiscation,  and  was 
earnestly  engaged  in  producing  that  ruin  wliieli 
he  affected  to  lament.  Such  were  the  men  in 
whose  power  it  was  now  my  cruel  destiny  to  be 
jilaced.  On  their  fiat  liung  the  fate  of  the  valualile 
ship  Beaver  and  cargo  ;  and  with  them  my  own 
fortui'j  and  future  prospects. 

Althougii  the  ostensible  object  of  this  visit  was 
to  see  if  our  necessities  were  as  urgent  as  rejiorted, 
it  was  very  evident,  that,  iu  reality,  it  was  to 
search  for  some  grounds  to  prove  that  they  wore 
feignetl,  in  order  to  justify  the  higlidianded  wn- 
sures  uiioa  wliich  they  had  evidently  ahcaJv 
determined.  Among  other  proofs  e(|ually  frivo- 
lous, they  tasted  the  bilge-water  from  the  pumps. 
and  declared  it  to  be  sweet.  This  falsehood  was 
contrived  to  substantiate  another,  namely,  that  the 
water  in  the  hold  being  ]ialatable,  was  evidence  ot 
our  supply  having  beeu  pnriiosely  started  to  inakt 
a  show  of  necessity.  If  there  had  been  anv 
doubts  relative  to  our  fate  before  this  visit,  none 
could  exist  afterwards  ;  as  tlie  Fiscal  had  alrea.K 
been  so  incautious  as  to  prejudge  the  caiire,  h\ 
declaring  the  ship  and  cargo  to  be  good  prize. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  conveying  an 
idea  of  my  distress,  now  that  I  realised  the  scciii 
of  trouble  which  awaited  me.  I  saw  at  once  inv 
fair  pros]n'cts  blasted  ;  the  flattering  hopes  ij 
meeting  my  family,  with  a compeU'iicy,  at  no  vay 
distant  period,  annihilated ;  tlie  satisfaction  of  an 
approving  welcome  from  my  employer,  without  :i 
chance  of  b'.'iiig  realised.  Uesides  this,  I  was  c 'ii- 
scions  that  these  calamities,  whidi  were  onlv  :i 
pr(du<le  to  others,  were  produced  bj  the  iiuiv 
aeeidont  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  those  wIim 
possessed  but  barely  sullicient  jiower  to  eiifrnv' 
their  views,  while  their  inhumanity  would  not  lii>: 
fate  to  take  my  life,  if  necessary  for  the  furtlin' 
anee  of  their  object.  I  knew,  too,  that  they  weiv 
igiU)rant,  even  of  the  existence  of  any  treaty,  In 
which  my  rights  were  secured;  and  entirely  mek- 
less  of  eonsenuenees.  .Ml  these  conspired  t<' 
plunge  me  into  an  abyss  of  misery  ;  to  jirescni  n 
prosjieet  so  gloomy,  so  o]>iircssive,  so  fniught  will! 
W(je,  that  the  situation  id'  one  conscious  that  iii' 
life  was  liiiiited  to  the  next  setting  sun,  apiHaivl 
envialile  to  me. 

Such  prostration  of  s)iirit,  Iiowever,  wa?  of  \m  ! 
momentary  duration.     'I  his  was   neither  the  first 
nor  second  time,  that  my  j)rospeet8  in   life  \m\ 
been  involved  iu  eciualilarkuess,  and  had  beensin' 
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oeeded  by  days  of  sunshine  ;  and  though  1  could 
not  now  perceive  any  chance  of  extricating  my- 
s(df,  I  felt  sucli  coniidenco  that  a  way  would  be 
oiiened,  that  I  soon  recovered  that  elasticity  of 
sjiirits  which  is  iiecessiiry  to  insure  success  in  any 
entei'prise. 

Revolving  in  my  mind  the  various  modes  which 
might  possibly  occur  for  the  recovery  of  this  jiro- 
perty,  the  first,  and  a  very  (jrobable  one,  was  the 
arrival  of  the  Ontario,  which,  from  the  notice  in  the 
papers  of  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  the  United 
States,  might  be  daily  expected  ;  and  her  presence 
would  have  had  an  immediate  tendency  to  cause  its 
release.  The  second,  was  the  known  incirase  of 
the  Patriot  forci;,  and  the  hope  that  they  might 
b>eome  masters  of  the  place  before  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  ship.  The  third,  was  the  ho|)e  and 
expectation  that  tlie  Viceroy,  aware  of  the  ineom- 
pitoncy  of  the  authorities  at  Taleahuana  to  judge 
in  maritime  cases,  no  less  than  of  their  want  of 
moral  i)rineiple,  would  order  the  ship  to  Lima. 

Tliese  welt;  the  means  which  presented  1 1  mo 
some  chance  of  escape  from  the  immediate  thral- 
dom under  which  I  was  writhing.  A  more  remote 
l)rospect  was  that  of  the  interference  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States.  I  did  not  doubt 
that  a  demand  would  be  made  for  this  property, 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  must  be 
complied  with  ;  though  probably  at  so  remote  a 
jieriod,  as  to  make  it  of  little  benefit  to  me. 
These  modes  of  relief,  however,  being  foreign  to 
myself,  were  not  agreeable  to  me,  nor  did  my 
forlorn  situation  ever  reconcile  mo  to  the  idea  of 
being  indebted  to  foreign  aid  to  extricate  me  from 
my  cmbarrassmeuts. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Kxamination  by  the  Assessor — Libcrlj-  to  go  on  Sliore. — 
I'.scaiiu  to  tlio  i;ticniy  i>f  the  Itcavcr'a  Men — IiKliRnatkin 
of  the  I'di'iiliice.— Aiiiinjiuice  of  Sentries.— Arrival  of 
the  VoiiRanza.— I'ut  tlie  (liiaril  to  Slocp.— Answer  the 
Watehwiinl.— I'lan  uf  taliiiiK'thel'rigate  — (.  uiiseiiueiicee. 
—Sounding  tlie  Men liayappointeJ.— Disupiiointmeiit. 

Tin;  irksomeness  of  being  confined  to  tlie  limits 
of  the  ship,  after  a  passage  of  one  hmuh'cd  and  ten 
days,  was  very  great  ;  and  the  misfortune  of  ar- 
riving at  a  besieged  place,  where  neither  fresh 
provisions  nor  vegetables  were  to  be  obtained, 
lliimgh  circumstances  in  themselves  trifling  when 
compared  with  the  loss  of  the  in'operty,  were, 
nevertheless,  so  iirovokiiig,  as  to  produce  an  im- 
patience and  irritability,  while  under  examination, 
which  was  occasionally  manifested  in  such  dis- 
respectful and  even  insulting  replies,  as  tdten  to 
break  off  tlie  proceedings  ;  and  sometimes  to  pro- 
voki"  a  threat  of  imprisonment.  The  <[uesiions 
were  put  by  the  Assessor,  through  the  medium  of 
a  sailor  as  interpreter,  who  understood  either  lan- 
guage so  imperfectly,  that  1  had  frequent  occasion 
to  correct  him.  This  tedinus  and  often  ludicrous 
business  was  continued  with  me  about  ten  days  ; 
after  which,  the  two  mates,  boatswain,  and  two 
seamen,  were  by  turns  subjected  to  a  like  tedious 
examination. 

Nearly  a  month  had  been  spent  in  this  way, 
and  wi-  had  not  been  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  or 
lo  have  any  communication  with  the  Canton's 
men.     At  length,  the  examination  being  finished, 


orders  were  given  that  wo  should  be  permitted  to 
go  on  shore  lor  exercise  and  recreation  ;  but  at  a 
distiincc  from  tho  town,  and  always  guarded  by  a 
Soldier.  We  had  been  in  tht;  enjoyment  of  this 
indulgence  but  a  few  days,  when,  on  the  l.lth  of 
November,  the  boatswain,  carpenter,  clerk,  and 
three  boys,  being  ashore  in  the  jolly-boat,  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  the  soldier  sent  to  guard  them, 
escaped  in  the  boat,  and  were  half-way  across  the 
bay  towiu'd  the  enemy  before  the  alarm  was  given. 
As  soon  as  it  was  known  on  l)oard  the  men-of- 
war,  all  their  light  boats  were  sent  in  pursuit ;  and 
although  they  approached  so  as  to  be  finally  within 
musketbliot,  and  kept  firing,  yet  no  one  was  in- 
jured, and  they  reached  the  shore  in  safety.  Their 
efforts  had  lui'n  watched  liy  the  Patriots,  and  upon 
their  landing  a  party  of  cavalry  apjieared,  to  re- 
ceive and  jirotect  them.  The  ship's  boat  was 
recovered  and  brought  back  by  the  pursuers. 

This  was  an  event  which,  as  might  be  expected, 
set  the  whole  poimlaee  and  garrison  in  commotion. 
There  were  no  epithets  too  bad  for  us  ;  the  belief 
was  current  that  we  had  an  understanding  and 
communication  witli  the  P  riots,  and  conse- 
quently that  then.'  ought  to  ijo  no  hesitation  in 
confiscating  the  shi|)  and  cargo,  and  putting  us  in 
prison.  It  was  fortunate  for  me  that,  at  the  time 
the  alarm  was  given,  I  was  with  the  Governor, 
who,  for  a  moment,  suspected  me  of  being  privy 
to  it ;  but  after  a  little  reflection,  and  my  assur- 
ance of  innocence,  he  acknowledged  having  done 
me  injustice.  Nevertheless,  the  guard  on  board 
had  onhrs  to  be  more  vigilant ;  additional  sentries 
were  placed  between  decks,  who,  by  passing  the 
word  from  one  to  another,  and  thence  to  the 
sentries  on  deck,  kept  up  such  a  continual  bawling 
all  night  as  made  it  iinpussible  to  sleep. 

The  sjianker  and  foretopmast  staysail,  which 
had  been  kept  bent  to  facilitate  in  keeping  a  clear 
hawse,  were  now  unbent  and  taken  away.  A 
search  was  made  for  arms,  and  every  musket, 
pistol,  sabre,  and  boanling-pike  they  could  find 
removed.  This  excessive  caution  ■^nd  annoyance 
lasted  only  two  or  three  days,  when  it  gradually 
ceased,  and  we  Iiad  even  more  liberty  than  before 
the  occurrence.  Not  doubting  that  our  arms 
would  be  taken  away,  we  had  used  tho  jirecaution 
to  secrete  as  many  pistols,  and  sabres,  and  as 
much  powder  and  ball,  as  it  was  possilile  occasion 
might  demand,  anil  these  remained  undiscovered. 

On  the  20tli  of  November,  the  Uoyal  naval  force 
was  augmented  by  the  arrival,  from  Lima,  of  tho 
frigate  Vengan/a,  :if  forty-four  guns,  and  the  brigs 
of  war  Pezuela  and  Potrillo.  More  than  a  month 
had  elap-ed  since  our  arrival  ;  and  so  little  had 
been  doin-  toward  a  decision  in  our  case,  that  we 
had  abundant  evidence,  that  the  proverbially- 
sluggish  manner  of  doing  business,  so  peculiar  to 
the  S|iani;ih  people,  was  in  no  degree  to  be  de- 
viated  from  in  tlie  present  instance.  Their  jiro- 
gross  had  been  at  such  a  snail-like  pace,  that 
unless  affected  by  some  political  change,  moiith.s, 
if  hot  years,  must  pass  away  bi fore  I  could  ration- 
ally expect  to  be  jirovided  with  those  documents 
wliich  were  requisite  for  my  own  jnstilieation  to 
owners  and  underwriters  ;  no  less  than  to  enable 
them  to  substantiate  their  claim  against  the  Spa- 
ni.'-)li  government. 

The  iirospeel  of  dragging  on,  f.r  .in  indefinite 
period,  the  wretched  existence  which    1   had  en- 
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duri'd  since  an-ivinp;  at  tliia  jiort,  was  insiqujortablf. 
•MortifioU  at  tlio  liuiniliatiii^  position  in  wliicli  I 
was  jiiactMl,  i;oa(lt'il  !>}•  tlic  long  train  of  evils  wiiieli 
would  incvitaMy  ••csiilt  to  me  from  the  loss  of  this 
j)n)perty,  and  driven  to  lespcration  by  my  inability 
to  perceive  any  prospect  of  a  termination  to  sueh 
misery,  1  vi.-wed  destruction,  in  an  efi'ort  to  free 
myself,  as  an  evil  of  less  magnitude,  and  therefore 
determined,  if  I  could  induce  my  men  to  join  me, 
to  |>ut  in  execution  a  plan  which  I  had  long  metli- 
tated  ;  and  which,  like  all  revolutionary  move- 
ments, would  be  deemed  praiseworthy  or  lawless, 
as  the  residt  shoulil  prove  successful  or  otherwise. 

While  lying  between  the  Spanish  vessels  of  war 
where  our  ship  was  first  anchored,  I  had  u  good 
opportunity  of  noticing  the  absence  of  i)roper  and 
ordinary  discipline.  During  more  than  a  month 
F  paced  the  IJeuver's  deck  every  night,  often  until 
the  middle  watch  had  nearly  worn  away  ;  and  ob- 
served, that  more  than  half  the  time  the  sentries 
were  so  deficient  in  vigilance,  as  to  be  hailed  seve- 
ral times  before  answering.  I'erceiving  the  ad- 
vantage that  might  result,  if  I  could  substitute  my 
answer  for  that  of  the  sentry  on  board  our  ship, 
I  often  took  the  trumpet,  and  found  my  "  alcrto" 
to  be  as  current  as  that  of  the  Spanish  sentry.  I 
noticed,  also,  that  a  great  nnmber  of  men  were 
sent  away  in  the  launches  every  night,  to  guard 
some  weak  points  at  the  eastern  extri'mity  of  the 
town.  With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  feasibility 
of  rendering  nugatory  our  guard  of  twenty  .soldiers, 
I  tried  the  e\|ierinient  of  giving  them  a  can  of 
grog  mixed  with  a  little  laudanum,  which  put  them 
all  into  so  |irot'uund  a  slei'])  for  several  hou"  •  as  to 
give  us  entire  control   of    t!ie  ship  ;    •  Mim- 

stance  which  was  concealed   from  the:  jors 

by  my  "  ((/.';7o'' pa.ssing   for  that   of  per 

sentry. 

With  these  preliminary  experiences,  and  my 
L^eneral  knowledge  of  the  slovenly  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  otiicers  and  men  were  (ler- 
formed  on  board  .Spanish  ships  of  war,  it  ajipeared 
to  me,  that  if  a  favourable  opportunity  [iresented, 
and  my  n\en  were  resolute,  we  might  take  the 
commodore's  shi|)  by  a  .yk//)  demuin.  It  nmst  be 
obviou>',  that  the  carrying  out  successfully  the 
plan  1  hail  formeil,  must  depend  on  obtaining 
pn.ssession  of  the  fastest-sailing  ship.  This  1  had 
ascertained  to  be  the  Vengaii/.a.  Once  in  posses- 
sion of  this  ship,  it  woulii  not  reiiuire  more  than 
two  or  three  hours  before  we  should  have  brought 
her  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Vincent's,  which 
is  only  about  two  miles  to  windward  of  Talca- 
huaiia.  About  one  mile  east  of  this  bay  were  en- 
camped the  Patriot  (or  besiegiu',')  army,  the  com- 
mander of  which  could  not  fail  to  ])'rceive  the 
advantiige  which  fortune  would  have  thus  thrown 
in  his  way,  and  would  lose  no  timi;  in  furnishing 
the  number  of  men  reijuisite  for  the  perrormance 
of  the  various  duties  on  board.  These  could  be 
embarked,  and  a  return  to  Talcahuana  effected 
in  twelve  hours  from  the  time  of  having  left  there, 
if  neces,sary  ;  but  it  is  probable  a  lew  additional 
hours  might  have  been  rei|uired  to  adjust  the 
mode  of  proceeding.  A  vigorous  and  simultaneous 
attack,  by  this  frigate  on  one  side,  and  by  the  Pa- 
triot army  on  the  other,  would  cause  the  surrender 
of  the  town  and  sliip|)ing  in  a  very  short  time. 

I  should  then  have  g.'iined  pos'ie.ssiou  of  the 
lJea\er,  with  the  principal   part  of  her  cargo  yet 


on  board.  But  this  constituted  only  a  small  ))avt 
of  my  plan.  Tiie  nuiin  object  was  then  to  revo- 
lutionise the  kingdom  of  I'eru  ;  ami  to  etlect  this 
purposi',  the  way  apjjcared  to  be  clear,  and  not 
very  ditfi'Milt,  if  I  could  induce  the  Chilian  gene- 
ral  to  furnish  me  with  the  rei|uisite  lunnber  of 
men  ;  which  as  they  were  no  longer  wanted  at 
'I'alcahuana,  it  was  presumable  he  would  readily 
do.  With  the  Vengau/'.a  tlms  manned,  and  before 
the  possibility  of  any  account  of  these  transaction.^ 
reaching  the  blockading  squailron  off  Valparaiso, 
I  would  proceed  thither  with  Spanish  colours  fly. 
ing,  sheer  alongside  the  Commodore's  ship,  the 
J'.smeralda,  before  those  on  board  liad  any  sus- 
picion of  danger,  and  take  her,  probably,  without 
losing  a  man.  The  brigs  of  w:ir  composing  a  part 
of  the  bl.ickading  force  would  tlieii  surrender 
without  resistance. 

When  I  liad  thus  been  the  means  of  placiii:; 
in  the  power  of  the  Ciiili:iii  government  the  whole 
naval  force  of  I'eru,  my  personal  services  would 
be  no  longer  necessary.  The  immense  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  it  could  not  fail  to  be 
]ierceived  and  acknowledged  by  them.  The 
means  of  revolutionising  I'eru  woidd  be  now  in 
their  jiower  ;  and  if  promptly  and  judiciously  used, 
could  hardly  fail  of  success.  To  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  escape  of  any  intelligence  to  the  IVru- 
vians,  and  while  the  fleet  was  i)re|)aring  for  inva- 
sion, an  embargo  would  b<>  indispensable.  As  it 
would  be  obvious  to  the  Chilian  government,  that 
their  chaiu'e  of  success  would  greatly  <lepend  en 
despatch,  it  is  presumable  that  more  tiian  ordinary 
eH'orts  would  be  made  for  the  attainment  of  this 
oliject.  Knterinjj  the  bay  of  Callao  with  Spanish 
colours  Hying,  the  people  of  the  town  would  imnie. 
diately  recognise  their  own  ships  ;  and  as  they 
had  had,  for  a  long  time,  the  ascemlancy  on  the 
ocean,  would  have  no  su.spicion  of  their  being  in 
possession  of  the  enemy.  They  would,  therefore, 
be  taken  completely  by  surprise  ;  before  recovei- 
ing  from  which,  the  (Chilians  would  have  becinne 
nuisters  of  the  fortress,  of  the  town,  and  of  the 
shipiiing. 

Thus,  amid  (he  |ire.ssure  of  nusfortuiie,  were  my 
s))irits  buoyed  up  with  the  prospect  of  a  change  in 
my  afl'airs  ;  |.essibly  a  brilliant  one,  conducting  to 
fame,  to  fortune,  to  the  chastisement  of  my  perse- 
cutors, and,  mori'  L;ratit'yiiig  than  all,  to  the  resto- 
ration of  their  prn|ierty  to  my  emiiloyers,  with 
abundant  advantage. 

The  desperate  measure,  the  execution  of  which 
i\ow  oecu|)ied  my  .--li cpiiigas  well  as  waking  hours, 
iii  which  the  lives  of  niyself  and  associates,  as  well 
as  those  of  innocent  Spanish  seamen,  would  lii' 
jeopardised  or  .sacrificed,  I  was  aware  woidd 
be  viewed  by  koiik;  as  high-handed,  lawless,  an<l 
piratical  ;  by  others  as  a  just  retaliation  for  the 
injuries  I  had  suffered  ;  and,  by  a  greater  number, 
as  favouring  the  clforls  of  an  oppressed  iieojile, 
for  the  overthrow  of  a  despotic  government,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  liberal  one  in  its  stead, 
highly  commendable. 

IJut  to  )ierceive  or  feel  the  full  force  of  the 
motives  by  which  1  was  actuated,  it  is  projier  to 
refer  to  some  scenes  in  my  niirrativc,  already  de- 
tailed,—sueh  as,  the  fruit  of  many  years  of  my 
hard  earnings  being  swept  olf,  and  myself  and  fa- 
niily  ri'diu-ed  to  poverty,  by  the  robbery  of  Admi- 
ral********, sanctioueii  by  a  wicked  juilgo  of 
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Vice-Ailmiralty,  without  a  jiistifiuble  cause,  and 
ill  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations;  next,  the 
treacherous,  mean,  and  cowardly  nianrer,  in 
which,  liy  order  of  Napoleon,  my  vessel  and  i-arjjo 
was  stolen  from  mc  by  Murat  ;  and  now,  without 
liavini;  violated  any  law,  or  deviated  in  any  decree 
iViiin  the  tenor  (d'  tlie  cxistinj;  treaty,  beiiifj  again 
strippeil  of  my  projierty,  recluced  to  penury,  and 
i,'oaded  witli  the  prospect  of  tlie  long  train  of  evils 
which  were  inevitable.  Let  such  repeated  and 
dee|)ly -distressing  wrongs  be  brought  home  to  the 
breast  of  any  one  ;  and  if  tlioy  be  not  considered 
siitticient  to  justify  the  measure  on  which  I  had 
ili'termined,  they  will  du  much  tuvvardti  extenuat- 
ing it. 

immediately  after  the  augmentation  of  the  naval 
fdive,  mentioned  to  have  taken  place  on  the  2()th 
of  November,  such  security  was  felt  by  the  autho- 
rities of  Taleahiiana,as  induced  them  to  return  to 
the  lieaver  her  shiji's  company,  who,  excepting 
those  who  had  escaped  to  the  I'atriots,  had  been 
Kept  as  prisoners  from  tlu;  time  of  onr  arrival. 
This  was  a  measure  I  had  anticipated  ;  and  but 
for  which  the  plan  must  have  been  abandoned,  as 
I  had  no  access  to  them  when  away  from  the  shi|>. 

Ill  a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Vengan/a, 
the  small  vessels  of  war  put  to  sea,  leaving  in 
port,  besides  that  ship,  only  the  .Sebastiana,  a 
lieavy-sailing  vessel.  The  activity  and  enterprise 
of  the  besiegers  was  such  as  to  make  a  reiiuisition 
of  all  the  men  they  could  spare  from  the  ships  of 
war,  to  guard,  during  the  nights,  the  vulnerable 
points  east  of  the  town.  tJn  this  duty,  and  on 
tliat  recjuired  elsewhere,  so  many  men  were  ne- 
cessary, that  tlu!  Veiiganza  was  often  left  with 
short  of  a  hundred  on  board  ;  and  the  crew  of  the 
other  ship  was  weakened  proportionally.  The 
time,  therefore,  had  now  arrived  to  mature  the 
plan,  and  to  put  it  in  execution  with  the  least 
di'lay  possible. 

The  great  delicacy  and  caution  requisite  to  be 
observed  in  sounding  the  men,  iind  in  ascertaining 
if  they  would  engage  heartily  in  the  cuntemplated 
enterprise,  must  l)e  obvious  to  all  who  are  capable 
of  apiireciating  the  danger  cd'  trusting  to  sailors  a 
secret  involving  such  consequences  as  a  discovery 
Would  create.  It  would  have  been  manifestly  im- 
prudent to  open  the  plan  to  the  crew  neiierally, 
iiuieh  before  the  time  when  it  was  to  be  put  in 
execution  ;  for,  though  1  had  no  doubt  of  their 
ti  lelity,  yet  as  some  of  them  would  get  drunk 
when  tiiey  had  an  opportunity,  the  secret  might 
eseajie  tluni  v. liilo  in  that  state. 

t'lioosing  a  pro])er  time,  when  least  likely  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  guard  on  board,  1 
invited  two  of  the  most  trustworthy  of  my  men 
into  the  cabin  ;  when  carefully  shutting  the  door, 
and  looking  all  round  to  bo  sure  that  nobody 
could  hear  us,  I  began  by  expressing  my  satisfac- 
tion with  their  conduct  since  leaving  New  York, 
and  my  regret  at  the  misfortune  we  were  now 
sulfering,  to  which  1  could  perceive  no  prospect 
of  an  end.  I  then  observed,  that  as  it  was  always 
an  object  with  me  to  |)romote,  as  much  as  was  in 
my  ))ower,  the  hajipiness  and  comfort  of  the  men 
under  my  command,  I  trusted  they  were  satisfied 
with  the  treatment  they  had  received  from  me 
tiius  far  ;  to  which  they  readily  assented.  Their 
curiosity  seemed  now  to  bo  alive  to  know  what 
"as  coming  next  ;    perceiving  whieh,  I  assured 


them  of  my  conviction  that  the  sliip  and  cargo 
would  be  condemned  ;  of  which  they  also  said 
they  had  no  doubt.  1  spoke  to  them  of  the  out- 
rage of  this  iict,  performed  by  ignorant  blockheads 
ill  defiance  of  a  solemn  treaty  made  with  their 
King;  stated  to  them,  that  though  restitution 
would  be  made,  it  would  be  so  long  first,  as  to  be 
little  beneficial  to  us  ;  that  we  had  no  other  pro- 
spect before  us  than  being  left  in  a  strange  land, 
without  the  means  of  support  ;  that  tamely  to 
submit  to  such  crmdty,  while  any  means  of  redress 
was  within  our  reach,  would  be  disgraceful  ;  that 
any  measures,  however  violent,  for  extricating 
ouinelvcs,  were  not  only  justifiable,  but  meritor'- 
ous  ;  and  that,  by  a  well-timed  and  bold  effort,  we 
could  obtain  for  oui-selvcs  liberty,  fortune,  and 
the  chastisement  ot  our  enemies.  They  declared, 
that  nothing  would  please  them  better  than  to 
engage  in  any  plan  by  whieh  they  could  get  clear 
of  these  dirty  Spaniards,  and  give  them  a  good 
whipping,  in  which,  they  siiid,  they  knew  evei-y 
man  of  tlie  Heaver  would  heartily  join. 

1  then  stated  to  them  my  conviction  of  the 
practicability  of  our  making  ourselves  masters  of 
the  Veiiganza,  and  the  long  train  of  brilliant  con. 
seiiuences  that  would  result  from  it,  as  already 
detailed.  They  started  at  this,  and  seemed  to  be 
disappointed  in  not  having  jiroposed  to  them  a 
plan  of  less  ditticult  accomplishment.  One  of 
them  said  it  was  too  hazardous,  the  odds  were  too 
great  against  us;  the  other  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  I  agreed  with  them  that  they  were  right, 
on  thi'  supposition  of  an  open  attack  ;  but  that, 
taking  them  by  surprise,  we  should  obtain  ])osscs- 
sioii  of  the  ship  before  being  opposed  by  an  etjual 
number  to  our  own,  as  had  been  the  case  in  nu- 
merous instances,  of  vessels  taken  by  suriirise, 
where  the  disparity  in  the  relative  force  was 
efiually  great.  Among  other  instances  within  my 
knowk'dge,  I  mentioned  to  them  that  of  Captain 
.Surcoutfe,  who,  with  only  eight  men,  took  an 
English  Indiaman,  with  more  than  one  hundred 
men  on  board,  in  Balasore  Roads,  and  brought 
her  safe  to  the  Isle  of  France.  The  relation  of 
this  fact  seemed  to  give  them  renewed  spirit,  and 
to  lessen  their  belief  in  their  first  inipvession  of 
the  extent  of  the  danger :  as,  after  a  few  minutes' 
silence,  the  eldest  said,  he  should  be  willing  to 
engage  in  any  plan  where  I  would  take  the  lead, 
looking  at  the  same  time  at  his  shipmate,  as  if 
expecting  him  to  be  iiiHueuced  by  his  decision, 
which  was  the  ease. 

On  parting,  1  desired  them,  when  a  good  occa- 
sion presented,  to  sound  their  shipmates  as  to 
their  willingness  to  engage  in  some  such  plan, 
without  stating  particnlai-s,  and  without  referring 
to  iiK! ;  and  to  bi'  sure  to  avoid  giving  any  cause 
of  suspicion  to  the  Spaniards;  never  allowing 
themselves  even  to  hint  at  the  subject  in  their 
presence,  as  some  of  them  were  possessed  of  a 
lew  words  of  Knglish  ;  and  when  conversing  on 
the  subject,  to  be  certain  it  should  be  where  they 
would  not  be  overheard  or  suspected.  The  pro- 
priety of  such  caution  was  obvious  to  these  two 
men,  and  they  promised  to  bserve  it  in  making 
their  communication  to  tliv^ir  shipmates,  and  to 
enjoiii  it  especially  on  them.  In  this  delicate 
mission,  they  conducted  with  all  due  circumspec- 
tion ;  and  the  result  was  as  I  hiid  anticipated  it 
wonkl  be.    Their  treatment  by  the  Spanuirds  Inid 
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greatly  exswpcratod  llicm ;  wliicli,  uitli  tlio  loss 
of  their  actual  earningH,  as  well  as  tlioSe  in  jiro- 
spcct,  all  combincil  to  render  them  aH  ready  and 
earnest  to  eniancipato  themselves,  by  ii  desperate 
cHort,  as  J  was  myself.  It  remained,  therefore, 
now  only  to  make  the  i>roper  arraM2;ements,  and 
to  di>terniinc  on  the  time  when  the  blow  should 
be  struek. 

A  circumstance  now  occurred  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  anspieious.  The  two  mates  of  the 
brig  t'anton  liad,  within  a  few  days,  been  ordered 
to  take  up  their  residence  on  board  the  frigate. 
They  liad  heard  some  indistinct  rumour  of  what 
was  going  on ;  and  it  was  very  imi)ortant  to  enlist 
them  in  it.  With  this  view,  I  made  a  visit  to  the 
Conunodoi'e,  with  whom  1  was  on  familiar  terms. 
After  conversing  with  him  some  little  time,  1  took 
leave,  and  found  my  two  countrymen  waiting  for 
me  on  tiic  quarter-deck.  There  were,  besides  our- 
selves, only  the  two  sentries  present,  neither  of 
whom  understood  a  word  of  English  ;  fho  oppor- 
tunity, therefore,  for  a  free  conmiunication,  and 
interchange  of  opinion,  could  not  have  been  better. 
While  walking  the  deck,  I  opened  to  them  the 
plan,  having,  in  ])revious  conversations,  had  abun- 
dant evidence  that  I  might  safely  confide  in  them. 
As  1  had  anticipated,  they  admitted  its  feasibility, 
if  the  men  could  be  depended  on,  anil  readily 
agreed  to  participate  in  its  execution.  On  parting, 
1  recommended  to  them  to  be  vigilant  in  making 
such  observations  i-clativc  to  the  discipline  of  the 
ship,  the  times  in  the  day  or  night  when  most 
weakened  by  absences  of  men,  the  place  of  dejjosit 
of  small-arms,  and,  generally,  of  everything  which 
should  tend  to  the  successful  accomplishment  ol 
tiio  object  in  view. 

Although  I  had  no  apprehension  of  any  one  of 
our  number  jiroving  recreant,  yet  is  it  obvious 
that  there  is  danger  in  trusting  a  secret  to  so 
many  indiviiluals  ;  and  where  life  is  involved,  im- 
mediate action,  if  possible,  is  the  best  and  safest 
])olicy.  It  had  been  observed,  that  on  .Sundays, 
in  addition  to  the  men  required  for  the  defences, 
others  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore  for  amuse- 
ment i  and  that,  in  the  aftei-noon  of  .Sundays,  most 
of  the  ofKcers  were  seeking  recreation  away  from 
their  ships.  .Sunday  afternoon  then,  it  was  agrei  <l, 
was  the  pi-oper  time  when  the  attack  could  be 
made  with  the  chance  of  least  resi.stanec,  and  with 
a  fair  prospect  of  success.  It  was  now  Tluir.sday, 
and  the  Sunilay  next  ensuing  was  determined  on 
as  the  diiy, — the  great,  the  important  day, — in 
which  wo  were  to  expect  lilterty  or  death.'  The 
intervening  two  days  were  passed  in  great  anxiety, 
lest  some  suspicion  or  careless  conversation  shouitl 
avert  the  meditated  blow  ;  and  I  now  fully  expe- 
rienced that, 

"  Between  the  actinp  uf  a  dreiulfiil  tliiiiR 
And  the  first  motion,  all  the  interim  is 
Like  a  iihantiisma,  or  hiilemis  tlreiiiii  ; 
'I'lic  genius  niul  tlio  moitiil  instiunientu 
Ale  tlieu  in  couiibel ;  anil  tlie  state  uf  mun, 
I.il<o  to  a  little  kingdom,  sutlers  tlien 
'I'lie  nature  of  an  insurrection." 

On  Friday  1  was  occupied  most  of  the  day  in 
writing  letters  to  my  family  and  to  Mr.  Astor  ; 
and  on  Saturday  afternoon  we  all  met  at  a  secluded 
place,  agreed  on,  at  the  outskirts  of  tlio  town. 
This  could  be  done  in  the  afternoons  with  as  little 
I'hanco  of  .seeing  anybody,  or  of  exciting  susjiieion, 


as  at  midnight,  for  nil  were  taking  their  accus- 
tomed sientii.  J  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  no 
wavering  among  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  sill 
seemed  to  be  resolute  and  anxious  for  the  arrival 
of  the  d'>eisive  hour.  We  numbered  fifteen,  ex- 
elusive  of  the  two  on  board  the  frigate.  Alt'  v 
settling  a  nuinher  of  preliminary  steps,  sueli  as 
designating  the  number  and  persons  fur  each  boat, 
the  manner  in  which  their  arms  were  to  be  best 
concealed,  the  kind  of  arms  to  be  taken,  iVe.,  I 
addresMi'd  them,  by  saying,  that  1  jiresumed  tiny 
wen.'  all  aware  of  the  hazardous  uixlertakiiig  in 
wliieh  they  were  about  being  engaged  ;  that,  once 
embarked  in  it,  thi're  was  no  retreat ;  that  victory 
or  deatli  was  the  only  alternative  ;  that  any  Hineh- 
ing  in  the  moment  of  attack,  by  any  one,  might  be 
the  ruin  of  us  all  ;  and  that  it  was  my  desire,  if 
any  one  among  theui  felt  his  couragi;  flagging,  nr 
unequal  to  fiicing  the  danger,  that  he  would  now 
manifest  it,  as  one  irresolute  man  might  be  tlie 
cause  of  the  destruction  of  all  of  us.  None  such 
appearing  among  them,  but  all  being  resolute,  we 
retuiMied  to  the  ship  in  diH'erent  squads  of  three 
or  four  each,  the  better  to  elude  any  chance  of 
observation. 

During  tlie  sncoecdinr»  ■  ight  my  sleep  was  un- 
easy and  feverish,  and  •  arose  in  the  morning 
withouc  being  'nucii  refreshed  by  it.  The  sun  rose 
in  all  the  be:.uty  and  brilliancy  which  is  so  pt  cii- 
liar  to  this  climate  at  thia  season  of  the  ye.ir,  than 
wiiicli  nothing  of  the  kind  can  bo  imagined  more 
vdiaiTning,  or  less  in  harmony  with  the  deeds  1 
was  contemplating  At  ten  o'clock  the  custoniaiy 
south,  wind  had  not  yet  liegun  to  blow.  I  made 
an  early  visit  to  the  frigate,  ostensibly  to  the  t'oni- 
modore,  but  really  to  see  the  men  of  the  Canton, 
and  to  make  my  final  arrangements  with  them. 
For  this  purpose,  after  tinishing  my  visit,  with  :i 
promise  to  return  in  the  afternoon  with  a  book  lie 
wished  to  borrow,  I  walked  the  frigate's  deck  an 
hour  with  the  mates,  and  had  as  fine  an  opportu- 
nity as  could  bo  desired  of  making  all  the  obser 
vations  which  were  important,  and  which  were 
'  liticient  to  convince  mo,  th.it  if  our  men  were 
resolute  there  was  no  doubt  of  a  favourable  result. 

Lest  so  many  men  should  excite  susjiicion,  by 
going  alongside  the  ship  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Canton's  boat,  with  half  the  num- 
ber of  men,  .should  be  sailing  about  near  the  frigato, 
and  that  when  they  .saw  the  Heaver's  boat,  with 
the  other  half,  gn  to  the  starboard  side  of  tlie 
shi]),  they  should  go  alongside  on  the  larboanl  ; 
while  the  Canton's  men  should  be  engaged  in 
drawing  ott"  the  attention  of  the  sentries,  or,  fail- 
ing in  this,  to  snatch  from  them  their  arms.  Tin 
boats'  crews,  mounting  simultaneously  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  ship,  would  instantly  clear  the  deek 
of  the  Sjianiards ;  while  at  the  same  moment  those 
designated  to  east  loose  the  fore-topsail,  and  to 
cut  the  cable,  would  perform  those  duties,  ami, 
w  ith  the  accustomed  strong  breeze  blowing  direetlv 
out  of  the  bay,  we  should  be  well  under  wiiy 
before  the  alarm  would  be  given  on  board  the 
Selinstiana.  Such  was  the  general  ]>lan,  wliieii, 
of  course,  must  have  been  varied  as  coutingeiicii'S 
might  ri'quire. 

It  was  p.ist  1 1  o'clock  when  I  left  the  fngato 
and  returned  to  the  Heaver,  and  the  calm  con- 
tinued. This  was  very  unusual.  With  an  inten- 
sity of  aui.iety  w  liieh  may  be  more  easily  conceivoil 
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tlian  described,  I  watched  the  occasional  slow 
pa.ssing  clouds,  and  the  light  /.e]ibyrH,  which  an 
termed  by  sailors  cafs-paws,  until'  the  sun  had 
jiassed  the  meridian,  and  the  prospect  of  a  breeze 
was  not  more  encouraging.  IJut  it  niight  come 
suddenly  before  dark,  which  would  be  In  time  for 
us  ;  we  thei'oforo  adininistored  the  soporific  to  tlio 
soldiers  on  board,  which  soon  had  the  desiivd 
ell'eet,  and  during  the  afternoon  there  existed  no 
obstacle  to  our  arming  ourselves,  and  to  making 
every  ro(iuiHite  preparation  at  our  leisure.  But 
the  customary  wind  came  not ;  aiul  it  must  be 
viewed  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that  at  ii  place  where, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  a  strong  south  wind 
blows  on  the  average  nineteen  days  out  of  twenty, 
we  should  have  this  day  only  light  aii-a  from  tlie 
northward  and  calms.  Thus  were  we  compelknl, 
by  a  cause  over  w  Inch  wo  had  no  control,  to  defer 
the  execution  of  our  project  for  another  week,  to 
our  great  disappointment. 
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Attack  (if  I'cvcr— Assault  on  the  Town.— Ifcpulsc— Con- 

ilunuiatiiiu  of  the  Ship  ami  Cai-go Appeal I'atiiota 

set  l''irc  to  and  abanilmi  t'onecption.— Arrival  of  Osorio, 
with  Four  Thousand  Men.— I'lirsuo  the  I'ntriots.— Hat- 
tie  of  Talca— Ilcsperate  !«tate  of  tlio  'ii'id  Cause.— 
liattlc  of  itaipo — lluin  of  tlie  Koyal  Army — Ueturn  of 
(dorio.— Distress  of  tho  People.— Ships  orilcrcil  to  be 
ii'iiily — UemovcU  from  the  IKu.cr. 

I'aili.n'  ,  as  has  been  seen,  in  this  first  attempt, 
I  had  a  pi'esentiment  that  such  a  coincidence  of 
t.vvourable  circumstances  would  not  again  occur. 
1  iiad  been  two  days  with  the  consciousness  of  ap- 
proaching fever,  which  I  endeavoured  to  avert  by 
cold  bathing ;  but  unsuccessfully.  On  tho  day 
succeeding  that  of  the  intended  attack,  the  fever 
raged  in  a  degree  that  produced  delirium  ;  and  it 
was  not  till  nearly  tlic  expiration  of  a  week  that  I 
awoke  to  the  consciousness  of  my  situation,  'o  tho 
discovery  that  I  was  very  ill ;  that  I  was  in  my 
bed,  with  two  watchers,  and  that  my  legs  were 
very  sore  from  the  effect  of  blisters,  riiese,  as 
well  as  tlu!  re(iiiisite  medicines,  were  prescribed  by 
tfie  surgeon  of  the  Sebastiana,  Dr.  llos.seau,  who 
had  been  :issiduously  attentive  and  kind,  from  the 
first,  and  to  whom,  in  my  ravings,  I  had  applied 
volleys  of  ojiprobrious  epithets. 

1  now  perceived,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  I  had  been  reduced  from  the  ut)uost  vigour 
of  health,  to  such  extreme  weakness,  as  would 
re([uiro  much  time  and  care  to  restore  me. 
During  this  period,  I  learned  that  the  besiegers 
had  made  an  assault  upon,  and  had  gained  an 
entry  into  the  town,  on  tlie  5th  of  December,  and 
that  after  several  hours  of  hard  fighting,  tli-:y  had 
boon  repulsed,  with  tho  loss  of  three  hundred 
men.     Thus  was  this  source  of  relief  annihilated. 

Wliilo  I  Wiis  in  so  foebic  a  state  as  not  to  bo  able 
to  sit  up  in  my  bed,  an  olfieor  was  sent  to  inc  wiili 
all  the  papers  relating  to  the  process  for  my 
oxaiuinatioii,  and  a  message  that  they  would  be 
left  with  mo  ton  days  ;  hi  which  time  it  was  ex. 
(locted  1  should  make  my  defence,  or  a|>poiiit  some 
one  to  do  it  for  mo.  Indignant  at  such  insulthig 
cruelty,  1  desired  the  officer  to  take  himself  and 
papers  oiif,  of  my  j)re8c^nco,  and  not  to  appear 
agaip  i.i.tii  I  had  sulficieut  strength  to  express  to 


liiin,  and  those  that  sent  him,  my  opinion  of  such 
liaibaiity.  lie  made  no  reply,  and  went  away, 
taking  the  papers  with  him. 

All  my  loiig-chorished  liopcs  of  extricating 
myself,  by  a  coup  rle  main,  wore  now  gone.  The 
two  mates  of  the  Canton  had  gone  to  Lima.  Tho 
Heaver's  men  had  already  taken  themselves  off 
in  various  directions.  The  discomfiture  of  the 
Patriots  had  obviated  the  necessity  of  weakening 
tho  ships  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  and  the 
prosjiect  before  mo  was  no  other  than  a  long 
course  of  litigation  in  a  Spanish  tribunal,  with 
exhausted  energies,  and  with  no  chance  of  a  suc- 
cessful result. 

The  first  and  most  important  object  was  now 
to  regain  my  strength ;  and  this  was  to  be  effected 
under  every  disadvantage  and  discoui-agement. 
Til"  deliciicies,  which  are  almost  indispensable  to 
convalescents,  were  not  to  be  obtained  at  any 
price ;  even  an  egg  was  only  occasionally  and  with 
difficulty  to  be  procured;  for  the  eighth  of  a  dol- 
lar ;  and  a  chicken,  or  tender  bird  oi  aiv,  kind, 
was  not  to  be  had  at  any  price.  My  ap;  tite, 
however,  a8  soon  as  I  could  walk  a  littl-  with 
assistance,  became  keen,  and  it  was  apparent 
that  I  was  gaining  strength,  under  ilio  scanty  and 
wretched  fare  which  was  procural: '  \ 

While  in  this  feeble  state,  official  notice  wis 
sent  mo  of  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo.  This  event  I  had  so  long  exju-etod,  that 
the  information  did  not  affect  me,  as  was  intended  ; 
and  while  I  was  permitted  tho  indulgence  of  my 
(juiet  and  comfortable  quarters  on  board  the 
IJeaver,  ami  could  employ  myself  in  the  con- 
templation of  some  mode  of  rescue,  my  mind 
regained  its  elasticity,  and  my  strength  was  gra- 
dually increasing.  As  in  duty  bound,  I  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  this  tribunal,  from  a  per- 
suasion that  some  of  the  vicissitudes  of  war  w-ould 
yet  afford  mo  a  chance  for  the  recovery  of  the  pro- 
jiorty,  at  a  higher  ono  ;  hence  the  fate  of  my  own 
iiffairs  depondod  so  much  on  the  decision  of  the 
contosL  in  Chili,  as  to  produce  an  interest  in  ilic 
movements  of  the  contending  forces,  not  inferior 
to  that  of  those  who  were  actually  engaged. 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  commander  of  the 
Patriot  Army  had  information  that  ships,  which 
were  convoying  a  great  augmentation  of  force  to 
the  Royal  Army,  had  sailed  from  Lima:  as  on 
the  5tli  January,  1818,  they  abandoned  their 
position,  set  fire  to  the  city  of  Conception,  and 
retreated  towards  Santiago.  The  troops  which 
had  dofondod  Talcahuana  took  pos.session  of  tlic 
deserted  and  ruined  city,  where  neither  provi- 
sions, nor  booty,  nor  aught  but  desolation  was 
found. 

A  few  days  after  this  event,  tho  fleet  arrived 
from  l,ima,  having  on  board  four  thousand  troops, 
under  tho  command  of  General  t)Horio,  the  son- 
in-law  of  tho  Viceroy  of  Peru.  They  wore  good- 
looking  men,  woll-o([uipi)od,  and  ono  half  tho 
miinlier  wore  veterans,  who  had  assisted  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  Spain.  The  parti- 
sans of  royalty  were  now  greatly  elated,  and  con- 
fidently predicted  the  subjugation  and  tramiuil 
possession  of  the  country,  in  a  very  limited  time. 
The  persons  designed  to  fill  tho  offices  of  the  civil 
department  of  the  government  cam(>  also  in  tho 
Hoot,  and  among  them  was  one  who  possessed 
more  libcralil  v  and  intelligeuco  than  is  us  al  with 
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Ilia  coimtryineii.  This  man,  Mr.  Pcreyra,  waH 
appointed  to  the  ottice  of  first  Oiilor,  or  judge,  of 
tile  supreme  tribunal  of  Santiago.  With  this  gen- 
tleman I  became  intimately  acquainted  ;  and  from 
frequent  eonversjitions  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  seizure  of  the  Beaver,  as  well  us  from  indi- 
rect sources,  I  ascertained  that  he  condemned  all 
tlie  proceedings  of  the  government  of  Talcahuana 
towards  us.  I  was  therefore  encouraged  in  the 
belief,  that  whether  the  ci'.se  was  carried  before 
the  superior  tribunal  at  Saiitiago,  or  that  of  Lima, 
the  decree  of  eondenination  would  be  I'eversed. 
But  how  many  dreary  months  were  to  be  worn 
away  before  arriving  at  this  consuminatioii  was 
not  ill  t'le  power  of  the  best- informed  to  deter- 
mine. 

After  a  few  days  spent  in  refreshing  the  troops, 
and  making  the  i'e<|uisite  preparation  for  trans- 
porting the  baggage,  the  Royal  Army  began  its 
iiiai'ch  in  ])ursuit  of  the  Patriots.  1'hey  made  a 
line  appearance  as  they  moved  forward  with  oil 
"the  ]ioin;i  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war," 
and  with  a  coiitidence  inspired  )>y  a  belief  in  the 
^superiority  of  their  own  i>r(j',vess  and  discipline,  and 
the  greatest  contempt  for  that  of  their  enemy. 
Tlie  Governor  Intendente  of  the  province  of  Con- 
ei'ption,  and  succossful  defender  of  Talcahuana, 
now  advanced,  for  that  defence,  to  the  grade  of 
Brigadier  (Urdoiiez),  accompanied  the  army,  as 
second  in  coiniiuind  ;  and  from  the  very  con- 
temptuous manner  in  which  I  had  fretiuently 
heard  him  speak  of  the  Patriot  forces,  he  could  not 
cxiKct  to  meet  miieh  op])osition,  or  mueh  of  that 
toil,  jirivatioii,  and  danger  which  usually  attend  an 
iiiviiding  army. 

Ill  their  march  to  Taica,  which  is  about  half- 
way to  Santiago,  they  met  with  no  interruption  ; 
but,  soon  after  leaving  this  town,  they  came  in 
sight  of  the  enemy.     There  was  some  skirinisliing 
between  them  on  the  lltli  and  17th  of  March, 
i  and  on  the  IHtli  so  considerable  a  body  were  en- 
gaged, and  the  Patriots  sii  mueh  outnumbered, 
I  and,  by  their  resistance,  so  disappointed  the  hojies 
I  and  expectations  of  the  Itoyal  commanders,  as  to 
I  convince  them  that  a  coup  ik  main,  or  sticcessful 
stratagem,  presented  the   only  chance  for   their 
own   safety.      Consequently,  with   a   desperation 
justilled  by  the  ilaiiger  of  their  position,  they  made 
a  sudden,  ami,  to  the  enemy,  miexiiected  attack 
in  the  night  of  the  P.ttli,  and  with  such  complete 
success  as  to  take  all  tluir  baggage,  twenty-niiu! 
,  brass  tield-pieees,  and  four  or  five  thousand  nuis- 
I  kets  ;  they  killed  and  woimdt-d  between  two  and 
i  three  thousand  men,  and  dispersed  the  rest  so 
!  entirely,  that  there  remained  no  obstacle  to  pre - 
I  vent  their  jiroeeeding  direetly  to  the  capital.     A 
I  victory  so  eompli'te,  so   imi)ortaiit.  and  attended 
with  so  trilling  loss  on  the  part  of  tlu;  victors, 
corresponded  with  the  expectations  of  the  Royal 
generals  at   tl..'   imtset,    and   tended   to  confirm 
them  in  (heir  eont(.'m|)t  of  their  opponents. 

The  cause  of  indejn  ndeiice  in  Chili  now  appearc.'d 
to  bo  desperati".  There  seemed  to  reuKiin  no 
I  chance  o''  recovery  from  this  treineiuluus  iilow  ; 
a  ni  to  .submit  to  the  mercy  of  the  comiuerors 
ajipeared  to  be  the  humiliating  and  only  alter- 
native. But,  fortunately  for  them,  the  infatuation 
and  confidence  of  the  Uoyal  commanders  was  such, 
that,  instead  of  pushing  on  to  the  capital,  while 
all  was  ilismay  and  cont'iision,  with    nothing  to 


prevent  them,  in  true  Sjianish  character  they 
remained  inactive  six  days  at  Talca.  This  gave 
ample  time  to  the  discomfited  Patriots  to  secure  a 
retreat,  'O  collect  their  scattered  forces,  and  to 
combine,  within  a  few  miles  of  Santiago,  an  army 
which  still  outnumbere<l  that  of  the  Royalists. 
So  confident  were  the  Royal  partisans  at  this 
j)lace,  Talcahuana,  of  the  immediate  and  complete 
subjugation  of  the  country,  founded  ou  the  ofKcial 
despatches  of  the  commandei"-in-cliief,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  expecting  the  surrender  of 
Valjiaraiso  to  succeed  that  of  Santiago  imme- 
diately, were  about  embarking  for  the  former 
j)lace  oil  their  way  to  the  latter.  We  now,  lor 
the  first  time,  consiilered  our  situation  moie 
eligible  than  that  of  our  countrymen  at  Valjia- 
raiso.  With  them  there  might  be  .some  (perhaps 
a  feeble)  plea  for  eonfiscatioii.  With  us  there 
existed  only  the  susjiicioii  of  such  ;  and  a  Court 
of  Ajijieal  was  abou*^  '  "iiig  established  at  Santiago, 
from  which  we  had  mueh  to  hope. 

While  these  transactions  were  going  on  with 
the  armies,  the  commissioners  at  Talcahuana, 
a|ipointed  to  unlade  and  dispose  of  the  Beaver's 
cargo,  were  busily  engaged  in  that  duty.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  though  the  country  over 
nhicll  they  had  control  was  entirely  destitute  of 
the  manufactures  w-hicli  composed  the  Heaver's 
cargo,  it  was  so  jxior  as  not  to  be  able  to  ])ay  for 
one-half  ;  and  hence,  with  all  their  efforts,  the 
commissioners  were  unable  to  supply  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  army  ;  on  which  account  orders  were 
received  from  liead-<iuarters  to  sell  the  ship. 
This  appeared  to  be  giving  tin;  finishing  blow  to 
the  business  ;  as,  after  a  sale,  and  in  the  event  of 
a  revocation  of  the  decree,  restoration  would  be 
out  of  the  question.  The  only  hope  upon  which 
1  could  now  lean  was,  either  that  some  decisive 
action  should  take  place  before  the  ship  was  sold, 
or  that  onleis  sIk  old  iirrive  from  the  Viceroy 
of  Peru  for  the  ship  to  proceed  to  Callao  ;  and 
this  I  had  urged  in  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy,  for- 
warded in  January. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Patriot  Army,  there 
was  no  restriction  to  the  direction  or  extent  of 
our  rambles  on  shore  ;  and  as  they  were  condu- 
cive to  health,  scarce  a  day  passed  without  my 
taking  an  exenrsion  of  several  miles.  In  one  of 
these  solitary  walks,  while  crossing  a  field  of  tliiel, 
underbrush,  between  Talcahuana  and  Conception, 
I  was  startled  by  sudilroly  comiiii,'  upon  an  object 
whose  whiteness  formed  a  contrast  with  the  sur- 
rounding shrubbery.  On  approaching,  I  perceived 
it  to  be  the  skeleton  of  a  man  and  horse,  «ho  had, 
doubtless,  met  their  fate  on  the  day  of  assault  ; 
had  been  stripped  of  whatever  was  valuable,  aiiil 
been  left  uid)nried,  a  prey  to  carrion  birds.  The 
warrior  lay  by  the  side  of  his  horse,  each  a  perfect 
skeleton,  the  bones  blanched  clean  by  the  sun. 

It  was  now  about  the  middle  of  April;  and  if 
there  had  been  no  interriijition  to  the  progress  of 
the  army,  the  news  of  their  occupation  (»f  the 
capital  ought  to  have  reacheil  Talcahuaiui.  While 
all  welH!  In  daily  expectation  of  hearing  cheering 
news  of  the  submission  of  the  rebels,  or  of  their 
being  driven  beyond  the  And<'s,  and  the  conse- 
quent terniination  of  the  war,  rumoui-s  were  afloat 
that  the  enemy  had  collecti'd  in  such  numbers  as 
to  make  the  possession  of  Saiitiauo  d<'pendent  on 
another   ballle.     The   following  day   it  w:cs   whis- 
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pered, with  an  air  of  secrecy,  that  the  lloyal 
Army  had  been  defeated.  Tliis  nesvs  was  con- 
firmed the  next  niorniiijj  by  the  appearance  of 
the  commander-ia-chiof,  (Jsorio,  wlio, «  la  Buona- 
parte, had  effected  hiti  escape,  with  ten  or  twelve 
followei's  ;  the  only  remains  of  the  proud  army 
which  left  here  a  few  weeks  since.  Ordoilez,  and 
nearly  ail  the  officers  of  distinction,  who  were  not 
slain,  were  made  prisoners  •. 

This  decisive  action,  wliich  annihilated  the 
prospects  of  the  Itoyalista  and  established  the 
independence  of  Chili,  took  place  at  a  village 
calN'd  Maipo,  within  a  few  leagues  of  tlie  capital, 
(til  the  .'jtli  of  April,  1H18.  As  the  General,  in 
his  flight,  passed  through  the  city  of  Conception 
without  stopjiing,  the  inhabitants  very  naturally 
concluded  that  the  enemy  was  at  hand  ;  and  the 
scene  of  confusion,  terror,  and  dismay  which  suc- 
ceeded, beggars  description.  These  truly  unfor- 
tunate peojiie,  whose  attachment  to  their  King 
had  induced  them  to  abandon  their  homes  on  the 
advance  of  the  Patriot  forei'S,  and  who  had  re- 
turned to  their  dilapidated  lumses  on  the  retreat 
(if  the  enemy,  were  again  compelled  to  fly  ;  carry- 
ing with  them  whatever  they  liad  yet  remaining 
of  any  value.  During  the  two  succeeding  days, 
the  road  leading  from  Conception  to  Talcaliuaiui 
was  lined  with  loaded  cattle  and  carts  ;  with  men 
and  women,  old  and  young,  each  carrying  as  much 
(if  their  furniture  as  they  could. 

For  such  a  sudden  iuHux  into  Talcahnana,  ac- 
commodation was  diflicult  to  be  found  ;  and  many 
families,  who  had  seen  better  days,  were  glad  to 
occupy  a  shed,  a  stable,  or  any  place  that  afforded 
only  a  ])artial  sheltci'  from  the  weather,  which 
was  now  becoming  rery  inclement.  Mut  even 
here  they  were  not  safe  ;  as  it  was  evident  that 
all  the  force,  which  could  possibly  be  niustercd, 
was  not  e((ual  to  defending  one-fourth  of  the 
extent  of  the  lines.  Consei|uently,  if  the  eiuniy 
shiiuld  appeai*  suddenly,  no  other  resource  re- 
mained but  a  retreat  to  the  ships.  Aware  of  this, 
the  connnaiider-in-chief  had  issued  orders  for 
every  ship  to  be  |iut  in  a  state  to  proceed  to  sea, 
at  a  moment's  notice;  and,  as  a  preliminary  step, 
they  set  about  emliarking  their  most  valuable  efi'eets. 

The  acting  Ca|itaiu  of  th(<  jmrt,  Tavira,  was 
npiiointed  to  th(<  command  of  the  Heaver,  of  which 
he  gave  me  notice  by  letter,  at  the  same  time 
cNpressing  a  wish  that  I  woidd  leave  the  ship 
iiumrdiately.  1  rejilicd,  that,  to  justify  my  leaving 
the  ship,  1  must,  in  the  first  ]ilace,  have  an  order 
to  th.it  effect,  signed  by  the  commander-in-chief; 
ami,  in  the  next,  thiit  stiitable  apartments  and 
I'iiikI  must  be  provided  for  myself  and  servant  ; 
and  that,  when  these  reasonaliUi  coiulitions  were 
cdinplied  with,  I  would  obey  tlu;  order,  and  in  ' 
till  then.  The  diHiculty,  at  this  time,  of  pr'i-uriui; 
a  room  on  shore,  was  very  great  ;  and,  although 
lie  made  great  efi'orts,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  one. 
lie  therefore,  the  next  day,  brought  me  tiie  order, 
signed  by  the  (ieneral,  declaring  that  he  could  find 
no  accommodation  for  me  (ui  -hore,  unless  an 
arrangement  could  be  madt-  with  Mr,  Cofiin  to 
share  his  room.  This  1  declined,  rt  which  he 
became  very  impatient,  and,  after  the  interchange 
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of  a  great  many  angry  words,  and  a  threat  of 
compulsion,  ho  left  the  ship  in  a  passion. 

In  a  few  hours  afterwards  he  returned,  with  a 
smiling  countenance,  and  told  me,  he  had  found 
excellent  quarters  for  me  on  board  the  Aguila,  a 
large  Lima  merchant  shij),  and  that  I  was  to  live 
at  the  Captain's  table.  These  I  found  to  be  more 
C(Mnmodious,  though  loss  neat,  than  those  of  the 
Beaver  ;  and,  acceding  to  the  arrangement,  I  went 
on  board  with  bag  and  baggage,  accompanied  by 
the  steward,  who  was  the  only  one  remaining  of 
the  ship's  company. 

I  now  flattered  myself  that  my  af^aira  had  ap- 
proached a  crisis,  that  would  soon  jiut  an  end  to 
the  painful  suspense  and  uncertainty  which  1  had 
bi!en  so  long  sufi'ering,  by  my  early  dej)arturc  from 
this  dreary  place  for  Lima.  But' this  illusion  was 
quickly  destroyed.  As  soon  as  the  panic  of  the 
Hoyalists  had  sulisid(!d,  it  was  detennined,  in 
council,  not  to  evacuate  the  place,  unless  com- 
jiel  1(1(1,  until  they  should  receive  the  Viceroy's 
instructions. 


CHAPTER  XXVII, 

Arriv.il  of  the  F.Miicralila.— Her  Kscnpo  from  Capture— A 
Miili  from  Mnia.— An  flrdcr  fiiini  the  Viceroy  fur  us  to 
bo  sent  theic— Uric  fantnn  preimred.— Sailed  on  the 
l:.'tli  of  Miiy— Arrival  at  Callao  —Interview  with  the 
Viceroy  of  I'cru.— Uesiilt — Tal(o  a  lliuiso  at  Limn. — 
Vi.sit  the  (llheers  of  Cioveruiiient.— Eiicouingenient  of 
vontiiiil  Siieees^. 

TiiK  rainy  season  liad  now  begun  ;  and  the 
storms  froir  the  north-wesi  were  frequently  so 
violent  as  to  prevent  commiinieation  with  the 
town,  for  several  days  in  succession.  To  pass 
the  winter  on  board  this  shiji,  without  making  any 
progress  towards  bringing  my  affairs  to  a  close, 
presented  a  prospect  so  dreary  and  discouraging, 
thiit  I  began  again  to  think  of  some  means  by 
which  to  extricate  myself  from  this  state  of  thral- 
dom. The  PotrilK),  of  sixteen  guns,  was  now  the 
oiilv  vessel  of  war  in  port,  and  she  ciuild  not  be 
made  ready  for  sea  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours. 
'I'he  Heaver  was,  at  this  time,  lying  with  her  sails 
bent,  and  loaded  with  sugar  and  tobacco,  an  ex- 
cellent cargo  for  Valparaiso,  .'^ix  of  my  men  were 
acting  as  seamen  on  board,  who  w  ould  readily  have 
joined  me  in  cutting  her  out.  It  w.as  not  adittieult, 
or  even  a  very  dangerous  enterjirisc  ;  but,  w.is  the 
advantage  comiiienstirate  with  the  risk  ?  Whether 
sucee.ssfiil,   or  otherwise,   would   it   not    '  a 

tendency  to  invalidate  the  claim  on  the  ^^  anisli 
government  f  In  fine,  would  it  not  be  abandoning 
a  certainty  for  ar.  uncertainty  { 

While  deliberating  on  the  wisdom  of  this  pro- 
ject, tile  Ksmeralda  frigate  and  Peziiela  brig 
arrived  ;  the  former  having  been  boarded  while 
blockading  Valjiaraiso,  by  the  Chilian  ship  of  war 
Lautaro.  She  would  have  been  cajitured,  but  for 
the  accidental  separation  of  the  ships  befire  a 
comiietcnt  number  of  men  were  able  to  board. 
The  few  who  succeeded  in  following  their  captain, 
had  complete  possession  of  the  upper  deck  for 
some  minutes.  When  the  ships  sejiarated,  the 
Spaniards  seeing  the  small  number  on  board, 
rallied  and  killed  them  all,— among  whom  was 
the  captain  of  the  Lautaro,  and  tin;  carpenter  of 
the  Beaver,  the  same  who  escaped  in  the  boat,  as 
related,  soon  after  arriving  at  Talcahuana, 
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The  day  after  the  arrival  of  these  vessels,  May 
Cth,  a  ship  from  Lima  came  in,  by  which  I  hoped 
to  hear  somcthin;;  that  might  give  a  turn  to  our 
affaire  ;  nor  was  1  disaiipointed.  The  next  morning 
General  Osorio  sent  for  Mr.  Coffin  and  myself, 
and  told  us  he  intended  despatching  the  brig  Can- 
ton immediately  for  Lima,  undi'r  the  American 
Hag,  and  with  an  American  crew  ;  that  .ve  were 
to  proceed  in  her,  and  that  there  justice  would  be 
rendered  to  us.  This  measure  was  in  conformity 
with  an  order  from  the  Viceroy,  and  was  the  effect 
of  my  letter  to  liini  dated  the  2HtIi  of  January  last. 
A  ray  of  hope  onco  more  dawned  upon  us,  and 
the  joy  experienced  at  the  prosjiect  ])rcscntod  of 
speedy  emancipation,  was  scarcely  le.ss  intense 
than  that  which  the  criminal  feels  wiio  receives 
a  reprieve  when  under  the  gallows.  It  was  taking 
a  step,  and  a  very  iiniiortant  one,  if  not  towards 
recovering  the  property,  .it  least  towards  closing 
the  business,  and  presented  the  ]irospect  of  an  end 
to  that  distressing  state  of  suspense  which  is  so 
wearing  to  the  mind,  when  the  object  is  so  import- 
ant. As  every  indiv  idual  destined  to  embark  in 
the  Canton  w.as  impatient  to  leave  a  place  of  so 
much  misery  as  Talcahuana  (for  foviu's  had  be- 
come  very  prevalent),  the  vessel  wiis  equipped 
with  more  than  ordinary  alacrity,  and  wo  took 
our  departure  on  the  r2th  of  May. 

Seven  months  had  now  elapsed  since  we  cast 
anchor  in  this  truly  wretched  place, — wretched 
from  being  subjected  to  t!io  government  of  un- 
principled men  ;  wretched  from  i)overty,  tilth, 
disease,  .and  all  those  horrible  calamities  which 
must  accumulate  in  the  seat  of  a  civil  w.ir.  It 
had  been  a  period  to  us  of  continued  privations, 
mortifications,  pi-ovoc.ations,  and  disgust ;  but  we 
h.ad  all  survived  it  ;  and  the  relief  now  afforded 
us,  even  if  it  were  that  only  of  changing  the 
scene,  seemed  to  give  me  renovated  energy  and 
spirits. 

We  had  on  bo.ard,  .as  fellow-p.assengers,  two 
lieuteuivnt-colonels  of  the  Royal  Army,  one  of 
whom  was  aide-de-camp  to  General  Osorio,  and 
was  bearer  of  desjiatches  relating  to  the  dis.astrous 
battle  of  Maipo.  If  a  judgm(>nt  can  be  formed  of 
the  cleanliness  of  their  countrymen  from  these 
officers,  the  mortality  on  boanl  their  ships,  on 
long  voyages,  is  easily  accounted  for.  We  were 
twelve  days  on  the  pass.age  to  Callao,  and  tliougli 
the  weather  wa  always  delightful,  the  porsoiual 
habits  of  those  gentlemen  during  the  whole  time 
were  excessively  offensive. 

Tiie  Canton  h.ad  on  board  about  twenty-five 
thousand  doll.ars'  value  of  the  Heaver's  carijo, 
and  some  pieces  of  lirass  artillery,  the  trojtliies  of 
Talea.  1  used  occasionally  to  banter  tin  se  oHiecrs 
on  their  imiu-udence  in  placing  themselves  tlnis  in 
the  power  of  men  who  had  experienced  so  great 
injury  and  provocation  from  the  party  to  which 
they  belonged  ;  and  to  show  them  that  I  had  only 
to  say  the  word,  and  the  vessel  would  be  taken 
into  Valparaiso,  and  tlioy  delivered  up  to  their 
enemies  ;  and  I  used  to  add,  that  their  confidence 
was  undoTibtedly  grounded  on  the  ai)peal  thus 
niado  to  our  honour,  no  less  than  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  its  being  i-learly  for  our  interest  to 
proceed  to  Lima,  and  heuco  they  had  nothing  to 
apprehend. 

Wo  anchored  nt  Callao  on  the  Qr)th  of  May,  and 
tlio  next  day  obtained  permission  to  proceed  to 


Lima.  Air.  Coffin  and  myself  were  kindly  re- 
ceived and  hospitably  entert.aineil  at  the  house  of 
the  officcre  of  the  marine,  with  whom  we  had 
become  acquainted  nt  Talcahuana,  until  we  could 
procure  a  house,  as  there  were  no  hotels.  We 
now  were  informed  that  the  United  States  ship 
<  )nt.ario  had  been  hero  ;  that  by  her  was  brought 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Royal 
Army  ;  that  her  comm.ander  w.os  well  received,  .and 
w.as  on  good  terms  with  the  Viceroy ;  that  he  had 
volunteered  to  go  to  Chili  with  an  agent  for  nego- 
tiating an  exchange  of  prisoners ;  tli.at  he  was  now 
absent  on  that  mission,  and  might  be  liero  again 
in  two  or  three  weeks.  These  circumstances  all 
favoured  tho  restoration  of  our  pr()i)erty.  The 
following  day  Mr.  Coffin  and  myself  were  pre- 
sented, by  Dr.  Peilro  Abadia,  agent  of  tho  I'lii- 
lippine  Comp.any,  to  the  Viceroy.  Our  reception 
was  as  favourable  as  we  had  any  reason  to  exjieet, 
or  as  was  consistent  with  tho  policy  which  it  was 
his  dnty  to  observe  towards  us.  He  aildressed  us 
in  a  stern  and  earnest  manner,  accusing  the  Ame- 
ricans and  English  of  promoting  and  encnnr.agini,' 
the  rebellion,  by  furnishing  the  insurgents  with 
.arms  and  ammunition  ;  of  contravening  the  laws, 
by  introducing  merchandise  into  the  country  and 
taking  away  the  specie,  witliout  paying  any  <lufy 
on  tho  import  or  export,  and  thcreliy  seriously 
injuring  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. Hut,  nevertheless,  he  added,  that  we  might 
rely  on  his  protection  while  here;  that  the  i)roper 
authorities  would  investigate  the  business  relative 
to  the  ships,  and  that  justice  should  be  rendered 
to  us.  Witliout  giving  us  an  opportunity  to  rejiiy, 
he  .abruptly  witlnlrew.  I  did  not  .augur  anything 
unfavourable  from  this  interview,  although  I  was 
aware  that  his  general  charges  against  our  couvi- 
trymen  were  true. 

Tho  excessive  aversion  to  business  of  tho  m^n 
in  office,  and  the  heedlessness  and  w.aste  of  time, 
which  have  long  been  observed  as  bo  jjeculiar  lo 
this  people,  would  have  induced  us  to  expect  great 
delay,  even  if  the  issue  should  be  against  us  ;  but 
with  every  encoui-agemcnt  to  believe  it  would  be 
in  our  favour,  w(;  hardly  dared  look  forward  to 
the  distant  period  which  might  bring  our  bnsines.s 
to  a  close.  We  tlieref(n'o  set  .about  hiring  ami 
furnishing  a  house,  ,ind  making  such  provision  for 
a  comfortable  residence,  as  strangers  in  most  other 
cities  of  equal  magnitude  find  alreaily  jirepared. 
We  agreed  upon  one  that  would  answer  our  pur- 
pose, but  were  jirevented  taking  jiossession  for 
several  days,  while  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  myri.ads 
of  fleas  with  which  every  room  was  filletl,  and 
which,  though  greatly  diminished  by  fre(|uent 
washing  and  sweeping,  wm-i!  never  entirely  de- 
stroyed; and  we  had  (>nly  to  sul)mit  to  an  evil  f(n' 
which  we  coulil  tln<l  no  remedy,  and  to  which  the 
natives,  from  long  habit,  had  become  aceustomed. 

To  be  jjossessod  once  more  of  a  domicile  exclu- 
sively my  own,  was  a  luxury  that  can  be  properly 
aiqireciatc'd  by  those  only  wlio  have  been  harassed 
and  vexed  as  I  had  Ikmmi.  As  the  nnha]>]>y  mortal, 
waking  from  a  night  of  sitdily  dreams  which 
seemed  an  age,  rejoices,  though  fatigued,  to  find 
tue  danger  imaginary,  so  this  sudilen  succession 
of  trani|uillity  to  an  age  of  trouble,  though  so 
'learly  ]iaid  f(U',  afforded  me  no  less  cause  of  relief, 
llencelorth  1  had  to  np)irehend  no  more  restraint 
from  an  arrogant  military  guai'd  ;  no  more  nur- 
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veillitnce  from  the  harpies  of  tho  custom-house  ; 
no  further  persecution  from  a  fiscal  and  assessor, 
whoso  characters  would  liavc  made  them  woi'thy 
members  of  the  Inquisition  in  the  most  rude  ages 
of  its  existence.  Patience  was  now  tho  virtue 
wliieh  it  was  mo.st  requisite  to  call  into  action, 
since  to  avoid  disappointment  we  must  be  prepared 
for  a  great  waste  of  time.  But  it  is  less  difficult 
to  reconcile  one's  self  to  minor  ills,  after  having 
been  so  long  subjected  to  such  severe  ones  ;  nor 
(lid  the  novelties  ]n'escnted  by  the  PcruvLiu  capital 
fail  to  beguile  the  time. 

Through  tho  kind  attention  of  two  of  the  officers 
iif  the  Uoyal  navy  (Mr.  Bocholan  and  Mr.  Rivera), 
we  wei'e  iutroduceil  to  several  of  the  most  respect- 
able families  of  Lima,  whom  we  were  afterwards 
accustomed  to  visit  on  the  most  friendly  terms. 
Ill  addition  to  those,  our  business  necessarily 
brought  us  in  contact  with  the  '  jeneral  of  Marine, 
with  ilie  Asses.sor  of  Marine  and  his  family,  and 
with  the  Fiscal,  by  all  of  whr.m  wc  were  treated 
with  the  imliiencss  and  respect  which,  in  the 
civilised  world,  is  due  from  one  gentleman  to 
another,  and  which  formed  a  striking  contrast  to 
our  experiences  at  Talcahuana.  As  it  respected 
our  business,  there  seemed  to  prevail  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  the 
government  of  Talcahuana,  and  the  probable  revc  - 
cation  of  all  their  proceedings,  which  tho  FiscU 
termed  disparates,  or  uouscusc. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Arrivfil  of  tho  Ontarii). — Threat  of  tlio  Viceroy  to  send  mo 

awiiy I  [is  rhanRc  of  (Ipinion. — I'roniisc  of  I'lotcotion. 

— I'lau  a  VoyaKo  to  Valparaiso.— I'.ngaRC  a  Sliip. — Kii- 
RaKeiiiont  broken.— Hisappnintnient  -Ilmbark  for  Val- 
jianiiwi  in  tho  AmUoniiulic.— Captain  >>liirre(V,  Oflirors, 
ami  Crew.— Ol)scrvaneo  of  the  >?abl)ath.— Uecroatiou.— 
.M  iisiif iiera. — .1  uan  I'oriianilez — A rri  val. 

While  the  proper  anthorities  wei'e  taking  the 
pridimiuary  measures  for  an  investigation  of  the 
doings  (d'  the  Talcahuana  government  towards  us 
(ne;ir  the  last  of  .Iniie  1818),  the  Ontario  an-ived 
from  Valparaiso  with  the  person  charged  by  the 
Viceroy  with  jiowers  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
jirisoners.  The  satisfaction  given  by  ('a|)tain 
Ibddle  on  this  mission,  manifested  by  the  Vice- 
I'ln  's  presenting  him  with  an  elegant  and  costly 
sword  ;  the  lively  interest  he  to(dv  in  the  restora- 
tion of  our  vessels  ;  the  attention  given  by  the 
Viceroy  to  his  representations  on  the  subject;  and 
the  prevailing  opinion  that  they  must  be  restored, 
all  confirmed  the  belief  of  a  revocation  of  the 
doings  at  Talcahuana. 

Everything  relating  to  our  affairs  now  wore  an 
au.spicious  aspect,  and  my  mind  was  busily  engaged 
in  forming  the  various  jdans  for  future  operations, 
which  depended  ecpially  on  the  nmount  of  pro- 
perty restored  and  on  the  ])rivilegea  to  bo  granted 
us.  In  imagination  I  was  building  up  a  fortune, 
which  the  |)eculiar  political  state  of  the  country 
seemed  to  in.sure  ;  and  from  this  coincidence  of 
favourable  circumstances,  was  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  degree  of  complacency  to  which  1  had  long  been 
a  stranger.  But  I  was  suddenly  astonishecl  and 
confounded  by  the  iuformation  conveyed  to  me 
liy  Captain  Biddle,  directly  from  the  Viceroy,  that 
I  was  considered  by  his  E,\cellency  to  be  a  danger- 


ous man  ;  that  lie  should  not  permit  mc  to  remain 
to  settle  my  affairs,  but  that  1  should  be  sent  out 
of  the  country  immediately;  and  the  reason  given 
for  tliis  determination  was,  information  from  three 
different  sources  that  I  liad  uttered  treasonable 
opinions :  among  others,  liaving  dechared  his 
government  to  be  a  tyrannical  one,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  was  overthrown  the  l)ettter. 

As  from  a  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  extreme 
caution  on  the  subject  of  politics  I  had  nlw.ays 
been  on  my  guard,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  declare 
the  accusation  to  be  entirely  false  ;  nor  would  my 
surprise  have  been  gi-eater,  if  I  had  been  charged 
with  intent  to  assassinate  the  Viceroy.  This  com- 
munication was  made  to  mc  by  Captain  Biddle,  at 
Callao,  while  he  was  on  the  jioint  of  sailing  for 
Columbia  River,  and  after  he  had  taken  leave  of 
the  Viceroy  ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  advocate 
my  cause  otherwise  than  by  letter.  On  revolving 
in  my  mind  whence  so  malicious  and  wicked  a. 
report  could  originate,  I  could  account  for  it  in 
no  other  way  than  that  some  of  those  scoundrels 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  plunder  of  my  ship, 
and  to  whom  1  had  often  justly,  but  perhaps 
imprudently,  applied  that  epithet,  being  ai)pi"e- 
honsive  of  exposure,  had  adopted  this  measure  to 
have  me  removed  out  of  the  way. 

With  this  impression,  with  Captain  Blddle's 
letter,  and  with  that  confidence  which  conscious 
innocence  iiLspircs,  I  went  the  next  day  to  the 
Viceroy.  He  received  me  with  civility,  and  re- 
peated what  he  had  told  Captain  B.ddle,  that 
the  accusation  came  from  three  sources.  I 
positively  denied  the  charge,  made  known  my 
suspicion  of  its  origin,  and  begged  that  my 
accusers  might  be  called  before  him  while  I  was 
present.  This  he  declined  doing.  I  then  assured 
him  that  no  one  of  his  subjects  could  be  less  dis- 
))osetl  to  meddle  with  governmental  affairs  than 
myself ;  that  to  send  me  away  before  my  business 
w.^s  settled  would  be  attended  with  such  rui'ious 
consequences  to  me,  that  T  should  prefer  remain- 
ing, oven  if  it  were  unJer  either  of  the  hard  con- 
ditions of  being  confined  to  the  limits  of  St. 
Lorenzo,  of  being  shut  up  in  tlie  Castle  of  Callao, 
or  being  confined  to  my  i-hi]i  or  my  house  ;  and 
proposed  to  give  bonds  ii'oi  the  due  observance  of 
whichever  slumld  be  deterr lined  by  hi.s  Excellency. 

If  he  had  been  as  perfectly  convinced  of  my 
iniiocence  as  he  appeared  1o  be  befoi'eof  my  gnilt, 
he  could  not  have  evinced  it  more  decidedly.  The 
ex])ression  of  his  countenance  was  suddenly 
changed  from  the  forbiddin  y  and  angry  to  the  open 
and  benign;  and  he  said  t(  me — "  No,  Cleveland, 
1  will  take  none  of  those  ])pecautions  ;  j(uir  word 
of  honour  is  suflicient ;  and  I  am  convinced,  if 
you  made  use  of  the  expressions  rejiorted  to  me. 
It  could  only  have  been  in  nn  unguarded  moment, 
and  is  in  a  degree  iiallialed  by  the  great  pro- 
vocations you  have  endured  ;  but,"  he  added 
with  emphasis,  "  take  care  not  to  meddle  with 
liolitics  or  religion,  and  dejieud  upon  my  protec- 
tion while  you  are  a  resident  here."  Thus,  as  a 
Ihundergust  whose  violence  threatens  destruction 
to  everything  within  its  range  passes  liarmlessly 
away,  and  is  succeeded  by  serenity  and  sunshine, 
so  were  my  nrospecta  suiblenly  changed  from  the 
most  gloomy' and  adverse  to  bright  and  iavourable. 

Although  the  cases  of  the  lle.iver  and  Canton 
(which  were  precisely  similar)  involved  no  quos- 
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tions  of  intricacy ;  yet,  to  ileciilc  tlicni,  witliout  the 
requisite  wasto  "of  time,  would  Iiavc  been  entirely 
out  of  character;  neither  justice  nor  humanity 
could  have  excused  it;  and  so  perfectly  aware 
were  wc  of  this,  that  we  only  urged  that  the  deci- 
sions might  take  place  in  time  for  Captain  Biddle  to 
take  them  to  the  United  States,  on  his  return  from 
Columbia  River.  W'e  had,  tlierefore,  to  look  fur- 
ward  to  a  period  of  at  least  four  months,  in  whicii, 
as  uonew  ([uestions  were  to  be  asked,  my  jircsence 
appeared  entirely  unnocessai-y,  and  my  time  lost, 
unless  I  could  think  of  some  i>lan  forits  em]>loymcnt. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  a  great  opening  was  jire- 
sented  for  a  very  lucrative  voyage,  by  taking  to 
Valparaiso  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of  I'eru,  and 
returning  with  wlicat,  if  permission  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  if  a  suitable  neutral  vessel  coidd  be 
procured.  1  made  known  my  plan  to  a  rich  mer- 
cantile house,  wJio  readily  agreed  to  furnish  the 
capital  or  joint  account,  under  my  direetion,  and 
to  procure  from  the  Viceroy  the  reipiisite  permit. 
The  only  obstacle,  now,  was  the  want  of  a  ship  ; 
but,  lis  the  voyagi-  would  afi'ord  to  j)ay  extrava- 
gantly. I  had  no  doubt  of  obtaining  any  whaling 
ship  that  might  enter  the  port,  if  not  loaded. 

These  preliniiiiaiy  steps  had  hardly  been  taken, 
when  there  arrived  precisely  such  a  shi])  as  was 
desired,  with  only  six^y  barrels  of  oil  on  board, 
having  just  arrived  on  the  coast.  1  lost  no  time 
in  applying  to  the  eajitain  to  charter  his  shi|);  and 
anticipating  dittienlties  from  tliu  novelty  of  the 
undertaking  to  him,  I  exjieeted  to  ol)viate  them, 
by  the  very  tempting  proposal  I  was  prepared  to 
make,  for  the  use  of  his  ship  for  three  or  lour 
months ;  which  would  be  a-  advantageous  as  a 
year's  successful  fishing.  1  <itfered  him  for  the 
voyage  to  Valparaiso  and  back  to  Callao,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars;  to  pay  additionally,  if  he  should 
be  more  than  three  months  ]ierforiuing  it  ;  and  to 
provide  storage  for  his  casks  and  whaling  mate- 
rials gratis.  The  jiroposal  was  considered  so 
liberal  and  temjiting,  that  he  agreed  to  accept  it  ; 
l)ut  unfortunately,  between  his  doing  so  and  the 
papers  being  prejiarod  for  signing,  his  (illicers  and 
men  were  guilty  of  some  indiseretiun,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  knowledge  of  tiiis  transaction,  wliieh 
incluced  him  to  a]iprehend  that  he  was  taking  too 
great  a  res|(onsibility  uiion  himself,  and  lie  eon- 
eluded  to  al)andon  the  jilaii. 

The  failure  of  this  first  atteniiit  to  retrieve  my 
affairs  was  a  great  disiippointmeiit,esi)eeially  after 
I  luu'.  succeeded  in  overeoining  all  the  other 
obstacles  ;  but  there  was  no  other  neutral  vessel 
in  (lort,  to  be  procured  ;  and  eoiise((nintly  no  other 
remeily  than  the  exercise  of  thai  ]iatience  oji 
which  such  large  drafts  liad  already  oeen  made. 

Several  weeks  passeil  away,  and  »  was  each  day 
anxiously  looking  out  fur  the  arrival  ofsome  other 
vessel,  whicll  woidd  oHer  the  prospect  of  imlting 
my  cnter|irise  into  execution;  but  I  lookiid  in 
vain.  As  the  Canton  was  a  sharp-built  vessel, 
and  sailed  vcy  fast,  the  government  determined 
to  make  use  of  her  as  a  cruiser,  during  the  time 
that  an  investigation  into  lier  ease  was  going  on. 
For  this  purpose,  earpcniters  were  busily  engageil 
in  making  the  requisite  jtreparations  for  mounting 
ii  piece  of  artillery,  on  a  jiivot  air!.iHliips,  iSiC,  iSic. ; 
when  a  vessel  of  war  was  signalled,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  the  Ontario.  Immediately  all 
labour  was  Huspendetl,  and  preparntiou  made  to 


undo  the  work  already  done.  Rut  when  the  vessel, 
instead  of  the  Ontario,  proved  to  be  the  Uritish 
ship  of  war  Blossom,  the  work  was  resumed,  ami 
the  .■irmament  comjdeted ;  thus  sliowing,  among 
many  other  instances,  tlie  deference  paid  by  the 
authorities  to  the  presence  of  a  national  vessel, 
and  its  inii>ortam?e  in  securing  the  safety  of  pro- 
jierty.  The  Canton,  lieing  equi[)ped  for  war,  sailed 
on  a  cruise  in  company  with  another  armed  ship, 
and  assisted  in  capturing  the  Chilian  privateer 
Maipo,  aft(>r  a  severe  action.  She  was  afterwards 
restored  to  jier  original  master,  and,  after  navi- 
gating the  coast  about  a  ^ear,  returned  to  tlie 
United  States. 

Impatient  from  inactivity,  and  such  unjirofitalili' 
expenditure  of  time,  and  aware  how  much  more 
must  be  lost  before  the  restoration  of  tho  sliiji 
should  give  me  em])loyment,  I  determined  to  find 
something  to  do.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  a  trip 
to  Valparaiso  would  be  placing  myself  in  the  cur- 
rent of  atiairs,  and  that,  should  nothing  advantage- 
ous present  itself,  it  would  be  a  change  of  scene; 
and  that  my  ex])enses  would  l)e  scarcely  greater 
than  if  1  remained  stationary  at  Lima.  As  the 
Andromache,  English  frigate,  was  on  the  point  of 
sailing  for  that  pm-t,  I  succeeded  with  her  com- 
mander in  obtaining  a  jiassago  ;  and  having  pro- 
cured a  passport  from  the  Viceroy,  I  embarked, 
and  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  August. 

The  beautiful  manner  in  which  the  ship  was  got 
undrr  way,  made  a  strong  inqiression  on  my  mind, 
from  an  exhibition  of  discipline  which  I  had  nevei' 
before  seen.  When  the  marines  were  dismissed 
after  the  morning  parade,  the  colours  hoisted, 
and  the  national  air,  "  <  lod  save  the  King,"  played, 
every  ollieer  and  man  being  at  hisstation,  and  the 
eapstern  manned,  a  signal  was  made  by  the  ca])- 
lain,  to  heave  aheail ;  tlu?  cable  came  in  briskly; 
the  anchor  was  soon  tript.  an<l  up  ready  for  hook- 
ing the  cat.  While  the  ship  was  swinging  round, 
the  men,  who  bad  lieen  stationed  for  the  ]iurpose, 
at  the  shnuids  of  each  mast,  on  a  signal  given,  ran 
up  simultaneously  to  cast  loose  the  sails,  while  tlie 
requisite  number  were  stationed  below,  to  sl-.cct 
home,  and  hoist  up  ;  so  that  almost  in  a  moment, 
the  ship  was  under  a  crowd  of  sail,  and  swilily 
leaving  the  port ;  and  all  this  efl'ected  without  a 
word  lieing  spoken,  and  as  if  by  the  eft'ect  of 
magic. 

VVe  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  after  a  delightful 
jiassage  of  twenty-four  days.  I  cannot  allow  tli<' 
pleasant  time  I  sjient  on  board  this  frigate  to  pass 
without  some  notice,  and  without  ;ieknowleilgiiig 
the  erroneous  impressions  I  had  imbibed,  of  a 
Hritish  ship  of  var.  In  eonnnon  with  nniny  others, 
and  especially  those,  like  mysidf,  whose  remi- 
niscences were  d'  a  tlate  as  remote  as  our  revolu- 
tionary war,  1  had  imagined  an  English  man-of- 
war  to  be  a  small  e))itonie  of  hell,  where  tyran- 
nising over  the  ennv  constituted  the  principal 
enjoyment  of  the  olHcers.  That  there  were  great 
abuses  of  this  kind  in  the  navy,  from  a  very  earlv 
period,  up  to  the  alarming  i-evolt  under  President 
I'arker,  1  have  no  doubt,  any  more  than  1  have 
that  aliuses  have  occasionally  existed  since  ;  but, 
on  board  the  Androuuiche,  there  was  never  any 
niineeessary  severity. 

Caiilain  Shirretf,  having  liad  the  ndvantnge  of 
moving  in  the  most  elevated  and  polished  Hociet) 
at  honu',  ami  of  receiving  his  profeHsional  cduca- 
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tion  from  one  of  tlie  nios?  able  commanders  in  the 
British  navy,  united  the  manners  and  urbanity  of 
the  gentleman,  to  those  of  t^^e  skilful  and  accom- 
jilishcd  commander.  His  iiuiefatigablc  pei-sevcr- 
ance  in  attending  to  the  protection  of  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  his  country,  and  his  judicious 
conduct  in  his  intercourse  with  the  governments 
of  Chili  and  Peru,  in  the  most  trying  times,  were 
no  less  evidence  of  his  superior  abilities,  than  of 
the  wisdom  and  discrimination  of  those  who  ap- 
pointed him.  Nor  did  these  important  duties 
interfere  with  those  of  his  ship's  cimipany,  to 
whose  morals,  manners,  cleanliness,  and  comfort 
he  was  attentive,  at  the  siime  time  granting  them 
so  many  innocent  indulgences,  that  they  certainly 
constituted  the  happiest  ship's  company  I  had 
ever  seen. 

With  such  a  commander,  the  officers  could  not 
fail  to  be  gentlemanly  in  their  deportment,  and 
attentive  to  their  duty  ;  but,  independently  of 
such  cxiimple,  there  was  evidently  an  innate 
desire  among  them  to  second  the  views  of  their 
worthy  commander ;  and,  messing  witli  them,  I 
had  good  opportunity  of  witnessing  a  degree  of 
amiability,  harmony,  and  good  fellowship,  which, 
unfortunately,  is  not  always  met  with  in  the  ward- 
room. Of  their  kind  attention  to  me,  and  desire 
to  make  me  comfortable,  I  shall  always  retain  a 
grateful  recollection  *. 

With  Captain  Shirreff,  the  passengers,  of 
whom  there  were  four  beside  myself,  were  invited 
to  dine  in  rotation,  and  my  turn  was,  generally, 
two  or  three  times  a  week.  An  excellent  band  of 
about  twenty  performers  always  played  during 
dinner ;  invariably  beginning  with  "  God  save 
the  King,"  and  ending  with  "  llule  Britannia." 
After  (liiiner,  the  men  were  usually  exercised 
at  the  great  guns  ;  and  if  the  weather  w,ts  over 
so  fine,  the  tojisails  were  always  reefed  before 
sunset.  Sparring,  fencing,  and  dancing  were 
the  amusements  of  the  midshipmen,  in  which  the 
('ai>tain  would  frc(piently  join. 

The  seamen  also  had  their  houi-s  of  relaxation, 
music,  and  dancing,  once  or  twice  a  week.  Sunday 
never  failed  to  be  duly  hallowed.  Soon  after 
breakfast,  every  ofticcr  appeared  on  the  (juarter- 
deck  in  ills  uniform  ;  the  marines  were  dressed 
clean  and  p.araded.  The  gun-deck,  having  been 
previously  prepared  wiih  beiches,  and  a  tempo- 
rary pulpit,  at  a  signal  given  (usually  about  ten 
o'clock)  every  one  attended  worsliip,  which  was 
|ierformed  with  as  much  solemn'tv  and  decency 
lis  I  ever  witnessed  in  any  churc.i.  ihe  chaplain 
never  failed  to  give  a  plain,  good,  moral  lesson, 
peifeetly  ada}ite(l  to  the  uiKlersfandings  of  his 
audience  ;  and  such  as  they  could  not  i'.iil  to 
piiitit  by.  The  music,  from  the  full  band,  was 
ilelightful  ;  and  when  they  jilayed,  as  tlu^  often 
did,  the  Portuguese  and  Pleyel's  hymns,  which 
wore  familiar  to  me,  they  called  up  associations 
of  by-gone  and  liappier  days. 

On  the  2-«th  we  passed  between  the  Islands 
Masafuera  and  Juan  Fernandez  ;  the  next  day 
was  passed  in  sailing  by  the  latter,  to  tlu;  .south- 
ward of  it  ;  and  tlie  day  after,  w(>  arrived  at  Viil- 

^  One  (if  tlio  lieutcnunts  wns  a  son  of  the  Admiral 
'.vlio,  liy  htrlpping  iii«  of  my  property  in  tho  West  Indies, 
crofttod  tlio  neceshity  for  my  lieinn  lunv  vnyiiging  In 
llio  I'ltt'ific.  Ik' was  ii  gcntloninnly  yoiintf  ninii,  and  was 
ignorant  of  the  siitlering  Ills  fatlicr  lind  oaiiMod  ino. 


paraiso.  In  the  numerous  passages  I  have  made 
at  se.i.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  one  that 
afforded  such  a  course  of  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment, and  which  was  so  entirely  pleasant,  as  this 
in  the  Andromache.  It  has  made  an  agreeable 
impression  on  my  mind,  which  will  never  be 
obliterated. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Visit  to  the  fiovcrnor.— Difference  in  Effoct  of  old  and  new 
fioveriinicnt. — Taritf.— Mii-taken  Policy.— Jloet  some  of 
the  Heaver's  Men.— Kxpeetation  of  Arrival  of  Supremo 
Direeter.  Kcjoieing  on  his  Arrival. — Jleet  with  Hibas. 
— Introduced  to  the  Supreme  Director.  —  I'ropesal  to 
enter  the  Serviee — Charter  a  Hrig — Embargo. — Journey 

to  Santiago.— f'liosta  de  I'rado.  — Maipo Slseteh  of  the 

City — Hetiirn  to  Valparaiso. 

Immediately  after  coming  to  anchor,  I  went 
on  shore  witii  tho  captain  of  the  port,  who  con- 
ducted me  to  the  (iovernor's,  where  I  was  inter- 
rogated concerning  the  affairs  of  Lima.  After 
answering  a  multitude  of  questions,  and  delivering 
to  the  Oovernor  all  the  letters  of  which  I  had 
charge,  I  was  permitted  to  take  leave,  and  to 
purt^ue  my  own  private  aft'airs.  While  seeking 
the  residence  of  our  worthy  consul,  Mr.  Hill,  with 
wliom  I  intended  transacting  my  business,  1  acci- 
dentally and  unfortunatelj-  met  a  relative  from 
Boston,  who  jiei'.suaded  nie  that  the  house  witli 
which  he  wiis  intimate,  Higginson,  O'Brien,  &  Co., 
would  do  my  business  more  advantageously  than 
any  other  in  the  place.  Relying  on  this  informa- 
tion, I  accompanied  my  friend  to  this  house  ;  was 
introduced  to  the  partners  of  it  ;  accepted  their 
invitation  to  take  up  my  quarters  with  them,  and 
liad  my  baggage  transported  there. 

These  important  preliminaries  being  settled,  I 
liad  an  opportunity  of  leisurely  traversing  those 
streets  which  my  friend  Shaler  and  I  had  trodden 
together  sixteen  years  before.  The  government 
was  then  of  the  most  despotic  character,  and  the 
most  determined  feature  of  it  was  the  exclusion 
of  all  foreigners,  excepting  those  in  distress,  for 
whom  provision  was  nia(lo  by  treaty.  The  go- 
vernment now  professed  to  be  republican  ;  but 
it  was  so  in  name  only,  as  the  military  tyranny 
was  as  great  as  it  ever  liad  been.  But  the  admis- 
sion of  foreigners,  and  their  commerce,  gave  an 
air  of  life  and  activity  which  was  never  before 
kiK.wn. 

The  lapse  of  so  many  years  appeared  to  have 
made  no  alteration  in  the  aspect  of  the  town.  It 
was  as  exactly  what  it  was  when  I  was  lierc  before 
as  if  time  liad  stood  still  ;  no  new  houses,  no 
improvements  ;  and  the  greater  bustle  in  the 
streets  was  caused  by  the  foreigners.  The  most 
striking  feature  jiresented,  to  mark  the  ditt'erence 
between  that  period  and  this,  was  the  harbour,  in 
which  there  were  then  two  or  three  merchant 
vessels,  with  the  royal  flag  hoisted.  Now  the 
harbour  was  crowded,  and  besides  the  Chilian 
vessels  of  war,  the  Hags  of  many  of  tho  European 
nations,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States,  were 
seen  displayed. 

But  the  resources  of  Chili  are  yet  unequal  to 
supporting  a  great  commerce  :  and  political  eco- 
nomy is  so  little  understood  by  its  rulers,  that 
tliey  fail  to  derive  all  the  advantage  from  it  of 
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whidi  it  is  siisccptililo.  Tliis,amoii!i  otlicr  tilings, 
is  inauifeKtoil  in  their  bliinlnoss  to  tin-  trutii  of  the 
seeming  contradiction,  tiiat  more  revenue  is  col- 
lected when  the  duty  on  inqiortb  is  ten  per  cent, 
than  when  it  is  forty.  Vet,  as  this  last  was  the 
policy  of  the  old  j^overnnient,  they  adhere  to  it ; 
so  that,  althou};li  this  government  is  hut  of  yester- 
day, there  exists  the  same  system  of  smuggling, 
anil  the  same  degree  of  corruption  in  the  revenue 
officers,  that  was  practised  under  the  old  regime. 
And  it  is  most  probal>le  that  the  present  genera- 
tion will  pass  away  liefore  the  public  injury  arising 
from  this  wretched  jiolicy  is  iletecteil,  and  then 
another  one  before  it  is  corrected. 

In  my  wanderings  about  the  town  I  fell  in  with 
the  boatswain  and  the  cooU  of  the  Heaver,  bolli 
of  whom  were  among  the  number  who  escajied  in 
the  boat  at  Talcahuaiui.  The  former  had  seen 
hard  and  dangerous  service,  but  had  also  sliareil 
in  a  jirize  from  which  he  derived  more  emolu- 
ment than  he  would  if  he  had  performed  the 
voyage  in  the  Heaver  safely.  The  latter  was  one 
of  the  number  who  boarded  the  Esmeralda  from 
the  Lautaro,  and  was  so  f  irtunate  as  to  .secure  a 
retreat  when  he  (lerceived  the  ships  to  be  sepa- 
rating, lie  informed  me  that  our  carpenter, 
Svend  Andersini,  was  also  among  those  who 
boarded  the  Spanish  frig.ite  ;  but,  less  fortunate 
than  his  shipnuite,  he  was  slain  on  that  ship's 
deck.  It  is  due  to  ihis  uuiu,  en  passant,  to  say, 
that  he  was  an  excellent  carpenter,  an  orderly, 
active,  and  industrious  man,  and  was  probably 
induced  to  engage  in  this  enterprise  from  want  of 
employment.  The  two  first  were  so  well  pleased 
with  the  excitement  incident  to  the  pursuit  of  war, 
and  to  the  greater  emoluments  they  might  chance 
to  derive  from  it,  that  they  declined  my  ])roposal 
of  returning  with  me  to  Lima,  to  join  their  old 
ship  again. 

As  it  was  known  that  the  Supreme  Director 
would  soon  come  to  Valparaiso,  to  be  ])reseut  at 
the  sailing  of  the  Heet,  I  relincpiislied  the  jilan  of 
proceeding  directly  to  Santiago  as  I  had  intended, 
(ireat  bodies,  however,  are  ]uv)verbial  for  moving 
slowly,  as  this  instance  verified,  for  more  than  a 
Week  had  elapsed  from  the  time  when,  according 
to  public  rumour,  he  should  have  ai'rived.  At 
length,  however,  the  exteiuled  cavalcade  was  seen 
over  the  distant  hills,  making  its  way  towards  the 
town,  and  the  long-expected  chief  and  his  family, 
with  the  proper  military  escort,  arrived  amid  a 
cloud  of  dust,  tlu'  clang  of  arms,  the  roar  of 
cannon,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  welcoming 
cheer  of  the  mob. 

While  at  my  door,  engaged  in  seeing  the  jiro- 
ccssion  pass,  and,  as  I  supposed,  unknowing  and 
unknown  to  everybody,  1  was  much  sur]irised  to 
see  IX  person  leave  the  procession,  and,  aiiproaeli- 
ing  me  with  earnestness,  call  me  by  name.  He 
immediately  dismounted  to  salute  me,  and  1  then 
perceived  it  to  be  Francis  Hibas,  the  young  gentle- 
man who  came  out  as  clerk  of  the  1  leaver,  and 
escaped  in  the  boat  as  ln.'fore  narrated.  We  had 
then  time  only  to  exchange  mutual  acknowledg- 
ments of  .satisfaction  at  this  very  unexi)c;cted 
meeting.  The  next  day  we  met  again,  when  he 
apologised  for  leaving  me  as  he  had  dune  at  Tal- 
cahuana,  and  related  liis  very  narrow  escape.  He 
said,  that  the  Ijalls  from  the  musketry  of  the  pur- 
suers passed  far  ahead  of  their  boat,  but  fortu- 


nately no  person  was  hurt  ;  that  the  Patriot 
cavalry  were  watching  their  ainiroacli,  and  were 
ready  at  the  .sea-sliore  to  receive  them  and  arrest 
fiu'ther  pursuit  ;  that  he  was  conducted  to  tin. 
Commander-in-chief  at  Coiice]ition,  who  received 
him  very  kindly,  and  provided  him  with  the 
means  of  proceeding  to  Santiago,  where  he  recmn-  j 
mendeil  his  going  to  see  the  Suprenu>  Director ;  ■ 
that  his  reception  by  this  chief  had  been  of  the 
most  friendly  character ;  that  he  renewed  lii> 
warilrobe;  took  him  into  his  family,  and  g;ive  him 
enijiloyment  in  the  secretary's  office,  to  which  he 
was  then  attached.  Indeed,  I  found  that  my 
friend  Uibas,  like  the  others  who  escajied  witii 
hin>,  had  changed  his  ]irospects  so  much  for  the 
better,  as  to  have  no  desire  to  join  the  IJeaver 
again. 

My  Mr.  Ribas  I  was  introduced  to  the  Supreme 
Director,  O'lliggins,  whose  father  had  been 
greatly  distinguished  in  the  Chilian  annals  ns  a 
public  benefactor.  This  son  probably  owed  his 
high  post  to  the  veneration  existing  for  his  father's 
memory ;  for  although  aclniitted  to  be  a  man  of 
good  moral  character,  and  of  a  good  heart,  there 
was  nothing  but  his  name  and  fortune  to  make 
him  a  ]>rominent  candidate  for  the  i-esponsiblo 
oflice  of  Supremo  Director,  even  in  ((uiet  times, 
much  less  in  those  of  revolution  and  war  like  the 
present.  His  ajipearaiu'c  was  i)lain,  simple,  luid  , 
becoming  a  i'ej>ul)lican,  approximating  more  to  i 
that  of  an  honest  farmer  than  to  the  refinement 
of  a  gentleman.  He  received  mo  with  great  cor- 
diality, expressed  much  sympathy  in  the  misfor- 
tunes and  perplexities  I  had  suffered,  hoped  I 
should  recover  the  property  so  unjustly  taken 
from  me,  Ike.  1  le  then  made  many  inipiiries 
relative  to  the  state  of  afi'airs  at  Lima  ;  how  the 
military  and  naval  forces  were  then  dis|)osed  of; 
whetlua'  there  were  any  rumours  circulating  of  an 
attack  from  the  Chilian  s(|uadron ;  if  the  people 
appeared  to  ai)prehend  such  an  attack,  iSic.  To 
all  which  ipieries  1  replied  in  as  laconic  a  manner 
as  |)ossible. 

Mr.  Uibas  had  undoubtedly  impressed  him  very 
favourably  towards  me,  (ur,  in  this  first  interview, 
he  offi'red  me  a  commission  in  the  Chilian  navy. 
Making  due  acknowledgment  for  the  favourable 
opini>)n  this  ))r<i)iosal  iiulicated,  1  tidd  him  tlmt 
there  existed  scarce  a  doubt  of  the  rt'storation  of 
my  ship  ;  that,  however  much  1  should  be  pleased 
to  use  my  efforts  in  pi'imtoting  the  cause  of  the 
revolution,  my  duty  to  my  employers  v  para- 
mount, and  forbade  my  neglecting  their  interest 
for  this  or  any  other  purpose.  As  he  ha<l  ex- 
pressed so  much  feeling  for  my  misfortunes,  I 
was  induced  then  to  ask  him,  so  far  to  contribute 
to  their  relief  as  to  grant  me  permission  to  lade  a 
small  vessel  with  wheat  for  Lima.  He  encouraged 
nu^  to  expect  that  this  jiermi.ssion  would  be  given  ; 
but  sai<l  he  nmst  first  consult  his  secretaries,  and 
would  give  an  answer  the  next  day.  The  inter- 
view having  continued  nearly  an  hour,  to  tlio 
gri'at  annoyance  of  numy  who  were  waiting  in  llie 
antechandjer,  1  nuule  my  bow  and  retreated.  (Mi 
tho  presumption  that,  if  the  decision  should  1h' 
unfavourable  lo  my  taking  a  cargo  of  wheat,  there 
could  exist  no  possibU-  objection  to  my  going  in 
ballast,  1  had  already  chartered  the  English  brig 
Livonia,  to  lade  for  Lima  and  thence  back  to  Val- 
paraiso with  another  cargo,  for  nine  thousand 
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dollars.  In  the  ox|ie<'tati(in  of  a  favourable  an- 
swer from  the  .Supri'inc  Director,  1  waited  on  liini 
the  next  day  at  the  hour  apjiointcd,  and  was  dis- 
aiijioiuted  to  find  liim  loss  disposed  to  accede  to 
my  wishes  than  I  had  any  reason  to  expect  from 
the  interview  of  yesterday.  The  secretaries,  I  had 
iiseertained,  urged  the  impolicy  of  granting  such 
privilege  exclusively  to  one  individual,  .and  sug- 
s^ested  the  advantage  that  would  result  to  the 
revenue  by  making  it  general.  In  conformity 
with  this  idea,  it  was  iininediately  proelainied 
that  licences  for  lading  wheat  for  Lima  would  l)o 
;;ranted,  on  condition  of  paying  an  export  duty  of 
four  d(dlars  the  fanoga.  This  duty  was  nearly 
double  the  original  cost,  and,  with  the  duty  and 
eliarges  in  Lima,  would  make  it  come  so  high  as 
to  all'ord  no  prospect  of  bcnelil,  and  deteriniiiod 
me  therefore  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  My 
best  course  now  appeari'd  to  bo,  to  proceed  iis 
soon  as  jiossible  to  Lima,  and  to  depend  on  the 
]irofits  of  the  return  cargo,  or  on  freight,  for  tlie 
rcifuisite  com])cnsation. 

With  this  intention,  the  brig  being  ready,  I  was 
on  the  point  of  sailing,  when  I  had  a  proposition 
to  lade  the  vessel  with  manufactures.  There  were 
two  (dijections  to  this  ;  the  first,  was  the  fear  of 
an  embargo,  which  there  was  no  doubt  would  take 
place  prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  tloot ;  the  second, 
was  the  uncertainty  of  obtaining  the  admission  of 
such  a  cargo  at  Lima.  The  first  difficulty  was 
obviated  by  the  contractor  engaging  to  lade  the 
vessel  in  five  days,  and  if  not  so  laden,  she  was  to 
|)r(K'eed  with  what  she  had  on  board  at  the  expir- 
iitioii  of  that  time.  The  second,  by  his  stipulating 
that  if  the  cargo  should  not  bo  admitted  at  F^inia, 
and  the  brig  should  in  consi'(|iionco  bo  compollod 
lo  return  with  it  to  Valparaiso,  ho  would  |)ay  tho 
amount  of  the  charter.  Thus,  having  a  fair  jiro- 
speot  of  rea|iini;  great  advantage  without  incurring 
any  risk,  1  closed  the  contract,  and  iininediately 
set  aliout  loading  the  brig. 

Mefore  the  five  days  had  elapsed,  however,  my 
ap]irolieiision  of  the  embargo  w.as  realised.  It 
ttas  proclaimed  to  exist  till  tho  sailing  of  the  fleet. 
Allliough  this  act  was  dictated  by  jirudonco  and 
wisilom  at  this  time,  yet  my  impationeo  became  .so 
;,'reat  that  1  had  serious  thoughts  of  oliiding  it,  by 
;;oing  off  alone  in  a  boat  ;  in  which  I  slioubl  have 
no  doubt  of  reaching  Lima  in  safety.  Hut  beside 
tile  assurance  that  the  fleet  would  sail  at  tho  time 
aiipointed,  and  that  the  emiiargo  would  be  rai.sod 
imineiliatoly  after,  was  to  bo  taken  into  considor- 
atioii,  the  oH'oct  of  such  an  act  upon  tlu;  enterprise 
on  which  I  had  already  engaged,  and  these  causes 
eoinbinod  to  i)roduco  the  re<|uisito  resignation. 

Oil  iiercoiving  that  a  month,  at  least,  must 
elapse  before  the  embargo  would  be  raised,  during 
whieli  to  remain  idle  at  Valparaiso  would  bo  vi^ry 
tedious,  I  deterniined  to  till  up  tho  time  by  niak- 
ing  a  visit  to  the  Chilian  caidtal.  Accordingly, 
early  in  Seiitoinber  I  set  out  with  a  party  of  throe 
nil  this  journey,  on  liorHoback,  for  the  roads  were 
too  rough  for  tho  use  of  light  carriages.  As  there 
was  no  cause  for  hurrying,  we  joggi'd  on  vei-y 
leisurely,  taking  throe  days  to  perform  a  journey 
iif  only  thirty  leagues.  The  exorcise,  being  of  a 
kind  to  which  I  was  entirely  unaccust'.,ned,  was, 
however,  very  fatiguing  to  me.  \Vo  found  no 
other  accommodation  for  truvelUvs,  on  this  road, 
than  sucii  a.s  is  otl'erod  by  the  houses  of  the  pea- 


santry, which  is  indeed  very  miserable,  bad  enough 
to  induce  an  oflbrt  .o  go  through  in  a  day,  if  jum- 
siblis  That  the  road  was  as  good  iis  we  found  it, 
was  owing  chiefly  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
a  former  President,  O'iliggins,  who  evinced  a 
mind  of  no  ordinary  compass,  in  planning  and 
causing  to  be  executed  that  part  of  the  road  which 
loads  to  the  city  over  the  Cuesta  de  I'rado,  or  hill 
of  the  meadow,  a  labour  of  such  great  utility,  and 
of  such  ( for  the  time  w  hen  it  was  made)  .stupen- 
dous magnitude,  as  to  perpetuate  his  name. 

Tlio  borders  of  the  zigzag  road  over  this  hill 
arc  lined  with  shrubbery,  among  which  tho  thorn- 
bush  prevailed,  which,  ijoiiig  at  this  time  in  lilos- 
som,  perfumed  the  air  with  a  delicious  fragrance. 
At  the  summit  tho  view  is  very  extensive,  beautiful, 
and  magnificent,  increased  by  the  invariable  clear- 
noss  of  the  atmosphere.  The  northern  view  is 
limited  by  the  towering  Andes.  The  southern  and 
e.istern,  by  hills  of  less  magnitude  ;  the  interven- 
ing space  being  beautiful,  rich,  and  well-irrigated 
meadows.  As  far  as  a  judgment  could  be  formed 
of  the  agricultural  state  of  the  country,  from  the 
transient  view  taken  on  our  route,  I  should  sui)- 
pose  it  to  be  susceptible  of  great  improvement. 
We  reached  the  house  of  our  friend  at  Santiago 
in  the  evening,  after  crossing  the  Cuesta  de  I'rado, 
so  much  fatigued,  that  I  was  very  glad  to  retire 
early  to  bed.  A  good  night's  i-est  was  attended 
with  refreshing  effects ;  and  with  renovated  energy 
1  went  forth  in  the  morning,  "  to  see  the  lions." 

The  impressions  made  on  a  first  ramble  over 
this  city  are  prepossessing.  It  had  more  the  air 
of  cleanliness,  and  attention  to  the  comforts  of  the 
most  numerous  class,  tin?  pedestrians,  than  any 
other  Spanish  city  I  had  ever  soon.  A  week's 
residence  within  its  walls  maile  me  familiar  with 
its  streets,  public  buildings,  WiJks,  ite.,  of  wliioli  I 
shall  attempt  only  a  hasty  sketch.  This  capital  of 
the  Chilian  republic  is  situated  on  a  tine  fertile 
plain,  at  the  foot  of  the  Andes.  The  river  Ma- 
pocho,  over  which  a  fine  briilge  o(  stone  is  erected, 
eonnocting  the  suburbs  with  the  city,  is  inevented 
inundating  the  city,  during  tho  period  of  fresliois, 
by  strong  barriers  of  nmsonry  on  each  side.  That 
on  tho  side  of  the  city,  in  addition  to  the  (u-igiiial 
IHirposo,  forms  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and  most 
fre(|uented  ]iulilio  walks.  The  southern  extremity 
of  the  ]ilaiii  is  liouiided  by  the  river  Maipo  ;  a 
name  remlered  for  ever  niomorabh!  in  the  (Chilian 
annals,  by  the  decisive  victory  gained  over  the 
invading  lloval  army,  which  unalterably  esta- 
blishoil  the  indopendenco  of  Chili. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  tli(>  city  rises  abruplly 
from  tho  ]ilain  a  reniarkal)le  rocky  hill,  called  St. 
Lueia,  which  is  .said  formerly  to  have  been  for- 
tified as  a  di  fonoe  against  the  Indians,  'i'liis 
forlilieation  has,  by  a  late  royal  President,  lieeii 
renewed,  and  some  cannon  mounted  on  it,  with  a 
view  to  overawe  the  populace  ;  and  hence  the  naiiio 
of  tho  I'resident's  Folly  has  been  given  to  it. 

In  most  Catlndic  cities  the  churohes  are  tho 
structures  most  costly  and  magnificent ;  and  though 
.Santiago  is  not  deficient  in  this  respect,  yet  the 
building  called  the  Mint,  and  the  exterior  appear- 
ance of  the  eustom-hoiiso,  are  far  more  imposing 
and  magnitieent  than  any  other.  The  Mint,  which 
was  designed  by,  and  built  under  tho  su])oriiitond- 
once  of.  a  native  and  self-taught  archilect,  is  the 
]iride  of  the  city,  anil  indeed  w(uild  be  creditable 
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to  any  city  of  Europe.  But  it  is  objected  by  some, 
tliat  tlio  resources  of  Cliili,  even  in  her  most  pros- 
jierous  days,  would  not  justify  its  great  expense. 
The  private  dwellings,  excepting  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  houses  of  two  stories,  ar  built  j>reeisely 
like  those  of  Lima,  forming  a  hollow  square  or 
court,  and  occupying  a  great  space  of  ground. 
The  streets,  which  intersect  at  right  angles,  arc 
generally  of  a  got  d  breadth,  and,  for  tlie  most  i)art, 
clean  ;  and  guod  side- walks  i)rove,  that  plebeian 
comforts  are  more  attended  to  here  than  at  Lima. 

The  Great  Square,  which  is  justly  the  boast  of 
all  Spanish  cities,  is  very  fine,  each  side  measuring 
between  four  and  five  hundred  feet.  The  cathe- 
dral, bishop's  palace,  audiencia,  and  other  fine 
buildings, form  its  sides;  and  tlie  centre  is  adapted 
to  the  exercise  of  troops.  The  women  have  no 
peculiarity  of  dress,  like  those  of  Lima,  but  observe 
the  European  iiishions.  They  are  generally  ad- 
nii*<ed  to  be  pretty  and  amiable,  and  no  more 
cultivated  than  is  proper  to  make  them  fitting 
companions  for  the  men.  The  population  is  esti- 
mated at  sixty  thousand.  On  the  whole,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  Santiago  possesses  a  climate  which 
is  -.iirivalled  for  its  salubrity  ;  that  it  is  a  desirable 
residence  for  the  man  of  leisure,  for  the  philoso- 
pher, or  for  men  in  office  ;  but,  as  a  commercial 
city,  it  can  never  be  great  or  Hourisliing. 

The  object  of  my  visit  to  Santiago  being  accom- 
plished— that  of  wearing  away  so  much  time — I 
returned  to  Valparaiso,  accompanied  by  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  came  up  with  me.  We  passed 
one  night  only  on  the  road  ;  and,  at  the  close  of 
the  second  day's  journey,  reached  our  di  liuation 
less  fatigued  than  with  our  ride  up.  As  the  em- 
bargo was  not  yet  raised,  my  absence  had,  in  no 
degree,  retarded  or  injured  my  business  ;  and  1 
derived  no  less  satisfaction  from  this  consideration 
than  from  having  ai'coinplishcd  an  object  re(|uir- 
ing  a  kind  of  exertion  to  which  1  was  entirely 
unused — riding  on  horseback. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Sail  for  C'liUao.— Arrival.— Itevocation  of  tlie  Decree  of 

Condenimition Overtures  to  buy  the  Ship. — Take  \m»- 

session  of  tlic  Heaver.— obligation  to  t'alitiiin  llidillu.— 
Livonia— Obligation  to  Captain  Sliirreft'.— Kniliargo.— 
Hlossoni,  lingli.ili  Vessel  of  War.- Judge  I'rovost.— His 
bad  odour  with  the  Vieeroy.— Ditfieulty  of  i)roeuring 
Men.— Obviated  by  Trisoners.— Capture  of  Lnabella.— 
Expectation  of  the  Cliilian  I'leet.— Uumovo  the  Uuavcr 
below  the  Fleet.- Ready  for  l^ea. 

Tni:  squadron,  on  whose  account  the  cmliargo 
had  been  laid,  having  sailed,  and  the  Supremo 
Director  having  returned  to  Santiago,  I  waited  in 
daily  expectation  of  being  permitted  to  .sail  ;  but 
such  permission  was  not  granted  till  the  28th  of 
October,  when  the  sailing  of  the  British  frigate 
Andromache,  for  Lima,  left  no  further  plea  for 
our  detention.  Accordingly  wo  sailed  the  next 
day,  in  the  Livonia,  for  Callao.  During  the  jias- 
sage  wo  experienced  no  other  than  the  favcjurable 
breezes,  fine  weather,  and  smooth  sea,  which  is  so 
common  in  making  this  passage,  and,  after  twelve 
days,  arrived  safely  at  Callao. 

Uefore  coming  to  anchor  a  boat  came  alongside 
from  the  Ontario,  in  which  I  went  immediately 
on  board  that  ship  to  see  Captain  Biddlc.     lie 


received  me  very  cordially  ;  told  me  he  had  been 
earnestly  attempting  to  bring  the  government  to 
a  decision  in  the  cases  of  the  Beaver  and  Canton  ; 
that,  with  this  view,  he  liad  stated  to  the  Viceroy 
the  sensation  which  had  been  caused  in  the 
United  States  by  the  cajiture  of  these  vessels  ;  the 
importance  of  their  restoration  to  a  continuance 
of  the  harmony  which  existed  between  their  re- 
spective governments,  and  the  hope  that  a  favour- 
able decision  would  be  made  in  time  to  take  it 
with  him  to  the  United  States.  These  represen- 
tations were  earnest,  friendly,  in  accordance  with 
duty,  and  doubtless  had  an  ettect  in  hastening  the 
business  ;  but  the  restoration  of  the  ship,  and  wluit 
remaiued  of  her  cargo,  were  acts  sntirely  inde- 
pendent of  these  efforts,  and  are  of  a  description 
which  prudential  reasons  prevent  being  made 
public. 

At  length,  on  the  '20th  of  November,  the  long 
lookcd-for  decree  was  issued,  revoking  that  uf 
Talcahuana,  declaring  that  no  cause  of  condenuia- 
tion  had  existed,  and  that  the  ship,  and  whatever 
])ortion  of  the  cargo  remained  in  the  government 
stores,  should  be  restored  forthwith,  and  that  1 
must  seek  for  the  residue  and  damages  where  I 
thought  projier. 

There  had  existed  no  doubt  of  this  decision  ; 
but  the  ship,  having  been  twelve  months  in  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards,  was  in  a  very  dilapidated 
state.  A  crow  could  be  obtained  only  with  great 
difficulty  ;  and  the  original  object  of  the  voyage 
was  destroyed.  A  merchant  of  Lima,  of  the  first 
respectability,  aware  of  these  circumstances,  and 
|)resuniing  that  my  course  would  be  the  short  and 
common  one,  in  such  cases,  of  selling  the  ship  at 
|)ublic  auction,  for  iho  benefit  of  the  underwriters, 
made  ovei'tures  to  me  to  buy  her  in  for  joint  ac- 
count, to  be  employed  in  freighting  on  the  co.ist. 
llis  furnishing  the  money  and  my  commanding 
the  ship  were  to  be  considei'ed  a  balance  for  each 
other,  and  the  profits  to  be  equally  divided.  The 
proposal  was  a  tempting  one ;  as  there  was  no 
doubt  it  would  lead  directly  to  fortune.  But  it 
was  obvious,  if  the  ship  could  be  advantageously 
employed,  it  should  be  for  account  of  owners  and 
imderwriters  ;  and  feeling  that  in  making  up  to 
them  any  portion  of  the  property  which  had  been 
lost  while  under  my  care,  would  be  moi'c  gratify- 
ing to  me  than  tho  acquisition  of  fortune  under 
such  circumstances,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  decline 
tho  proposal. 

On  the  25th  of  November  an  officer  of  the  royal 
marine,  having  been  appointed  to  deliver  up  the 
shi|)  to  me,  1  went  on  board  with  him,  accompa- 
nied by  a  few  men  from  the  Ontario,  and  took 
formal  jiossession  of  tho  ship,  and  such  of  her 
sails,  rigging,  and  stores,  as  remained.  These 
being  very  few,  the  business  of  reception  was  soon 
accomplished,  when  we  discharged  a  cannon,  and 
displayed  the  American  colours  once  more  on  the 
Beaver.  This  signal  being  understood  on  board 
the  Ontario,  a  strong  detachment  of  men,  with 
Lieutenant  Stephens  at  their  head,  came  on  board, 
and  before  night  had  completely  stripped  the  ship 
to  a  girtlinc. 

If  the  Spaniards  are  filthy  on  board  their  own 
ships,  it  was  fair  to  iiresume  they  woul  I  be  more 
so  on  board  one  which  was  supposed  to  be  !'eld 
only  temporarily.  Wo  were  therefore  not  sur- 
prised to  find  tho  Beaver  dirty  in  tho  extreme. 
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Inileed,  had  we  not  had  tin?  good  fortune  of  obtain- 
ing an  abundant  supply  of  men  from  the  Ontario, 
much  time  must  liavo  been  expended  before  we 
could  have  accomplished  the  requisite  la))our. 
With  these  the  ship  was  cleansed  and  rigged  in  a 
very  short  time,  compared  with  that  in  which  it 
could  have  been  done  with  the  labourers  attain- 
able at  Callao,  and  at  a  less  expense.  For  this  I 
felt  myself  greatly  indebted  to  Captain  Diddle, 
who  extended  liis  kindness  still  further,  by  sup- 
plying a  want  which  was  imperative,  and  which  I 
was  unable  to  provide  for  in  any  other  way, 
namely,  that  of  a  person  to  act  as  first  officer,  and 
one  who  would  be  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the 
ship  and  property  in  the  event  of  accident  to  my- 
self.  This  person  w.is  midshipman  Alexander  B. 
Pinkham,an  active,  efficient,  and  intelligent  officer, 
whose  services  were  invaluable.  The  obligation, 
therefore,  of  owners  and  master  to  Captain  Biddle, 
great  as  it  was  l)efore,  was  much  increased  by  this 
manifestation  of  desire  to  do  all  in  his  power  for 
us.  Indeed  liis  eflbrts  were  not  confined  to  the 
rule  prescribed  by  duty.  He  remained  many  days 
after  being  ready  for  sea,  that  I  might  liave  the 
benefit  of  his  influence  in  obtaining  a  privilege 
which  I  sought,  that  of  introducing  a  cargo  into 
Lima  from  Chili,  and  in  procuring  an  acknow- 
ledgment, and  some  kind  of  liquidation,  of  the 
debt. 

The  fii-st  object  was  defeated,  by  the  opposing 
influence  of  the  factors  of  the  Philippine  Com- 
pany ;  but  the  Viceroy  promised,  in  lieu  of  it,  to 
grant  some  special  privileges  on  the  Peruvian 
coast.  1 1  was  apparent,  however,  that  there  was 
no  sincerity  in  these  promises  ;  and,  as  further 
delay  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  service,  without 
henefiting  us.  Captain  Biddle  determined  to  lose 
no  more  time,  and  sailed  on  the  (ith  of  December 
for  Valparaiso,  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  impediments  that  had 
licen  thrown  in  the  way,  by  the  Con.'iulado  and 
niereliants  of  Lima,  to  prevent  the  Livonia  from 
landing  lier  cargo,  were  of  so  serious  and  deter- 
mined a  character,  that  nothing  short  of  its  being 
met  with  equal  determination,  on  the  part  of  Cap- 
fain  Shirrefi",  of  the  Andromache,  could  have  saved 
the  enterprise  from  defeat.  In  the  course  of  a 
week  after  her  arrival,  the  Livonia  had  been  tiiree 
times  ordered  by  the  Viceroy  to  leave  the  port, 
ami  each  time  had  taken  refuge  under  the  guns  of 
the  Andromaciie.  At  length,  with  a  degree  of 
perseverance,  not  inferior  to  th.it  which  had  been 
manifested  by  Captain  Biddle  in  our  behalf,  per- 
mission was  obtained  by  Captain  Shirretf  to  trans- 
ship the  cargo.  This  permission  was  understood 
liy  both  parties  to  mean,  that  while  a  small  jjortion 
was  sent  on  board  another  ship,  to  be  taken  out 
leisurely,  the  greater  was  to  be  taken  ashore.  By 
this  Josuitical  manoeuvre,  the  opposition  of  the 
Consulado  was  aj)peased,  and  the  object  obtained 
with  but  little  additional  trouble  and  expense. 

As  soon  as  the  brig  was  unloaded,  I  obtained 
permission  to  relade  her  with  a  cargo  of  Peruvian 
produce  for  Chili  ;  but  as  there  existed  a  proba- 
liility  of  great  competition,  I  was  afraid  to  risk  a 
large  amount  on  my  own  account ;  and,  therefore, 
loaded  only  one-fourth  the  tonnage,  taking  the 
other  three-fourths  on  freiglit.  With  a  view  of 
arriving  at  Val])araiso  before  any  of  the  other 
vessels,  intended  to  be  laden  for  that  port,  I  had 


made  great  exertions  and  spai-ed  no  expense,  but 
I  was  again  destined  to  experience  delay  and  dis- 
appointment. The  Livonia,  being  all  ready  for 
sea,  the  l.'^tfh  of  January,  1S19,  I  api)lied  for  the 
requisite  clearance,  ai'  1  was  informed  that  it  could 
not  be  granted  ;  inasmuch,  as  an  embargo  tvas 
then  laid  on  all  ships  in  port,  till  the  St.  Antonio 
(with  treasure)  should  have  sailed  for  Spain. 
Though  from  taking  on  freight  so  large  a  ])ortion 
of  the  lading  of  the  Livonia,  I  had  already  secured 
a  handsome  emolument  from  my  enterprise,  this 
detention,  by  favouring  competitors,  seemed  to  an- 
nihilate the  brilliancy  of  the  prospect  first  presented  , 
but  there  was  no  other  resource  than  patience. 

Early  in  tJiis  month  (January,  IHli),)  arrived 
the  English  sloop  of  war  Blossom,  Captain  Hickey, 
from  Columbia  River,  having  on  board  Judge 
Provost,  of  New  Y'ork.  This  vessel  Iiad  been 
despatched  to  Columbia  River  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  fomial  surrender  of  Astoria  to  Judge 
Provost,— the  agent  of  the  United  States,— ap- 
pointed for  that  and  other  jjurposcs  in  the  Pacific. 
This  business  appears  to  have  been  accomplished 
to  mutual  satisfaction,  as  both  ])artie8  gave  evi- 
dence of  a  reciprocity  of  kind  feeling. 

It  would  have  been  advantageous  for  tlie  Ame- 
rican interest  here,  if  ecjual  good  feeling  had 
existed  between  the  American  Agent  and  the 
V^iceroy  ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  very  reverse 
was  the  case.  This  Agent,  from  being  the  first 
American  who  ever  appeared  in  the  Peruvian 
capital  in  a  public  capacity,  not  less  than  from 
the  favourable  disposition  of  the  Viceroy  towards 
us,  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  eomniereial 
advantages,  and  of  rendering  services  to  his 
countrymen  in  various  ways,  which  no  other 
foreigner  ever  possessed  before :  but  these  were 
entirely  paralysed  and  lost,  hy  his  incapacity  of 
concealing  his  hostility  to  the  royal  government, 
and  by  his  being  a  partisan  of  the  revolutionists. 
His  sentiments  on  these  points  were  expressed  so 
imprudently,  so  unnecessarily,  and  in  so  unre- 
served a  manner,  that  they  gave  great  offence  to 
the  Viceroy,  and  were  j)roductiv(>  of  such  cool- 
ness, that  the  common  civility  which  is  expected 
to  be  observed  by  a  private  individual  on  leaving 
the  country,  was  either  dispensed  with  by  the 
Viceroy,  or  purposely  neglected  by  the  Diplo- 
matist. From  the  ae(iuaintance  I  here  formed 
with  Mr.  Provost,  I  was  fully  pei-suaded  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  sympathy  in  my  misfortunes,  and 
of  his  satisfaction  at  my  jn-ospect  of  surmounting 
them  ;  but  as  to  being  indebted  to  his  exertions 
and  address  for  tlu;  restoration  of  the  Beaver,  as 
is  recorded  in  one  of  the  New  York  Gazettes  of 
the  day,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  his  inter- 
ferenc(!  could  not  have  failed  to  be  prejudicial  ; 
and,  aware  of  this,  he  did  not  use  any. 

While  all  commercial  operations  were  suspended 
by  the  embargo,  I  was  busily  engaged  in  having 
the  Beaver  prepared  to  be  ready  for  sea,  as  soon 
as  it  should  be  raised.  For  this  purpose,  we  were 
kindly  supjilied  with  the  requisite  number  of  men 
from  the  Andromache,  as  none  were  procurable 
from  sliore  ;  indeed,  such  was  the  scarcity  of 
foreign  seamen,  that  to  collect  the  number  recjuired 
for  the  Beaver,  appeared  impossible.  In  making 
the  exertions  which  I  did  for  tlur  restoration  of 
the  ship,  which  were  the  cause  of  that  restoration, 
ill  undertaking  the  arduous  task  of  manning  and 
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victnalliii?  till"  shi])  in  a  i)lnco  so  ditHciilt  aa  that 
of  C'allao,  ami  in  luirsiiiiii;  a  I'nigiitiiii;  buHiiiess 
on  the  foast,  with  no  othrr  than  a  crow  made  np 
of  the  most  (iisonlorly  nion,  I  was  actuated  only 
bv  an  ainhition  to  retri<'vo  the  loss,  and  to  con- 
vinei,'  my  employer  that  his  eontidonce  had  not 
lieen  niisplaeed,  lus  tliis  plan  was  entirely  inde- 
penilent  of  my  own  jirivate  emohnnent.  Indeed, 
as  far  as  my  own  interest  was  concerned,  tiie 
ol)lij,Mtioii  to  which  tiie  restoration  of  the  ship 
subjected  me,  was  manifestly  very  detrimental  ; 
as,  but  for  this,  with  far  less  trouble,  I  could  have 
obtaiue<l  much  L;reater  proKt. 

As  it  was  desirable,  on  various  considerations, 
to  lose  no  time  after  the  enibart;o  should  be  raised, 
the  shi))  was  ])ut  in  complete  readiness  ;  but  the 
dWculty  of  procuring  men  seemed  to  be  insur- 
mountable. Asa  last  resource, thoui^'h  a  somewhat 
hojieless  one,  I  made  known  my  embarrassment 
to  the  Viceroy,  statin;;  to  him,  that  the  restoration 
of  n\y  ship  would  be  of  no  advantage  withont 
men  ;  that  men  were  not  procurablo  at  Callao, 
and  that  it  would  be  conferriii'.;  a  great  obligation, 
if  he  wo'-.M  permit  me  to  select  twelve  or  fifteen 
men  from  amoMg  the  ]irisoners  in  tlie  castle  of 
C'allao.  He  hesitated  some  moments  at  this  pro- 
posal ;  but,  after  a  little  reflection,  assented,  <in 
the  condition  that  I  would  engage  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  prevent  their  again  joining  the  ships 
of  the  enemy. 

Acceding  to  t]m  condition,  the  observance  of 
which  was  more  importan.  to  nu;  than  to  him,  he 
gave  me  an  order  to  the  governor  of  the  castle,  to 
deliver  me  fifteen  men,  There  weri>,  at  this  time, 
nearly  a  hundred  ]U'isoners  in  the  castle  ;  a  large; 
portion  of  whom  had  been  taken  in  tin;  Chilian 
jirivateer  Mai])o.  They  were  of  all  nations,  but 
principally  English  and  Americans,  As  soon  as 
♦hey  knew  that  I  had  an  order  for  the  ri'leasu  of 
fifteen  of  their  nunibt'r,  the  solicituile  of  all  was 
HO  great  to  be  among  the  fortunate  ones,  that 
making  the  selection  was  a  task  so  disagreeable, 
that  I  relinquished  it  to  the  jailm-,  and  took>tho 
cliance  of  having  inferior  men.  llaving  selected 
and  taken  the  names  of  the  men,  they  were  not 
permitted  to  go  on  board  till  the  embargo  shonld 
1)(;  raised. 

I  had  not  yet  obtained  the  licence  for  lading 
with  wheat  and  rice  at  Guanchaca,  whence  a  freight 
was  otfered,  but  was  daily  encouragt'd  by  the 
Viceroy  to  expect  it  ;  for,  although  the  Lima 
ship-owners  were  afraid  to  send  their  ships  out, 
they  were  so  clamorous  against  the  novelty  of  sub- 
stituting foreign  shi])s  in  the  coasting  trade,  that 
the  Viceroy  api)eared  to  be  intimidated,  and  defer- 
red from  day  to  day  the  promised  licence. 

A  visit  from  the  Chilian  si|uadron  was  generally 
and  soon  expected.  Its  augmented  force,  result- 
ing from  the  recent  capture  at  Talcahuana,  of 
the  Iloyal  frigate  Maria  Isabella,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  Lord  Coelu-ane's  having  been  appointed 
to  the  supremo  command,  were  known  at  Lima, 
lli'ing  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  this  commander 
had  been  distinguished  for  intrepidity,  where  all 
were  intrepiil,  and  recollecting  that  he  had  been 
selected  as  best  Ktted  to  lead  the  party  destined 
to  burn  the  French  Heet  in  IJasque  Roads,  I  pre- 
sumed that  burning  that  of  ('allao  would  be  no 
more  than  sport  for  him  ;  and  never  failed  to 
express  this  opinion,  whenever  the  expected  attack 


was  the  si'bjecf  of  convei-sation.  In  eontirniatinn 
of  this  bidief,  1  took  the  precaution  to  move  tlu' 
heaver  some  way  below  the  shipping. 

1  had  been  repeatedly  urgeil  by  Mr.  I'rovdst 
not  to  incur  the  risk  of  having  my  shij)  buriud, 
by  waiting  for  a  licence,  which  he  did  not  believe 
would  ever  be  given  tome  ;  but,  to  leave  theplaci' 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Heet  might  cut  otf  all 
possibility  of  doing  so.  The  advice,  1  knew  to  ho 
well  intended  and  disinterested  ;  but,  it  was  cur- 
tain, that  he  coulil  not  be  so  competent  to  jud'^'c 
of  the  risk  of  having  the  ship  burned,  as  1  was  : 
and  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  Viceroy's  intentions, 
he  was  too  blinded  l)y  ])reju(lice  to  form  a  correct 
one  ;  therefore,  I  iireferred  my  own  course,  wliicli 
was  that  of  |)erseverii)g  until  there  should  be  an 
opening  for  some  advantageous  operation,  lor 
which  the  pi'omised  licei'"e  would  be  granted. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 
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O.N  Sunday,  the  21  st  of  February,  the  Andro-  ' 
mache,  with  Mr.  Provost  as  passenger,  and  the 
Livonia  under  her  convoy,  sailed  for  Valparaiso  ; 
at  the  same  time  sailed  the  Hlossom,  wiih  a  large 
amount  of  treasure  ;  and  the  English  brig  Alex- 
ander, both  destined  for  Rio  Janeiro.  As  the 
Livonia  was  now  fairly  on  her  way  to  Valparaiso, 
as  no  other  of  the  neutral  vessels  had  yet  begun 
to  lade  for  that  port,  and  tis  the  arrival  of  the 
Chilian  S(iuadron,  momentarily  exjiected,  might 
prevent  them,  I  began  to  (-ntertain  more  flatterin!,' 
expectations  of  my  speculation,  and  to  regret  that 
1  hail  not  taken  a  greater  interest  in  it. 

Although  the  San  .Vntonio  had  not  sailed,  yet 
she  was  so  nearly  ready,  that  the  Viceroy  did  not 
consider  it  of  importance  to  reipiire  Captain 
Shirretf  to  defer  his  departure  any  longer  on  this 
account.  In  this,  however,  there  was  an  evident 
want  of  judgment  ;  as  Captain  Shirretf  fell  in 
with  the  Chilian  siiuadron,  in  forty-eight  hours 
after  leaving  Callao.  It  is  presumable,  that  the 
Chilian  commander  obtained  no  information  of  the 
San  Antonio  being  on  tlie  point  of  sailing,  other- 
wise he  would  not  have  proceeded  immediately 
for  Callao,  but  would  have  remained  out  of  sight, 
to  windward,  where  this  rich  ship  would  have 
fallen  into  his  hands.  Fortunately  for  the  owners 
of  the  property  on  board  this  ship,  her  de])artnre 
Wiis  deferred  from  day  to  day,  until  the  '28th  of 
Feiii'uary,  wiien  the  arrival  of  the  Chilian  siiuailroii 
put  it  out  of  the  ([uestion. 

This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  atmo- 
sphere is  almost  incessantly  enveloped  in  a  tliiek 
fog,  and  it  was  at  this  time  extremely  dense.  It 
happened  that  the  Viceroy  had  selected  this  day 
to  make  his  annual  visit  to  the  Heet  and  line  el 
defence  recently  com])leted.  While  on  this  duty, 
and  making  ii  circuit  in  the  bay,  on  board  the  brig 
Maijio,  unsuspicious  of  danger,  his  retreat  was 
near  l)eing  cut  oH',  and  himself  imide  prisoner,  by 
the  O'lliggins  and  the  Lautiiro,  Chiliiin  shijis  ot 
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war.  Tli(^  brig  Imd  just  returned  and  eome  to 
anchor,  when  the  fog  dispersing,  presentei!  these 
two  ships  within  Iialf  cannon-shot  ilistance  of  the 
ca.sfle.  The  .Maria  Isabella,  or  O'lliggins  .as  now 
called,  displaye<l  the  .\merican  (lag,  but  tliis  was 
disregarded  at  thi'  fort ;  as,  immediately,  the  can- 
nonading began  from  the  castle,  fort,  and  men-of- 
war.  The  guns,  however,  were  evidently  elevated 
tor  ships  at  a  greater  distance,  as,  for  a  few 
minutes,  we  saw  the  shot  falling  in  abundance  a 
long  way  outside  the  Chilian  ships  ;  and  then  again 
every  object  was  hidden  from  our  sight  by  a  return 
(if  the  fog.  As  neither  party  could  now  see  any 
<iliject  to  aim  at,  we  had  soon  evidence  that  they 
were  tiring  at  random,  for  several  shot  passed 
lietween  our  masts,  and  were  striking  the  waier 
lioth  inside  and  outside  of  the  Heaver.  Fearing, 
therefore,  tliat  the  ship  might  sustain  some  serious 
injury,  we  slipped  our  cal>les,  and  made  sail  to 
get  out  of  the  way.  In  the  course  of  ten  minutes 
we  perceived  ourselves  to  be  close  alongside  a 
large  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Han  .Maitin,  of 
sixty-four  gnus.  Captain  Wilkinson.  The  fog  con- 
tinuing to  be  so  dense  that  friend  could  not  bo 
distinguished  from  foe, — we  came  near  having  tin- 
Hliole  broadside  of  that  heavy  siii|>  jmured  into 
us  ;  every  man  was  at  his  station,  matches  lighted, 
and  waiting  only  the  word,  lire,  when  they  j)er- 
eeived  us  to  bi;  a  nnu'chant  ship  with  the  .\m(>ri- 
can  flag*.  We  soon  after  came  to  anchor  about 
four  miles  below  Callao,  where  we  were  joined  by 
the  other  neutral  ves.sels,  two  of  which  had  been 
struck  by  shot  from  the  batt(>rii's. 

The  O'lliggins  and  the  I.antaro,  favoure<l  by 
the  fog,  had  reached  a  most  advantageous  jiosition 
for  cutting  out  the  S])anish  vessels,  before  a  gun 
iiad  been  fired  ;  the  .San  Martin  was  near,  and 
ready  to  afl'ord  succour  in  cas^-  the  other  ships 
should  be  crippled  in  their  sjiars  or  otherwise  ; 
and  tin  re  was,  all  the  time,  a  tine  leading  In-eeze, 
which  .vonld  enable  them  to  liring  away  any  |iri/es 
they  niij;iit  make,  or  to  retrei't  themselves  if  it 
should  bo  found  necessary.  Under  so  favourable 
a  coincidence  of  circumstances,  tlie  comjilete  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise,  by  the  capture  of  all  the 
Spanish  vessels  in  port,  seemed  to  be  inevitable, 
although  it  could  be  done  only  at  the  expense  of  a 
great  sacrifice  of  life  on  either  side, — a  consiiler- 
ation  of  trifling  weight,  generally,  in  enterprises 
of  this  description.  An  incessant  and  tremendous 
cannonading  had  Ijcen  kept  uj)  for  aliout  half  an 
h<iur,  after  which  we  heard  only  an  occasional  gun, 
and  then  a  dead  silence  succeeded.  It  was  now 
evident  that  the  battle  had  ceastjd  ;  but  who  were 
the  victors,  or  who  the  van([uished,  wlielher  we 
were  to  see  the  Spanisli  flt'ct  brought  away  by  the 
Chilian,  or  the  latter  crip|)li  1  and  flying  before 
their  enemy,  were  events  of  the  most  interesting 
and  exciting  cliaracter,  but  of  which  we  were 
unable  to  form  an  opinion,  owing  to  tlie  extriMne 
density  of  tlie  fog.  At  length,  the  fog  dispersing. 
We  perceived  the  Chilian  fleet  within  aliout  a  mile 
of  us,  unaccompanied  by  any  prize,  and  a]iparently 
uninjured.  They  came  to  anchor  near  the  island 
of  San  Lorenzo.  .Such  a  result,  such  a  failure 
under  so  favoui'ablc  auspices,  surprised  everybody, 


*  While  speakiiii!  this  ship,  five  of  my  men  jiimpud 
(iverlKiaiil,  ami  were  taken  up  Iiy  her  boat,  sent  for  Iho 
purpoHf. 


and,  by  inspiring  the  Spaniards  with  increased  con- 
fidence, augmented  tlie  hazard  of  u  second  attack. 

While  lying  at  anchor  at  about  two  miles'  dis- 
tance from  the  Chilian  fleet,  a  di.s]iositioii  was 
manifested  by  my  men  to  desert  to  them.  If 
they  succeeded,  it  would  be  impossible  to  procure 
others,  and  the  consequence  would  be  ruinous. 
To  avert  such  a  misfortune,  recourse  to  the  most 
des]ierate  means  must  be  used,  if  others  failed.  1 
therelore  si'ciired  the  boats,  loailed  my  jiistols, 
and  threatened  with  instant  death  anyone  wlio 
should  make  the  attempt.  A  rigorous  watch  by 
myself  and  officers,  and  a  conviction  on  the  p.art  of 
the  crew  of  the  danger  of  the  undertaking,  kept 
them  i|iiiet.  Early  next  morning  I  proceeded  to 
Callao,  and  experic  need  considi'rable  difficulty  in 
obtaining  jieniiission  to  land,  but  at  length  suc- 
ceeded, and  went  immediately  to  Lima,  where,  on 
arrival,  I  lost  no  time  before  waiting  on  the  Vice- 
roy, whom  I  foimd  surrounded  with  officers,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  summoned  to  deliberate  on  the 
best  course  to  pursue  in  the  existing  emergency. 

As  he  knew  my  ship  was  lying  near  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  ju'esnmed  I  might  have  had  inter- 
course with  them,  ho  did  not  permit  me  to  wait 
many  minutes  for  an  audience.  But  I  could  give 
him  no  information  which  he  did  not  already 
possess,  of  the  size  of  the  slii|is,  and  the  nnniber 
of  guns.  (Jf  the  crews,  whether  their  comple- 
ment was  full  or  not  ;  or  whether  the  men  were 
seamen  or  otherwise,  1  knew  nothing.  I  then 
stated  to  his  Excellency  the  mutinous  dispo- 
sition of  the  Beaver's  men  ;  the  difficulty  I  had 
experienced  in  preventing  their  joining  the  Chi- 
lians ;  the  only  mode  of  ]ireventiiig  it  being  that 
of  sending  them  to  prison  again,  or  of  enabling 
me  to  take  them  away,  by  <lelaying  no  longer  to 
furnish  me  with  the  promised  license.  The  pro- 
priety and  urgency  of  the  last  measure  was  so 
<ibvious,  that,  no  longer  regarding  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Lima  ship-owners,  he  directed  the 
secri'tary  immediately  to  make  out  a  licence  for 
the  Beavi'r,  to  proceed  to  I'isco,  (inanchaca,  and 
I'acasmayo.  This  was  sent  to  mo  next  day  at 
Callao,  whither  1  returned  the  same  day. 

I  new  applied  to  the  General  of  Marine  for 
launches,  wherewith  to  get  my  cables  and  anchm-a 
(which  had  lieen  slipped),  and  take  them  to  the 
ship  ;  but  he  refused,  from  the  apprehension  that 
tlii'y  might  be  taken  from  me  by  the  enemy.  I 
had,  therefore,  no  other  resonrc(^  left  than  that  of 
going  with  the  slii|i  to  the  anchors.  With  this 
view  we  got  under  way  on  the  2cl  of  March,  and 
beat  up  to  where  our  anchors  lay,  which  having 
recovered,  we  were  orden-d  to  move  down  again, 
as  all  the  neutral  vessels  had  done,  in  order  that 
we  might  not  serve  as  a  shield  to  the  enemy  in 
case  of  an  attack. 

The  intercourse  of  the  neutrals  with  Callao  was 
nov  interdicted  by  the  Royalists,  and  those  of 
them  who  had  not  taken  the  jirecantion  to  su]iply 
tliemselv(>s  with  water  and  provisions,  were  actu- 
ally in  distress,  ami  could  find  but  partial  relief 
from  their  neighbours.  Whilst  the  supercargoes 
and  agents  of  the  several  neutral  ships  were  suf- 
fering the  greatest  embarrassment  from  their 
non-cominunic!ition  with  the  shore,  the  difficulties 
were  gri  atly  augmented  by  a  iiroclamation  of  the 
Chilian  commander,  Lord  Cochrane,  which  was 
coinniuiiicated  to  the  masters  of  all  the  neutral 
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vessels  tlion  present,  ilecliiriiig  tlic  whole  coast  of 
Peru,  from  its  soutliern  extremity  to  Oiiayaiiuil, 
ill  a  state  of  riRonnis  Ijloekiule  ;  and  giving  neu- 
trals until  the  KUh  of  Mareli  to  settle  tiieir  aflairs, 
and  remove  themselves  from  its  iiitiuenee. 

This  measure  seemed  at  first  sight  to  threaten 
annihilation  to  the  pro.speet  presented  liy  tlie  lleenci! 
of  which  1  had  heeii  so  long  in  pursuit,  aii<l  was 
of  so  serious  a  nature  as  to  re(|uire  much  ponder- 
ing upon  the  next  stej)  I  should  take.  Tlie  ineom- 
l)ctency  of  their  naval  force  to  a  legal  blockade, 
even  of  one-eighth  part  of  tht;  ectast  declared  to 
lie  blockaded,  the  origin  of  the  measure,  and  the 
intention,  iielng  merely  an  a]iology  for  tlie  j>lunder 
of  neutrals,  were  circumstances  so  palpable  as  to 
leave  no  douht  in  the  minds  of  the  most  iinob- 
serving.  Kecolleeting  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  manifested  a  determined  dis- 
regard of  the  paper  blockades  of  England  an<l 
France,  from  whence  this  was  imported  in  a 
(hrect  line  by  Iiis  lordship  in  person,  1  had  no 
douljt  of  protection  from  my  government  in  dis- 
regarding this.  IJsesides,  to  suppose  that  the 
Chilian  republic  would  ha/.ard  ofl'eiiding  her  l)est 
friend,  by  persisting  in  enforcing  a  measure  evi- 
dently adopted  with  a  view  to  plunder  by  a  few 
English  adventurers,  would  be  su])posing  lier  t  > 
act  witli  a  dt'gree  of  imbecility  inconsistent  wi'ii 
her  general  policy  since  her  attainment  of  iiK  e- 
pcndence. 

From  these  considerations,  as  well  as  from  not 
knowing  what  else  to  do  with  the  ship,  I  deter- 
mined to  pursue  the  plan  1  had  marked  out  at 
first  ;  and  as  the  port  of  Callao  must  be  considered 
now  as  legally  blockaded,  not  to  return  there  until 
I  had  ascertained  that  the  blockade  was  raised. 
This  decision  was  in  opposition  to  that  of  all  tlie 
otlier  neutral  agents,  and  of  the  twelve  neutral 
vessels  then  lying  in  Callao  bay,  the  Heaver  was 
the  only  one  whose  destination  was  not  defeated 
and  prospects  ruined  by  this  proclamation  of 
blockade. 

Being  all  prejiared  to  sail  on  the  8tli  of  March, 
I  went  on  board  the  (t'lliggins  frigate  to  demand 
my  men,  but  with  no  exiieclation  of  their  restora- 
tion. Accordingly,  when  I  made  known  to  the 
captain  of  that  sliip,  an  Englishman  by  the  name 
of  Foster,  the  object  of  my  visit,  he  not  only 
peremptorily  refused  giving  them  up,  but  in 
the  true  insolent  style,  jicculiar  to  John  Bull, 
expressed  a  regret  that  more  of  them  had  not 
deserted.  As  I  was  going  away  he  tauntingly 
held  up  the  proclamation,  and  bid  me  beware  of 
the  conse(|uences.  1  rejilied,  that  I  was  as  well 
acquainted  with  my  business  as  he  was  with  liis, 
therefore  the  caution  or  threat  was  unnecessary 
and  misplaced. 

As  the  Lautaro  was  laying  near,  I  went  on 
board  to  see  Captain  Guise,  with  whom  i  had 
heeome  aciiuaiiited  at  Valparaiso.  I  found  him 
in  his  cot,  recovering  from  a  slight  wound  received 
when  exchanging  shots  with  the  castle.  The 
friendly  and  polite  reception  I  experienced  from 
this  gentleman  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  that 
from  Captain  Foster,  and  jiresented  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  difference  of  conduct,  on  the  same 
occasion,  of  ofticers  of  the  same  grade  ;  one  of 
whom  had  been  reared  and  educated  in  polished 
society,  and  the  other  among  the  low  and  vulgai*. 
Captain  Guise  expressed  regret  that  their  present 


want  of  men  was  sucli  that  no  influence  he  could 
use  with  Lord  Cochrane  would  be  of  any  avail. 
In  speaking  of  the  proclamation  of  blockade,  I  did 
not  fail  to  express  my  opinion,  that  tlie  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  woulil  support  me  in 
not  eonsidering  those  ports  blockaded  before 
which  there  was  no  naval  foi-ce,  and  that  I  had 
deti'rmined  to  act  in  coiiforiiiity  with  that  opinion, 
which  lie  seemed  to  consider  a  correct  one. 

On  returning  to  the  Beaver  without  the  men,  I 
perceived,  a  general  manifesta.I  ii  of  dislike  among 
the  crew  to  go  to  sea,  with  so  many  short  of  our 
eom]dement  ;  but  there  was  no  possibility  of  pro- 
curing others,  and  delay  would  be  more  likely  to 
change  the  asj)ect  of  affairs  for  the  worse  than  the 
better.  I  therefore  called  all  hands  aft  ;  repre- 
sented  to  them  the  easy  and  short  voyage  we  had 
to  perform  ;  that  the  numbers  now  on  board  were 
an  ample  complement  for  any  voyage  on  this 
coast  ;  that  I  had  considered  we  had  an  extra 
number  originally  taken,  in  order  to  make  the 
greater  despatch  in  lading  the  ship  ;  but  that,  j 
nevertheless,  if  they  would  go  to  work  cheerfully 
and  heave  up  the  anchor,  I  would  engage  to 
divide  among  them  the  wages  of  the  five  men 
who  had  deserted,  until  I  could  ship  others  in  their 
stead.  This  had  the  desired  effect ;  they  went 
with  alacrity  to  the  windlass,  hove  up  the  anchor, 
made  sail,  and  at  four  v.  .m.  1  was  once  again  on 
the  broad  ocean,  in  the  uncontrolled  command  of 
the  Beaver. 

More  than  two  years  had  elapsed  since  the 
seizure  of  the  ship  at  Talcahuana  ;  and,  during 
that  time,  1  had  experienced  scarcely  anything 
but  a  continued  series  of  vexations,  altercations, 
and  the  most  prolonged  and  aggravating  state  of 
suspense.  The  freedom  from  thraldom,  therefore, 
which  1  now  experienced  was  at  firet  difficult  to 
believe,  and  many  days  passed  aw.ay  before  1  pos- 
sessed an  entire  consciousness  of  having  regained 
the  powe-r  of  independent  action.  We  stood  off 
to  the  south-west,  braced  sharp  to  the  wind  until 
we  had  reached  the  desired  latitude,  and  then 
tacked  to  the  eastward.  As  we  approached  the 
land  we  became  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog,  which 
caused  the  loss  of  several  hours,  while  lying-to  in 
the  hope  of  its  dispersion.  At  length,  it  suddenly 
cleared  away,  and  showed  us  that,  in  the  endea- 
vour to  save  time,  we  had  infringed  the  bounds  of 
lirudencc.  The  ship  could  not  have  been  better 
placed,  oven  had  it  been  clear  ;  but  we  had  ap- 
proached the  shore  nearer  thar  I  supposed,  being 
midw.iy  between  Sangallaii  and  the  Cliincha 
Islands,  with  Pisco  right  ahead,  where  we  an- 
chored at  four  p.  M.,  just  four  days  after  our 
dejiarture  from  Callao. 

1  immediately  wont  on  shore,  and  was  met  at 
the  landing  liy  the  subdelegate  of  marine,  Don 
Vincente  Algorti,  and  a  sijuad  of  armed  soldier.s. 
On  being  satisfied  of  tb  ^  friendly  character  of 
my  mission,  the  soldiers  were  dismissed  and  1 
was  condncti.'d  to  town  by  the  officer,  and  intro- 
duced by  him  to  the  Governor,  Gonzalez,  who,  on 
being  satisfied  with  the  legitimacy  of  my  passport, 
offered  me  all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  facilitate 
my  views.  As  it  was  late  in  the  evening  before 
I  finished  my  interview  with  the  Governor,  and 
the  surf  was  so  great  that  1  could  not  return  to 
the  ship  without  getting  wet,  I  accepted  the  offer 
of  Don  Vincente  to  take  a  bed  at  his  house  ;  and. 
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as  this  gentleman  had  almost  the  exclusive  com- 
merce of"  the  place,  it  gave  me  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  requisite  information  relative  to  the 
object  of  my  voyage.  lie  told  me  that  at  this 
season  of  the  year  only  a  small  cpiantity  of  Itraudy 
and  wine  were  usually  procurable  ;  but  he  thought 
it  probable  the  ijuantity  I  wanted  might  be  ob- 
tained, and  he  would  ascertain  the  ne.xt  day. 

In  the  mean  time  it  was  discovered,  that  a  brig 
had  anchored  near  .Sangallan,  which  they  sus- 
pected to  1)0  an  enemy  ;  and  were  very  desirous 
that  I  should  reconnoitre.  Accordingly  1  jjro- 
cecded  to  the  brig,  which  I  found  to  be  the 
Frederick  of  Stonington,  on  a  sealing  voyage,  oidy 
four  months  from  the  United  States.  Here  1  was 
surjirised  to  be  recognised  by  the  mate,  who, 
seventeen  years  before,  had  been  navigating  these 
remote  seas  with  me  in  the  Lelia  Byrd,  as  seaman. 
He  had  j)ursued  the  sealing  business  since,  and 
by  his  good  conduct,  and  great  exjierience,  had 
been  atlvanced  to  a  mate's  berth.  The  report  I 
made  of  this  vessel,  which  at  the  same  time  was 
confirmed  by  the  master,  in  person,  tended  to  re- 
lieve the  apprehensions  of  the  good  jieople  of  I'isco. 

On  the  third  day  aftor  our  arrival,  1  sent  off  to 
the  ship  several  launches  loaded  with  brandy ;  but 
80  much  care  and  adroitness  were  requisite  in 
taking  it  on  board,  and  in  stowing  it  afterwards, 
that,  although  the  stowing  was  done  by  experi- 
diced  stevedores,  wc  made  but  slow  progress.  To 
hoist  a  fragile  jar,  containing  twenty  gallons,  up 
the  high  sides  of  a  light  shij),  while  rolling  in  an 
open  roadstead,  required  the  attention  of  se^■cral 
men  to  guard  it  from  striking,  and  great  vigilance 
in  the  officer  to  see  this  duty  properly  performed  ; 
yet,  with  all  our  care,  many  jars  were  broken. 

The  feebleness  of  my  ship's  company,  which 
was  particularly  manifested  when  taking  in  cargo, 
the  ai)prehensiou  of  desertion,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  supplying  the  loss  should  any  one  of  them 
desert,  their  knowledge  of  this,  and  probable  pre. 
sumption  that  the  indulgences  they  received  might 
be  still  farther  extended,  induced  them  to  .attempt 
carrying  into  effect  a  measure  that  would  have 
led  to  the  subversion  of  all  discipline,  and  en- 
dangered the  safety  o'  the  ship  and  cargo.  This 
was  an  attempt  to  oring  on  board,  and  hold  in 
their  possession,  a  jar  of  brandy.  I  was  not  on 
board  at  the  time  ;  but  Mr.  Pinkham,  seeing  the 
man  with  it,  very  judiciously  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade him  to  give  it  up,  promising  to  serve  it  out 
to  them  in  such  quantities  as  should  be  most 
useful  to  them.  But  this  they  would  not  submit 
to,  and  swore  they  would  do  as  they  pleased  with 
their  own  liquor.  Perceiving  remonstrance  to  be 
vain,  and  aware  of  the  mischief  that  would  result 
from  its  being  in  their  possession,  Mr.  Pinkham 
very  ])roperly  knocked  the  jar  out  of  the  fellow's 
hands,  which  broke  it,  and  spilled  all  the  brandy. 
The  most  abusive  language  then  followed  from 
several ;  the  mutiny  became  general,  and  all 
hands  left  off  work,  lu  the  evening,  one  of  the 
shore  boats  brought  me  a  note  detailing  these 
transactions,  and  the  contiimed  insubordination  of 
the  crew.  It  was  too  late  to  go  on  board  that 
evening  ;  and  I  had,  conseriuently,  time  to  revolve 
in  my  mind  the  most  prudent  and  judicious  mode 
of  proceeding.  I  was  offered  a  file  of  soldiers, 
to  take  as  many  as  I  chose  on  shore,  and  have 
them  whipped ;  but,  though  this  could  easily  be 


done,  it  would  only  tend  to  increase  the  difficulty 
when  we  should  be  out  of  the  reach  of  tliis  aid. 
It  was  obvious,  that,  to  secure  any  further  ser- 
vices from  these  men,  they  must  be  subdued  by 
the  efforts  of  myself  and  officers  alone  ;  and,  cost 
what  it  might,  1  <letermined  to  try  the  issue,  and 
to  convince  them,  that  there  could  be  but  one 
master  to  the  Beaver.  The  task  was  an  arduous 
a'ld  a  hazardous  one,  but  there  was  no  alternative. 
Accordingly,  on  going  on  board,  and  finding  my 
officers  ready  to  second  me, — all  work  on  board 
continuing  to  be  suspended, — wo  determined,  that 
seizing  up  the  ringleader  to  the  shrouds,  and 
giving  him  a  good  whipping  before  tlie  whole  crew, 
would  be  the  readiest  and  best  way  of  settling  the 
diifieulty  ;  but,  if  the  men  made  the  resistance 
which  was  apprehended,  the  attempt  might  be 
attended  with  serious  consequences.  Having 
loaded  our  pistols,  and  prepared  the  requisite 
.seizings,  I  called  the  ringleader,  by  name,  to  come 
aft,  which  he  did  very  readily,  and  no  doubt  with 
the  expectation  of  support  from  liis  shipmates. 
I  asked  him  how  he  dared  to  speak  to  the  officer 
of  the  ship  in  the  insolent  manner  he  had  done  ? 
He  rej)lied  with  equal  insolence,  that  the  officer 
had  broken  his  jar  of  brandy,  and  he  would  be 
damned  if  he,  or  any  one  else,  should  do  any  more 
work  on  board  until  it  was  made  up  to  him.  I 
then  turned  to  the  mates,  and  desired  them  to 
.seize  him  up  to  the  rigging.  The  crew,  who  had 
been  watching  the  progress  of  the  business  from 
the  forecastle,  now  began  moving  aft  in  a  body. 
I  therefore  immediately  took  a  pistol  in  each  hand, 
and,  meeting  them  half  way,  leisurely  laid  a  rope 
across  the  dock,  and  threatened  with  instant  death 
any  man  who  should  dare  to  cross  it.  This  had 
the  desii'cd  effect.  No  one  had  the  temerity  to 
try  me  ;  and  the  fellow  was  whipped  until  he 
begged  for  mercy,  and  promised  never  to  behave 
amiss  again  ;  and  indeed  he  was  ever  after,  while 
on  board,  an  orderly,  good  man.  With  my  pistols 
still  in  hand,  1  then  went  forward,  and  perempto- 
rily ordered  the  men  to  their  duty,  on  pain  of  a  like 
punishment  to  any  one  who  refused.  I  did  not 
allow  them  time  for  consultation  ;  as,  calling  them 
by  name,  I  ordered  them  innuediately  on  various 
parts  of  ship's  duty.  Not  one  of  them  saw  fit 
even  to  hesitate  ;  and  they  were,  ever  after,  as 
orderly  a  crew  as  I  could  desire.  Having  now- 
passed  a  week  at  I'isco,  and  taken  on  board  six 
hundred  jars  of  brandy  and  wine,  wo  siiiled  for 
Guanchaca,  and  thus  demonstrated,  that  this  part 
of  the  coast  was  not  in  a  state  of  blockade,  in  the 
true  and  legitimate  acceptation  of  that  term. 


CHAPTER  XXXil. 

Pisco.— Arrival  at  riiiancliaca.— Al.irm  at  Truxillo.— Vn- 
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to  Callao.— I  )isa])]icarance  of  tlio  Volador. 

Pisro  is  situated  on  a  sandy  plain,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  ser -shore.     It  has  two 
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ciniri-lios  near  tin-  Great  Siniaro,  one  of  wliicli  was 
built  by  the  Jesuits.  Tlieso  indieato  a  degree  of 
prDsjierity  ami  rieiies,  at  the  time  they  wi're  built, 
wliicii  does  not  now  exist.  In  their  deeaying  and 
dilapidated  state,  in  that  of  the  jirivate  dwellings, 
and  in  the  eoinnieree,  so  meagre  eoni])are<l  with 
what  it  might  be,  there  is  eontinued  evidenee  of 
the  withering  etVeets  attendant  on  the  v;retehed 
jiolioy,  under  which  this  people  have  so  long  suf- 
fered. The  haciendas  or  farms,  in  the  vicinity  of 
I'iseo,  are  very  productive  ;  and  their  produce, 
brandy  and  wine,  with  which  Lima,  and  the  whole 
coast  as  far  as  Panama,  is  supplied,  meets  with  a 
ready  sale  ;  but  the  heavy  duties  on  exports  from 
tlu'uce,  and  on  the  imports  at  other  places,  tend 
greatly  to  cramp  and  diminish  this  conunerco. 

As  tlie  next  poi-t  of  our  destination  was  little 
more  than  live  degrees  to  the  northward  of  I'isen, 
we  had  a  pleasant  and  easy  sail  before  the  wind, 
and  on  tlie  third  day  after  our  departure,  were  jilf 
the  town  of  (Juanehaea,  which,  owing  to  a  dense 
fi)g,  we  hail  passed,  as  we  perceived  on  its  clearing 
away,  by  discoveriii!;  the  church  on  the  hill  to 
windward  of  us.  We  therefore  had  to  jiass  the 
day  in  taekiii!»  oH'  and  on,  to  gain  the  anchorage, 
wliicii  was  not  effected  until  sunset. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Truxillo 
and  Uuancliaca,  who  had  heard  of  the  blockade  of 
Callao,  and  had  no  information  of  our  coining, 
sn)i]iosed  us  to  be  one  of  the  Chilian  si|nadron, 
and  w(Te  thrown  into  the  greatest  consternation. 
All  their  military  force  was  on  the  alert  all  ilay ; 
and  although  after  coming  to  anchor  I  sent  (by  a 
couph'  of  Indians)  some  letters  from  Lima,  to 
merchants  of  Truxillo.  tending  to  conrirni  my 
report  of  who  we  were,  tliese  were  not  sufficient 
to  i|uiet  th'ir  alar  is.  They  were  on  the  watch 
all  night,  and  Truxillo  remained  in  a  state  of  con- 
fusion, until  I  wiMit  on  shore  (the  next  mornin'j;) 
and  exhiliited  to  the  Ciovcrnur  the  licence  of  the 
Viceroy. 

Innnediately  on  lauding',  I  was  provided  with  a 
horse,  and  conducted  to  Truxillo,  by  a  ]iariy  of 
cavalry.  Meing  escorted  to  the  (.iovernor'w  house, 
I  foinid  him  and  the  Subdelegate  of  Marine  wait- 
ing my  arrival.  Neither  of  these  gentlemen 
appeared  entirely  to  have  recovered  from  the  ]ire- 
ceding  night's  alarm.  The  (Jovernor,  howcvei-, 
did  give  intimation  of  returning  spirits,  in  my 
presence,  by  a  severe  reprimand  to  a  res]ieetalde- 
lookiui'  man,  who  liapiieneil  to  come  in  on  business, 
Athertini;  to  the  confusion  that  reigned  in  the 
town,  the  ))reeeding  night,  he  angrily  oliservc.'d  to 
him,  that  it  bad  apjieared  as  if  every  man  would 
lie  (iovernor,  Iml  lie  would  let  them  know  there 
was  but  one.  Owl'ii;  to  the  mail  from  Lima  hav- 
ii.g  been  stopp.d  by  the  freshets  wliieh  rendered 
the  rivers  inipassalile,  we  were  the  bearers  of 
ilates  ten  days  later  from  thence,  than  they  wert^ 
in  possession  of,  uotwithstandin;;  our  voyage  first 
to  I'Isco;  consc(|nently,  as  all  information  was 
particiilaily  interesting  and  acceptable  at  this 
time,  my  visit  was  jirolonged  nuich  beyond  the 
time  wliii'h  is  usual  on  a  first  interview. 

Having  finally  completed  i(.  my  next  object 
was  to  linil  the  merchant  to  whom  I  had  a  letter 
of  introduction,  ami  with  whom  I  expi'cted  t(j 
transact  my  business.  1  found  him  to  be,  as  he 
had  been  repi'esenled  to  me,  a  modest,  nnassum- 
ing  man,  and  with  nuich  decision   of  character. 


He  at  once  made  me  a  jiroposal  for  my  brandy 
and  wine,  which  ajipeared  to  l)e  very  fair,  offering 
to  jiay  me  in  wheat  and  rice,  at  the  current  price. 
Tliis  I  promised  to  take  into  considemfi(>n,  and  to 
give  an  ansv/er  next  morning.  1  then  sought  the 
family  of  Lynch,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction, from  one  of  their  comiexions  in  Lima. 
This  is  a  family  of  Irish  descent,  who  inlieritcil  a 
very  larger  lamled  tstate  in  this  vicinity,  i  hc- 
ci'pted  their  invitation  to  take  a  bed  at  their  house, 
and  found  them  a  vei-y  amiable,  good-natured, 
and  pious  family  of  fanatics,  their  minds  entirely 
subservi"nt  to  the  direction  of  crafty  |irie.sts  ;  and 
tlu'ir  bodies  actually  suffering  frorii  the  rigid 
observance  of  jirescribc-d  fasti.  One  of  them,  who 
had  been  a  merchant,  I  consulled  on  the  proposal 
made  for  my  cargo,  which  lie  considered  to  be 
liberal,  and  advised  my  aece])ting  it,  which  i  did, 
accordingly.  As  the  ])roceeds  of  my  cargo  from 
Pisco  would  not  be  sufficient  to  lade  more  than 
half  the  ship  with  wheat  and  rice,  I  proposed 
taking  freight,  and  soon  had  offered,  at  a  high 
rate,  more  than  sufficient  to  comidete  the  lading 
of  the  shi|). 

Having  disposed  of  the  cargo,  contracted  for 
another,  and  engaged  a  person  to  provide  the 
launches,  the  launchmeii,  and  the  tascaros,  >ir  men 
who  take  tlu'  carijo  on  their  shoulders,  and  irans- 
port  it  from  the  launches  to  the  beach,  I  rt'turneil 
to  the  shi])  the  third  day  after  leaving  her,  and 
immediately  set  about  discharging  and  receiving 
cargo  at  the  same  time.  We  soon  perceived  that 
the  roadstead  of  (Juanehaea  was  a  most  nnconi- 
fortablo  ]dace  for  a  ship  to  lade.  T'lie  distance  at 
wliiidi  it  was  necessary  to  anchor  the  ship  from 
the  landing,  the  slow  process  of  loading  and  ini- 
liiading  the  launches  through  the  surf,  and  the 
three  days,  at  every  full  and  change  of  the  moon, 
when  the  surf  was  so  much  increaseil  as  to  cut  ofl' 
all  commuiiieatioM  lii'twei-n  the  shij)  and  the  shore, 
coir.ljined  to  call  into  rei|uisitioii  our  wliolt"  stock 
of  patience.  We  had  been  imlustriously  engaged 
about  ten  days,  had  delivered  about  half  our  cargo, 
and  received  on  board  ujiwards  of  a  thousand 
bags  of  wheat,  when  tlu;  cable  jiarted,  and  the 
current  setting  to  leewaril,  carried  us  some  way 
from  the  anchorage,  before  we  perceived  onrstdves 
<lriftiiig.  We  had,  therefore,  no  other  resource, 
than  to  make  i;ail,  ami  stand  out  to  sea  so  far,  as 
to  secure  a  prospect  of  riachini;  our  aiudiorage 
early  in  the  morning.  What  remlered  this  biisi 
ness  j)articularly  onerous,  was  the  circumstance, 
that,  at  the  time  of  jiarting  the  cable,  Mr.  rink- 
ham,  and  half  the  crew,  were  ashore  on  duty. 

As  wi'  approached  the  land,  next  morning,  we 
saw  a  vess(d  making  directly  for  ns  ;  and  which, 
on  coming  near,  proved  to  l)e  the  Chilian  brig  of 
war  (iaivarino.  It  was  now  evident,  that  I  should 
soon  know  if  he  would  act  in  conformity  with  tlii' 
temu'  of  the  proclamation  of  blockade.  Accord 
ingly,  wlien  within  hail,  he  iminired.  What  ship  ( 
Answer;  The  Iti'aver.  (Question  ;  What  are  you 
doing  here,  sir  f  Answer;  Loailing  with  wheat. 
<>,  you  are,  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  ;  you  ari'  a  good 
prize.  Answer;  Stop  until  I  am  fully  loaded, 
and  I  shall  then  be  a  better  prize.  He  then  sent 
his  bolt,  ami  reipiested  me  to  eome  on  board  with 
my  |iapers,  whicli  I  coniplieil  wilh,  ami  was  treated 
with  gri'at  civility  by  Caiitain  Spry,  with  whom  I 
I  had  become  aei|nainte>|  ni  Valjiaraiso.     After  h;df 


L.-<il«>,$fJ!?.' ' 


fi)l'  my  brandy 
y  lair,  (itViTin;; 
currfiit  jirii'c. 
erali(>n,  and  tn 
lien  souf^lit  tlu' 
Ifttcr  of  intri)- 
>:i(ins  in  Lima. 
Iii>  inlii'ritcd  a 
I'icinity.     '    ac- 

I  at  tlu'irhiinM', 
j;o(id-natnn.il, 
minds  fntircly 

ty  |iricHtH  ;  and 
roiii  tlio  ri^'id 
H-  of  tlioni, « lid 
on  till'  ]iro[)osal 
insidcrcd  to  lie 
it,  wliicii  I  ilid, 
my  cari:;()  from 
lado  moiv  tliaii 
ico,  I  iirojiosi'd 
•red,  at  a  lii,i;li 
[)icte  tlio  lading 

,  contracted  for 
to  provide  tlir 
tascaros,  or  men 
Iders,  and  irans- 
L'aeli,  1  returned 
eaviiif;  lier,  and 
lil  and  reeeivini; 

II  jierceived  that 
a  most  uncoin- 
'I'lie  distance  at 

r  the  sliip  from 
loading  and  mi- 

0  surf,  and  tiie 
ige  of  tlic  moon,  ! 
ased  ns  to  cut  otf 
ij)  and  the  shore, 
our  whole  stoek 
triously  eiigafjcil 
it  half  our  ear,!,'(i, 

;  of  a  thousand 
j)arted,  and  the 
ed  us  some  way 
•eeived  oui'selves 
)  other  resource, 
to  sea  so  far,  as 
l;  our  anchoraj,'e 
(IcccmI  this  liusi 
le  cii'cnmslanci', 
cahle,  Mr.  I'iiiU- 
lore  on  duty, 
ext  morning;,  we 
us  ;  anil  which, 
e  Chilian  liri;;  of 

1  lit,  that  I  should 
iforniily  witli  the 
ickade.      Accord 

red,  What  shiii  '■ 

;  What  are  you 

linn  ^^''''  wlieiit. 

,  you  are  ii  K'oml 

am  fully  loaded, 

.      lie  "then  sent 

lie  tm  lioard  with 

1,  and  waH  treated 

ry,  witli  whom  I 

■a'iso.     After  half 


TRUXILLO. 


107 


an  lionr'8  convc'sation,  he  heeame  convinced  that 
he  had  better  not  molest  me  ;  he  therefore,  after 
endorsini;  my  refjister,  and  retr  niuf;  me  on  board 
the  Ueaver,  pursued  his  course,  and  left  me  at 
liberty  to  pursue  mine. 

llavini;  thus  fairly  tested  tlie  degree  of  molesta- 
tion to  be  apprehended  from  the  Chilian  cruisers, 
my  contidence  in  the  success  of  my  voyage  was 
greatly  increased.     But  the  circumstance  that  had 
inspired  vw  with  couHdence,  had  entirely  annihi- 
lated that  of   the   freighters.       ila.ing  waited  a 
considerable  time,  after  coming  to  anchor,  for  the 
return  of  the  otticer  and  H'eii,  who  had  been  left 
ashore,  without  seeing  any  thing  of  them,  I  was 
entirely  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  it.     But,  as 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  they  could  suspect  me 
of  treachery,  I  h' d  no  ai)prehensioii  for  my  men, 
and  therefore  despatched  the  second  mate  and  four 
hands  to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  the  first. 
These,  on   landing,  were   immediately  taken  into 
custody  of  till!  military,  preparatory  to  being  in- 
terrogated  ;  and  thus  was  1  left,  in  an  open  road- 
stead, without  ail  otficer,  and  with  only  six  men. 
iiiilil  the  next  day,  when  they  were  jierniitted  to 
return.     The  answer  I  gave  to  Cajitain  Spry,  and 
which  they  a.icertaiued  by  interrogating  the  .sailors, 
was  construed  into  an  intent  of  giving  the  cargo  to 
the  enemy,  when  the  lading  should  be  completed  ; 
and  was  such  confirmation  of  their  suspicions,  that 
lliose  who  had  engaged  to  freight   now  declined 
doing  so,  and  those  wlio  had  freight  on  board  were 
desirous  of  taking  it  out.     As  this  was  out  of  tin; 
iHiestioii,  and  as  it  was  evident  no  more  freight 
could  be  obtained  here,  1  determined  to  proceed 
to  .Malabrigo,  and  take  on  board  what  1  knew  to 
be  there  ready,  on  ship's  account,  and  any  freight 
that  might  oft'er. 

On  anchoring  at  Malabrigo,  in   tlii' vicinity  of 
which  is  the  town  of  San  I'edro,  I  had  soon  a 
number  of  applications  to  freight,  and  contracted 
for  a  considerable  ((uantity,  to  be  taken  on  board 
at  Pacasmayo.     The  first  freighters  having  gra- 
dually I'ecovered  their  senses,  came  to  ':s  in  the 
hope  of  jiersuading  us  to  return,  and  fulfil  the 
engagement,  which  they  had  broken.     Hut  their 
ap\dicatioii  was   too  late,  and  tliey  were  greatly 
disappointed,  when   they  discovered   that  having 
contracted  for  other  freight,  sufhcient  to  fill  up 
the  slii]i,  it  was  not  in  my  ))owe!'  to  take  theirs. 
Having   broken    the   stream   anchor  at  (jlnaii- 
;    cliaca,  and  lost  a  bower  and  a  kedge  at  M.ilabrigo, 
our  only  di'|iendeiice  now  for  connileting  our  lading 
at  I'aeasmayo  was  ou  the  only  remaining  bower 
'   anchor,     'i'liis,  however,  served  us  ;   and,  on  the 
Uitli  of  May.  having  a  cargo  on  board  e\c.  edilig  in 
weight  tbiiteeii  tliousand  iininials,  which  brought 
the  ship's  ehainuales  alinosf  even  with  the  v.iti  r, 
we  sailed  forCallao.      As  I  had  been  able  to  u'.itnili 
■   no  iiiforiuation  from  Callao  since   I  left  it,  1  was 
very  anxious  to  know  the  state  of  affairs  before 
venturing   too   near.       1   therefore   looked    in  to 
(iuaeho,  where  |ierceiviiig  ii  brig  at  anchor,  with 
I'lnglish  colours  displayed,  I  sent  the  boat  to  obtain 
inl'onnalion,  while  the  shiji  was  lying  to.     (hi  re- 
turning, I  was  rejoiced  to  learn,  that  the  Chilian 
si|nadron  had  left  the  bay  of  Callao  nearly  a  nionlli 
I   since,  and  that  there  was  no  impediment  to  entering 
I   there.    This  brig  (the  Colnmhia)  had  been  boarded 
!    a  few  days    before    by    the    Macedonian    frigate, 
'   Captain  Dowiies,  who  impiiri'd  if  he  had  seen  the 


Beaver.  Having  run  alongshore  to  the  northward 
while  th'i  Beaver  was  standing  out  to  sea,  to  the 
south-westward,  we  missed  seeing  each  other;  tomy 
great  regret,  as  I  had  no  doubt  there  were  letters 
on  board  from  my  family,  and  had  been  antici- 
pating their  receipt,  with  all  those  feelings  of  liope 
and  anxiety,  so  easily  conceived  by  those  who  love 
their  homes,  and  who  have  had  no  tidings  for  so 
long  a  period. 

We  now  made  sail  on  the  Beaver,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  two  days,  were,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  9lh  of  June,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of 
Callao,  with  light  airs  off  shore.  At  ten  o'clock, 
we  ]>erceived  a  large  and  a  small  vessel  coming 
out  of  the  bay,  under  a  crowd  of  sail,  and  steering 
directly  for  us.  t)n  coming  up,  they  proved  to 
be  the  Esmeralda  frigate  and  I'e/.uela  brig  of  war, 
sent  out  to  ascertain  who  we  were.  Satisfied  on 
this  poin*,  we  returned  into  port  together,  and 
came  to  anchor  nearly  at  the  same  time. 

Of  the  places  1  had  visited,  (iuanchaca  is  nothing 
else  than  a  collection  of  wigwams  or  Indian  huts, 
built  of  mud,  mats,  and  bamboo  ;  and  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  would  be  untenable  in  a  country  subject 
to  an  ordinary  course  of  rainy  weather.  In  the 
season  for  taking  the  spa-baths  it  is  the  resort  of 
the  peoi>le  of  Truxillo,  as  Callao  is  for  the  people 
of  Lima  at  the  same  season.  It  contains  about 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  all  Indians,  excepting 
the, curate,  who  is  of  European  descent,  and  who 
appears  to  jios.sess  the  address  of  keeping  them 
not  less  in  the  fear  of  himself,  than  in  the  fear 

of (iod. 

Truxillo  is  two  leagues  south-east  from  this  vil- 
lage; aiid  on  the  road  to  it  we  jiassed  the  ruins  of 
a  very  large  Indian  city,  which|  was  tin;  summer 
resort,  or  Baiiv,  of  the  celebrated  chief  Atahtialini. 
From  the  ruins  of  this  ancient  city,  a  great  amount 
of  gold  has,  within  a  few  years,  been  ilug  ;  and 
also  a  great  number  of  earthen  vessels,  of  various 
forms,  called  by  the  Spaniards  (iiinqxwros,  and 
whii'ii  afford  evidence  of  a  degree  of  perfection  in 
the  manufacture  of  pottery,  which  the  present 
race  of  Indians  do  not  possess.  The  land  imme- 
diately in  the  vicinity  of  the  sea  presents  a  most 
sterile  and  forbidding  appearance  ;  scarce  a  tree, 
a  sl'.rub,  or  any  verdure  to  be  seen  ;  hut  a  few 
leagues  in  the  interior  there  is  the  most  luxuriant 
Vegetation. 

Truxillo  is  a  very  ancient  city,   having   been 
f(  nndi  d  by  that  celebrated  devastator  of  the  Indian 
1  race,  I'i/arro,  in  the  year  I,''),'!,').     It  is  situated  in 
I  the  valley  of  Chimo,  on  a  very  sandy  soil,  is  sur- 
!  rounded  by  a  brick  wall,  is  regularly  built,  (the 
I  sUeets  intersecting  each   other  at  right   angles,) 
and  is,  in  fact,  Lima  in  miniature.     The  inhabitants 
of  this  city  consist  of  Spaniards,  Indians,  and  the 
1  various  grades  and  shades  peculiar  to  a  population 
I  of  Liiropean  and  Indiaii,  and  ainonnt  together  to 
about  ten  thousand.     It  former'y  elijn\eil  a  lucra- 
tive eoinmerce  with  I'orlo  Hello  and  Carthagena, 
by  the  way  of  Santa  I'V  and  tiiiito;  and  to  this  it 
w'as  indebted  for  its  elevation  and  consei[Ueilce,  as 
it  is  to  the  loss  of  it,  for  its  preBciit  poor,  dull,  and 
gloomy  state. 

Tile"  estates  in  its  neighbourhood  might  be  made 
very  productive  in  vlieat,  rice,  and  sugar,  if  there 
was  any  eiicoiiragement  given  to  agriculture  ;  but 
while  tile  cultivator  has  no  other  prospect  before 
him  than  that  of  seeing   his  \iroduce   rot  on  his 
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hands,  lie  will  naturally  be  cautions  to  cultivate 
no  more  than  is  sufficient  for  his  own  consumption. 
Not  less  productive  might  the  estates  be,  which 
are  situated  in  the  mountains,  for  rearing  cattle 
and  sheep,  if  there  existed  any  encouragement. 
As  an  instance,  the  family  of  Lynch,  already  men- 
tioned, possess  an  estate  on  which  are  maintained 
sixty  thousand  shoep,  which  ])ro(luce  wool  of  <i 
very  tolerable  ((uality,  but,  owing  to  there  being 
no  export  for  it,  much  is  w.isted,  and  what  is  sold 
produces  only  two  dollars  the  ari'oba  ;  so  that  the 
estate,  which,  if  commerce  was  encouraged,  would 
yield  a  princely  revenue,  barely  suffices  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  family,  in  a  very  economical 
stylo  of  living. 

If  I  wai  struck  with  the  attention  given  to  the 
atlairs  of  religion  at  Lima,  much  more  was  tliis 
the  case  at  Truxillo  ;  for  this  as  much  surpasses 
the  other  in  priv. 'o  p'  well  as  public  devotional 
observances,  as  the  ii;rmer  ai)i)eared  to  me  to  ex- 
ceed every  other  place  1  had  ever  before  visited. 
Indeed,  the  priests  may  truly  be  said  to  live  in 
clover  at  Truxillo  ;  the  whole  business  of  the  city 
is  so  entirely  religion,  th.at  it  may  very  properly 
be  viewed  as  a  great  cloister.  It  often  occurs, 
tli.it  many  of  the  class  called  merchants,  and  pro- 
bably others,  are  invisible  at  the  ordinary  hours 
of  business  ;  and  on  imiuiry  as  to  the  cause,  it 
appears  that  they  are  at  their  devotiuim,  ir  wiiicli 
they  must  not  lie  disturl)ed.  .Some  families  are 
said  to  spend  eight  hours  of  the  da_'  in  j  rayer. 
All  this  show  of  sanctity  would  be  very  liiiidablo, 
if  it  made  them  better,  or  more  honest  men,  but 
it  had  a  tendency  to  put  me  moi'e  on  my  guard. 

Although  others  would  have  given  me  from  ten 
to  fifteen  per  cent,  more  for  my  ea>'go,  and  would 
liave  sold  wheat  for  as  much  less,  ye*  I  preferred 
centracting  wit',  the  man  *o  when,  J  was  recom- 
mended, for  a  small  advai\tiige,  rather  than  with 
any  other  of  this  pious  conunuiiity  for  a  great  one. 
Hut  all  my  caution  w.as,  unfortunately,  of  no  avail. 
One  of  tliese  invetera'e  jiraying  men,  who  was 
engaged  by  my  correspoi'dent  to  receive  and  deli- 
ver the  cargo,  and  to  sujiply  the  ship,  made  such 
enormous  charges,  and  was  guilty  of  such  frauds, 
that  I  refused  to  setile  his  account  ;  and  it  was 
I  'ft  to  arbitration  at  Lima,  the  result  ef  which  1 
have  never  known,  further  tlian  that  1  never  re- 
ceived any  return  of  the  amount  I  left  wh<'rewitli 
to  pay  the  award. 

Malabrigo  i.*,  as  the  name  indicates,  a  bad  slvl- 
ter  nd  is  important  only  to  the  cultiv^itors  of  the 
valley  of  ('hacama,  for  the  shipment  ol'  their  pro- 
duce. Pacasmayo  is  only  a  eollectinn  of  a  few 
Indian  huts,  near  to  a  river  of  that  name,  and  is 
the  ))lace  of  embarkation  of  San  I'eiiro,  which  is 
distant  from  it  about  two  leagues,  over  a  very 
sanily  road  ;  some  of  the  hills  of  which  resemble 
very  liigh  snow-drifts.  San  I'edro,  exce])ting  its 
church,  and  the  residences  of  half  a  dozen  Euro- 
pean families,  is  little  lietter  tlum  a  collection  of 
wigwams,  'I'he  curate,  as  in  all  sr.eh  villages,  is 
onmipotent  ;  and  for  a  jioor  Indian,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  curacy,  to  kill  a  <  alf,  a  hog,  or  a 
shee]),  without  sending  him  a  portion,  would  be 
considered  a  sin  requiring  more  (irompt  atone- 
ment than  that  of  the  transgreHsimi  of  any  rule  of 
the  Decalogue.  The  inhabitants,  with  the  above 
excejition,  are  f'reoles  and  Indians.  Some  fami- 
lies of  the  former  have  acijuired  fortunes  in  defi- 


ance of  the  obstacles  ]>rescntod  by  the  bad  policy 
of  the  government.  The  jealousy  which  exists 
between  these  and  the  Kuropeans  is  not  less  than 
tliat  which  formerly  prevailed,  at  St.  Domingo, 
between  the  whites  and  mulattoes.  Hence  tlie 
Creoles  were  perceived  to  be  ardent  friends  of  the 
revolution,  and  are  less  reserved  in  evincing  this 
disj)osilion  than  any  other  people  on  this  coast 
whom  I  have  visited.  To  promote  these  views, 
and  add  to  their  stock  of  jiolitical  knowledge,  I 
gave  them  a  large  file  of  Chili  gazettes,  which  was 
a  most  accei)table  present  to  them. 

Our  safe  retiu'n  to  Callao  with  so  large  a  cargo 
of  wheat  and  rice,  was  an  event  no  less  auspicious 
for  the  people  of  Lima  than  for  ourselves.  Pre- 
cisely three  months  had  elapsed  since  our  depart- 
ure from  Callao  ;  and,  by  the  successful  accom- 
jilishmevt  of  our  voyage,  we  had  demonstrated  to 
the  Viceroy  that  ho  had  no  cause  to  ajjprehend 
the  su|)]ily  of  bread-stuff's  being  cut  off  by  means 
of  a  Chilian  blockade  ;  at  the  same  time,  we  had 
inspired  a  confidence  in  our  good  faith,  wliich  w.as 
before  greatly  wanting.  The  earnings  of  the  ship 
during  this  ))eriod  exceeded  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, payable  immediately  on  landing  the  cargo. 
My  reception  by  the  Viceroy  was  of  the  most 
flattering  descriptitm.  lie  ajipeared  now,  for  the 
first  time,  to  be  aware  of  the  great  advantage 
derivable  from  neutral  commerce  ;  eomplimenteil 
me  on  the  boldness  manifested  in  disregarding 
Lord  Cochrane's  jiroclamation  of  blockade,  and 
declared  his  readiness  now  to  give  me  a  license  to 
go  to  any  part  of  the  coti.st  I  pleased. 

1  hail  now  as  many  men  at  work  in  unlading 
the  ship  as  could  be  advantageously  employed,  as 
it  was  important  to  lose  no  time  before  being  away 
again.  In  the  meantime,  canva.ssing  several  plans 
for  the  next  operation,  the  most  eligible  ai)peared 
to  me  to  be  that  of  introducing  a  cargo  of  brandy 
into  Lima  before  the  renewal  of  the  blockade,  pre. 
suining  that  immediately  after  that  event  it  would 
rise  greatly  in  value.  This  being  determiinsd  on, 
an  express  was  sent  oH'  to  Pisco  to  buy  the  brandy, 
and  have  it  ready  for  the  ship  as  soon  as  she 
should  arrive.  Having  accomplished  nnliidingand 
ballasting  the  ship,  v.e  sailed  again  for  JMseo,  on 
the  2,")thof  June,  and  arrived  there  on  the  1st  day 
of  July.  Here  we  found  everything  in  readiness 
fill'  lading  the  shij)  in  as  short  a  time  as  [lossible, 
and  having  taken  on  board  four  thousand  jars  of 
brandy,  and  a  deck-load  of  wheat,  we  sailed  from 
I'i.sco  on  the  evening  of  the  ,'50th  of  July,  and  on 
the  1st  of  August  again  entered,  unmolested,  the 
[lort  of  Callao. 

The  captain  of  the  ])ort,  on  making  his  necus- 
tonied  visit  on  our  arrival,  desired  me  not  to  go 
on  shore  until  ()ermission  was  olitaineil  first  from 
Lima,  As  this  seemed  to  me  a  regulation  fur 
foreigners,  which  the  Viceroy  could  not  inteixl  to 
apply  to  those  who  were  engaged  coastwi.se,  I  told 
him  I  should  not  comply  witli  it.  He  then  said 
he  should  put  mo  uniler  arrest  if  I  came  on  shore 
before  obtaining  the  rei|uisito  ]>ermi8sion.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  soon  as  I  had  breakfasted,  the  boat 
was  maimed,  and  we  rowed  to  the  landiui;  guarded 
by  the  sentry,  who  called  out  to  us  to  kee)i  off; 
but,  simultaneously  with  the  order.  I  had  laiuled 
and  sent  my  boat  away.  The  sentry  then  arrested 
and  conducted  me  within  the  walls  of  the  castle. 
It  was  soon  runu)ure(l  that  the  captain  of  the 
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Beaver  was  in  the  castle  of  Callao,  and  several 
officers  of  the  navy  came  to  see  me,  kindly  pro- 
posing to  obtain  leave  for  me  to  go  on  board  my 
ship,  and  inviting  mo  to  go  Mid  dine  with  tlieni  ; 
but  I  declined  leaving  the  castle  until  an  order 
should  come  for  my  release  from  the  Viceroy. 
This  order  was  given  as  soon  as  my  arrest  was 
known  to  him,  and  I  was  released,  after  having 
passed  nearly  the  whole  day  in  the  castle.  The 
effect  was  what  I  intended  and  expected  it  would 
be, — a  general  order  for  all  masters  of  foreign 
"esscls,  sailing  coastwise,  with  the  Viceroy's 
license,  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  and,  if 
desired,  to  proceed  to  Lima  without  waiting  for  a 
special  permission, 

A  circumstance  wliich  occurred  on  this  voyage 
demonstrates  the  extreme  credulity  of  this  people, 
not  less  than  the  ideas  they  entertain  of  our  mora- 
lity and  humanity.  A  Spanish  brig,  called  the 
Volador,  and  owned  in  Lima,  had  been  loading  at 
Pisco  with  brandy  and  wheat  at  the  same  time 
with  the  Beaver.  This  brig  having  accomplished 
her  lading,  and  having  several  passengers  on  board, 
sailed  for  Callao  about  four  hours  before  us.  At 
sunset  of  the  day  of  departure  we  perceived  that 
we  were  coming  up  fast  with  her,  and  supposed 
we  passed  her  in  the  night.  The  following  night 
wo  anchored  at  Callao,  and  the  next  day  were 
momentarily  expecting  the  arrival  of  the  Volador, 
as  eight  or  ten  hours  at  the  most  ought  to  be  the 
oidy  difference  in  our  passages  ;  but  she  did  not 
arrive  that  day.  Another  and  yet  another  day 
passed,  and  no  appearance  of  the  Volador.  The 
owner,  and  those  who  had  friends  on  board,  had 
now  become  very  justly  alarmed,  and  my  replies 
to  their  earnest  ini[uiries  as  to  when  wo  last  saw 
her,  or  what  I  supposed  could  have  become  of 
her,  had  no  tendency  to  lessen  them.  Her  disap- 
pearance was  envelojied  in  a  mystery,  wliich  has 
never  been  unravelled.  There  was  not  known  or 
believeil  to  be  any  cruiser  near,  by  which  she 
might  have  been  captured;  the  weather  had  been 
very  tine,  the  sea  very  smooth.  Had  she  foun- 
dered ;  had  .she  taken  fire  and  burnt  uj)  ?  In 
either  of  these  events  it  would  be  strange,  that 
not  one  individual  should  be  saved  in  so  pacific  a 
sea  ;  and  still  more  strange,  that  not  a  boat,  a 
sjjar,  an  oar,  no  trac<'  of  anything  belonging  to 
this  vessel,  should  ever  hav(!  been  discovered ; 
yet  such  was  the  fact,  and  to  this  day,  I  believe, 
it  has  never  been  known  what  became  of  her. 
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Akti'.u  arriving  at  Callao  from  Pisco,  having  no 
immediate  Imsiness  at  Lima,  I  remained  on  board 
ship  a  fortnight,  while  the  cargo  was  discharging. 
When  this  was  nccomplislu-d,  I  went  to  the  city. 
On  walking  out  soon  after  being  set  down  at  my 
lodgings,  I  perceived  myself  to  be  an  object  of 


unusual  attention  ;  and  heard  the  remarks, "  There 
he  goes," — "  That's  the  fellow  ;"  and  saw  people 
pointing  at  me.  Passing  by  the  shop  of  an  ac- 
quaintance, he  expressed  surprise  at  my  release 
from  the  castle  of  Callao,  if  the  rumours  relating 
to  me  were  true.  On  my  asking  an  explanation, 
he  told  me  the  report  was  current,  and  generally 
believed,  that  I  had  run  down  the  Volador,  and 
drowned  the  crew  and  passengers  ;  that  1  had 
been  incarcerated  for  it  in  the  castle,  and  tnat  the 
people  were  astonished  to  see  me  at  liberty  and 
walking  the  streets  of  Lima. 

It  appeared  that  a  number  of  circumstances, 
trifling  iu  themselves,  had  combined  to  favour 
this  idea,  in  a  populace  jealous  of  strangers,  and 
generally  very  ignorant.  Among  them,  my  having 
remained  a  fortnight  at  Callao  after  arriving — my 
being  arrested  by  a  sentry,  and  conducted  to  the 
castle — my  having  remained  there,  as  was  sup- 
posed, while  actually  on  board  ship — and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  their  entertaining  none  too  good 
opinion  of  me  to  doubt  my  readiness  to  destroy  a 
vessel  and  crew  in  revenge  for  the  ill  treatment  I 
had  received  in  the  country,  were  sufficient  mate- 
rials wherewith  to  fabricate  tho  story  which  was 
in  circulation  in  the  city. 

It  was  now  obvious  that  my  personal  safety 
required  that  some  immediate  and  efficacious 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  undeceive  the 
populace,  as  I  perceived  the  story  to  be  believed, 
not  by  the  mob  alone,  but  by  persons  who  ought 
to  have  known  better.  1  therefore  waited  on  the 
Viceroy  for  this  purpose,  and  requested  that  an 
investigation  might  be  made  into  this  business  by 
his  order.  He  had  heard  of  such  report,  and 
ridiculed  it ;  nevertheless,  he  thought  my  safety 
would  be  better  secured  by  an  inquiry.  Accord- 
ingly, three  officers  of  the  royal  navy  were  ap- 
pointed to  examine  as  many  of  the  Beaver's  crew, 
touching  this  business,  as  they  saw  proper.  It 
happened,  fortunately,  that  among  my  seamen 
was  a  Spaniard  belonging  to  Lima,  and  this  man's 
testimony,  corroborating  that  of  the  others,  was  of 
great  importance.  They  were  not  long  in  coming 
to  a  favourable  result,  exonerating  me  from  all 
blame  or  participation  in  the  loss  ;  and  this  decision 
was  sent  to  the  Viceroy,  who  caused  it  to  be  gene- 
rally known.  After  this  no  doubt  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  res]iectable  part  of  the  community 
of  my  innocence,  but  the  unfavourable  impression 
was  never  entirely  obliterated  with  the  lower 
class. 

1  had  contemplated  landing  only  one  half  the 
cargo  at  (^allao,  and  proceeding  down  the  coast 
with  the  other  half,  which  would  produce  enough 
to  lade  the  ship  with  wheat  ;  but,  having  ascer- 
tained that  %  supply  had  already  been  sent  there, 
1  concluded  to  give  up  this  plan,  and  negotiated 
with  a  house  in  Lima  to  take  the  whole  cargo,  at 
a  profit  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  had 
been  observed  that,  latterly,  much  brandy  had 
been  delivered  from  the  jiumjis,  and  we  were 
prepared  to  find  great  breakage,  although  there 
liad  been  no  rougli  weather  to  produce  it.  But 
it  was  evident  that  the  weight  was  too  great,  and 
that  by  it  many  of  the  lower  jars  had  been  crushed. 
On  completing  the  unlading,  we  found  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  jars  had  been  broki.'ii  ;  notwith- 
standing which,  the  operation  proved  to  be  a  very 
productive  one. 
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It  was  now  oviilciit,  from  the  aepounts  iVoni 
Valparaiso,  tliat  imicli  tinio  would  not  olajisp 
befoi'e  the  rcappeai'ancc  of  the  Chilian  ileet,  and 
the  renewal  of  the  hlockade.  The  great  inijiort- 
ance  of  being  away,  therefore,  before  this  event, 
was  ol)vioiis,  and  any  delay  in  (U-cidinji;  what 
coiir.se  to  jmrsue  miijht  be  attended  with  inereased 
lo.ss  of  time,  if  nothing  worse.  Altliouc;h  the  ex- 
))osed  sitnation  in  wliieh  a  ship  lies  at  tiuanehaca 
and  Paeasmayo,  and  tln^  tedions  process  of  con- 
veying the  cargo  throngh  the  surf  to  the  launches, 
on  the  shoulders  of  men,  cause  the  lading  of  a 
ship  at  these  places  to  lie  a  very  laborious  and 
tedious  undertaliing,  yet  the  freight  to  be  earned 
was  indue  ])r(iportion  to  this  tron))le :  and,  per- 
ceiving nothing  that  jiresented  so  fair  a  pro- 
s|)ect,  1  determined  on  ])ursuing  n,  and  imme- 
diately dcs])atelied  an  express  to  those  places, 
to  have  a  cargo  prepared  against  my  arrival 
there. 

This  measure  liad  scarcely  been  taken  when  I 
had  a  ])roposal  for  the  charter  of  the  ship,  which 
otfere(l  advantages  so  much  greater  than  the 
other,  that  I  innnediately  closed  with  it,  and  .sent 
off  a  second  express  to  countermand  the  first 
order.  This  charter  stipulated  for  the  .ship  to 
proceed  to  three  ports  to  leewanl,  and  there  lade 
with  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  proceed  with 
it  to  Valparaiso  ;  there  deliver  it,  and  vela<l'  with 
wheat  for  Callao.  I'or  the  performance  of  tiiis 
service  I  was  to  receive  forty  thousand  dollars, 
limited  to  lie  ])erformed  in  four  months  ;  and  if, 
from  any  cause  on  the  part  of  the  charterer,  that 
time  was  exceeded,  he  was  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
six  thousand  dollars  ]ier  montli.  In  addition  to 
the  certainty  which  this  contract  ])resented,  was 
the  great  additional  security  resulting  front  its 
being  for  English  account  ;  as  thi<  commanders 
and  officers  of  the  Chilian  fleet  were  almost  ex- 
clusively [''nglish,  and  they  had  given  the  most 
unequivoeal  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  view, 
with  indulgenee,  the  same  transaction  under  their 
native  flag,  which  was  denounced  as  coidiscaiion 
under  the  American. 

Having  agreed  with  the  charterer  that  the  ship 
should  be  despatched  without  ilelay,  it  being  even 
more  for  his  interest  than  mine  that  no  linu'  sliouhl 
be  lost,  and  the  blocKa<le  being  mon\eiitiii'ily  ex- 
pected, my  impatience  became  so  great  when  tin; 
month  of  Si  ]itember  was  ap)iroa('liiMg  its  close, 
that  it  was  agreed  I  should  proceed  to  (luaeho 
and  there  wait  for  him  to  join  the  ship.  Accord- 
ingly, late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  'JHth  of  .Sep- 
tenil)er,  we  sai'ed  friun  Callao  ;  and,  at  sunset,  as 
we  were  passing  the  I'eseadores,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  liay,  we  saw  the  Isaliella.  Lord  Coch- 
rane's  ship,  entering  near  San  Lorenzo,  on  the 
south  side.  This  was,  indeed,  a  fortunate  esea|ie  ; 
as  a  delay  of  only  an  hour  would  have  closed  the 
door  u]ion  us.  The  I'allas,  an  .American  brig, 
which  sailed  with  us,  liounil  to  windward,  was 
detained,  and  s(>nt  to  Valparaiso. 

The  day  after  leaving  Callao,  we  anchore(l  at 
fiuHcho,  and  in  tlie  evening  a  sipiad  of  soldiers 
were  sent  to  the  beach,  intended  for  the  twof'oM 
advantage  of  protecting  the  ship,  and  iireventing 
smuggling  ;  but  they  had  no  boat  to  bring  them 
on  board,  and  kept  blowing  horns  and  hallooing 
for  ours  till  they  were  satisfied  we  slxnild  not  senil 
for  them,  and  they  then  nnirched  back  again  to 


their  ipiarters.  We  found  on  our  arrivid  a  (pinn- 
tity  of  sugar  ready  to  be  tiiken  on  board  ;  i)ut 
with  tlie  bad  nian.agement,  evinced  from  the 
day  of  the  contract,  no  license  had  been  jirovideil 
f(n'  embarking  it,  and  another  week  was  lost  be- 
fore it  was  received  from  Lima.  Ah  soon  as 
the  licence  was  received,  the  sugar  was  eni- 
tiarked,  and  we  sailed  for  La  Harranca,  to  take 
on  board  a  iiuantity  which  was  there  ready  for 
delivery. 

(iuaclio  is  a  small  village,  principally  of  Indians, 
whose  employment  is  almost  exclusiv(<ly  making 
straw  hats  and  cigar-cases;  in  which  manufacture 
they  have  arrived  at  a  degree  of  skill  so  nuieh 
surpassing  nil  others,  that  their  cigar-cases  of  the 
finest  (|uality  ari>  often  sold  for  a  doubloon,  and 
their  liats  are  pro|)ortionaliy  jiri/.ed.  As  La  Har- 
ranca is  an  oli.scurc  place,  where  probably  the 
American  flag  had  never  before  been  displayeil, 
that  no  time  might  be  lost,  I,  for  the  first  time 
since  navigating  the  coast,  took  a  pilot ;  but  I  had 
Ijetter  been  without  him,  as,  in  the  true  bungling 
style  of  liis  countrymen,  he  brought  the  ship  to, 
at  least  a  mile  further  off  than  was  re(piisite. 
Having  dismissed  him,  and  taken  soundings  of  the 
harbour,  we  perceived  al.so,  by  the  lireaking  of 
our  liower  anchor  on  heaving  up,  that  lie  liad 
anchored  us  on  foul  ground.  We  ran  in  to  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  l)each,  whence  our  cargo  was 
to  be  taken,  and  anchored  again  in  a  snug  harbour, 
which  is  at  an  equal  distance  from  La  Barranca 
and  Supa,  and  serves  .as  the  jiort  of  embarkation 
for  eacli. 

The  lading  of  cargo,  at  this  jdaci^  occupied 
about  a  week,  at  which  time,  having  received  a 
hotter  from  the  charterer  dated  at  Lima,  without 
stating  when  ho  should  leave  there  on  his  way  to 
join  the  ship,  i  bccanu;  very  iin))atieiit  ;  and,  with 
a  view  of  saving  time,  l)y  lessening  the  distance 
between  us,  returned  again  to  Guiudio,  and 
informed  him  of  this  movement  l)y  an  express. 
Day  after  day  passed  away  while  we  were  lying  idle 
at  this  |)lace.  At  lengtli,  on  the  'i.'ith  of  October, 
he  arriveil  in  a  small  vess(d,  lailen  with  cocoa, 
indigo,  his  baggage,  I've.  'I'lie  jxdicy  of  such  soli- 
citude and  such  impatience  on  my  pi»'t  at  our 
slow  progress,  while  the  earnings  of  the  ship  were 
so  great,  may  not  be  percinved;  but  the  inference 
was  clear,  that  the  person  who  manageil  his  own 
affairs  so  badly,  could  not  so  w<'ll  be  cimfideil  in 
for  the  fiillilmeiit  of  his  engagements  to  others  ; 
ami  hence  my  dissatisfaction  was  manifested,  occa- 
sidiially,  in  t<'rins  less  mild  iiml  conciliating  than 
was  becoming.  The  arrival  of  tin;  Knglish  brig 
Catalina,  ilestineil  to  hole  with  sugar  for  Valpa- 
raiso, and  the  inl'oriiiation  received  by  her,  that 
the  I'aiglish  sliip  Inspector  had  goii(>  to  CaiK'te 
for  a  like  purpose,  and  for  the  same  destination, 
tended  greatly  to  diminish  the  prospect  of  advan- 
tage which  was  promised  at  the  early  stage  of 
the  enterprise. 

Till!  cargo  of  the  little  vessel  liaviiig  been  taken 
on  board  the  Heaver  with  all  |)ossible  despatch, 
we  sailed  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  for 
Samanco  Ifay.  The  second  day  after  leaving 
(iiiacho  we  anchored  in  a  bay  in  latitude  ',) "  17', 
which  I  sniiposed  to  Ite  Samanco  Hay,  but,  as 
we  could  cliscover  nothing  of  the  river  Huaiu- 
baelio,  I  presumed  tiiat  we  were  inistiikeii.  1 
therefore  despatched  a  boat  early  in  iho  niorniiig 
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to  the  northern  extremity  of  this  bay  to  look  for 
the  river  in  iinestion.  At  noon  the  boat  returned, 
and  the  officer  reported  that  the  bay  and  river 

!  were  about  five  miles  to  the  north  of  us.  Imme- 
diately therefore  we  weij;hed  anchor,  and,  pro- 
ceeding to  this  bay,  came  to  anchor  again  in  a 
snug  cove  near  the  river  iluambacho. 

The  ship  was  no  sooner  anchored  than  several 
horsemen  made  their  ajipearance  on  the  beiicli. 

j  The  charterer  went  innnediately  to  them,  and 
ascertained  that  they  wei'c  the  jiersoiis  charged 
with  the  delivery  of  the  cotton  whicl;  was  to  bo 
taken  on  board,  and  which,  instead  of  being  all 
n'udy  prepared  for  us,  it  apjieared  would  not  be 
ready  for  several  weeks.  If  there  had  been  no 
prospect  of  competition  at  Valparaiso,  the  expense 
of  the  .slii))  alone  ought  to  have  discouraged  tlie 
idea  of  waiting,  ;  and  the  two  circumstances  com- 
bined should  have  left  no  hesitation  in  the  deci- 
sion to  leave  the  cotton  and  pursue  the  voyage  ; 
but  a  strange  infatuation  seemed  to  blind  the 
charterer  to  the  ruinous  conse((uences  of  delay. 
For  eight  hundred  quintals  of  cotton,  value  five 
thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  the  ship  was 
detained  a  fortnight  at  a  certain  expense  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  the  sugar  at  Valparaiso,  if  the  other  vessels 
should  ai-rive  there  before  us,  would  jn'obably  not 
be  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  but  with 
obstiiiacy  and  stupidity  it  was  hi  vain  to  contend, 
and,  in  the  annihilation  of  any  prospect  of  advan- 
tage on  my  own  adventure,  I  had  only  to  be 
resigned.  At  length,  after  the  ex])iration  of  a 
fortnight,  the  cotton  had  been  taken  on  board, 
and  we  were  on  our  way  to  Pacasniayo,  the  last 
l)ort  of  our  destination  on  this  coast. 

The  advantages  which  Samanco  15ay  would 
afl'ord  to  a  hostile  sipiadron  in  these  seas,  are 
great ;  until  forces  could  be  collected  from  ii  dis- 
tance, they  might  lie  here  with  all  the  security 
that  they  would  have  in  their  own  harbours.  The 
facilities  which  the  river  Iluambacho  offers  for 
wooding  and  watering  are  great,  as  the  boats  can 
enter  and  lade  without  any  difficulty.  The  town 
of  Nepina  being  six  leagues  distant.  '"*  "light  be 
difficult  to  procure  cattle  and  do  itic  i.nimals, 
but  the  bay  abounds  with  fish,  '■  1,  and  seal. 
The  latitude  of  this  bay  is  \)'  12.  Immediately 
to  the  southward  of  it  is  a  fine  bay,  whore  we  first 
anchored ;  and  next,  northward,  is  the  very  spa- 
cious Hay  of  l'\'rrol,  affording  a  iiarbour  e(|ually 
safe,  and  the  prosp(!ct  of  supplies  from  an  Indian 
village  on  its  northern  shore. 

As  the  Iteaver  was  doubtless  the  first  foreign 
ship  that  ever  had  a  lloyal  license  for  trading 
coastwise,  as  she  was  a  remarkably  fine  ship,  hail 
beautiful  acconnuodalions,  and  was  always  ke|it  in 
the  neatest  order,  her  fame  along  the  coast  was 
very  great.  And  at  all  these  small  places  she 
was  thronged  with  \isiters — men,  women,  and 
ehililreii,  who  came  from  many  miles  distant  to 
see  till!  ship,  and  who  always  expressed  them- 
selves delighted  with  (what  they  considered)  the 
beauty  of  the  cabin  and  its  furniture,  the  white- 
ness of  the  deck,  and  the  attention  to  cleanliness 
in  every  part.  The  ('oinmandanto  of  La  JJar- 
raiica  and  his  three  vi'ry  pretty  daughters,  from 
eighteen  to  twenty- four  yeai'M  old,  happened  to  he 
on  board  one  day  ut  our  dinner  hour,  und  1 
invited  tliuui  to  bit  down  with  us.    Their  awk- 


ward mode  of  handling  the  table  utensils  was 
evidence  that,  although  they  were  peop.lo  of  the 
first  respectability,  they  were  accustomed  to  live 
in  very  primitive  style,  being  evidently  entirely 
unaccustoiiied  to  the  refinements  of  such  super- 
fluous articles  as  plates,  knives,  and  forks.  They 
endeavoured,  however,  to  do  as  we  did  ;  the  father 
and  one  of  the  daughters  succeeded  tolerably  wi^ll, 
but  the  other  two  girls  seemed  to  consider  a  plate, 
knife,  and  fork,  for  each,  to  be  needless.  They 
therefore  jilaeed  a  plate  between  them,  and,  one 
of  them  taking  the  knife  and  the  other  the  fork, 
they  endeavoured,  the  one  to  cut,  while  the  other 
held  the  meat  with  the  fork.  Hut  this  mode  of 
jirocee'diiig  did  not  succeed  ;  the  beef  was  too 
hard,  or  the  knife  was  too  dull,  or  there  was  a 
want  of  adroitness,  and  they  were  finally  com- 
pelled to  accept  the  aid  of  their  next  neighbour, 
which  they  did  with  great  complacency, — being 
all  the  time  in  high  glee  at  this  novel  mode  of 
taking  their  food.  The  Commandante  was  very 
desirous  of  returning  our  civility,  by  giving  us  a 
dinner  at  his  house,  but  the  duties  of  the  shij) 
would  not  allow  our  absence  for  a  day,  and  we 
declined  the  honour,  although  the  young  ladies 
earnestly  seconded  the  invitation.  They  left  us, 
as  did  all  our  visitoi's,  with  manifestations  of  plea- 
sure and  gratification.  Arriving  at  i'acasmayo, 
I  was  very  agreeably  disa|iiiointed  in  finding  all 
the  cargo  at  the  shore,  ready  to  be  taken  on  board, 
and  a  fair  pros]iect  of  meeting  with  no  detention 
at  this  disagreeable  anchorage.  With  great  exer- 
tions the  last  of  the  cargo  was  received  on  board 
at  the  expiration  of  a  wix'k  from  the  time  of  our 
arrival,  and  on  Sunday  the  21st  of  Xoveiiiber  we 
sailed  for  Valparaiso.  Thus,  on  the  day  of  do 
jiarture  from  the  Peruvian  coast,  were  ex])ended 
nearly  three  months  of  the  four  for  which  the 
ship  was  chartered.  IJut  there  was  a  satisfac- 
tion in  being  under  way,  and  in  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  business  must  progress,  which  I 
had  not  experienced  since  entering  into  the  con- 
tract. 

While  jmrsuing  our  voyage  to  Valpai'aiso,  and 
in  the  latitude  of  22"  and  longitude  !(1"  west,  we 
fell  in  w  itii  the  Chilian  shi]>  of  war  San  Martin,  of 
sixty-four  guns,  bearing  Admiral  IJIanco's  Hag. 
As  he  approached,  he  tired  to  bring  us  to.  His 
boat  with  a  lieutenant  then  boarded  us,  and  re- 
•  |uested  me  to  go  on  board  with  my  jiapers.  This 
I  declined,  and  sent  them  by  Mr.  riiikham,  with 
my  compliments  to  the  Admiral,  and  saying,  that 
1  never  left  my  ship  at  sea  except  by  compulsion. 
The  boat  soon  returned,  bringing  Mr.  I'inkham 
and  a  reiiuest  that  the  charterer  would  go  on 
board  and  produce  the  required  ]iroof  of  the  pro- 
]ierty  being  as  stated.  This  he  did  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Admiral,  who,  he  said,  made  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if  the  sliiji  had  bei'ii 
laden  for  any  other  than  llnglish  account,  he 
should  have  sent  her  in  for  adjudication.  To  tliis 
circumstance,  theri'fore,  were  we  indebted  for 
being  allowed  to  |iaBs  without  molestation.  Pass- 
ing in  sight  of  the  islands  Masafuera  and  Juan 
Fernandez,  we  arrived  in  safety  at  Valparaiso, 
after  a  remarkably  pleasant  passage  of  twenty- 
tivo  days. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Competition  at  Valparaiso.— Purchase  the  Ship  Ocean.— 
Sail  for  Lima —Arrival.— Completion  of  the  Charter. — 
Drottingcn  and  Ocean  sail  for  (iuayaiinil.— Zephyr  for 
I'acasniayo.— Heaver  for  (inayaquil.- Sketch  of  Lima. 
—Arrival  at  I'ayta. — Observations — Arrival  at  (iiiaya- 
quil— Controversy  with  the  Governor.— Lade  the  fShips. 

—Sail  for  Callao Arrival  there.— (iovernor  of  <luaya- 

quil  snpcrseded. — SUeteli  of  <iiiayaiiuil. 

The  great  loss  wliicli  I  iinticiiiated  frmn  our 
tanly  progress  in  lading  the  ship,  was  unfortu- 
nately but  too  surely  exi)erienced.  The  day  after 
we  had  ancliorcil,  the  Catalina,  which  we  had  left 
loading  at  Guaeho.  arrived,  and,  before  wo  had 
begun  to  unlade,  the  Inspector  also  arrived  with 
a  full  cargo  of  sugar.  The  arrival  of  three  car- 
goes of  sugar  at  the  same  time  had  an  immediate 
tendency  to  depress  the  market ;  and  the  cargo  of 
the  Reaver,  which,  but  for  those  two  arrivals, 
would  have  brought  from  ten  dollars  and  a  lialf  to 
eleven  dollars  per  arroba,  was  with  difficulty  sold 
for  seven  <lollars  seventy-five  cents ;  making  a 
difference  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  charterer,  and  five  or  six  thousand 
on  my  private  adventure. 

As  I  had  received  no  account  of  the  consign- 
ment per  the  Livonia,  although  twelve  months  had 
elapsed,  I  lost  no  time  in  calling  on  the  house  for 
an  explanation  :  and  had  sufficient  evidence,  that 
no  account  would  ever  have  been  rendered  if  I 
had  not  demanded  it  in  person.  The  notoriety  of 
the  embarrassed  situation  of  their  affairs  led  me 
to  bo  very  apprehensive  of  difficulty  in  getting  my 
property  out  of  their  hands.  There  was  evidently 
no  other  cliance  of  success  than  to  take  wheat  and 
other  produce  of  the  country,  which  they  had  in 
store.  To  accomplish  this,  it  would  be  necessiiry 
to  buy  or  to  charter  a  ship.  1  therefore  purchased 
the  ship  (Jcean,  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
tons  burden,  and  received  a  cargo  of  wheat  for 
her  from  the  house.  This  ship  and  cargo  were 
one-half  on  my  own  account  and  the  other  on  that 
of  a  Spaniard  at  Lima,  who  had  been  one  of  tlie 
principal  freighters  in  the  Livonia. 

Not  doubting  that  I  should  be  able  to  employ 
neutral  ships  advantageously  at  Lima,  I  purchased 
one-half  of  the  ship  Zephyr,  of  Providence,  of 
three  hundred  ami  sixty  tons  burden,  and  char- 
tered the  Swedish  ship  Drottingen  of  four  hundred 
tons.  The  (piantity  of  wheat  which  had  already 
been  shipped  for  the  market  of  Lima,  was  such  as 
to  otter  no  prospect  of  profit  on  other  shipnu'Uts, 
and  my  object  in  putting  any  on  board  these  ves. 
sels  was  only  to  secure  an  entry.  The  accomit 
sales  of  my  adventure  by  the  Livonia  fell  far  short 
of  my  expectations  ;  and,  indeed,  produced  one- 
third  less  ;  I  other  shipments  to  otl-  r  consignees 
by  tiio  f.  vessel.  This  was  in  part  accounted 
for  by  t)--  ties  being  all  charged  as  cash,  when 
one-half  .>aid  in  government  paper,  which 

was  then  at  ;..  groat  discount.  This  1  caused  to 
be  refunded ;  and  although  I  had  heM\  cheated  in 
the  weight  and  otherwise,  the  adventure  yielded  a 
iiandsome  profit. 

Having  conipleteil  lading  the  Boavcr  with  wheat, 
in  bulk, and  the  charterer  being  rcaily,  on  the  21st 
of  January,  182((,  we  sailed  from  Valparaiso,  and 
after  a  pleasant  passage  of  twelve  days,  anchored 


once  more  at  Callao.  The  Ocean  had  arrived 
6vn\e  days  before,  and  was  unlading.  The  Zephyr 
and  Drottingen  arrived  a  few  days  after  the  Rea- 
ver, and  I  had  now  the  four  ships  discliarging  at 
the  same  time.  The  circumstance  of  making  such 
a  show  of  business  excited  no  less  surprise  at 
Lima  than  it  hail  done  at  Valparaiso  ;  yet  it  was 
at  the  latter  j)lace  only,  where  commerce  is  de- 
clared free,  that  I  was  subjected  to  impertinent 
interrogatories  relative  to  my  business,  by  that 
profound  blockhead,  De  la  Cruz,  the  Governor ;  a 
very  different  character  from  the  one  of  the  same 
name  who  was  so  distinguished  in  the  wars  of  Peru. 

The  successful  accomplishment  of  my  charter 
to  Valparaiso  and  back,  combined  with  the  product 
of  my  anterior  freights,  now  gave  me  the  control 
of  an  amount  of  jn'operty  which  could  not  fail  to 
justify  me  in  determining  to  lade  for  home  ;  in 
addition  to  which,  the  state  of  the  ship  evinced 
but  too  clearly  that  the  period  had  arrived  when 
the  enterprise  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  close  ; 
cables,  rigging,  sails,  boats,  everything  was  so 
much  worn,  as  to  be  barely  sufficient  to  serve  the 
pas.sage  home  ;  and  a  renewal  of  them  in  this 
country  would  be  attended  with  great  expense. 
Duty,  therefore,  independently  of  inclination,  point- 
ed out  tills,  as  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued. While,  therefore,  the  ship  was  discharging, 
I  made  a  contract  for  a  cargo  of  cocoa,  to  be  de- 
livered on  board  at  Guayaquil,  and  obtained  the 
Viceroy's  license  for  the  same;  and  was  otherwise 
busily  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  my  business, 
preparatory  to  taking  a  final  leave  of  Lima.  For 
the  Ocean,  I  ol)tained  a  freight  from  Guayaquil 
to  return  to  Callao,  and  des|iatclied  her  as  soon  as 
unloaded.  For  the  Zephyr,  I  procured  .an  advan- 
tageous freight  from  Guancliaca  and  Pacasmayo, 
and  despatched  her  on  the  1st  of  March.  Funds 
being  offered  me  on  respondentia  sufficient  to  lade 
the  Drottingen,  I  contracted  for  a  cargo  deliver- 
able at  Guayaquil,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Rea- 
ver's ;  and  laded  her  at  Guayaquil  entirely  on  my 
own  account,  whence  she  proceeded  to  Gibraltar. 
The  charterer  of  the  Reaver  having  resigned  any 
further  claim  on  the  ship,  after  completing  his 
unlading,  (the  I'Jth  of  February,)  she  was  again  at 
my  diHjxi.sal. 

The  term  for  which  my  crew  had  shipped,  being 
now  also  expired,  I  had  to  pay  them  ott'  and  ship  a 
new  one.  A  disagreeable  job  in  any  country,  but 
a  very  difficult  one  at  this  place  ;  nevei'theless,  1 
succeeded,  principally  by  re-shipping  the  old  crew. 
Having  employetl  Spaniards  to  ballast  the  ship,  I 
could  have  been  ott'  on  the  1st  of  March,  but  for  a 
difficulty  at  the  custom-house.  This  arose  from  a 
regulation,  that  no  ship  could  obtain  a  clearance, 
the  duties  on  whose  inward  cargo  were  unpaid  ;  a 
regulation  that  ])laccd  me  completely  at  the  mercy 
of  the  charterer,  as  no  bonds  would  be  taken.  It 
was,  tlierefo)-e,  the  12th  of  March,  before  this 
arrangement  could  be  made,  and  the  clearance 
obtained,  when  we  bade  farewell  to  our  Lima 
acquauitance,  and  the  next  day  sailetl  for  Gua- 
ya(|uil. 

Nearly  two  years  had  now  elapsed,  since  my 
first  arrival  at  F^ima,  and  during  that  period,  1  Innl 
never  witnessed  a  s'lower  of  rain,  a  flash  <if  light- 
ning, or  a  peal  of  thunder;  but  there  are  very 
heavy  dews  amounting  to  Scotch  mists,  for  half  tlie 
year,  during  which  time  the  sun  is  seldom  seen  ; 
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tiie  weather,  therefore,  is  gloomy  ;  the  dampness 
so  great,  that  every  thing  susceptible  of  it  becomes 
rusty  ;  and  the  streets  become  so  dirty  and  slip- 
])ery  as  to  make  it  very  un])leasant  for  the  pedes- 
trian. There  were  several  shocks  of  earthquakes, 
which  always  created  alarm,  but  none  that  caused 
any  damage  while  I  was  there.  They  are  observed 
to  be  less  violent  where  wells  are  common.  The 
market  of  Lima  is  always  well  8upi)lied  with  beef, 
mutton,  poultry,  and  fish,  at  the  seasons  peculiar 
to  each  ;  with  vegetables  and  fruit  all  the  year 
round.  In  variety  and  excellence,  the  fruits  sur- 
pass those  of  any  other  country  1  have  ever  visited. 
Peaches,  apricots,  plums,  grapes,  apples,  pears, 
pines,  guavas,  liananas,  strawberries,  and  oranges, 
are  abundant  in  their  seasons  ;  but  that  which  is 
justly  the  highest  prized,  and  in  my  opinion  is  the 
most  delicious  fruit  in  the  world,  is  the  cherri 
moiiir,  a  description  of  wiiich  has  been  given 
already  by  so  many  travellei's,  as  to  make  it  super- 
fluous hero. 

As  the  ladies  of  Lima  are  filmed  for  their  pas- 
sion for  flowers,  and  pay  liberally  for  such  as  are 
superior,  the  market  is  generally  well  supi)lied  ; 
but  on  Sundays  and  holidays  there  is  such  a  bril- 
liant display  of  rich  and  beautiful  colours,  such  an 
iiitinite  variety  and  form,  all  in  such  perfection,  and 
(lis[)layed  with  so  much  taste,  that  few  can  jiass 
tlieni  without  paying  a  voluntary  tribute.  So  many 
and  correct  descrijitions  of  Luna  have  been  of  late 
years  published,  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  on  the  subject  hei-e.  I  shall,  therefore, 
make  only  some  desultory  remarks  on  objects 
which  came  immediately  within  my  observation. 

A  stranger  is  struck,  on  passing  through  the 
streets  of  Lima  for  the  first  time,  by  the  great 
number  of  people  in  the  sacerdotal  garb  ;  evincing 
that  th('  affairs  of  the  church  are  in  no  degree  less 
engrossing  here,  than  in  other  Catholic  countries, 
lint  a  moderate  degree  of  exjierience  and  observa- 
tion is  sufficient  to  induce  the  belief,  that  the  nmral 
and  religious  advantages  which  the  people  derive, 
bear  no  proportion  to  the  multiplicity  of  teachers; 
(111  the  contrary,  the  inverse  ratio  would  be  nearer 
the  correct  one.  Nor  are  tlu'  remarks  of  llobert- 
siiii  the  historian  less  apiilicable  to  the  existing 
generation,  than  to  that  of  wliieli  he  wrote,  when 
he  says,  "  Many  of  the  regidar  clergy  arc  not  only 
destitute  of  the  virtues  becoming  their  profe-sion, 
but  regardless  of  that  external  decorum  and  re- 
spect for  the  opinion  of  maidiind,  which  preserve 
a  semblance  of  worth  where  the  reality  is  wanting." 
1  have  seen  no  people,  who  appeared  to  be  so 
devoted  to  religious  atl'airs,  and  none  where  every 
rul(!  of  the  Decalogue  is  so  giMierally  disregarded. 

That  the  anibiliou  and  passions  of  men  are  not 
annihilated,  or  eviMi  mitigated,  by  the  sanctity  and 
M'chisidu  of  the  cloister,  was  ])roved  by  an  instance 
nil  less  ludiermis  than  melancholy,  while  1  was  at 
Lima.  The  fraternity  of  Augustine  moid<H  lost 
their  Superior  by  death.  In  tlie  choice  of  a  .suc- 
I'lssiir  the  brotherhood  were  divided,  and  so 
eipially,  and  each  jiai-ty  so  ol)stimitely  bent  on  not 
yielding  to  the  other,  that  they  at  length  camo  to 
liliiws  ;  and  in  tin?  sanctuary  where  love,  peace, 
luid  harmony  are  supposed  to  dwell,  were  raging 
Kiich  discord'  and  horrid  war,  that  it  was  only  l)y 
the  !iid  of  a  militai'y  force  sent  there  by  the  Viceroy, 
that  peace  and  order  were  once  nioro  restored  to 
these  turbulent  sons  of  the  church. 


The  ridiculous  pride,  which  prevents  the  de- 
scendant of  Europeans  from  pursuing  any  of  the 
mechanic  arts,  has  left  to  a  vast  body  of  the  "  well- 
born" the  choice  only  of  the  sword  or  gown,  em- 
ployments for  which  many  had  neither  talents  nor 
inclination.  Hence  a  total  absence  of  science  and 
skill  in  the  military,  and  hence  the  liccntiousne.ss 
and  ignorance  of  the  clergy,  of  whom  the  historian 
before  (juotcd  observes,  that,  "  notwithstanding 
many  of  the  members  of  the  clergy  enjoy  the  ea.se 
and  independence  which  are  favourable  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  science,  the  body  of  secular  clergy  has 
hardly,  during  two  centuries  and  a  half,  ])roduced 
one  author  whose  works  convey  such  useful  infer-  , 
mation,  or  possess  such  a  degree  of  merit,  as  to  be 
ranked  among  those  which  attract  the  attention  of 
enlightened  nations." 

Neither  the  jiublie  amusements,  nor  the  [irivate 
and  select  society  of  Lima,  were  equal  to  my  expec- 
tations, founded  on  the  consideration  of  its  age, 
poptdation,  opulence,  and  the  long  state  of  tran- 
quillity it  has  enjoyed.  The  theatre  is  capacious 
and  of  tolerably  good  aspect  within  ;  but  the  per- 
formances are  bad,  and  the  house,  for  the  most 
part,  poorly  attended ;  the  one  jirobably  a  conse- 
(juenee  of  the  other.  At  the  circus,  where  the 
bull-fights  are  exhibited,  there  is  evidence  given 
of  its  continuing  to  be  the  favourite  amusement  of 
the  people,  as  the  boxes  and  scats  are  invariably 
crowded  ;  the  most  respectable  ]iart  of  the  female 
world,  however,  (to  their  credit,)  are  generally 
absent.  These,  with  an  occasional  jirocession,  a 
military  review,  and  the  ride  in  the  paseo,  on 
SuiKhiys  and  holidays,  constitute  all  the  public 
amusements. 

The  Limeans  appear  to  possess  all  that  dread  of 
being  alone,  which  is  the  peculiarity  of  an  idle 
jieople,  and  therefore  never  miss  meeting  in  the 
evening  at  each  other's  houses,  where  they  have 
recourse  to  the  universal  custom  of  cards  ;  in  the 
games  of  which  their  children  are  initiated  at  a 
very  early  age.  The  ladies  of  Lima  possess  no 
ordinary  share  of  personal  attraction  ;  but,  excejit- 
ing  the  common  acquirementsof  music  and  dancing, 
they  are  as  uncultivated  as  their  last  imported 
slaves.  Indeed,  as  resjiects  society,  Lima  all'ords 
none  to  the  man  of  literature,  for  literature  is  not 
cultivated  ;  none  to  the  politician,  for  polities  must 
not  be  meddled  with  ;  none  to  enterprising  mer- 
chants, for  enterprise  is  proscribed  ;  none  to 
teachers  of  political  economy,  for  political  economy 
is  a  science  totally  unknown  ;  none  to  the  pro- 
moters of  industry,  for  industry  is  discouraged. 
In  line,  those  who  can  make  up  their  minils  to 
live  in  a  state  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resist- 
ance to  the  governing  powers,  and  take  care  not 
to  (ifl'end  the  clergy,  may  lead  lives  as  peaceable, 
easy,  and  ((uiet,  as'  they  must  necessarily  be  stupid 
and  worthless. 

On  our  way  to  Guayaquil,  we  anchored  at  the 
little  town  of  Payti  ;  'a  place  indebted  for  some 
f'am<>  til  the  circui'nstance  of  its  having  l)een  sacked 
by  Lord  Anson  ;  and  latterly,  by  Lord  Cochrane. 
To  view  this  miserable  looking  little  town,  ami  the 
apparently  extreme  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  one 
would  suiipose,  that  Uritish  maf/miihiiil;/  wouhl 
not  only  have  sjjared  it,  but  that,  in  opposition  to 
the  common  practices  of  war,  Jiritish  (loirrosity 
would  have  tried  to  alleviate  it.  In  both  instances, 
however,  the  houses  of  the  unfortunate  iidmbitants 
I 


114 


SEVI.NTII  VOYAGE.— IJEAVER. 


J  *     ^i 


were  stripped  of  cvorytliiiig,  not  excK-ptini;  such 
articles  even  as  were  of  no  use  to  the  ravaRera. 
The  tbnuer  iiistanee  is  on  i-ecord,  as  an  evich^iiee 
o'  Biilish  ii!nji/,t\w  hitter  is  destined  to  imperish- 
able renown,  as  forming  an  enviable  epoeh  in  the 
Chilian  annals. 

I'lirsning  our  destination,  we  arrived  and  came 
to  anehor,  on  the  2'M  instant,  near  the  town  of 
I'lina,  at  the  nortli  end  of  the  island  of  that  name. 
Here  a  pilot  eame  on  board  to  take  the  ship  to 
Gtiayaipnl,  for  whieh  we  liad  a  leading  breeze. 
When  abreast  of  the  fert  we  were  liailed,  and 
ordered  to  eonie  to  anehor,  and  send  a  boat  ashore 
with  the  passport.  The  boat  having  been  alre;idy 
prepared,  was  immediately  on  her  way,  and  the 
]iiliit  was  extremely  anxious  to  oliey  the  snnnnons 
of  eoming  to  anchor  ;  l)nt  luivinf;  a  leading  iiree/.e, 
1  wonid  not  eoiisent  lo  it.  He  then  ]ilaeeil  himself 
so  as  to  have  the  mainmast  as  a  shield  against  the 
expected  shot  ;  none,  however,  was  fired  at  ns, 
and  we  anchored  otf  the  town  of  Gii.iya([uil  on  tile 
evening  of  the  'JJth  of  March. 

1  had  the  mortiticaticui  to  find  tlie  Ocean  under 
seizure,  on  pretext  of  irregularity  of  pa]>ers  ;  and 
the  Drottingen  lying  idle,  in  consequence  of  a  pro- 
hibitiim  to  lade  till  the  agent  would  engage  to  pay 
an  additional  export  duty,  exacted  l)y  the  (jover- 
nor.  Under  such  ciretnnstanees  my  first  interview 
with  the  (iovernor  was  not  of  a  descri[ption  to  ])re- 
possess  either  in  favour  of  the  other.  I  presented 
him  my  liceneefrom  the  Viceroy, whieh  he  admitted 
to  be  correct,  and  .said  that  we  might  begin  to  lade 
as  soon  as  we  pleased.  1  then  explainr<l  to  him 
wjiy  the  Ocean's  docunuMits  were  imperfect  ;  and 
observed,  she  was  navigating  eoiiformably  to  the 
laws  of  the  Uniti^d  Stairs,  and  would  l)e  ]irotecl<'d 
by  any  of  our  vessi'ls  of  war  ;  imr  eoulil  I  see  how 
he  could  be  justified  in  detaining  a  vessel,  whose 
papers  were  so  satisfactory  to  th(>  Viceroy,  as  to 
induce  him  to  grant  her  the  reipiisite  licence  to 
load.  lUit  it  was  useless  ;;iid  unavailing  to  reason 
with  a  man,  in  whose  deti>station  of  foreigners  and 
heretics  all  our  embarrassmonts  were  founded,  anil 
on  liis  refusal  to  |H'rmit  the  ship  to  lad(>  or  to  go 
away  in  ballast,  1  re(|iiestcd  him  to  malie  a  ju-izi' 
of  her,  and  to  treat  the  Captain  and  crew  as 
prisoiu'rs  of  war.  .\t  this  his  wrath  was  kindled, 
and  in  an  angry  ami  \  ihoiuent  tone  and  manner, 
hetoM  me,  that  he  bad  had  mucluhfliculty  to  pre- 
vent the  populace  taking  possession  of  the  ship  as 
insiirgeut  projurty,  and  likewise,  from  ])nttiug  me 
to  death  for  liaving  run  down  the  Volador.  In  a 
tone  and  nwnner  somewhat  contitnptu(nis,  1  asked 
liim  how  it  was  possible,  that  a  man  who  was  eon- 
aidereil  worthy  of  so  respectalde  a  command  as 
that  of  (lovernor  of  (iiiayacinil,  could  repeat  so 
ridiculous  a  story,  and  abruiitly  left  him. 

It  was  uoweviilent  that  no  liiore  time  should  be 
lost  in  resisting  the  Governor's  exaction,  lint  that 
wennist  pay  it,  lade  the  ships  as  fa.st  as  possible, 
and  return  again  to  Liiua,  fin-  reclnss.  In  the 
nie;\n  time,  I  wrote  to  Lima  by  the  mail,  eotn- 
))lainiMg  (d'  the  conthnt  of  the  Govcn'iior,  and  made 
known  my  determination  to  return  tlu^re,  iu  order 
that  such  steps  nn'ght  Ik?  taken  befort'  my  arrival, 
as  should  cause  the  least  possible  detention.  With 
these  views,  the  hiding  of  both  Hhi|H  licing  accom- 
plished at  the  same  time,  we  dropped  down  to  riina 
on  the  iHth  of  April,  sailed  together  im  the  20th, 
and  parted  company  on  the  following  night, — the 


Drottingen  bound  to  Gil)raltar,  the  IJeaver  in 
Callao.  Arriving  tit  Callao  on  the  lllth  td"  Mav, 
wo  found  that  we  had  not  been  aioiie  in  nrgiii;' 
complaints  against  the  Governor  of  (jnayaiphi, 
but  that  the  inhaliitants,  in  ailditiou,  had  done  it 
so  ett'eetnally,  that  an  officer  had  been  apiiointed 
by  the  Viceroy  to  supersede  him,  ami  had  iilreadv 
sailed  in  the  I'riieba  frigate  for  that  pur|)ose.  liV 
a  letter  from  the  master  (d"  the  Oci'aii,  1  was  in'- 
formed,  that  when  the  Goverin)r  ascertained  that 
we  had  gone  to  Lima,  instead  of  the  United  States, 
as  he  inuigined,  he  was  much  alarmeil  and  vexed, 
and  that  he  had  not  sufficient  adilress  to  conceal  it. 

Guayai|nil  is  situated  on  a  river  of  the  same 
name,  and  about  fifty  miles  from  the  sea.  At  a 
narrow  pass  of  the  river,  about  five  leagues  below 
the  town,  called  I'unta  de  I'iedra,  is  the  fort  in- 
tended for  its  iiroteetion  against  hostile  shii)]iing  ; 
but  it  is  not  .strong  enough  to  insure  suecessliil 
resistance  against  a  serious  attack.  Although  this 
town  is  situated  only  two  degrees  south  of  the  ecpia- 
tor,  and  on  low  marshy  ground,  its  contiguity  to  a 
high  chain  of  mountains  renders  the  climate  lienl- 
thy  ;  among  them  is  occasionally  seen  from  the 
town  the  famed  Cliiml)orazo,  wlio.se  summit,  tower, 
ing  far  above  the  clouds,  apjiears  to  belong  to  some 
other  world.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the 
climate  is  said  to  be  agreeable,  but  during  my  visit 
(March  and  A]U-il)  the  beat  was  exceedingly 
op])ressive.  The  mosiiuitoes,  at  the  same  time, 
were  so  numerous  and  amioyiug,  as  to  coinjiel  me 
to  take  nj)  niy  lodgings  on  .shore,  and  my  sailors  tii 
sleej)  in  tlie  tops  of  the  ship.  The  houses  are  built 
entirely  of  wood,  and  in  an  agreeaide  style,  ada]iteil 
to  the  climate.  The  ujijier  storiis  being  most  airy, 
and  iihist  free  from  mosiiuitoes,  ai'e  occupied  by  tlie 
family,  while  the  lower  story  is  destined  for  the 
ilomestics.  The  eliurehes,  convents,  and  I'ustoin- 
house  are  wooden  buildings,  reniarkaliie  neither 
tor  size  nor  ')eanty.  The  part  of  the  town  fronliii;' 
on  the  river  makes  a  pretty  ajipearance  ;  Imt  this, 
as  well  as  the  other  parts,  are  kept  so  intolerably 
dirty,  that  nothing  but  positive  training  to  tiltlii- 
ness  saves  the  peo|)le  from  epidemics,  and  the  otliei- 
deleterious  effects  of  such  climates.  The  women 
of  this  city  are  so  celebrated  for  beauty  as  to  lie 
termed  the  Circassians  of  Peru  ;  whether  deserv- 
eilly  so  or  not  1  am  not  able  to  say,  as  the  heat 
prevented  their  walking  out  in  the  day-time,  ainl 
my  hurry  of  business  prevented  my  engaging  in 
till'  society  of  the  ])lace.  The  liuccaniers,  howiver, 
who  took  tlie  town  in  the  year  1087,  speak  in  tlic 
most  exalted  terms  of  the  beauty  and  amiability  nt 
those,  who  wi're  the  great-grciit-graiidinothers  ef 
the  jiresent  generation,  and  it  is  natural  to  infer. 
and  desirable  to  suppo.se,  that  the  race  has  iim 
degenerated. 

The  importance  of  this  jilaee,  in  a  coninierciiil 
point  of  view,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  on 
the  coast  of  Peru,  with  the  exce)>tioii  of  l,ini:i, 
and  surpasses  this,  even,  in  the  vjiriety  and  value 
of  native  ))roduetions.  The  general  average  ex- 
port of  cocoa  is  eighty  fliousand  ciiri/ds  of  eighty- 
one  |iounds  each.  Timiier  of  the  finest  (|nality  is 
abundant  and  chea|),  and  shlp-bnilding  has  loii^' 
been  piirsui'd  liere  on  an  extensive  scale.  Cotton, 
bark,  tanned  hides,  thread,  t.S;e.  are  among  its 
articles  of  export  to  Kurope  and  to  Lima.  It 
abounds  in  every  kind  of  fruit  which  is  peculiar 
to  the  tropics  ;    but  the  lunoapples,  for  size  anil 
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e.\i(iiisite  tlavoui*,  surpasiii  those  of  any  other 
country.  The  plantains  are  very  su])erior  and 
abundant,  and  are  used  as  a  substitute  for  bread. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  iiroviiico  are,  generally, 
advocateij  of  independence. 


CHAPTER  XX.XV. 

Arrive  at  Callao  — lU'pair  tliu  Sliip.— Sail  for  Rio  J.inc'in). 
— lietriispeetivo  Ifi  (leetioiis. — lli'ei  ive  a  Letter  fruiii  tlic 
Owners. — Keiiiarks  tliereiin.— Iteiily. — Arrival  at  I'io 
Janeiro — Ciintniii-lifinse  (lUieer. — Sail  fnnii  Uiii  .laniini. 
—  llapiivSliip'^Ciimpiinv.— Arrive  at  New  Vnrk. — Letter 
tu  tlio  I'lt'siileiit  (if  the  .National  liisiiraiieo  Coiuiiaiiy. — 
Keeeptioii  by  that  Oliicer. — Iteniark  of  a  Moreliuut  on 
the  V<iy;)go. 

O.v  our  ))assaj;o  to  Callao  the  ship  i)roved  to  be 
SI)  leaky,  that  if  no  other  cause  had  made  it  neces- 
sary to  touch  there,  this  would  have  bieu  sufKcient. 
On  examination  it  was  found  that  the  bends  and 
iippi'r  works  were  very  open,  and  required  recaulk- 
iiii;;  for  which  purpose  there  would  be  a  neces- 
sity of  discharf^in;;  that  part  of  the  car;;o  which  was 
betwixt  decks.  I'ortunately  I  was  able  to  ]irocuiv 
a  vessel  into  which  1  could  diseharoe  this  part  of 
the  carj^o,  and  thus  save  the  ex])enseof  transport- 
inj;  it  to  and  from  the  shore.  While  as  many 
caulkers  were  employed  its  could  work  to  advan- 
taj;e  on  the  ship,  1  was  busily  eii;;a';ed  in  eudea- 
vourinji;  to  obtain  from  the  house  which  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  me  the  two  cargoes  on  board, 
free  of  all  expense,  at  a  stipulated  )irice,  the  aildi- 
tioii  which  1  had  been  compelleil  to  ]>:\y  to  the 
liovernor.  They  acktiowledged  the  justness  of 
niy  (daini,  but  declined  reimliiirsing  me  until  they 
had  first  recovered  it  from  the  government.  A 
niemorial  for  that  purpose  having  becMi  jiresentcd 
to  the  \'iceroy,  was,  by  him,  submitted  to  the 
Junta  de  Arbitrios,  who  probably  had  not  come  to 
a  decision  when  the  subversion  of  the  government, 
by  the  invading  army  of  Chili,  put  an  end  to  their 
ruiu'tioiis. 

.■\t  the  expiration  of  ten  days  iifter  my  arrival, 
the  rei|uisite  repairs  wen;  completed,  the  cargo 
re-shipiH'd,  the  water-casks  iilled,  iiiid  everything 
made  ready  for  our  departure.  Still  the  house, 
"illi  whom  1  had  contracted  for  tli(>  cargo, refused 
to  conform  to  the  conditions  of  the  contract  by 
restoring  the  anionnt,  which  had  been  arbitrarily 
exacted  from  me  by  the  (iovernor  of  Guayaiiuil, 
and  which  should  have  been  on  their  aecoinit.  If 
it  was  ever  recovered  from  the  CJovi'rmnent, 
those  to  whom  of  right  it  belonged  never  have  re- 
ceived it.  This,  however,  was  not  tin  object  of 
siillicient  importance  to  detain  the  .ship,  even  if 
the  |irospect  of  success  had  been  greater  than  ap- 
peareil,  especially  as  the  inoinentiiry  exiieetation 
of  the  Chilian  fleet  and  renewal  of  the  lilockade 
might  cause  us  a  long  detention,  ((u  this  account, 
1  considered  it  to  be  so  iinportant  not  to  lose  an 
hour,  iifter  all  things  were  ready,  that,  a  balance 
due  on  my  jirivate  account  to  tlie  amount  of  l>e- 
tween  five  and  six  hundred  dollars,  not  being 
i'lirlhcoming  at  nine  o'clock,  as  promised,  1  pre- 
ferred the  chance  of  losing  my  money  rather  than 
ilelaining  the  shipsi  moment;  and  therefore  as  two 
bells  were  soiiiided,  on  the  evening  of  the  1 1th  of 
•lime,  wo  weighed  anchor  and  sailed  for  llio 
Janeiro. 


TJiua,  after  an  absence  from  my  country  of  three 
years,  I  was  once  more  Ijcndiiig  my  course  home- 
ward, and  with  a  degree  of  impatieneo  and  anxiety 
augmented  by  the  circumstance  of  having  had  no 
tidings  of  my  family  since  leaving  them.  This 
occurred  from  not  having  fallen  in  with  the  frigate 
JLicedoniaii,  on  lioard  •  w  hich  ship  was  a  jiaeket 
of  letters  for  me,  but  the  chaplain,  into  whoso 
charge  they  were  given,  died  ;  they  were  not  left 
at  any  port  where  I  mij;ht  receive  them,  and  were 
handed  me  in  the  Ciiited  States  many  months 
alter  my  iirrival  there.  The  events  of  these  three 
years  may  be  thus  briefly  stated.  I  embarked  at 
New  York  with  the  mo.it  flattering  ]u-ospects ; 
those  iirosppcts  were  blasted  and  succeeded  liy  in- 
evitalile  ruin  at  the  first  )iort  of  entry.  Ueing 
unalile  to  reconcile  luysilf  to  the  teilions  process 
of  litigation,  in  a  Sp.anish  trilmnal,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  projierty,  I  had  deterniined  on  attempting 
it  by  violence,  and,  at  the  moment,  when  every 
thing  was  ready  for  tht;  execution  of  tin;  design 
the  wind  failed  us.  In  a  few  hours  alter  being 
thus  compelled  to  susjiond  the  attack,  [  w.as  sud- 
denly sei/.ed  with  f.ver  of  .siieh  violence  as  to 
render  me  deliiious,  and  for  nearly  a  week  1  was 
unconscious  of  |  .issing  events.  A  long  jieriod  of 
debility  succeeded  my  con\  aleseence ;  during 
which,  I  sulfeied  from  the  combined  causes  of  not 
lieing  able  to  obtain  the  requisite  nourishing  fooij, 
and  the  vexations  incident  to  being  subjected  to 
the  titirncUlfiiicc  of  ;i  iniiilary  guard.  In  this  try- 
ing state  of  suspense,  anxiety,  and  inces.sant  aggra- 
vation, I  riiiiained  seven  innnths,  and  then,  by 
virtue  of  an  order  from  the  Viceroy  of  I'ern,  1 
went  to  Lima,  where  !i  ray  of  hope  began  to  d.iwn. 
At  length  niy  ship  was  restored  to  me,  together 
with  a  remnant  of  the  cargo.  At  the  expiration 
of  twelve  momhs  from  regaining  jiossession  of  the 
shiji,  I  had  employed  her  so  advantageously  as  to 
have  paid  all  the  expenses  incident  to  repairing, 
re-victualliiig,and  re-manning  her,  which  amounted 
to  more  than  the  product  of  the  remnant  of  the 
cargo  returned  to  me.  I  had  shipped  on  boaril 
the  [leaver,  for  New  York,  a  cargo  of  cocoa  iu 
bulk,  which,  it  was  presumable,  would  nearly  re- 
place the  oriijinal  capital;  besides  specie  more 
than  sutticient  to  defray  all  the  exjienses  of  the 
ship,  U])  to  her  arrival  in  the  United  .States  ;  and 
in  addition,  a  clear  tind  legitimate  claim  on  the 
.Siianish  govermnent  for  the  original  amount  of 
cargo  and  damages.  This  entirely  for  account  of 
the  owners  of  the  heaver. 

For  myself,  having  laid  a  foundation  before  the 
restonition  of  the  ship,  by  a  speculation  to  \'al[ia- 
raiso,  1  had  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  jiroperty, 
such  its  the  most  successful  aLcomj)lislnnent  of 
my  views,  at  the  outset,  would  not  have  produced. 
Thus,  again,  as  in  reiteated  instances  of  my  event- 
ful life,  have  the  circmnstances,  which  I  deplored 
as  being  fraught  with  overwhelming  calamity, 
jiroved  to  bo  productive,  in  the  end,  of  the  greatest 
good  fortune.  And  ihusismaniroted  an  instance, 
which  teaches,  in  the  most  eniidiatic  maimer, 
that,  in  the  most  distressing  circumstances,  we 
should  never  yield  to  despair,  remembering 
always,  that 

"  Wo,  ignorant  of  niirsclves, 
Ileg  iifleii  our  own  harms,  wliieli  the  w  isc  powers 
Peiiy  us  for  onr  peiul ;  so  liinl  we  prelit 
Hy  losing  of  our  iiriiyors." 
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SEVENTH  VOYAGE.— DEAVER. 


When  on  the  point  of  loavint;  Lima,  for  the 
United  States,  I  reeeiveil  a  letter  t'loni  tlie  owners 
of  the  Heaver,  acknowledgini;  the  receipt  of  mine  I 
ii]>  to  tlio  23il  of  Aufjnst,  and  conveying  a  jier-  ; 
emptory  orrlrr,   ihat    I    shouhl  lose   no  time  "  in 
bringini,'  so  long  pending  a  concern  to  a  close,  hy  ; 
a  speeiiy  retiu-n    home,"   &c.       The  impatience  , 
nianifefted  in  this  letter,  to  have  retnrned  to  them  \ 
an  old  and  worn  ont  ship,  that  prohahly  would  not  ! 
sell  at  New  York  for  more  than  it  wnuld  cost  to  | 
deliver  her  there,  would  have  excited  surprise,  i 
had   they  supposed   she   was  engaged  only   in  a 
inoilerately  advantageous   husiness ;  hut  to  give 
such  an  order,  when  informed  liy  my  letter  ahove 
mentioned,    that    their    ship    was    earning    the 
enormous  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per  month, 
was  perfectly  iucomiu'ehensible,  and  seemed  to 
indicate   such   suspicion   that   my  intentions  were 
not  honest,  as  was  very  mortifying.  A  peremptory 
order,  also,  was  unnecessary,  misplaced,  and  oH'en- 
sive.     The  voyagi    being  one  of  n>y  own  suggest- 
ing and  jilanning,  it  would  iiave  been  as  prepos- 
terous for  the  owner  to  give  orders,  as  it  would 
for  me  to  receive  them;  and  though,  for  form's 
sake  only,  I  received    instruction,   yet  it  was  well 
understood,  that  the  entire  and   unshackled  con- 
trol of  the  voyage  was  vested  in  me  ;  nor  would  1 
have  undertaken  the  managinient  of  the  enter- 
prise on  any  otlier  condition. 

Uui'  passage  to  Ivio  Janeiro,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  Nth  of  August,  was  remarkable  neither 
for  celerity  nor  tardiness  ;  for  very  good  nor  very 
bad  weather.  No  sickness  on  lioard  to  distress, 
anil  no  disordei'Iy  behaviour  to  mar  the  general 
liarmony  and  quiet  on  Itoard.  As  soon  as  wo  had 
anchored,  the  usual  innnber  of  custom-lmuse 
guards  and  soldiers  were  put  on  board.  The  fur- 
iner,  from  the  facilities  they  arc  expected  to 
ri'iiiler  to  thuf-e  ulio  make  short  entries,  are 
treated  with  great  familiarity  and  attention  by  the 
masters  of  merchant  slii|is,  at  whose  taljle  they 
always  oecujiy  seats,  and  sometimes  invite  their 
comrades.  As  1  had  no  favour  to  ask  of  them, 
other  than  such  as  common  civility  re'i'iires, 
which  1  was  ready  to  reciprocate,  1  saw  :io  reason 
for  submitting  to  the  inconvenience  of  having 
them  at  my  table,  and  therefore  desired  the  stew- 
ard to  give  them  their  meals  in  the  lower  cabin. 
1  could  not  imaL'ino,  that  an  objection  could  be 
nnide  to  such  arrangement  ;  but  we  had  scarcely 
taken  our  seats  at  the  supi)er  table,  when  one  of 
the  (jllicers  came  into  the  round  house,  and  began 
to  remonstrate  against  tln^  want  of  res])ect  ami  the 
indignity  ofl'ered  him,  in  not  complying  with  the 
invariable  jtractice  of  a«lmitting  the  oilicers  of  the 
customs  to  the  t'aptain's  table.  .As  he  was  back- 
w.ird  in  h  aviiig  the  room,  which  I  desired  him  to 
do,  but  continued  talking  in  a  high  and  angry 
tone,  I  arose,  and,  faking  him  by  the  collar,  leil 
him  to  the  door,  and  then  gave;  him  a  shove  which 
laid  him  sprawling  on  the  deck.  The  soldiers, 
who  were  on  the  forecastle,  immediately  came  aft 
to  assist  their  comrade,  who  was  already  on  his 
feet  again,  calling  lustily  t<i  a  boat,  that  was  pass- 
ing, to  take  him  on  board.  This  they  complied 
\\ith,  and  he  left  us,  vowing  vengeance. 

'J'he  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  rules  of 
eti(|uette  would  admit,  I  made  the  custonniry  and 
rei(uisite  visit  to  the  Inteudeiito.  He  was  sitting 
at  ins  desk  writing  when  I  entered,  and  rose  to 


receive  me.  On  being  informed  who  I  was,  he 
innnediately  alluded  to  tlie  com]ilaint  of  ill  treat- 
ment on  board  my  sliip,  by  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  customs.  I  then  tohl  him  my  story,  as  already 
narrated.  On  Iieariug  which,  he  admitted  1  had 
served  the  ofticcr  as  he  ('.  -served  ;  and  another,  of 
less  pretensions,  was  sent  on  board  in  liis  stead. 
Takim;  leave  of  the  Intendi.'Ute,  with  apparently 
no  unfavourable  impressions  on  liis  part,  froni  the 
circumstance  of  the  olHcer's  denunciation,  1  innne- 
diately set  about  the  necessary  measures  for  collect- 
ing the  ]>rovisions  and  ston  s  which  were  needed, 
and  repleuisliing  our  stock  of  wood  and  water. 

As  the  cargo  I  had  on  board  was  much  better 
adapted  to  the  market  of  Gibraltar,  than  to  that  of 
New  York,  I  conceived  it  to  be  probable,  that  I 
should  lind  letters  at  Uio  Janeiro,  directing  me  to 
proceed  there,  be.t  was  agreeably  disajipointed  at 
receiving  only  a  (hiplicate  of  the  one  already  men- 
tioned, orderiiif/  me  to  make  the  best  of  my  way 
home,  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Having  passed  a  week,  very  agreeably,  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  obtained  the  sui)|>lies  required,  we 
sailed  for  homo  on  the  21st  of  August,  1!!20. 

Our  passage  to  New  Y'ork  was  uncommonly 
pleasant,  both  from  its  celerity  anil  the  e.jityment 
of  an  im interrupted  course  of  fine  weatlier,  but 
entirely  destitute  of  any  exciting  occurrence  to 
vary  or  interrupt  the  usual  routine  of  a  sea  pas- 
sage. When  we  had  arrived  within  sitdit  of  the 
Iliglilands  of  Neversink,  and  myself  and  officers 
were  exchanging  nuitual  congratulations  at  the 
prospect  of  so  soon  experiencing  a  cessation  of  our 
labours,  I  was  astonislied  to  perceive  an  opposite 
feeling  to  be  prevalent  with  tlie  crew.  Instead  of 
the  animation  and  hilarity,  always  observable  with 
seamen  when  on  the  point  of  arriving,  ours  were 
interchanging  expressions  of  regret,  that  the 
voyage  was  about  being  brought  to  a  close.  Tliis 
may,  in  part,  be  accoinited  lor  by  their  being 
foreigners,  who,  on  arrival,  could  anticipate  no 
kind  greetings  of  relatives  or  friends.  But  it  was 
an  anomaly  ;  and  inasmuch  as  it  was  an  evidence 
of  their  happiness,  and  of  a  just  ajipreciation  of 
their  usage  on  board,  it  was  a  circumstance  no  less 
gr.'itifying  to  me  than  remarkable  in  itself. 

Till'  ti'uor  of  the  letter  1  had  received  from  the 
underwriters,  was  a  theme  on  which  mymiudli:id 
been  much  occupied  during  the  passage.  As  it 
was  not  supposable  I  could  feel  any  of  that  coni- 
plaeoucy  toward  them,  which  was  constant  and 
undeviating  towai'd  Messrs.  Astor  and  Whittei:, 
as  a  conseciucncc  of  the  coutidenco  reposed  in  me, 
1  determined  to  address  to  them  a  letter,  expres- 
sive of  my  sentiments  and  feelings,  which  should 
be  presented  before  my  interview  with  them. 
Accordingly,  I  prepared  such  a  letter  ;  .'iid,  send- 
ing it  by  the  pilot,  it  reached  them  sevi  ral  hours 
before  I  presented  myself.  1  therein  remindeil 
them  of  their  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  from  Lima,  by  wliich  they  were  informed 
that  their  ship  was  earning  the  enormous  freight 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  per  month,  an<l  of  the 
inference,  very  naturally  suggested  to  my  mind  by 
the  peremptory  order  for  lier  immediate  return, 
after  being  possessed  of  such  information,  namely, 
that  there  was  an  unjustihable  want  of  conlidence, 
and  an  implied  apprehension  aH'ecting  my  lionour. 
In  the  disasters  attending  the  early  part  of  the 
voyage,  perhaps  there  might  be  some  apology  fur 
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tlio  first  ;  but  I  did  not  admit  any  wliatever  for 
the  last ;  which,  I  assured  them,  was  the  only 
instance  of  the  kind  during  my  life,  and  had  been 
productive  of  pain  and  mortification  to  me,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  novelty,  and  the  respectability  of  the 
source  from  which  it  originated.  Such  being  the 
case,  however,  1  remarked  on  the  regret  1  ex]ie- 
rieiiccd  at  the  time  tlie  order  was  received,  that  it 
had  not  l)een  conveyed  to  me  by  a  person  autho- 
rised to  relit^ve  me  from  the  charge  of  theshij),  as 
I  could  have  improved  the  time  much  more 
advantageously  to  myself  had  I  been  free  from 
this  iiicumlirance. 

Conceiving,  however,  that  they  could  not  be 
aware  of  the  efforts  and  means  I  had  used  for  the 
recovery  of  the  ship,  and  her  employment  after- 
wards, it  ap])eared  to  me  to  be  no  more  than 
justice  to  myself  that  1  should  state  to  them  a  few 
particulars,  as  follows: — 

First.  Amid  a  hostile  people,  and  in  the  endur- 
ance of  great  jirivalions,  1  remained  by  the  pro- 
jierty  at  Tulcaluiana  after  C'  cry  other  individual 
belonging  to  tlio  ship  had  left  her,  and  when  its 
situation  was  so  desperate  that  1  should  have 
been  justified,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  in 
abandoning  it. 

Second.  For  the  recovery  of  the  ship,  without 
expense  to  the  owners,  they  were  indebted  to 
exertions  and  enterprise  on  my  part,  in  perform- 
ing a  service  for  the  Viceroy  at  the  risk  of  my 
life  ;  and  which,  by  superseding  the  necessity  of 
employing  counsel,  was  a  saving  to  the  concern  (jf 
prol)aiily  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Third.  While  making  these  exertions  it  was 
obvious  to  me  that  their  success  would  be  preju- 
dicial to  my  own  interest ;  because,  had  1  been 
freed  from  the  incumbrance  of  the  ship,  my  time 
could  have  been  employed  more  advantageously 
for  my  private  interest. 

Fourth.  I  took  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
of  disregarding  the  proclamation  of  blockade  of 
the  Chilian  V'ice-.Vdmiral  ;  and,  being  the  only 
neutral  who  dared  to  do  it,  I  liad  the  almost  exclu- 
sive business  of  the  Peruvian  coast,  and  hence 
accumulated  a  property  for  the  owners  in  one 
year,  by  freighting,  for  which,  I  believe,  the  annals 
of  commerce  can  furiiisli  no  (larallel. 

Fifth.  While  lying  in  the  roads  of  Pisco  1  sup- 
pressed a  mutiny  in  tlie  ship's  company,  composed 
of  a  lawless  set  of  foreigners,  wlu.'ro  no  other 
seamen  were  procurable  ;  and  where,  had  my 
attempt  failed,  the  property  would  most  probably 
have  been  lost. 

Finally.  I  acknowledged  that  1  had  received 
information  as  early  as  June,  1811),  that  the  pro- 
perty had  been  abandoned  to  the  underwriters, 
and  was  conscious  of  being  engaged  in  labouring 
for  men  who  knew  mc  only  by  name  ;  and  to 
whom  my  liai)pincss  or  misery,  my  living  or 
dying,  wa>;  of  no  other  interest  than  as  it  was 
connected  with  the  safety  of  their  property. 

Having  also  informed  them  tliat,  from  my 
year's  exertion  in  their  behalf,  I  had  laden  for 
their  account  on  hoard  the  Heaver  8  10,150  pounds 
of  cocoa  ;  and  liad  besides  a  balance  in  specie  of 
between  five  and  six  thousand  dollars,  I  expressed 
to  them  my  extreme  regret  that  this  had  not  been 
done  before  tiieir  jiatience  was  exhausted  ;  but 
hoped  forgiveness,  on  the  principle  that,  "  to  err 
is  liuman — to  forgive,  divine." 
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This  letter,  as  before  observed,  was  forwarded 
by  the  pilot,  and  not  knowing  the  jiersons  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  it  was  difficult  to  coiijec- 
tnre  how  it  would  be  receivc.'d.  1  was  uncertain 
whether  the  President  was  not  a  choleric  and 
arrogant  young  man,  whose  angry  feelings  would 
bo  I'oused  by  what  he  might  imagine  to  be  a  want 
of  due  I'espeet,  and  who  would  be  prepared  to 
resent  it ;  or  whether  he  was  one  who  had  reached 
the  period  of  life  when  the  passions  become  sul)- 
dued,  and  who,  entering  into  my  feelings,  would 
have  the  candour  to  acknowledge  them  natural, 
and  receive  mo  with  cordiality.  1  presented 
myself  therefore  at  the  otKce,  prepared  for  peace 
or  war. 

The  very  agreeable  surprise  at  the  licarty  and 
cordial  reception  1  experienced  from  the  vene- 
rable President,  when  introduced  to  him,  quite 
overcame  me.  lie  rose  to  meet  me,  his  frank  an<l 
benign  countenance  beaming  with  expressions  of 
goodness  and  amiability ;  inspiring  no  other  sen- 
timents than  those  of  respect,  confidence,  and 
veneration  ;  and,  taking  both  my  hands,  he  said 
to  me,  "  1  have  received  your  letter,  sir.  1  know 
your  feelings.  I  thank  you  for  what  you  have 
done  for  us  ;  although  1  am  not  authorised  to 
promise  you  pecuniary  remuneration,  you  will, 
nevertheless,  have  it."  Having  expressed  to  him 
how  much  more  gratifying  to  my  feelings  was  the 
expression  of  such  approbation  and  kindness  than 
any  pecuniary  reward,  I  left  the  office  with  emo- 
tions ^ery  different  from  those  with  which  I 
entered  it. 

My  voyage,  I  ])erccived,  had  made  a  consider- 
able sensation  with  the  mercantile  ])ortion  of  the 
community;  and  1  was  complimented  on  its  for- 
tunate termination  by  some  whom  1  did,  and 
otliers  whom  1  did  not  know.  Among  the  former, 
particularly,  was  an  old  and  respectable  merchant, 
who  had  retired  from  business  with  an  ample  for- 
tune ;  one  well  versed  in  mercantile  affairs,  but  of 
a  generous  disposition.  After  the  interchange  of 
the  customary  .salutations  on  meeting,  he  observed 
to  me,  "  Von  have  done  well  for  the  office  ;  you 
have  raised  the  value  of  its  stock  ten  per  cent. ; 
they  cannot  give  you  less  than  ten  thousanil 
dollars."  Several  of  the  stockholders  also  cx- 
pi-essed  their  obligation  to  me. 


I  CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Vi>,it  my  T'aniilyiii  Jliissacluisetts. — Return  toN'cw  York. 
—Owners  I ilijoc't  to  my  C'oinmissidn. — Left  to  Arbitrators. 
—Deduct  tliorufrom  Two  and  n  Imlf  per  Cent. — I)iha)i- 
I)oiutud  ill  promised  Itenuineration.— Letter  to  the  I're- 
Hideut. — No  Itcply. — Comparison  of  this  Company  witli 
Otliers. — Not  atlributiible  to  tlio  ['resident.— Observa- 

I       tionsoii  Ciirporations. — (lose  of  my  Voyaging liemark- 

I  able  I'act  as  respcets  Loss  of  Men  and  SieUiiess. — Loss  of 
I  Property  —Don  I'edro  Aliadia,— Don  .lose  .\rismendi. — 
j  I'roeeed  to  llambiirnh.—Hetiirn.— Letter  to  Abadia. — 
I  Proceed  'o  Itordean.x  and  Madrid.— Interview  with  Aris- 
I       meiidi. — Vieeroy. — Hetiirn  via  Paris  and  Ihivre. — Aris- 

'       niendi  in  lioston Imprisoned. — lOscape  by  the  aid  of  a 

I      JMercliiuit.- IliaCimning.— Proeeod  to  Havana.— Death 
I      of  Mr.  Whaler.— Kll'urt  to  obtain  the  Consulate — Disap- 
pointed —Itcturn  to  Uoston. 

With  the  .satisfaction  naturally  resulting  fi'om 
the  abundant  evidence  I   had  received  that  my 
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scrvicos  wore  tluly  appreciated,  and  during  the 
time  the  sliip  was' unlading,  I  absented  myself  a 
week  to  visit  my  i'amily  in  MasiHachiisetts.  On 
my  return,  T  found  tluit  an  objeetion  was  made  to 
'  in'v  cliarge  of  ten  per  cent,  on  tlie  net  jiroeeeds  of 
,  freigiits.  I  was  aware  that  sueli  a  eliarge  miL:!it 
1)0  "without  precedent ;  but  I  was  e<inally  aware 
that  it  was  no  more  than  a  just  proportion,  with 
the  extra  services  I  had  rendered  ;  since,  iiide- 
]iendently  of  obtaining'  a  risKjration  of  tin'  ship,  in 
the  manner  relati'd,  I  jirocured  all  the  freights 
\Nithont  the  inti'rvention  of  a  broker.  And  when, 
for  collecting  tluir  amounts,  1  was  seinelimes 
coniiii'lled  to  employ  an  agent  rather  than  detain 
the  ship,  the  conunis^iion  jiaid  for  .siieh  service 
was  not  charged  to  account  of  the  owners.  IJe- 
sides,  hail  the  gradnation  of  my  emoliinients  been 
;  niiule  witli  any  reference  to  what  they  wmild  have 
been  but  for  the  si'iznre,  they  won! J  have  much 
exceeded  the  ten  jier  cent,  cliarge. 

'fliese  circumstances  were  urged  to  the  gentle- 
men interested,  but  were  of  no  avail,  Mr.  .Vstor 
lieiiig  nnlortnnately  in  I'.urope  at  this  time,  his 
agent,  had  ho  been  disposed  to  act  liberally,  would 
have  feared  to  ovine  a  less  exacting  disiiosition, 
than  the  uiulerwril<>rs  were  doing  ;  hence  rec.mrse 
was  had  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  settlement,  in 
like  cases,  that  of  arliitration  ;  the  result  of  which 
'.  was  a  deduction  of  two  and  a  half  i)er  cent,  on 
^  my  charge. 

I  It  is  not  unustial  for  tlnjse  to  be  dissatistiod, 
:  who  are  adjudged  by  arbitrators  to  be  in  error; 
j  and  it  appeared  to  me,  that  1  had  abundant  cause; 
!  but  I  relraineil  from  manifesting  it  to  my  op])(i- 
I  iients  at  the  time,  because  1  tru-ited  to  thi'  re]ieato<l 
'.  (tliou;;h  nnoflicial)  assurances  of  the  I'resiilent  of 
the  National  Insnranci^  Company,  of  pecuniary 
reinuneratioii  ;  and  presmning  that  tills  wciuld,  ;it 
:  least,  bo  cipial  to  the  sum  deducted  from  my  com- 
I  mission,  the  cause  of  dissatisfacticni,  cm  my  part, 
i   would  lie  fil)viated. 

I       ^^'ith  such  im|n'essions,  ami  having,  as  in  duty 
;   bound,  submitted  to  the  award  of  the  arbitrators,  i 
left  the  city  for  my  homo,  without  notifying  the 
tmderwritersof  my  intention  ;  as]  wi.shed  to  avoid 
the  apiiearanco  of  hurrying   them  on    the  (|ues- 
tion   of  the    promised    remuneration,    but    never 
doubting   that    it   would   cmne  in  duo  time.      A 
month,    however,    ))assed,   and    1    liearil    nothing 
from  them,  and  so  a  second  month,  when  1  could 
no  longer  doubt  that  they  had  found  it  convenient 
to  forget  me. 
I       'J'he  conviction,  that  the  supposed  honourable, 
'.   liberal,   high-minded  men  with  "horn  I   was  thus 
brought  in  contact  wore  capable  of  such  condiiet, 
was  very  painful  to  me.     Indignatir  at  such  treat- 
;   ment,  and  niortitied  at  being  tluis  dujied,  I  deter- 
mined to  give  them  a  wcu'd  at  parting  expressive 
of  those  fi'olings. 

Aceordinijly,  under  date  Lancaster  22nd  of 
December,  1H2(),  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  National  lnsuranceCenipany,in  which 
I  referred  to  mine  thited  the  oth  of  October,  enn- 
meratiiig  the  unusual  services  I  had  rendered  the 
Company,  in  the  recovery  and  successful  emi)loy- 
meiit  of  the  IJeaver  ;  and  further  remarked,  that 
if  I  had  condescended  to  make  invidious  compa- 
risons, 1  could  have  proved  that  what  they  consi- 
dered to  bo  an  extra  co!nmi.ssion,bore  no  proportion 
to  the  extra  earnings  of  the  Beaver,  over  those  of 


every  other  vessel  tlien  on  tlie  Peruvian  coast ; 
and  this,  less  from  any  coi-eurrencc  of  fortunate 
circmnstances,  than  from  :i  (iiti'i'rence  in  favour  of 
my  management.  1  agairi  reminded  him  of  liis 
])romise  of  remuneration,  ami  of  its  being  repeated 
at  a  stibseiinent  interview  ;  and  expressed  my 
belief  that  these  ]>romises  were  nuide  with  the 
intention  of  I  browing  me  oH'  my  guard,  iiud  of 
lulling  me  into  security,  the  better  to  deceive  me  ; 
and  that  the  snc-ess  attending  it,  iiad  been,  I 
doiibtrd  not,  gratifying  to  all  who  shareil  in  the 
twi)  and  a  half  per  cent,  thus  saved  to  the  Com- 
]iany.  This  kttcr  closed  by  the  remark,  "  that, 
had  I  conducted  your  business  with  as  little 
regard  to  tlio  obsi-rvance  of  the  rule  of  '  didng 
inito  others  as  we  woidd  thai  they  shotdd  do  unto 
us,'  as  has  l)een  obs/rvod,  in  this  instance,  towaids 
me,  the  result  of  the  Beaver's  voyage  wi.nld  have 
been  very  ditlereiit  from  what  it  is,"  To  this  letter 
I  never  receivecl  a  reply. 

It  must  occur  to  every  one  \ersed  in  maritime 
all'airs,  how  diirerent  would  liave  been  the  conduct 
of  FJovil's,  in  a  similar  case,  and  1  doubt  not,  of 
most  of  our  own  Insurance  Companies.  Such  an 
occurrence  is  the  more  remarkable  from  its  being 
in  lln'  I'ommci'cial  P.mporinm,  where  such  a  s])irit 
of  generosity  is  prevalent,  that  there  is  searc<'ly 
a  captain  of  a  packet-ship,  who,  for  merely 
conveying  liis  jiassengers  ni  safety  across  the 
Atlantic,  lias  not  been  complimented  with  a  piece 
of  plate. 

Ikit  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  vonerablo 
and  respectable  PresiiU'iit  of  the  Company  not  to 
acknowledge,  that,  though  of  necessity  ho  was 
the  pi'rson  to  be  ollicially  addressed,  I  believe  him 
to  have  been  incapalde  of  a  nu'an  or  dishonour- 
able act  ;  and  that,  when  he  maile  the  ])rnmise 
alluded  to,  he  sincerely  l)(dioved  the  directors 
would,  as  he  knew  they  ought,  confirm  it.  There 
were  two  of  the  directors  who  oxju'essed  to  me 
their  dis;ip]iroval  <if  the  curtailment  of  my  com- 
missiiui  ;  and  a  third,  who  said  to  me,  that  he  felt 
sliame  at  being  one  of  an  association  capable  of 
such  dishiinoiirable  conduct.  Hut  there  was  one 
inilividiial  among  the  (iii'cetors,  whose  great  wealth 
gave  him  a  pre]ionderating  iiiHnenee  in  the  affairs 
(d'  the  oflice.  The  greater  deference  jiaid  to  his 
ojiiniiuis,  than  to  those  of  any  of  his  a.ssociates, 
was  very  perceptible  ;  anl  if  is  probable,  that  the 
I'resideiit  taking  it  for  grinled,  that  a  handsome 
compensation  could  vnt  h.inouriildy  bo  withheld, 
liad  the  temerity  to  assuro  iwa  of  it,  before  coii- 
stdting  liim,  and  thus  caused  the  defeat  of  his 
intention.  However  it  may  have  been,  it  is  a  fact, 
that  all  I  received  was  the"  unotiicial  thanks  of  the 
President,  and  that  I  suH'ered  a  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  ])er  cent,  from  my  commission. 

That  corporations  have  no  souls,  and  that  men 
in  a  corporate  capacity  are  often  guilty  of  acts  of 
injustice  and  ojipression,  such  as,  individually, 
they  would  be  ashamed  of,  is  an  old  observation, 
the  truth  of  which  almost  every  day's  experience 
confirms.  But  comments  on  so  clear  a  case  are 
superfluous;  and  1  will  only  ad<l  the  curious  fac^, 
that  iihnost  simultaneously  with  the  discovery  that 
ten  jier  cent,  was  too  much  for  the  laborious, 
hazardous,  and  eminently  successful  services  I 
had  rendered  the  Comi>any,  one  of  tho  directors 
of  this  very  Company  did  not  jici'coive,  that  ten 
per  cent,  was  too  much  for  merely  paying  tho 
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uilding  and  equipment  of  ^  latter,  with  a  largo  amount  in  silver,  in  an  Amc 

i'i">'i  l<rig,  for  Manilla,  was   received  here   not 

More  than  twenty  year.s  liavc  elapsed  since  tlio  many  months  after  my  arrival, 

occurrence  of   the  transactions  al)ovo  narrated.  During  the  Viceregal  government,  no  stranger 

and  those  of  the   actors,  who  have   not  passed  olf  of  rrspectahiiity  ever  visited  Lima  without  enjov- 

the  stage,   may  he  siniiriseil   at  a  n-currence  to  ing  the  hospital'itv  of  Don  I'edro  Aliadia.     He  was 
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all'airs  which  jirohahly  have  long  since  been  for 
gotten  hy  them.  This,  they  may  ho  assured,  has 
not  arisen  from  any  hostile  or  unkind  fctling 
toward  them,  hut  from  the  circumstance  alone  of 
perceiving  that  my  narrative  woulil  bo  incomplete 
if  they  were  omitted. 

The  voyage,  just  narrated  in  the  Beaver,  w.as 
the  close  of  a  series  of  voyages   to  most  ])arts  of 


eminently  hospitable,  urbane,  and  fiiuidly  ;  but 
although  of  superior  education,  ami  ex'tensivo 
intercourse  with  maidiind,  he  was  bigoted  and 
prit'st-ridden.  His  talents  and  education,  and  the 
^  extraneous  circumstances  of  his  being  agent  at 
,  i-inia  of  the  riiilipiiine  Conijiany,  and  of  his  bro- 
ther's beinjj  about  that  time  one"  of  the  cabinet  of 
King  I'Y-rdinand  ;  all  combined  to  give  him  an 


thehabitableglobe,conii>rising  a  period  of  twenty-  iiditience  with  the  Viceroy  and  tlieCabildo,  unsur- 

four  years,  in  various  kinds  of  cndt,  from  the  boat  passed  by  any  other  individual   in   the  kingdom, 

of  twenty-five  tons  toan  Indiaman  of  one  thousand  This  influence  was  often  exerted  for  niv  advan- 

tons  ;  and  on   tin-  most  laborious  ami  liazardcni.s  tage,  or  rather  for  that  of  th(^  owners  of  the  IJca- 

enterprises,as  will  have  been  seen.    But  a  remark-  ■  ver  ;  advantages,  however,  which   were   ri>eipro- 

ablefact,  which  is  worthy  ofiiote,inayhaveeseai)ed  cal,  as  it  enabled   nic   to   throw  into  their  hands 

the  observation  of   the   reader,  that  during  that  many  valuable  consignments.     It  was  Abadia  who 

long  jieriod,  s((me  portion  of  which  was  passed  in  ;  gave  to  the  house  the  character  of  respectability 

the  most  .sickly  climates  of  the  globe,  I  never  lost  which    it   jiossessed,   and   which  was  such  as  to 


but  three  men, — two  by  fever,  and  the  third  by  a 
fall  from  the  mast-liead.  Although  I  have  re- 
peatedly been  five  months  on  a  single  passage,  I 
have  never  been  under  the  necessity  of  putting  my 
men  on  allowaiu-e  of  provisions  or  water;  and  to 
this  circumstance,  condiined  with  guarding  ihem 
against  uimec  ssary  fatigue  and  exiiosure,  I  was 


ms]iiro  a  degree  of  conlidence,  which  secured  to 
it,  almost  exclusively,  the  foreign  business  of  the 
place. 

Don  Jose  do  Arismeiuli  was  the  active,  business 
man  of  the  house  ;  a  man  who  possessed  the  cap.a- 
eity  of  accomjilishiiig  nmch  and  varied  bnsiiuss, 
with   a   degree  of   desiiateh  and   adroitness  very 


])robabIy  indebted   not  oidy  for  the  happiness  of     rarely  seen  among  his  countrymen.     While  pn' 


eseajiing  that  scourge  to  seanu'u  on  long  voyages, 
the  scurvy,  but  almost  all  other  kinds  of  sickness. 
Although  the  private  ati'airs  of  an  individual 
may  generally  be  considered  to  possess  little  at- 
traction for  th(^  public,  yet,  to  those  who  have 
followed  me  thus  far,  I  have  su|)posed  that  some 
details  of  luy  subsenuent  course  might  not  be  des- 
titute of  interest. 


sent  with  him  he  would  conduct  the  business  with 
which  he  was  charged  on  fair,  honourable,  and 
lilieral  principles.  J!y  this  semblance  of  honesty 
and  fair  dealing  1  w.-is  deceived,  and  was  induced 
to  confide  in  the  house  to  an  extent  which  I  dis- 
covered, when  too  late,  was  entirely  mnuerited, 
and  which  has  been  attended  with  ruinous  conse- 
((uenees   to  mo.     It  was  late  ia  my  traiisactions 


Acting  in  opposition  to  the  maxim,  that  "a  bird      with  the  house  before  I  discovered  the  ]ieculiarily 


of  the  eomiixion.  Abadia's  relation  to  the  I'hilip- 
)iiiie  Company  did  not  admit  of  his  engaging  in  a 
])rivate  mercantile  house  ;  hence,  while  a  sharer 
in  the  advantages,  he  was  exem])t  from  its  respon- 
sibilities ;  and  hence,  all  the  accounts  and  business 
documents  were  sii,'ned  exclusively  by  Arismendi. 
Had  this  circumstance  been  known,  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  it  woidd  have  tendcnl  greatly  lo  diminish 
the  general  contideiice  in  the  house. 

Late  in  the  summer  of  the  year  182,"?,  mention 
was  made  in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers  of  the 
arrival  of  Seiior  Arismendi  at  Hamburgh,  in  the 
Uoscoe  of  Salem,  freighted  with  a  rich  cargo  for 
his  account  from  Manilki.  As  1  had  uo  doubt  of 
very  l)a<lly."  Alas  I  I  felt  umst  sensibly  that  it  i  this  being  uiy  (|uondam  friend,  I  flattered  myself, 
was  too  true.  The  information  of  the  revolution  that,  starting  immediately,  and  circumstaiu-es  fa- 
in I'eru,  of  the  conse(ptent  confusion  in  the  com- 
merce of  Lima,  of  the  !>reaking  uji  of  the  house 
of  Abailia  and  Arismendi,  ami  of  the  cscajie  of  the 


in  the  hand  ia  worth  two  in  th  •  bush,"  I  was  des 
lined  again  to  see  swe])t  off,  in  less  than  a  yi'ar 
after  my  return,  the  greater  ]iart  of  my  hard  earn- 
ings. A  most  unfortunate  enterprise  to  tiibraltar  ; 
incompetent,  selfish,  and  careless  agents  ;  and, 
more  than  either,  a  most  shameful  iibuse  of  the 
conlidence  I  had  ]ilaced  in  the  commercial  house 
at  Lima,  with  which  1  had  lieen  so  long  doing 
business  (Al)adia  and  Arismendi),  were  the  causes 
of  these  misfortunes.  Soon  after  these  reverses 
were  known  to  my  acquaintances  in  Boston,  I  met 
my  highly  esteemed  friend,  George  Cabot,  llsq.. 
who,  in  his  happy  manner,  remarked  to  nu",  "  that 
1  had  cut  a  great  deal  of  hay,  but  had  got  it  in 


*  A  letter  wliicli  I  rccciveil  at  tin's  time,  from  tliclmnse 
I'f  TcioUe  ItobliiHiiii  ,V  Cci.,  (if  I.niul'iii,  places  in  btionR  nlicf 
tlioir  comluct  when  coiiiiiareil  witli  those  « itli  wlicmi  I  liail 
recently  boon  lircMik'lu  in  cnntiict.  lt,>,(ilijcct  w.is  to  inform 
nio  of  tlioir  holding  a  liiiiidieil  iinil  twenty  pounds  .nt  my 
disposal,  IjoiiiK  principal  and  interest  on  a  snm  arisini; 
'roni  a  mistake  accidontallv  discovered  in  ncoounts  relative 


vouring,  I  might  reach  there  before  he  should  have 
left.  Accordingly,  in  forty-eight  hours  after  re- 
ceiving the  information,  I  was  on  my  way  to  New- 
York  ;  and  in  thirty  days  more  1  arrived  at  Ham- 
burgh, via  Liverpool,  London,  Harwich,  and  (''ux- 
haven.  But  1  had  the  mortification  to  fiiul  that 
my  labour  was  in  vain.  Arismendi  had  been 
landed  at  Teneriffe  ;  and  the  cargo  of  the  Roscoc, 
yet  unsold,  was  so  well  covered,  in  the  name  of  a 
Senor  Zavalcta,  a  foriuer  clerk  of  Arismendi,  who 
sworo   the  property  belonged  exclusively  to  iiim- 


to  tiiinsaotions  in  wheat  oiKlit  or  ton  years  prcvioUB;  and   ,  .       .        .  ,  .  . 

which,  they  remark,  I  iniist  consider  honiowliat  in  the  |  self,  that  it  could  not  be  touched.     Alitor  passing 

lijtlit  of  a  prize  in  the  lottery.    This  was  paid  to  my  draft  j  four  days  at  Hamburgh, and  with  the  aid  of  one  of 

at  sight.  I  the  most  intelligent  merchants  of  that  city,  being 
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unable  to  effect  anything,  I  set  out  on  my  return 
by  the  same  route  I  liiul  come.  Fortunately  I 
arrived  at  Livori>i)ol  just  as  the  j)acUet  I  came  in 
was  liaulinj;  out  of  dock  on  her  return,  and,  em- 
barking on  board,  I  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
seventy-third  day  after  leaving  it. 

Towards  the  autinun  of  the  following  year,  182  i, 
I  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  Sefior 
Abadia  at  St.  Thonia.s,  and  immediately  wrote  him 
on  the  subject  of  my  demand.  A  copy  of  my  let- 
ter to  him  will  best  explain  my  views,  as  follows  : 

"  LaiH-asltr,  HH  Sept.,  1824. 

"Don  Pkdro  Abadia, 

"■  Dear  Sir, — Uy  a  letter  from  our  mutual  friend? 
Jlr.  ('.,  I  learn  that  after  many  perils,  and  some 
pecuniary  embarrassment,  you  ha\  e  arrived  s;'<'e!y 
at  St.  'riiomas.  On  this  event  permit  me  to  offer 
you  my  most  hearty  congratulations.  It  was  ro- 
jiorted  last  year  tliat  you  had  arrived  at  Porto 
Rico  ;  and  knowing  that  you  possessed  a  coffee 
plantation  there,  1  thought  this  very  probable, 
and  directed  several  letters  to  you  there,  some  one 
of  which  you  may  have  received.  These  letters 
were  written  with  the  hope  of  inducing  you  to  uso 
some  effort,  or  point  out  sonu'  means,  by  which 
the  conKdence  I  |>laeed  in  the  honour  and  integrity 
of  your  house  she  idd  not  be  productive  of  my  ruin. 
Among  various  other  items  you  must  be  aware 
that  a  stun  of  fifti'en  thousand  dollars,  charged 
me  ill  account,  as  shipped  f(,r  me,  on  board  the 
Macedonian,  and  for  which  I  hold  duplicate  ac- 
knowledgments of  Arismendi,  was  never  shipped. 
1  will  not  attempt  to  describe  to  you  my  astonish- 
ment, when,  after  a  great  lapse  of  tinu',  [  received 
letters  from  ('  ijitaiii  Smith  informing  me  that  I 
had  been  deceived,  and  that  no  property  had  been 
shi))ped  with  him,  either  for  my  account,  or  for 
that  of  your  hou^e.  Indejiendent  of  other  sums, 
this  amount,  with  five  years'  interest,  will  make 
an  aggregate  of  upwards  of  20,000  dollars,  as  one 
item  now  (hu>  me  from  your  house. 

"  t'onsider,  my  <lear  sir,  thi'.t  this  is  the  fruit  of 
very  hard  labour,  in  the  most  toilsome  profession  ; 
nd  that  r.n  tln'  possession  or  loss  of  it  is  (le])endent 
a  life  of  ease  and  comfort  with  iny  family,  or  pro- 
tracted absence,  care,  and  toil,  for  the  rest  of  my 
life. 

"  You  inform  ,Mr.  C.  that  Arismendi  saved  about 
three  huiidred  thousand  dollars,  i  had  heard  of 
his  arrival  at  Manilla,  witii  a  large  property,  two 
years  since  ;  that,  last  year,  he  had  there  chartered 
tli(>  brig  Hoscoe,and  with  this  property  had  arrived 
at  Hamburgh.  In  f  rty-eight  hours  after  receiving 
this  intelligence,  I  was  on  my  way  to  Liverpool, 
where  I  arrived  early  in  October,  and,  ]U'oceeding 
immedialely  to  Lon  i.,-  caused  ini|uiries  to  be 
made  cf  the  .'^panisi.  houses  there  if  they  knew 
anytliing  of  Arismendi.  They  referred  nu"  to  the 
London  Tiwf's  of  the  7tu  of  October,  (only  two 
days  previous  to  my  arrival,)  in  which  apjieared 
th"  advertisement  which  I  send  to  Mr.  C,  to  be 
forwarded  by  him  to  yon.  Tiiis  advertisement 
was  ^ufiicient  to  account  for  Arismendi's  not  von- 
turing  up  chamiel,  to  accompany  his  ]iroperty  to 
Handiin-gh.  1  therefore  proc(-eded  to  llamburgll, 
where  I  found  an  amount  of  sixty  to  seventy  thou- 
sand dcdiars'of  (he  cargo  of  the  Uoscoe,  in  possession 


of  a  Mr.  Zaval 


in  wiiose   name  it  had  been 


shipped  at  Manilla,  wlio  had  accouipaiiicd  it,  und 


who  solemnly  swore  that  the  prop?rty  belonged 
to  him.  Arismendi  had  been  landed  at  Teneri"'L\ 
I  had  then,  and  liave  now,  no  doubt  that  this  [  o- 
porty  belonged  to  Arismendi  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
I  could  produce  no  ])roof  of  it,  and  therefore  my 
efforts  were  of  no  avail.  I  wrote  to  a  lionse  at  Tene- 
riffe  on  the  subject,  and  I'cceived  for  answer,  that 
Arismendi  remained  there  only  two  or  three  days, 
and  then  embarked  for  the  Continent.  This  is  the 
last  I  have  licard  of  his  movements.  He  told 
Zavaleta  lie  shoulil  assume  some  other  name.  In 
this  case  I  do  not  perceive  how  you  cu.i  discover 
where  he  is,  or  how  he  can  receive  die  information 
that  you  are  at  St.  Thomas. 

"  I  presume  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  to  C. 
that  you  have  no  amount  of  lu'operty  witli  you, 
and  tliat,  not  less  on  your  own  account,  than  from 
a  desire  wliich  1  believe  you  to  possess,  of  doing 
justice  to  your  creditors,  you  will  leave  no  efforts 
untried  to  discover  tiie  retreat  of  Arismendi,  and 
to  get  that  proi)priy  from  hiiu,  which,  while  with- 
held from  the  creditors  of  the  liouse,  will  (however 
undeserved)  be  co'isidered  not  less  dishonourable 
to  the  n.amo  and  character  of  Abadia,  than  to  that 
of  Arismendi.  If  there  should  be  any  such  chance 
f.ir  the  recovery  of  the  property  as  woidd  justify 
'.ho  expense  of  my  meeting  you  at  St.  Thomas,  and 
there  taking  y(nir  directions  and  j)ower  to  settle 
with  Arismendi  in  Europe.  I  would  not  hesitate 
to  embark  on  such  an  exjiedition  ;  indeed,  1  would 
even  i)roceecl  to  Lima,  if  you  had  any  jn'oiierty 
remaining  there,  which  tlu'ro  was  a  fair  chance  of 
recovering.  It  will  afford  mo  much  pleasure  to 
hear  from  you,"  &c.  kc. 

Whether  this  letter  was  ever  received  by  Aba- 
dia I  have  never  been  informed. 

Scarcely  two  months  had  elai)sed  afti'r  writing 
the  above  letter,  when  I  receivecl  such  information 
as  could  be  depended  on,  that  Arismendi  was  at 
the  paternal  residence  at  Zarauz  inCnipuzcoa.  I 
had  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  embarking  at  New- 
York,  in  Decemiier,  in  a  biig  bound  for  IJordeanx. 
Arriving  there  some  time  in  the  month  of  Januai'y 
182."),  i  iiroieeded,  viii  llayonne.  Passage,  anil 
Yrun,  to  San  Sebastian.  From  hence  a  nies.senger 
was  despatched  to  Zaratiz,  who  soon  returned  with 
inl'orination  that  Arismendi  was  at  .Madrid, and  with 
the  name  of  the  street  where  he  resided.  Taking 
the  Diligence,  therefore,  to  Madrid,  1  iiad  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  tliere  without  biing  robbed.  The 
next  day  I  succeeded,  not  without  much  ilifficnity, 
in  tinding  the  person  of  whom  I  had  been  so  long 
in  juirsuit,  and  was  actually  once  more  in  his  pre- 
sence. Had  an  a]iparition  apjieared  to  him  he 
eoidil  not  Iiave  exhibited  great(>r  evidence  of 
astoiiisliment  and  dismay,  nor  was  it  until  the 
expiration  of  some  minutes  that  he  was  able  to 
converse  rationally.  Unfortunately  it  re(ini-.'ed 
but  little  conversation  to  ascertain  tliat  my  efforts 
would  prove  to  be  unavailing,  and  that  1  should 
recover  nothing. 

Arismendi  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  wiint  is 
termed  a  Morotoria,  which  is  a  security  against 
moleslation  of  |ier,son  or  |U'operty,  by  creditors, 
for  a  certain  period.  His  was  for  four  years.  He 
begged  me  not  to  press  my  demand  ;  declared  ho 
li.'ul  the  control  of  no  projierly,  and  the  wreetch- 
edly  mean,  dirty,  and  obscure  lodgings  he  occnjiied, 
would  confirm  the  truth  cf  such  assertion,  if  made 
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by  any  other  than  a  very  cunniiis;  man.  ]5ut  I 
had  no  belief  in  it,  and  therefore  did  not  desist 
from  the  pursuit  until  satisfied,  by  repi^aied  eiin- 
versations  with  him,  and  the  best  advice  1  could 
procure,  duriiic;  a  residence  of  a  fortnii^ht  at 
Madrid,  that  there  existed  not  a  ray  of  hojie  of 
obtaining  anything. 

As  some  alleviation  to  my  disappointment,  so 
far  as  it  tended,  in  a  degree,  to  keep  u])  hope, 
Arismendi  gave  me  a  power  of  attorney  for  the 
recovery  of  a  large  amount  of  property,  alleged  to 
be  due  him  from  sundry  merchants  in  the  United 
States.  From  a  cursory  examination  of  tliese 
claims  I  was  induced  to  believe,  that  a  consider- 
able sum  might  be  recovered,  and  I  therefore 
Hattered  myself  that  there  existed  some  ciiaiiee  of 
indemnification  for  my  trouble  and  jierseveraiico. 

Soon  becoming  reconciled  to  my  disappointment, 
and  burying  it  in  the  oblivion  which  screened  such 
a  multitude  of  its  predecessors,  I  passed  the  time 
very  agreeably  at  Madrid,  in  visiting  the  nunieroiis 
objects  of  interest  with  which  that  city  abounds, 
the  result  of  which  was  given  to  the  public  soon 
after  my  return,  tlirough  tin,'  medium  of  the  Lite- 
rary Gazette  of  Boston,  edited  by  J.  G.  Carter, 
Ksquire 

The  ci-devant  Viceroy  "of  Peru  (Pe/.uela)  liear- 
iiig  of  my  being  in  the  city,  sent  a  messenger  to 
me  with  an  invitation  to  his  house.  I  went,  theri> 
fore,  in  conformity,  and  was  received  by  him  with 
the  cordiality  of  an  old  friend.  He  inquired  Iiow 
my  various  mercantile  operations  had  resulted, 
and  evinced  an  intei'est  in  my  affaiis  which  was 
as  pleasing  as  it  was  unexpected.  His  iiii|uirii'8 
for  t'a])tain  Uiddle,  and  his  exjiressioiis  of  friend- 
ship for  him,  were  made  with  an  earnestness  of 
manner  which  left  no  doubt  of  the  esteem  and 
regard  lie  cheiished  for  that  distinguished  officer. 
To  the  hospitality  of  our  wi>rtliy  minister,  Mr. 
Nelson,  and  to  that  of  tlii>  '.aniily  of  Mr.  Rich,  [ 
was  indi'bted  for  the  most  a  ;recablo  social  lioui-s  1 
passed  at  Madrid. 

Taking  leave  of  my  kiiui  friends  at  Madrid,  I 
returned  to  TJordeaux  by  the  same  route  1  had 
passed  over  before,  excejiting  not  revisiting  San 
Sebastian.  Uii  ascertuiiiiii|^  at  Monlcanx,  that  no 
opportunity  •.vould  occur  for  the  United  States, 
fur  some  w.'cks,  I  took  the  Diligence  for  Paris, 
wliere,after  passing  a  week,  1  proceeded  to  Havre, 
ami  took  passage  in  the  Edward  Quesnel  for  New 
Vork,  and  arrived  there  in  the  nioiitli  of  A[iril, 
1H25. 

The  agency  for  the  collection  of  another's  debts 
is  an  unacceptable  service,  more  especially  when 
they  are  of  a  description  susceptible  of  contro- 
versy ;  but  in  this  instance  there  existed  more 
than  the  usual  induceiiient,  for  I  hoped  thus  to 
cancel  the  debt  due  me.  Upwards  of  one  luiii- 
dre(l  thousand  dollars  were  claimed  of  a  IJoston 
nierchant,  the  justice  of  which  he  denied,  anil 
refused  to  pay  any  part  of  it.  A  demand  on  a 
merchant  of  Haltiinore,  for  a  niueh  less  amount, 
was  e(|ually  unsuccessful.  The  only  debt  acknow- 
ledged by  the  signature  of  the  debtor,  was  that  of 
an  old  and  intimate  friend,  who  could  ill  siiare  the 
nioni>y,  and  from  whom  it  was  very  painful  to  nie 
to  exact  it  ;  but  forbearance  would  havt;  been  a 
dereliction  of  iluty,  and  would  have  been  no  other- 
wise serviceable  to  my  friend,  than  to  di'fer  the 
time  ol'  payment.      Accordingly,  I  recovered  from 


him  an  amount  about  equal  to  one  fourth  of  that 
due  me  from  Arismendi. 

When  I  was  (•onvinced  that  nothing  more  was 
recoveraljle  uiidi'r  the  power  of  attorney,  I  wrote 
to  Arismendi,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Don 
Fausto  Corral,  as  agreed  on,  to  this  effect  ;  as- 
suring him  of  my  conviction,  that  he  would  never 
obtain  anything  through  the  intermeuiation  of  an 
agent,  and  that  the  only  course  which  presented 
any  prospect  of  success,  was  to  come  to  this 
country  and  prosecute  the  buainess  in  person. 
This,  however,  I  did  not  believe  he  would  do,  from 
the  circumstance,  that  there  were  large  demands 
agiiinst  his  house,  in  this  country. 

Nearly  two  years  elapsed  after  writing  this 
letter,  and  1  heard  nothing  from  him,  when  sud- 
denly, and  without  any  previous  intimation  to 
anybody,  he  made  his  appearau'.o  in  Boston. 
He  was  aeconipaiued  by  a  nephew,  who,  like  him- 
self, spoke  no  other  tlian  t'.ie  Spanish  language. 
They  were  in  very  obscure  and  ordinary  lodgir.g.i, 
kepf  by  a  foreigner,  which  circumstai.oe,  com- 
bined with  their  having  brought  no  letters,  was 
evidence  of  their  desire  of  eoiiceahnent. 

After  the  usual  salutations  on  so  unexpected  a 
meeting  had  passed,  I  rendered  to  him  an  ac- 
count of  my  stewardship,  of  which  he  had  nre- 
viously  been  informed  by  my  letter.  I  now  felt 
a  security,  and  consequent  exultation,  in  the  re- 
covery of  my  property,  which  1  had  not  ex])e- 
rienced  before;  indeed  I  perceived  no  way  in 
which  it  could  be  eluded ;  but  the  short-sighted- 
ness of  man  is  proverbial,  and  scarce  a  ilay  pas.-ies, 
that  it  is  not  si'lf-evident.  As  Arismendi  wan  in- 
debted ten  thousand  dollars  for  short  freight  on 
a  ship,  belonging  equally  to  myself  and  to  a  t  i- 
chaiit  in  Proviilence,  1  did  not  imagine  any  mis- 
chief could  arise  from  inforniing  him  of  it,  though 
the  result  but  too  clearly  proved,  that  this  in- 
foriiiatioii  had  better  been  delayed.  With  ill- 
judged  impetuosity  he  sent  the  paiiers,  proviiig 
the  debt,  to  a  lawyer  of  this  eity,  with  directions 
to  institute  a  suit,  notifying  me,  at  the  saii'C  time, 
of  his  having  done  so.  Perceiving  at  once  the 
mischief  that  would  result  from  precipitate  action, 
I  went  to  the  lav.yer,  and  persiiatled  ':im  to  wait 
a  week,  with  a  view  of  giving  Arismendi  time  to 
ascertain  the  prospect  of  recovering  the  property 
of  which  he  was  in  juirsiiit.  This  engagement, 
owing  to  some  mistake,  was  not  adhered  ,o,  the 
writ  was  issued,  and  tor  want  of  bail  he  was  im- 
prisoned ;  thus  taking  from  him  the  power  of 
niaUing  those  collections  on  which  mainly  de- 
pended the  chance  of  obtaining  our  payment,  it 
was  literally  destroying  the  bird  that  was  destined 
to  lay  the  golden  egg. 

This  error  being  manifes,,  one  of  the  partners 
of  the  Providence  House  came  on,  in  the  hope  of 
retrieving  it ;  and  with  this  view,  we  united  in  an 
act  which  rendered  the  matter  worse,  tlia'  of 
releasing  him  from  prison,  on  his  (ironiise  of 
making  a  Bettleuieiit  ;  for  it  soon  became  evident, 
that  his  obji'ct  was  only  to  be  enianeipated,  and 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  fulfilling  his  ■  igage- 
m  nt.  On  being  satisfied  of  this,  recourse  wa 
had  to  the  instituting  a  new  suit ;  but  before  the 
writ  eould  be  served  on  him,  he  abscondi'd. 

This  act,  no  less  disgraceful  on  the  jiart  of  the 
assistant,  than  of  the  piincipal,  was  effected  by 
the  aid  of  a  Itoston  inereliaiit,  who  enabled  him  to 
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elude  the  vigilanee  of  the  officer  charged  with  the 
arrest,  concealed  him  until  a  vessel  for  St.  Thomas 
was  ready  to  sail,  an<l  then  conveyed,  or  caused 
liim  to  be  conveyed,  on  hoard  ;  thus  assisting  a 
fraudulent  debtor  to  flee  from  justice,  and  pro- 
ventiny;  honest   creditors  from  recovering   tlieir 

St  demands. 

in  judgin;;  of  actions  we  often  err,  and  are 
guilty  of  injuctiee  towards  the  indi\i(lual  whoso 
motives  we  undertake  to  scan  ;  but  in  this  in- 
stance there  can  be  no  mistake.  As  there  existed 
no  personal  hostility  or  animosity  to  me,  it  was 
paliiably  no  other  than  sordid  interest.  Aris- 
menili  crossed  the  .\tlantie  for  the  jiurpose,  prin- 
cipally, of  collecting  a  debt  of  upwanls  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  alleged  to  be  due  him 
from  this  Boston  nunchaiit. 

On  the  ])resumption,  that  it  was  desirable  to 
avoid  payment,  or  even  to  avert  a  troublesome 
course  of  litigation,  nothin'-  could  possibly  have 
hn|>iH'ned  more  oji'iortune,  tlian  the  coincidence 
of  circumstances,  I  y  which  he  became  the  confi- 
dant, the  adviser,  and  the  liberator  of  Arismendi, 
ostensibly  to  screen  him  from  the  rigours  of  a 
jirison,  but  really  to  get  rid  of  the  ]iaynuMit  of  the 
debt  ;  for,  once  away,  he  knew  there  was  a  moral 
certainty  lie  would  nut  return  to  prosecute  in  ])cr- 
son,  and  it  was  a]]iarent  it  could  not  be  done  by 
an  agent,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  the  pro- 
perty's being  trusteed.  IJut  every  single  act  of 
a  man's  life,  win  n  seen  from  a  right  point  of 
view,  is  found  to  be  in  harmony  with  his  whole 
character. 

It  was  very  evident  that  1  must  relini|uish  all 
hope  of  ever  recovering  this  debt,  or  any  part  of 
it  ;  a  debt  so  consideraijle,  that  its  loss  was  pro- 
ductive of  serious  incoiiveniiuce  to  ine  ;  a  debt,  for 
tlu>  recovery  of  wliieli  1  bad  made  two  voyages  to 
Europe;  hud  in  bleed  tile  debt(U"  to  come  to  this 
country,  and  when  in  ]>osHi'Ssion  of  the  means  of 
conipelliiig  payment,  by  a  concurroiiee  of  uiifor 
tunate  cireumstaiiees,  already  detailed,  missed 
profiting  by  those  means  ;  thus  truly  verifying 
tlie  adage  of  "  many  a  slip  between  the  cup  and 
the  lip." 

An  uninterrupted  correspondence  with  my 
friend  Shaier,  during  his  long  residence  at 
Algiers  as  Consul-general  of  the  I'nited  States, 
kept  alive  that  fr'  >lshi]i  whose  origin  was  of  so 
remote  a  (lat<^  After  his  return  to  the  l'nite(l 
States,  being  appointed  to  the  consulate  of  Ha- 
vana, he  invited  me  to  aecomiiaiiy  him,  on  terms 
of  perfect  ei|uality  in  everything  essential.  Taking 
charge  of  tile  consulate  in  Ucti  '  r,  182.'l,  we 
remained  th're  together  until  n.e  melancholy 
occurrence?  of  his  ileath  by  cholera  in  March, 
l)!;!;t,  when  it  raged  at  Havana  with  unparalleled 
fatality.  In  tlu'  deatii  of  Mr.  Sliah-r  the  cduntry 
lost  a  most  excellent  mid  iiatriotic  citizen  ;  the 
government,  a  devoted  and  highly-talented  ottieer  ; 
and  myself,  a  long-tried  and  deeplv-lamrnfed 
friend. 

The  evideMice  of  estimation  evinced  by  a  long 
list  of  the  most  resjieetable  among  the  inerehants 
and  others  of  Huston,  Salein,  I'ortland,  and 
Havana,  ko  [irocure  my  aiipointment  to  tiie 
vacant  ceilsuiate,  althoiigli  unsnccessfiil,  was 
very  ilaltiring,  luid  excited  my  most  giateiiil 
acknowledgments. 


CONCLUSION. 

Thkre  is  a  proiiensity  in  men  to  inquire  into 
the  affairs  of  their  neighbours,  to  discover  the 
state  of  their  fortune,  to  find  out  how  much  was 
made  by  one  operation,  and  how  much  was  lost  by 
another.  This  propensity,  which  is  generally 
stronger  in  small  than  in  lai'go  comniuuities,  is 
very  often  the  oiispring  of  impertinent  curiosity  ; 
but  it  may  also,  in  many  persons,  be  the  result  of 
kind  feelings,  and  a  sympathy  in  tlie  good  or  bad 
fortune  of  the  individual.  On  the  presuni])tioi'. 
that  some  of  this  latter  class,  who  may  have 
perused  my  narrative,  may  ho  gratified  with  a 
summary  of  my  gains  and  losses,  and  the  final 
result  of  my  labours,  1  am  induced  to  close  my 
book  with  such  a  sketch  ;  aware  of  Bubjecting 
myself  to  animadversion,  but  too  near  the  close  of 
life  to  be  afi'ected  by  it. 

It  will  have  been  seen  that  the  amount  of  my 
outfit  froni  Franco  was  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  of  which  two  thousand  were  mine 
and  two  thousand  five  hundred  belonged  to  others, 
and  were  shipjied  on  half  jn'ofits.  This  produced 
at  the  cape  of  Oood  Hope  eleven  thousand  dollars, 
which  were  invested  in  an  enterprise  from  China 
to  the  North- west  ('oast  of  America, together  with 
seven  thousand  dollars  belonging  to  some  friends, 
making  the  cost  of  the  expedition  to  the  North- 
west Coiust,  for  vesisel  and  cargo,  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  furs  jirocnred  there  sold  in 
China  for  sixty  thousand  dollars,  about  one-third 
of  which  was  shipped  in  teas  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  two-tliirds  taken  to  Calcutta,  the 
Isle  of  France,  and  Demnark. 

The  ])rofits  on  the  cargo  from  the  Isle  of  France 
to  Denmark  were  great.  In  about  two  years  from 
the  time  of  sailing  on  my  Northwest  voyage,  the 
eighteen  thousand  dollars' cost  yielded  in  i)eiiniark 
and  the  I'nited  .States  upwards  of  oiu!  hiiiidreil 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  two  thousand  dollars, 
the  amount  of  my  propi'rty  nu  leaving  Furope, 
together  with  my  commissions,  wages,  and  lialf 
profits,  amounted  to  about  forty-five  thousand 
dollars.  > 

Such  a  brilliant  result  to  my  enterprise  may  be 
sujiposed  to  have  been  very  L;ratifyiiig  to  me,  if 
on  no  other  consiib-ratioii  than  the  ae<|uisitioii  uf 
indepeiideiiee  ;  but  it  was  vastly  more  so,  from  the 
circumstance  of  its  enabling  me  to  make  cunifert- 
able  and  happy  the  latter  years  of  a  father,  wlio, 
with  a  young  family,  was  feeling  the  pressuri' of 
poverty  ;  of  aged  uncles  and  aunts,  who  had  seen 
lietter  days,  and  whose  kiiidness  to  me  reiiuiivd 
that  I  should  leave  nothing  undone,  wlii<'li  was  in 
my  jiower  to  do,  to  promote  their  happiness. 

From  my  next  t'literprise  in  tlm  l/clia  Hyr.,, 
wliieh  was  of  three  years'  duration,  I  returned  In 
Itoston  ill  the  spring  of  the  year  IHOI,  in  the  ship 
Alert,  having  on  board  an  invoice  of  silks  of  about 
fifty  tliuusnnd  dollars,  belonging  e(|Uiilly  to  my 
friend  Slialir  and  myself.  T\u\  result  of  this,  willi 
that  of  my  furuur  voyage,  and  my  mteri-st  in  the 
l-elia  Myrd  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sluiler, 
would  ainuiinl  to  aliont  seventy  tliousand  dollars 
which  1  possessed  in  the  year  IHOI,  clear  of  debt. 

1  then  embarked  in  commerce  to  tile  extent  ot 
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my  ability ;  was  unfortunate,  and  by  the  time  my 
friend  Shaler  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
1807,  having  made  a  disastrous  voyage,  this,  with 
my  own  operations,  had  diminished  our  capital 
two  thirds,  leaving  us  only  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars  each,  or  forty  thousand  dollars  ;  all  of 
which  was  canbarkcd  in  the  Aspasia,  under  my 
commaiul.  The  total  loss  of  this  property  by  the 
confiscation  of  the  Telcmaco  at  Tortola,  and  the 
disaster  which  occurred  to  the  Aspasia,  is  fully  de- 
tailed. 1  was  now  ruined,  with  a  family  to  sup- 
jiort,  and  with  no  other  way  ctf  doing  it  than  by 
pursuing  a  profession,  which  had  every  day  be- 
come more  hazardous  by  the  increasing  depreda- 
tions of  the  British  cruisers. 

Years  rolled  on,  during  which  I  was  an  exile 
from  my  family,  toiling  for  their  supjiort,  and  for 
the  ac((uisition  of  independence.  My  voyages  to 
Africa,  to  England,  and  to  lloUanil,  during  the 
l'"im))argo,  were  successful.  By  my  voyage  to 
Naples,  altliough  vessel  and  cargo  were  seized  and 
confiscated,  1  made  .sixteen  thousand  tlollars.  In 
the  William,  which  was  wrecked  on  Jutland,  I 
made  a  profit  of  Hve  thousand  dollars.  These 
sums  were  embarked  in  .i  voyage  from  Copenhagen 
(o  lliga  and  b;  ?':,  w  ■■•  <vas  performed  success- 
fully. Af'tirw.  ■• '  interested  in  several 
cargoes  of  wheu.  .lui.i  xiolstein  to  England,  which 
yielded  a  handsome  profit ;  so  that  1  had  once 
more  a  capital  of  about  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars.  This  was  embarked  in  an  adventure  from 
('England  destined  for  Hamburgh,  and  which, 
owhig  to  the  defeat  of  .Nai)oleoii  in  Russia,  turned 
out  nearly  a  total  loss. 

Returning  home  penniless,  I  liad  to  begin  the 
world   again.      The   peace   between   the    United 


States  and  England  having  been  ratified  .soon  after 
my  return,  and  the  then  pacification  of  the  world 
rendering  commercial  adventures  little  productive, 
1  gained  only  five  thousand  dollars  as  master  and 
supercargo  of  a  ship  to  Batavia.  By  my  next 
voyage  in  the  Beaver,  in  the  years  1817  to  1820, 
I  made  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ;  and  after 
my  return,  in  an  adventure  to  Peru  in  the  ship 
Tea-jdant,  with  Messrs.  Le  Roy  and  Bayard,  1 
made  eight  thousand  dollars.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  amount  acquired  in  the  Beaver  was  swept 
off  as  detailed,  before  it  reached  the  United  States, 
and  most  of  the  remainder  in  an  imfortunate  voy- 
age to  China.  On  my  return  fi-om  Havana,  in 
18;?.'),  I  had  yet  about  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  all  swallowed  up  in  an  unsuccessful 
sjiecnlation  in  183(>,  and  I  was  thus  a  third  time 
left  destitute. 

On  making  an  estimate  of  my  losses  in  the 
twenty  years  between  1803  and  182.5,  I  find  their 
aggregate  amount  to  exceed  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  although  I  never  possessed  at  any  one 
time  a  sum  exceeding  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
Under  .such  losses  I  have  been  supported  by  the 
consoling  reflection,  that  they  have  been  exclu- 
sively mine,  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any 
individual  to  say  with  truth  that  I  luive  injured 
him  to  the  anuumt  of  a  dollar. 

With  a  small  annual  sum  from  the  Neapolitan 
indemnity  I  have  been  enabled  to  supiiort  myself, 
till  this  was  on  the  ]ioint  of  ceasing  by  the  cancel- 
ling of  that  debt  ;  when  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  an  office  in  the  custom-house,  the  duties  of 
which  1  hope  to  perform  faithfully,  and  in  peace, 
during  the  few  remaining  year.s,  or  montlis,  or 
days,  which  may  be  allotted  me  on  earth. 
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